
Candlemas Evensong 2018 

 

 

The truth is that ever since I was a child I have been very fond of the Feast of Candlemas 

which we celebrate today. It’s not just the chance to light candles and imitate the journey 

to the Temple (which we did this morning), nor the chance (however lovely) to hear 

Johannes Eccard’s beautiful anthem, ‘When to the Temple Mary went,’ which we have just 

heard this evening.  

 

Rather, for me it’s one of those Christian markers we have through the year which are full 

of mystic symbolism which enriches our faith, but more, brings radiance to our lives. 

Celebrated by our forebears since early times (the 200s at least), we have the yearly 

recounting of that extraordinary meeting the Temple between a country couple with their 

40-day old little baby, and the powerfully described figures of Simeon and Anna, 

representing the priesthood and prophecy of Judaism.  

 

Now perhaps mysticism doesn’t do much for you, but Luke the Gospel writer conjures up 

the splendour of the Herodian Temple worship with its offerings and sacrifices, and yet 

which is surpassed in the face of a tiny child when Simeon, glorifying God, declares Jesus to 

be a ‘Light to lighten the Gentiles, and the Glory of Your people Israel.’  

 

Candlemas falling as it does forty days after Christmas, leads us towards the forty days of 

Lent – that yearly opportunity to prepare ourselves to celebrate the Paschal mystery in 

which we are drawn into Resurrection Life through the grace and self-giving of Jesus Christ. 

This is at the heart of who we are as the body of Christ. It is easy in this day and age to 

forget the cost to Jesus Christ who, in Christian terminology, redeems us with his precious 

blood.  

 

As I say, this sort of language is increasingly uncommon in the Western Church, and yet is 

the sole reason our faith exists at all – the sense that through Jesus offering himself for us 

on the cross – and this should be seen as an individual gift for each of us – drawing us into 

participation and incorporation into the very life and heart of God. God’s rootedness in life 

and death in the face of Jesus is life-sustaining in the fullest sense. The Christian Faith is, as 

C S Lewis pointed out, revealed not in submitting to God, or undertaking penances, fasts or 

ceremonies in order to be allowed in. It represents the overflowing Grace of God available 

to every human being. Our response is to know that Grace, to live it and reveal it in our 

own interaction with the world. The Christian signs of Baptism, Holy Communion and the 

sacramental life of the Church, flow out from the fact that the whole of creation is 

sacramental because of God’s glory which is shot through it. 

And all this flows from the face of Jesus, that baby held by Simeon.  

 

The passage we heard as our first reading tonight from the Prophet Haggai talks of the 

future glory of the Temple. Haggai, living during the reign of the Persian king Darius I, and at 

this point Solomon’s Temple lay in ruins, and yet Haggai describes restoration in 

remarkable language: ‘I will shake the heavens and the earth and the sea and the dry land; and I 

will shake all the nations, so that the treasure of all nations shall come, and I will fill this house with 

splendour, says the Lord of hosts.’ This sense of the foundations of all life being shaken are 



read by Christians as a sign that Jesus is seen as the fulfilment of such prophecy, and indeed 

is the greater Temple of God revealed within our humanity and that we are called to be 

Temples of the Holy Spiritb.  

 

This is what John draws us to consider in our second reading. Our journey through the 

Christmas and Epiphany season has led us through the opening of John’s Gospel. The Great 

Prologue, with its imagery of the Word made Flesh is followed directly by John the Baptist 

pointing to Jesus as the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. We then have 

the call of the first disciples, together with their different responses. The Wedding at Cana 

reveals the overflowing of grace revealed in an account of the changing of water into wine, 

and then - here we are at the Temple.  Jesus confronts the corruption he finds – John gives 

us the image of Jesus making a whip of cords to drive out the animals and those defiling the 

house of God with their crooked transactions. However, John takes us immediately to 

consider what and where holiness is to be found – indeed, what the passage of salvation is 

to be: 18 The Jews then said to him, ‘What sign can you show us for doing this?’ 19 Jesus answered 

them, ‘Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.’ 20 The Jews then said, ‘This temple 

has been under construction for forty-six years, and will you raise it up in three days?’ 21 But he was 

speaking of the temple of his body. 22 After he was raised from the dead, his disciples remembered 

that he had said this; and they believed the scripture and the word that Jesus had spoken. 

 

This takes us back to Simeon and Anna. Simeon, filled with the Holy Spirit (and in the vivid 

imagery of Luke) holds the baby and proclaims the drawing of all people into the knowledge 

of God’s love revealed through within our humanity. Anna’s role is different. Anna starts to 

praise God and proclaim to all those she meets the news of this child who will transform 

all. 

 

On this Festival we have a backward glance towards the stable in Bethlehem, the image of 

which the passage of Christian history has tended to make into a chocolate box image. Of 

course, it should remind us of the humblest circumstance in which God’s Son was born. It 

is, after all, not far removed from the birth. day by day, of children in the many grim refugee 

camps around the world which are a scandal for humanity.  

 

This child, who is raised in his arms by Simeon, is revealed for them as much as for you and 

me. Through him - the Light of Life - all are drawn into God’s Love, and all who know him 

are called, like Anna, to proclaim New Life in him and the abiding knowledge of God’s Love 

within humanity.  

 

As we say farewell to the Crib, we remember Robert Herrick’s little poem, ‘Ceremony 

upon Candlemas Eve: 

 

"Down with the rosemary, and so 

Down with the bays and mistletoe; 

Down with the holly, ivy, all, 

Wherewith ye dress'd the Christmas Hall" Robert Herrick (1591–1674), "Ceremony upon Candlemas Eve" 

 

Yes, away with them, but secure in the knowledge of God’s Loving Grace, ever revealed in 

the face of Jesus Christ! 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Robert_Herrick_(poet)


Haggai 2: 1-8 

 

2 In the second year of King Darius, 1 in the seventh month, on the twenty-first day of the month, the 

word of the Lord came by the prophet Haggai, saying: 2 Speak now to Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel, 

governor of Judah, and to Joshua son of Jehozadak, the high priest, and to the remnant of the people, and 

say, 3 Who is left among you that saw this house in its former glory? How does it look to you now? Is it 

not in your sight as nothing? 4 Yet now take courage, O Zerubbabel, says the Lord; take courage, O Joshua, 

son of Jehozadak, the high priest; take courage, all you people of the land, says the Lord; work, for I am 

with you, says the Lord of hosts, 5 according to the promise that I made you when you came out of Egypt. 

My spirit abides among you; do not fear. 6 For thus says the Lord of hosts: Once again, in a little while, I will 

shake the heavens and the earth and the sea and the dry land; 7 and I will shake all the nations, so that the 

treasure of all nations shall come, and I will fill this house with splendour, says the Lord of hosts. 8 The 

silver is mine, and the gold is mine, says the Lord of hosts. 9 The latter splendour of this house shall be 

greater than the former, says the Lord of hosts; and in this place, I will give prosperity, says the Lord of 

hosts. 
 

John 2: 18-22 

 
13 The Passover of the Jews was near, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 14 In the temple he found people selling 

cattle, sheep, and doves, and the money-changers seated at their tables. 15 Making a whip of cords, he drove all of 

them out of the temple, both the sheep and the cattle. He also poured out the coins of the money-changers and 

overturned their tables. 16 He told those who were selling the doves, ‘Take these things out of here! Stop making my 

Father’s house a market-place!’ 17 His disciples remembered that it was written, ‘Zeal for your house will consume 

me.’ 18 The Jews then said to him, ‘What sign can you show us for doing this?’ 19 Jesus answered them, 

‘Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.’ 20 The Jews then said, ‘This temple has been under 

construction for forty-six years, and will you raise it up in three days?’ 21 But he was speaking of the temple 

of his body. 22 After he was raised from the dead, his disciples remembered that he had said this; and they 

believed the scripture and the word that Jesus had spoken. 

 

 

 

 


