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September 2015

Dear Friends, 

Some time ago I was chatting with a person from another church who was 
bemoaning the weekly recitation of the Creed. ‘How can we get them in,’ 
he commented, ‘when we have phrases like ‘one holy Catholic Apostolic 
Church?’ How will language like that mean anything to young people?’

I suppose in one sense he is right. To the unchurched - the majority of the 
population- if they wandered into the average service, even in our lovely 
Holy Trinity, they wouldn’t have a clue what was going on. Even to some of 
the churched it can be difficult!

And yet......and yet........I would defend tradition as an essential part of who 
we are as Christians. Indeed many will know that there is a strong history 
in understanding that the Church of England is seen as having three strands 
which have helped form its identity - Scripture, Tradition and Reason.

So why do we say the Nicene Creed Sunday by Sunday? Well first of all, it is 
one of the great statements of our Faith - of who we understand ourselves to 
be as Christians -  because it tells us as far as it can in words the nature of the 
Trinity and of the Trinity’s relationship to the life of the Church. There was felt 
to be an urgent need to place on record as comprehensive an understanding 
of how the Church believes God has revealed the divine nature to humanity 
together with the relationship of Jesus and the Holy Spirit - thus forming an 
equality of love and grace beyond our understanding. Yes, the writers agreed 
a text which left no room for heretical beliefs. Is this all too much for us? 
Please bear with me!

The Nicene Creed is commonly held to have be first agreed at the Council of 
Nicaea in 325 AD at the command of the Emperor Constantine the Great. This 
was a time of great flux within the Roman Empire and Constantine sought 
to enable the bishops of the Church to formulate an orthodox (normative) 
understanding. In fact, the Creed was further amended at the Council of 
Constantinople in 381 with even later adjustments. Thus the Nicene Creed 
serves as a touchstone of true Christian faith, reflected in the name “symbol 
of faith”, which was given to it in Greek and Latin, when in those languages 
the word “symbol” meant a “token for identification.”
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There was considerable controversy when, following the Roman Catholic 
Church’s Second Vatican Council in the 1960s, the Creed’s opening words 
were changed from ‘I believe’ to ‘We believe,’ as many thought that this tried 
to turn the whole profession from something individual to corporate. All 
the other main stream churches then followed suit.......and now the Roman 
Catholic Church has returned to I! Nevertheless, all major branches of 
Christianity adhere to the Nicene Creed.

I have a CD of a wonderful work by Will Todd, a composer I met several years 
ago. Will composed a ‘Mass in Blue,’ a jazz setting of the musical parts of 
the communion service. The Creed is FANTASTIC! It is so full of exuberance 
and joy, it almost seems to take off. This made me think, how well do WE 
interact with the words we say Sunday by Sunday? Think of just a few of 
them.....was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and 
was made man.......he will come again with glory......we believe in 
the Holy Spirit, The Lord and Giver of life.......one Holy Catholic 
and Apostolic Church (this including our unity with all Christians). 

Yes, it is difficult language, but it is also wonderful language, particularly when 
we understand that its long history is about US - it’s part of our Christian 
DNA - about our relationship with the God who loves us SO much that he 
sends Jesus for each of us and, not content with that, then sends the Holy 
Spirit to draw us into that love. If that isn’t worth getting excited about, I 
don’t know what is!

With love and blessings,
Michael

FROM THE VICAR’S DESK

STARTING UP AGAIN Yes, it’s true to say that many regard September as the 
start of not just a school year, but in a sense of much that is undertaken during 
the year! So welcome back to everyone - particularly Sunday’s Cool and to all 
of the young people we are fortunate to have contact with. Thanks, too, to all 
those connected with our work with children and teenagers. Your commitment 
is much appreciated.

ENDRE KORMOS Our placement ordinand from The College of the Resurrection, 
Mirfield joins us for three weeks from the beginning of September. He will hope 
to learn something of the life of our parish and deanery. Please do make him 
welcome. Kate Berry is kindly organising a rota to feed Endre each day with a 
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main meal. This will depend on meetings, etc. but please do help if you can. It 
absolutely doesn’t need to be a three course, silver service dinner, or he will go 
back stones heavier!  Kate’s number is 455986.

NEW bEGINNINGS We welcome Andrew Wilson, our new Organist and 
Musical Director during the month. I know that both Andrew and his wife Karen 
are very much looking forward to joining our church community. You will find a 
piece by Andrew further in the magazine, but I wanted to say how thrilled I am 
that both he and Karen are joining us.

VICAR’S COFFEE AND CAKE From the start of September we will be having 
coffee and cake ( real coffee and home-made cake!) every Wednesday following 
our Communion Service from about 10.45-12 noon. Do join us for either- it 
would be great to see you!

JULIAN GROUP Our Julian Group (or Cell, as it is known) meets on the last 
Friday of the month, usually after the 11.00 Communion Service. This month, 
however, there is a school service in church, so the Group will meet (Friday 
25th September) in the Old School at 11.30 for a quiet time and then enjoy 
lunch together. All are most welcome - just bring your lunch! Tea and coffee are 
available.

A VISITING PREACHER On Sunday 20th September the Reverend John 
Cleaver will be preaching at the 9.45. John was formerly Vicar of Teddington 
before retiring to Westham near Eastbourne. Both he and his wife Diane became 
good friends when I was at Willingdon.

HARVEST FESTIVAL We shall celebrate our Harvest Festival on Sunday 27th 
September. You will find details about the Saturday Barn dance elsewhere, but on 
the Sunday evening the choir will be presenting Harvest Praise - a service of 
hymns, anthems and readings to celebrate.

FLOWERS IN CHURCH It has been lovely to see the odd flower arrangement 
in the church several times over the past few months. I appreciate the hard work 
which has previously been done to provide flowers for Holy Trinity, and we 
are fortunate that occasionally wedding couples also leave arrangements. Whilst 
acknowledging that our church is very beautiful, nevertheless, flowers enhance 
this beauty. There is a sign-up list in the north porch for people who wish to 
provide flowers on a given Sunday during the year. It has been suggested that 
some might like to simply buy a bunch of flowers. There is no compunction to 
use oasis, tape or any other of the paraphernalia of flower arranging. People may 
just wish to put flowers in a vase or jug (which we have) as an offering. For more 
details contact Chris Musgrave or Sarah Salisbury.



6

‘THE bELLS, THE bELLS.....’(to quote Charles Laughton as Quasimodo!) Our 
ring of bells is 200 years old and first rung out in September 1815. In recognition 
of this, the museum is presenting a special exhibition to commemorate their 
recasting and augmentation in that year of Waterloo. There is a magnificent board 
in the ringing chamber recording all of those who gave to the fund - a fascinating 
(and mostly unseen) part of our wonderful church heritage. Well done, too, to 
our great team of ringers, who lead people to worship so regularly by the sound 
of the bells!

CLYDESDALE LOAN FULLY REPAID!

Following the sale of the former curate’s house in Glebe Road 
in early August the PCC has been able to fully repay the 
Clydesdale loan eighteen months ahead of schedule. The loan 
was negotiated in 2012 to finance the reordering project and 
was due to be repaid by early 2017.

The curate’s house, purchased in 2010 with the help of a loan 
from the Diocese of Chichester, is now surplus to requirements 
and has therefore been sold. The diocese has agreed that the 
PCC can use the proceeds of this sale to repay the outstanding 
balance of £180k to the Clydesdale before repaying the loan on 
the property.

About £80k of the loan on the Glebe Road property is expected 
to remain to be repaid, together with £10k of outstanding loans 
from individual members of the congregation made during the 
reordering. There is a further small loan from the diocese also 
relating to the reordering that is scheduled to be repaid from 
regular income over the next two years.

Recently the PCC has also learnt that it will benefit financially 
from the sale of the vicarage in Broad Street and the purchase 
of the replacement in Barrowfield. The diocese has agreed to 
award a grant of more than £22k from the surplus that it made, 
which we can use to repay the outstanding loan.

All these changes mean that we still have a net debt of £68k 
to repay which will require help and hard work from many 
quarters. However it is important to share this much improved 

(continued on page 9)
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position with everyone now. 

For the past two years there has been a thermometer outside the 
church and on the wall of the Talbot showing not temperature, 
but the extent of Holy Trinity Church’s debt and the progress 
made towards repayment. 

There is still much work to be done to ensure that over the next 
eighteen months we generate the £68k necessary to pay back 
all outstanding debt but to mark the recent progress, we have 
removed the thermometers from outside both the church and 
the Talbot. 

Debt repayment is certainly not off the agenda but it is good 
to feel that we no longer need to be reminded of this quite so 
prominently. Watch out for further exciting and enjoyable fund 
raising events in the coming months.

Brian Cutler, Church Warden.

(continued from page 6)

A PRAYER AT HARVEST TIME

God of justice and equality,

look with compassion

upon those whose land is unproductive,

whose lives are under-privileged

and whose hopes are ever dashed

by the greed of those who oppress them,

the harshness of a climate which defeats them

and the barrenness of a soil which daily mocks their labours.

May the skill of human knowledge

and the liberation of your gospel

bring productivity, health, opportunity and hope,

in the name of Christ our Lord. Amen.
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FOR REFLECTION……
Look at the animals roaming the forest:
God’s spirit dwells within them. 
Look at the birds flying across the sky: 
God’s spirit dwells within them. 
Look at the tiny insects crawling in the grass:
God’s spirit dwells within them. 
Look at the fish in the river and sea: 
God’s spirit dwells within them. 
There is no creature on earth in whom God is absent. . . .Pelagius* 

“Man’s purpose is not to dominate and exploit nature but to hallow and 
transfigure it.” The Most Rev’d Kallistos  Ware of Diokleia

(*Pelagius 390-418. was a Celtic monk, teacher and theologian. He asserted free will, 
denied the doctrines of original sin and predestination. Ed. )

A CASE STUDY - 
FROM FAMILY SUPPORT WORK BULLETIN

A family from Poland were referred for parenting support.  
It became apparent that their 2 children had profound learning/
behavioural difficulties for their age. They displayed some very 
challenging behaviour, which was alarming for teaching staff.

The children were put on EHCP (Educational Health and 
Care Plan).  FSW worked closely with health and educational 
professionals. It proved to be a very challenging case as there 
was a language barrier and a lack of trust/co-operation from the 
mother;  we had to work through an interpreter.

FSW did a 1:1 parenting programme with her and slowly she 
began to accept a new way of parenting her children, even 
getting the father involved.  The children were referred for 
Speech and Language Therapy and the turnaround in both 
children over the last year and half has been remarkable.  

The children have settled well into school and have started to 
integrate with other children.

FSW exists  to support families  and is supported financially 
by the churches of  the diocese. Ros Longfield is  Holy Trinity’s 
representative on the Deanery Branch of FSW.
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THE REVEREND MICHAEL MAINE’S
FIRST HOME CONCERT PERFORMANCE

@
Holy Trinity Cuckfield

The Reverend Michael Maine will be performing his first 
‘home concert’ at Holy Trinity on Sunday afternoon, 
October 4th. 

TOCCATA – A CELEBRATION OF GREAT ORGAN MUSIC
Sponsored by The Friends of Holy Trinity Church,  

this special organ concert will include  
Widor’s Toccata and works by Bach and Saint Saens.

Church doors open at 2pm and the concert will start at  
2.30pm. Tickets cost £10

(under 18: £6) and are available from  
Pepperbox and Wealden Stores in Cuckfield

and Carousel Music in  
Commercial Square,Haywards Heath.  
Tickets can also be purchased from  

fohtcc@btinternet.com

CREATE YET ANOTHER STIR !

The World’s bIGGEST Coffee Morning has become an 
annual event in the Old School, raising vitally needed funds 
for Macmillan Cancer Support.  Once again it will be held on 
the last Friday in September and we will be serving up our 
customary confectioneries - with our fresh coffee, of course.  
And if you don’t take coffee, we’ll make you a really enjoyable 
cup of tea.

FRIDAY 25th September - make a note in your diary to come 
and have your morning coffee with us that day !  

It would be lovely to see you in the Jacobean Hall of the Old 
School at any time between 10am and midday. We promise you 
a great atmosphere for a great cause…………..  

Sue & Brian Cutler, Gerry Larner, and Paul Goldfinch 
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CHICHESTER CATHEDRAL
LUNCHTIME CONCERTS @ 1.10 pm

15th September Ellie Ayling Saxophone Timothy Ravalde Piano 
22nd September Dexter Kennedy Organ 
29th September  Fujita Piano Trio 

Bring your sandwiches. Coffee provided.
Lunchtime  Concerts are free with a Retiring Collection

Feel free to come and go as you wish.

SEPTEMBER
The name September comes from ‘septem’ the Latin for seven. In the  old 
Roman Calendar, September  was the 7th month and it kept its name when it 
became the 9th month in the Gregorian Calendar (1752). 
The Anglo Saxons called it ‘Gerst monath’, or ‘Haefest monath’ i.e. ‘Barley 
Month’. The barley harvest  would have been of great importance, a good crop  
providing sufficient grain for their barley brew and barley loaves, both being 
staples of their diet.
As you will remember, it was a couple of barley loaves that King Alfred 
reputedly burnt in the woodcutter’s hut.  

ANDREW WILSON - our new Organist and Musical 
Director (from 20th September) tells us something of his 
life story.

My first experience as an organist was in Folkestone, where 
I attended St Saviour’s and then St Peter’s. It was therefore 
something of a shock when I went to Sheffield University in 
1984 to read music and found myself playing at the Cathedral 
where the main Sunday service was Mattins alternating with 
BCP Holy Communion, and where everything was back to 
front and there was no incense!  Even greater was the culture 
shock when, after graduating I went to Norway to work in the 
Norwegian Lutheran Church in 1988, where an organist was 
not expected to be seen either drinking or dancing in public 
places (not that that was a particular problem for me). It did 
impress me that the congregation were always seated to sing, 
stood for readings and remained in their seats throughout the 
organ postlude (clearly not ‘voluntary’ in any sense!). 
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It was whilst working in Norway that Karen and I were married 
(actually in the RC Cathedral back in Sheffield) and after a year 
in Norway, we returned to Sheffield where I studied law.  At 
the same time I was organist at St Matthew’s, Sheffield where 
in 1993 I installed a new organ by Goetze and Gwynn in the 
style of ‘Father’ Smith c. 1680.  I went on to be Director of 
Music at Doncaster Minster where I presided over the 5 manual 
1862 Schulze organ, one of the most important organs of the 
nineteenth century (inspired by Schulze’s organ for the Great 
Exhibition, the re-discovery of the German classical organ and, 
of course, the music of J S Bach).   

Despite my love of music, I have always worked as a lawyer 
and was called to the Bar by Lincoln’s Inn.  This entailed eating 
24 dinners, wearing a brand new white wig (a major faux pas 
since experienced barristers’ wigs at that time were tatty and 
yellow with nicotine stains) and as a pupil barrister being 
sent to Grantham Magistrates Court to defend the criminal 
mastermind who stole a fishing rod (not quite grand larceny, 
but don’t worry, I was told, the prosecution witness “won’t turn 
up”).  

But crime, they say, doesn’t pay and I soon ended up re-
qualifying and working as a Solicitor for a commercial law firm 
in Sheffield.  My almost-claims to legal fame were a libel action 
against a well known paper and a client later called “concrete 
Ken” (whose nickname I won’t explain save to say that his wife 
disappeared).

I went on to specialise in Employment Law, for the most part 
as in house lawyer to the Engineering Employers’ Federation 
dealing with trade unions. 

After living in Yorkshire for nearly 25 years, we took the decision 
to move back to warmer climes and relocated to Sussex in 2009 
together with our only daughter, Isabella and our cat, Bede.  For 
nearly 6 years I played the organ at All Saints, Hove, initially as 
assistant and then as Director of Music. For the “day job” I work 
for the University of Brighton as Legal Adviser.

Karen also studied music at Sheffield, and is an accomplished 
pianist and timpanist.  She has since studied British Sign 
Language at Leeds University and is interested in all art forms 
from quilting to calligraphy.  
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Our daughter Isabella has completed her first year studying 
International Relations at the London School of Economics.  
Despite (or perhaps because of?) listening to Mozart in the 
crib, she is the more literary member of the family, preferring 
Shakespeare to Mozart and more or less any activity to organ 
music.  I wonder why?

Andrew Wilson

HOSPICE SLEEP WALK
As you may have seen in  July “Quick Notes”, my daughter 
Catherine and I planned to take part in our the St Peter & St 
James Hospice fund raising Sleep Walk’

WE DID IT!

We started at midnight on Saturday July the 11th along with 
nearly 400 others, in their pyjamas etc etc; (adults, children, 
wheel chair users and dogs), and returned to the Leisure Centre 
at 2-15 am.

The weather was great, dry and warm, and so the 10 kilometre 
route, a hilly first half and thankfully flattish second, passed 
quickly. Haywards Heath and Lindfield look very different at 
1.0 in the morning!

In the week after the walk, the event had raised nearly £30,000 
and the total was rising. 

Catherine and I just want to say a great big thank you to 
everyone who donated to her ‘Just Giving’ site, and directly to 
the Hospice, in memory of Jane, Catherine and Michael’s mum 
and my wife. It was such a worthwhile and memorable thing 
to do.

As you may have seen from the press release about the event, 
the Sleep Walk raised funds to pay for about four days operating 
costs for the Hospice and Continuing Care Centre facility. So 
funding the Hospice is an on-going need. If you would like 
to know more about the Hospice, what it provides and how 
you could help, please go to the web site at www.stpeter-
stjames,org,uk.

 Thank you once again.

 Gerry Larner
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Quik Notes
OCTObER MAGAZINE. Please make a note : Monday  
September 7th is the deadline for  contributions to 
October mag. I know, just when everything else starts up too. 
Why not get it done early, then you can send to me and forget 
it! Thanks so much. Editor.

CAKE & QUESTIONS. “How do we view The Creed?”  
Everyone is welcome to September’s informal discussion on 
Tuesday September 3rd in The Old School, from 8 – 
9.30 pm. Come and join in - or come and listen.  And enjoy 
the cake!

“THE POOR WILL ALWAYS bE WITH US”   On Tuesday, 
15th September, 2.30 pm in the Council Chamber, 
The Queens Hall, Cuckfield. by Dr. Caroline Adams, 
Archivist and Historian.  Caroline presents an illustrated 
talk on the thought provoking subject of how society viewed 
and responded to the plight of “the poor” from the C17  through 
the establishment of Workhouses and their closure in the C20..  

Tickets £5 or £3 for members.  Please ring Mike Nicholson on 
457448 to book a place or email: events@cuckfieldmuseum.org

HAYWARDS HEATH MUSIC SOCIETY Sat 26th 
September 2015: 7.45 pm @ St Wilfrid’s Church, 
Haywards Heath - Katherine Smith (flute) and 
Panaretos Kyriatzidis (piano)  Tickets: £12 non-members, 
with reductions for concessions and members. Further 
information from Christine Colbourne:  HH 456227, or www.
haywardsheathmusicsociety.org.uk

HAVE YOU THOUGHT OF SINGING WITH A CHOIR? 
The Fletching Singers meet on Tuesday evenings during 
term time in Fletching Village Hall from 7.45 to 9.45 p.m. We 
are a sociable, relaxed and informal group and we put on three 
enjoyable concerts a year. Our choir members come from 
many of the surrounding villages and new members are always 
welcome. In the autumn term (starts September 8th) we will 
be rehearsing for a concert of Charpentier (In Navitatem and 
Messe de Minuit) which we will be performing at Fletching 
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Church on November 28th. If you are interested in joining 
us, please contact Nick Milner-Gulland on 01273 480189 or 
email njmg@fletchingsingers.org.uk Why not come along and 
sing with us for a couple of Tuesday sessions before making a 
commitment?

THE CHILDREN’S SOCIETY is looking for people to put 
on their trainers and raise essential funds so the charity can 
continue its valuable work with vulnerable children and 
young people across the country. The brighton Marathon 
takes place on Sunday 17 April 2016 with more than 
three quarters of the field taking up the challenge for 
a charity.  This could be you in 2016!  If you have already 
booked your place, you can still fundraise for them! For more 
information please visit www.childrenssociety.org.uk/brighton 
or call the Regional Fundraising Manager, Jessica Meale, on 
0208 3909730.

Quik Notes (continued)

MIDDLE EAST UPDATE - JULY 2015 (extract)

Last week we had a great time of celebration as we held 
graduation ceremonies for our school here in Amman. The 
people we are supporting were there, together with our Jordan 
team, and we were all able to have joy in this moment. 

We are working now on trying to expand our 
education project in Jordan to include two more schools, 
and we are hoping to partner with the Greek Orthodox School 
system in this process. If we are able to move forward with this 
partnership, it would allow us to continue doing the work God 
has given us to do, but on a much larger scale!

We are also continuing to develop and expand the 
medical clinic here in Jordan, which allows us to provide 
a much needed service to our people. For example, right now 
what is needed in the clinic is a new dental chair!
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This week I have returned to England for some important 
meetings, including with our Advisory Board and one with the 
University Jewish Chaplaincy.. I was also privileged to have a 
meeting with the Archbishop of Canterbury, which was simply 
outstanding. He is totally behind us in every aspect of our 
work for the sake of the Kingdom of God. For that we truly 
give thanks and praise.

And from CANON ANDREW’S  AUGUST  LETTER

I am currently in the Holy Land. I will be launching the 
Jerusalem International School of Reconciliation (JISR) here 
in September. This will be the first school of its kind and will 
provide a platform for religious leaders of the Christian, Jewish 
and Muslim faiths to come together and introduce the power 
of reconciliation to an international audience. 

As well as the school in Amman, FRRME continues to provide 
much-needed relief to Iraqi Christians who have fled to Jordan. 
While they are safe from violence, the Jordanian Government 
does not give work permits to refugees. Therefore, we must 
provide them with food, medicine and shelter.

Our work in Iraq is ongoing. The violent takeover of Northern 
Iraq has been devastating for the Christians, who come from 
that part of the country. Those who have not been murdered 
have been hounded from their homes with only the clothes 
on their backs. I pray constantly for our brothers and sisters in 
Iraq to be delivered from this evil. 

Your generous prayers and donations help to support our 
brothers and sisters who need it the most. If you would like to 
donate to FRRME you can do so by visiting the donate page on 
our website.  www.frrme.org

With many blessings

Andrew

More than 3,000,000 Iraqis are now classified as Internally 
Displaced Persons (IDPs). Dr Sarah Ahmed meets with 
IDPs in Northern Iraq. She regularly visits the 26 camps in 
the semi-autonomous region, as well as the churches where 
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many Christian IDPs are living. Christians account for some 
125,000 of the IDPs in Kurdistan

Jordan, population 6.2 million, is now home to approx. 1.9 
million Palestinian refugees. and a growing population of 
refugees from Iraq/Syria conflict - an enormous strain on   
public services  in Jordan, a country with limited resources.

FROM ‘THE CUCKFIELD MAGAZINE’ – 
SEPTEMBER 1915

PARISH NOTES

Cuckfield Vicarage, 28th August, 1915.

My Dear Friends,

I am pleased to take this opportunity of expressing my 
sincere appreciation of the kindly welcome which has 
been given to Mrs. Wilson and myself on coming to 
Cuckfield. I fully realize the privilege of being called to 
such a delightful parish and the responsibility which 
rests upon me of endeavouring to carry on the work 
of the Church as efficiently as it has been carried on 
by those before me, and of maintaining the same high 
standard as has hitherto prevailed; but I shall face the 
future with confidence and hope if you will give me 
your friendship and your help. I was very glad that so 
many were able to be present at my institution and 
induction on August 9th. The service was dignified and 
impressive, and I hope that we shall all take to heart the 
earnest words of the Bishop of Lewes.

 I shall hope to have the pleasure of calling on all my 
parishioners, but that, of course, will take time, as there 
is so much work of divers kinds to be done. I wish to 
acknowledge, with great gratitude, the kindness which 
I have received from Prebendary Fisher, who has been 
very ready to place at my disposal all his knowledge of 
the parish and has given me much advice which will be 
very helpful. I have also been fortunate in having the 
help on Sundays of the Rev. F. G. Walker, and I am glad 
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this will be continued during September, after which 
I hope to have the help of one, and, if possible, two 
assistant curates. Meanwhile I ask you to give me your 
prayers that I may be faithful to the trust committed 
to me.

Yours sincerely,
C. W. G. Wilson

MEMORIAL SERVICE.At Evensong, on Sunday, Sept. 12th, 
a Memorial Service will be held for those fallen in the war, 
and specially for those who belonged to Cuckfield. Copies 
of the Form of Service will be provided, and the collection 
will be given to the British Red Cross Society.

ROLL OF REMEMbRANCE. The Vicar has started a Roll of 
Remembrance, which will include the names of men for whom 
our prayers are asked who have gone from Cuckfield, and of 
others who have friends or relations in this parish. It is proposed 
to have Special Intercessions at Evensong on the last Sunday 
in every month, and at this service the Roll will be read.

INTERCESSION SERVICES. A short Service of Intercession 
on behalf of our Sailors and Soldiers is held every Wednesday 
evening, at 7 p.m. Attendance has so far been satisfactory, but 
it is earnestly hoped that many more will avail themselves of 
this opportunity.

CASUALTIES IN THE WAR. News has been received that several Cuckfield men have 
been wounded, including Able Seaman Joseph Card, brother of Mr. T. Card, of the 
Ship Inn, Lance-Corporal A. R. Pierce, son of Mr. and Mrs. S. Pierce, of Penland Farm, 
and Claude Selby, of Brook Street, who were wounded at the Dardanelles, and are 
now in hospital at Alexandria. Sapper E. Pierce is in hospital at Malta, suffering from 
dysentery, and Lieut. A. W. Huckett is reported as missing. 

Mr. and Mrs. F. Smith, of Lower Highlands, have now received official notification 
that their son, Alfred Ernest Smith, was killed in action at Richebourg L’Avoue on May 
9th. He had seen service in many parts of the world, and when war broke out he was 
a pensioner, but he bravely responded to his country’s call and joined the 2nd Batt. 
Royal Sussex Regiment. 
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RECORD OF THE WAR (extracts)
The great event at home this month has been the 
taking of the Register, a step that we hope will lead to a 
better organization of our home and foreign services, if not to 
national service. This latter - equal service for all - is the most 
fair and just method of recruiting our military strength. It has 
been the common law of England since Anglo-Saxon days; that 
the King and his Government have the right to call upon every 
man to help in the defence of the country.

The first anniversary of the declaration of war has 
passed, and we now recognise that our military resources 
at the beginning of the war were utterly inadequate for the 
defence of an Empire like ours or for performing the task set 
us by the action of Germany. This and the complete failure of 
our political authorities at home to realize what an enormous 
amount of artillery and ammunition was necessary, have 
caused the present state of affairs. Still, in both these respects – 
men and guns – the earlier shortage has been, or is being, made 
good, and we may look forward to the future with confident 
hope.

On the Western and Southern fronts the English, French 
and Italians have more than held their own, while wearing 
down the German and Austrian armies.

In the Dardanelles we have steadily gained ground, and 
the recent landing of troops at Suvla Bay has been successful, 
though costly, for such an action could not be carried out 
without the loss of many valuable lives. 

The Russian armies, suffering from shortage of ammunition, 
have been obliged to withdraw still further into their own 
country, yet during their stubbornly fought retirement have 
inflicted enormous losses upon the advancing German troops.

The combined naval and military attack of the Germans 
in the Gulf of Riga has been defeated most brilliantly. 

Two events have happened this month that must drive 
home the wanton callousness of the German methods of 
warfare, and stiffen the resolve of every man to defeat such 
a despicable foe, namely, the torpedoing of the liner Arabic 
without warning, and the deliberate murder of our sailors by 
shelling  a British submarine aground in the territorial waters of 
a neutral state – Denmark.
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The Summer break has proved to be a good time to reflect 
upon our Youth Support Work provision alongside thoughts for 
planning the new Academic year from September for both the 
Friday Night Clubs and the Wednesday After School Club at 
Warden Park.

Marlene, Jonathan and Rod attended a Deanery Youth Event 
in June hosted at St. Augustine’s in Scaynes Hill, led by Ali 
Campbell, called “Keep The Faith” – this prompted thoughts 
upon our approach to the Youth Clubs and particularly how 
we might best build good relationships with the young people 
attending the Clubs and help them develop solid “life skills”, 
and improve confidence and esteem.

In the absence of any response to repeated calls for further 
Adult Volunteers to come forward it was inevitable that any 
consideration of a review of the operation of the Clubs would 
be coloured by a need to reduce numbers and also to look 
ahead to adapting in order to cover for Lisa’s forthcoming 
Maternity Leave.

Following discussion with the recently appointed 
Diocesan Youth Adviser, Dan Jenkins - who was able 
to attend one of our last Warden Park sessions and 
conversation with our Youth Support Workers, Lisa & 
Marlene, together with Michael -  a general meeting of 
the existing Adult Helper team in early August threw 
up some good ideas to take forward and it was a great 
opportunity to share the enthusiasm of the team for 
our work with the young people in our community 
and consider how to improve the same.

The consequences are, firstly that a new integrated approach to 
a “team” style of working with our members on Friday nights 
would be explored with the assistance of our Young Leaders 

THE TIMES THEY ARE A-CHANGIN
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when we meet with them to plan the Autumn term with them 
in September, combined with giving the Young Leaders greater 
responsibility for certain aspects of the activities. Secondly, 
though the hours of Club would be reduced with the younger 
Group (years 5 to 7) meeting from 19.00 to 20.30 and the 
Older Group (years 8 upwards) meeting from 20.00 to 21.30, 
and accordingly with a reduced time for the overlap of the two 
Groups down to 30 minutes.

The Young Leaders and Adult Helpers only will meet to 
agree the Autumn programme on Friday 4th September with 
the resumption of Clubs proper on the 11th September. No 
meeting at half-term on 30th October and the Clubs meetings 
as such probably finishing on Friday 4th December (Friday 11th 
December is the Xmas Shopping event and Xmas Tree Festival) 
– the school term finishes on 18th December, when we generally 
find the young people have various “end of term get-togethers”, 
parties and other activities to occupy them.

At the Warden Park After School Club we plan to meet with 
the year 10 Helpers on Weds. 9th September, with the full Club 
resuming on the following Weds. 16th September. All being well 
Michael and Marlene will have a chance to attend a year 7 and 
year 10 Assembly at the start of term to talk about the Club.

Adult Volunteers are still needed for Friday night Clubs to 
maintain our community outreach in this area.

Rod Montague

SEPTEMBER GARDEN NOTES

Despite cold winds during July and at the beginning of August 
with little rain, the summer has been mainly dry and the ground 
is far from moist, with some shallow rooting plants showing 
signs of stress (rhododendrons and hydrangeas for example). 

September is hedge cutting month - yew, holly, beech, privet, 
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hawthorn, leylandii and mixed ones,  Now the birds have 
stopped nesting and there will be minimal regrowth, hedges 
will stay neat and tidy over the winter.

Continue with dead-heading in herbaceous borders and pruning 
of shrubs such as Escallonia, Spirea, Weigelia, Olearia, Ceanothus 
and others after flowering. Also prune back Buddleais by a third 
to half to reduce wind damage in the autumn/winter. Tie in 
and prune climbing/ rambling roses, also Jasmine, Clematis, 
Solanum and Honeysuckle before the autumn winds blow.

Bulbs are out now, so buy and hope the ground softens 
considerably before planting unless you’re putting them in 
pots/tubs.  Empty and clean out pots /tubs when summer 
bedding has gone past. It’s best to clean pots before planting 
bulbs, pansies and other autumn bedding. Don’t rush out to 
buy shrubs and trees, but rather wait till October unless you 
are prepared to water them weekly, as September can be warm 
and dry. Water is best directed straight to the roots, not sprayed 
around the leaves, so empty the contents of a watering can 
around the stem. Tomatoes, cucumbers, beetroot, onions, 
brassicas and potatoes have been good, and for those away on 
holiday the grass has barely grown, saving on the mowing.

For those with fruit, harvesting of plums, apples and pears, 
autumn raspberries and blackberries is a rewarding job. There’s 
something very satisfying about gathering and storing, be it in 
boxes, in the freezer, as jam, chutney or old fashioned bottling. 
Pumpkins, squashes, marrows and any potatoes remaining 
in the ground should also be harvested before the end of the 
month.

As Harvest Festivals are celebrated, thank God for the 
abundance we enjoy in this country and pray for those who are 
less fortunate around the globe.

Lindsay Shurvell,
Chilling Street Nurseries, Sharpthorne.



31

A TRIO OF DELIGHTS 
by Mike Russell of the Sussex Wildlife Trust

Woods Mill nature reserve at Henfield has been a magnet for 
birdwatchers and photographers this summer. Expensive 
binoculars and huge lenses have been seeking out three rather 
special birds that are usually hard to find, all for different 
reasons.

Top of the list has been the turtle dove. This once common 
and widespread bird is declining at an alarming rate and is now 
very scarce in the UK. The Adur Valley is a stronghold in Sussex, 
though this by no means indicates that it is common, rather, 
a few pairs have established regular territories and Woods Mill 
and the Knepp Castle estate near West Grinstead hold the core 
of the population in Sussex. Our Woods Mill turtle dove likes 
to sit on a prominent dead tree purring away its lovely summer 
song and posing for photographers. We, along with the RSPB 
and local volunteers, are currently involved with Operation 
Turtle Dove, a programme to find out what these lovely doves 
need to help them by studying their breeding and feeding 
requirements, so that we can devise the right conservation 
measures to try and increase their numbers.

Other celebrities that people have been enjoying watching are 
a family of water rails. A relative of the much more common 
coot and moorhen, this striking bird is certainly not rare, but 
it  is very secretive and often difficult to see. However, a pair 
has been seen at Woods Mill parading a couple of chicks in the 
mill leat, to the great pleasure of many people who have had 
a chance to see these wonderful birds for the first time. In the 
30 years I have been at the Sussex Wildlife Trust, I  have always 
suspected that this was a regular breeding species but have only 
had one brief glimpse of a chick before, so it’s been a real treat 
for me a well.

Our final bird is a bit of a ‘must hear’ species rather than 
‘must see’, mainly because it is really difficult to get a good 
view of it. For the first time on the reserve, a Cetti’s warbler has 
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established a territory and its explosive, machine gun like song 
has enthralled and frustrated visitors alike. This is a good news 
story. Recorded in the UK for the first time only in 1961, it was 
another ten years before it became established as a breeding 
species and now, after a few faltering starts, it has spread 
throughout much of southern England. The spread of this bird 
northwards has been helped by years of mild winters since 
the 1970s and it is indicative of how our climate has changed 
enough for it colonise here.

Three different species - three different stories to tell. One that, 
if the decline continues at the current rate, may well become 
extinct within 25 years, another holding its own, while the third 
becoming an established widespread resident, but all of them 
providing a huge amount of pleasure  for visitors to Woods Mill 
this summer.

Adult Courses in September at Woods Mill

Friday 25th September - Putting Together a Site Management 
Plan

www.sussexwildlifetrust.org.uk/whats-on 

CUCKFIELD LADIES GROUP

The last meeting before the summer break was a croquet 
afternoon at the kind invitation of Lin Wood. Only a few knew 
the actual rules, the majority bashed away as best they could! 
All good fun! Tea followed and even a glass of wine for late 
‘stayers’. Thank you, Lin.

In September we are having a special lunch to celebrate 50 years 
of the ‘Ladies Group’ which originally began as the Cuckfield 
‘Young Wives’ The name was changed for obvious reasons, but 
despite the increase in average age, we are still very active and 
enjoy getting together.

Jan Bryan
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(Answers on page 42)

september Crossword

CLUES ACROSS:
 1. CALLED BEFORE A WEDDING (5)
 4. TOMBS FOR THE DEAD (7)
 8. VERY GOOD (7)
 9. BLACKBIRD (5)
 10. GREEK LETTER (4)
 11. CHURCH SEAT (3)
 12. PLACE (4)
 15. NT BOOK (4)
 16. FIRST MAN (4)
 18. MEASUREMENT OF LAND (4)
 19. MONK (3)
 20. SON OF EVE (4)
 24. FLUID IN VEINS OF GREEK GODS (5)
 25. ROOM (7)
 26. OT BOOK (7)
 27.  TO THE POINT (5)

CLUES DOWN:
 1. CREATING A SAINT (13)
 2. GOD CREATED IT ON THE FIRST DAY (5)
 3. MADE BY WORMS (4)
 4. HOLY (6)
 5. SCREEN (4)
 6. MEDICINE (7)
 7. UNIFORMED RELIGIOUS GROUP (9,4)
 13. PIG HOME (3)
 14. MALE/FEMALE NAME (3)
 15. FOUNDER OF THE TRIBES OF ISRAEL (7)
 17. BIBLICAL FEMALE NAME (6)
 21. HEAD OF A MONASTERY (5)
 22. RELEASE (4)
 23. ANGEL’S INSTRUMENT (4)

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8 9

10 11 12

13 14

15 16

17

18 19 20 21

22 23

24 25

26 27
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PASTORAL 
HELP LINES

VISITING – TRANSPORT- SUPPORT

IF YOU NEED HELP  
PLEASE RING ONE OF  
THESE VOLUNTEERS

Elisabeth Dunnett ................413719 
email - chelDunnett@btinternet.com

Kate Berry.............................455986 
email - kate.hodkinson@talktalk.net

Robert Norris........................453127 
email - robertnorris248@btinternet.com

or you can email : care.holytrinity@btinternet.com

when transport is involved, a donation of  
40p per mile would be appreciated by your driver
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HOPE AFRICA – Being born into poverty

Not so long ago, when Holy Trinity was able to make regular 
donations to Christian charities, both  in the UK and overseas, 
HOPE AFRICA  was one of our ‘regulars.’  I know that  some of 
us have since made it a personal charity.

As the social development programme of the Anglican church 
in Southern Africa, HOPE AFRICA is constantly dealing with 
the many problems associated with desperate poverty, one of 
which is the high number of orphans whose parents have died 
from HIV. The majority  are then cared for by a grandmother 
-  or the eldest sibling, who is sometimes as young as ten. 

The following  from a  recent letter from Archbishop Thabo 
Makgoba illustrates how desperate this situation can be :  “Being 
born into poverty with all the odds stacked against them is hard 
enough, but imagine life without the comfort of a mother’s love 
- it’s heart-breaking to say the least. But Sine (8) and Futhi (5) 
are two of the lucky ones; when they lost both their parents to 
HIV/AIDS their neighbour, Mama Rose, rescued them. Not only 
did she take them into her own home and care for them – she 
gave them the chance to believe in themselves. Without her, 
Sine and Futhi would have died, for sure. If not from hunger 
and malnutrition – then from neglect and loneliness. 

“But with four grandchildren of her own, Mama Rose already 
battles to make ends meet on her meagre state pension – with 
two more hungry mouths to feed, her income is not enough. 
It’s just too much for Mama Rose . . . rent, food, clothing, 
school fees and uniforms… it’s an endless list – especially when 
children need to be cared for. 
And you’ll be shocked to know that all seven of them share a 
tiny room in a house made from mud and reeds. There’s no 
running water or electricity and their meals of porridge and 
boiled potatoes are cooked on an open fire in the same room.

“Your donation will remind them that despite their 
circumstances, there are people who care. Together we can 
restore hope – one vulnerable child at a time.  Your contribution 
will help us supply this household – and others – with much 
needed food, clothing and school supplies. And what’s more 
you’ll be giving children like Sine and Futhi a reason to believe 
that they can beat the odds stacked against them.”
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IMMANENCE
I come in little things,

Saith the Lord:
Not borne on morning wings

of majesty, but I have set My Feet
Amidst the delicate and bladed wheat

There do I dwell, in weakness and in power.

In your strait garden plot I come to flower:
About your porch, My Vine
Meek, fruitful, doth entwine;

Waits, at the threshold, Love’s appointed hour.
I come in the little things,

Saith the Lord.

My starry wings
I do forsake,

Love’s highway of humility to take:
Meekly I fit my stature to your need.

In beggar’s part
About your gates I shall not cease to plead 

As man to speak with man, 
Till by such art

I shall achieve My Immemorial Plan,
Pass the low lintel of the human heart 

Evelyn Mary Underhill
1871-1941

“If you can help well and good, you will find HOPE AFRICA 
on the web.* And whether you can or can’t help, please 
sometimes remember in your prayers the children like Sine 
and Futhi, being cared for in abject poverty, more often than 
not by an aged grandmother unaffected by the HIV that killed 
their parents..,  she will not be ‘old’ in years, but life will have 
worn her down, as she scratches a meagre living from some 
demeaning job such as picking out cotton rags from a pile of 
rubbish. We who occasionally look after our own grandchildren 
in our comfortable homes for a few hours, or even days, know 
how tiring it can be, but to do it every day in a small mud hut 
with no mod cons in addition to  tiring hours at work is difficult 
to imagine.

I just thought I would share this with you… 

Joyce Donoghue

* www.hopeafrica.org.za
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Mid Sussex 
Alzheimers Support 
Group Carer’s 
Monthly Meetings

1st Monday of the month from 7 to 9pm.
Held at “Age Concern” (adjacent to Clair Hall),  
Perrymount Road, Haywards Heath.
For further details contact The Alzheimers Society on 
01403 750485 or 01403 213017 (Monday to Friday)

Friendship Club  
Ansty Village Hall

2.30 to 4pm on 1st Tuesday in month. Please come, have 
a cuppa and cake and a natter. Enquiries 413061. 

 Ansty Village Hall     CARD & TABLE GAMES. The third Thursday of the 
  month at Ansty Village Hall, from 2 – 4 including tea
  and cake £2. Not a serious card school – much 
  laughter. Tel 413061

Wednesday 30 
September
Ansty Garden Club

AGM & Plant Sale
Ansty Garden Club meets in the Village Hall at 7.45pm 
on the last Wednesday of the month with a varied 
programme of events including speakers, outings, plant 
sales etc. Members’ subscription is £8 per year. Visitors 
are charged £2 per evening visit. Refreshments and raffle 
at small cost. New members always welcome. For more 
details contact Chairperson : Derry Bailleaux or
Secretary: Suzanne Mace – 01444 459151

HOLY BAPTISM
Elysia Iona Burns JAMIESON
Liliana Isla Burns JAMIESON
James Daniel MARTIN
Harrison William TURNEY

HOLY MATRIMONY
Thomas Patrick PHILLIPS & Anna Sarah TOPPING
Michael Craig EMMESS & Emily Elizabeth BOURKE
Daniel Paul FILMER & Catherine Louise Margaret PAGE
Michael Bernard GOVES & Jessica Claire BALDWIN
David PERCIVAL & Helen Rose KEITH
Gary Alan HILLS & Claire Marie WILKS

THANKSGIVING FOR MARRIAGE
Kevin Anthony CADD & Emma Jane CADD

IN MEMORIAM
Robert (Bob) MUMBRAY Aged 77
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Bellringers Friday evenings 7.45–9.15pm.

Choir Choir practice Friday evenings 7.30–8.45pm. (There are 
no practices during August)

InSpire Youth Club Friday evenings (term time only) in the Old School (South 
Door). 
Years 5-7 from 6.30 - 8.30pm.
Year 8 and above from 7.30 - 9.30pm
£1 subs, activities, games, friendship and much more.

Holy Trinity 
Mens Group

16 September – Curry Night

For more information contact Clive Simmonds 01444 
454481 or email: clivesimmonds@btinternet.com

Home Groups  Alternate Thursday Evenings (2 groups), 8pm call Clive & 
Isobel Simmonds 01444 454481
Tuesday, 8.00pm (in term time). David and Ros 
Thunder, Wayfarers, South Street, Tel. 417103.

Prayer Group 15 September10am in The Lady Chapel
Tel. Margaret Walker 454272. 

Mothers’ Union Tuesday 8 September 10am Understanding Islam 
Committee Room the Old School             
Please contact Ros Thunder 417103 for more details     

Little Ones Church 
Service

Come  for  a story, some songs  and a prayer. All welcome.  
Please  contact  Catherine Snashall  for more  details  
01444  454712 or 07775932823.



Regular events (contined)
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Royal British 
Legion 
(Women’s Section)

23 September – Group Meeting Cuckfield     Spinning – 
Daphne Stuart

Meetings take place at 2.30pm in The Old School, Cuckfield

Cuckfield Crafts 
and Market

For information or to book contact Beverley Smith 
01444 440274 or Jane Ravell 01444 451454 

Cuckfield Local 
Market

9.30am to 12.30pm. Food Market at The Talbot, High 
Street, Cuckfield

Cuckfield Evening 
Flower Club

11 September – Supper

25 September Coach Trip Leeds Castle Flower Festival

Cuckfield Ladies 
Group

Tuesday 1sSeptember – Lunch to celebrate 50 years of 
the Ladies Group at Pamela Knighton’s

Please contact Jan Bryan (414891) for more details.

Solo Lunch The next Solo Lunch will be on Sunday 13 September. 
Tickets are available from the church office. Cost £5.

Cuckfield 
Evening WI

15 September – Across America with a Wheelchair Anne 
Chance

Meetings take place at 8pm in the Old School.

 ANSWERS TO SEPTEMBER CROSSWORD 

ACROSS: 1.BANNS 4.SHRINES 8.ANGELIC 9.OUSEL 10.IOTA 11.PEW 12 AREA 
15.ACTS 16.ADAM 18.ACRE 19.DOM 20.CAIN 24.ICHOR 25.CHAMBER 
26.NUMBERS 27.PITHY

DOWN: 1.BEATIFICATION 2.NIGHT 3.SILK 4.SACRED 5.ROOD 6.NOSTRUM 
7.SALVATION ARMY 13.STY 14.IDA 15.ABRAHAM 17.DORCAS 21.ABBOT 22.FREE 
23.HARP
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SUNDAY 6 SEPTEMBER – FOURTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY
 8.00am Holy Communion 
   Isaiah 35: 4-7a; James 2: 1-10, 14-17; 
   Mark 7: 24-end
 9.45am Family Service
 11.00am Holy Communion (Traditional Language) 
   Isaiah 35: 4-7a; James 2: 1-10, 14-17;
 6.00pm Evening Prayer 
   Exodus 14: 5-end; Matthew 6: 1-18

SUNDAY 13 SEPTEMBER – FIFTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY
 8.00am Holy Communion  
   As 9.45am
 9.45am Parish Communion 
   Isaiah 50: 4-9a; James 3: 1-12 
   Mark 9: 30-37
 6.00pm Evening Communion

SUNDAY 20 SEPTEMBER – SIxTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY
 8.00am Holy Communion 
  As 9.45am
 9.45am Parish Communion 
   Jeremiah 11: 18-20; James 3: 13-4: 3, 7-8a; 
   Mark 9: 30-37
 6.00pm Evening Prayer 
   Exodus 19: 10-end; Matthew 8: 23-end

SUNDAY 27 SEPTEMBER – HARVEST (TRINITY 17)
 8.00am Holy Communion (Traditional Language) 
   As 9.45am
 9.45am Parish Communion 
   Joel 2: 21-27; 1 Timothy 2: 1-7; 
   Matthew 6: 25-33
 6.00pm Harvest Service of Lessons & Hymns

The master pages (including adverts) used to print this magazine can be 
viewed at www.holytrinitycuckfield.org/directory/parish-magazine/ 



Holy trinity Cuckfield

SUNDAY SERVICES  &  MAJOR FESTIVALS
FOR THE MONTH

(SEE INSIDE)

WEEKDAY SERVICES – NORMALLY IN THE LADY CHAPEL 
 Monday 9.00am Morning Prayer 
 Wednesday 10.15am Holy Communion
 Thursday 9.00am Holy Communion
 Friday 11.00am Holy Communion,  
   traditional language

FOR CHILDREN - IN THE OLD SCHOOL – SUNDAYS

 Noah’s Arkages  0 to 3
 Children’s Churchages  3 to 10
 Pathfinders action for 11 to 13 year olds.

except for 1st Sunday of each month when all join the Family Service

and during the school summer holidays.

for details of weekday youth activities see regular events

NEWCOMERS AND VISITORS ARE MOST WELCOME 
COME AND SEE!  

JOIN US FOR COFFEE IN THE OLD SCHOOL 
AFTER 9.45 SERVICES 

Michael Maine, Vicar


