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Magazine June 2018

Dear Friends,

HOSTILE ENVIRONMENT – BEWARE

I am struck just by how many areas of both public life (including the 
Church) now seem fair game for distain, ridicule and hostile attacks. You 
name it, and the very elements of national life have become targets for 
those passing judgement largely off their own bat, and, with the rise of 
social media, increasingly in what to many seems a pack mentality. There 
is now no area of public life (or even private life) which is not open to the 
comment of others. Much of this is often hurtful, cruel or damaging.  

Don’t get me wrong, because there are serious concerns in many areas, 
particularly in the world of sport, social care, the NHS, government and 
other organs of the State, where serious questions need to be asked and 
addressed. However, there is a fine line between serious questions and 
concerns, allegations, misinformation and bullying.

As far as the Church is concerned there are legitimate questions to be 
asked. Our diocese has recently been under investigation as the test case 
at the Jay enquiry over past failings regarding child abuse. We should 
be shocked at the failings which occurred in spotting and dealing with 
the disgraceful things which occurred historically. The way in which the 
hierarchy within the Chichester diocese were so divided that this allowed 
abusers to go undetected or not dealt with properly is a disgrace to us. 
This has quite rightly led to severe criticism of not just these failings, but 
the disgraceful way in which victims and survivors were not believed 
or dealt with in an appropriate (i.e. Christian) manner. The enquiry has 
shamed the diocese – and quite rightly so.

The important thing to say is that I do believe that our diocese now has 
structures in place which should serve as a model for the wider Church in 
the way in which work with children, young people and vulnerable adults 
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is carried out. We are fortunate at Holy Trinity to have Rod Montague in 
charge of this aspect of our own community’s engagement on this front. 
He is meticulous in keeping everything up to date, for which we owe him 
a debt of gratitude. Thank you, Rod!

The shadow of this disgrace has done two things: it has cast its dark 
shadow over the rest of the ministry of the Church (we should remember 
the abuse was carried out by a tiny number of abusers), and that during 
this period countless other people will have been blessed by faithful 
ministry by clergy and lay people in God’s name. The other shadow is 
that the Church itself is regarded by many as deeply unattractive and (for 
some) beyond the pale. 

The Church faces a huge task in rebuilding credibility and trust. In this, 
we all have a responsibility to reveal the grace of God within our lives – 
a grace which is open to all. This grace we know to be transformational 
because it is made known within our flawed humanity in the face of Jesus 
Christ, who gave himself for each one of us.

With love,
Michael

FroM the Vicar’s desk

Confirmation We are fortunate to be having a parish confirmation service 
on Sunday July 1st at 9.45 a.m., when Bishop Mark will be joining us. I hope 
that everyone will make the effort to attend. Please pray for our candidates 
who are preparing for this moment in their lives when they confirm their 
faith in Jesus Christ – a transformational moment not just for them but for 
the whole community. We will all have the chance to support them on this 
new and important chapter in their lives. Because of this, there will be no 
11.00 a.m. Communion on that Sunday, although we will be back to normal 
for the rest of the year. 



5

Ascension Day Although this will be a distant memory by the time you 
read this, we celebrated Ascension Day in style this year. At the 9.00 a.m. 
Communion, Steve (who gives talks on art in the Old School) showed us 
a portrait he had painted of a young Indian girl. He works as a volunteer 
for a Christian charity who had rescued her from prostitution after her 
parents sold her. Her life has been transformed through faith in Christ, and 
the charity is now paying for her education. Steve’s remarkable painting 
illustrates this transformation. Following this, I led a service at Holy Trinity 
School outside on the playing field. The children sang an Ascension hymn 
(very loudly) followed by an even louder Alleluia! The afternoon saw me 
at Horsted Keynes presiding at a school Eucharist in the churchyard there, 
where bubbles were used to illustrate our prayers ascending to God. Finally, 
our own Sung Eucharist in the evening was more formal, but still joy-filled!  

Cuckfield Remembers You will be hearing much more about the village 
commemorations taking place around the centenary of Armistice Day on 
November 11th. I just wanted to record my thanks to Paul Goldfinch, who 
chairs the group, Alyona Smith (secretary) and all who have offered their 
time and talents. You will be hearing soon of the various events which I 
believe will greatly enrich our community’s understanding of the sacrifices 
made by Cuckfield and its inhabitants during that period.

The Magazine I have written before of the need for other people to share 
the burden of editing the magazine each month. We have been fortunate 
that since Joyce Donoghue relinquished this role the year before last, David 
Thunder and Ian Walden have shouldered this task between them. However, 
Ian is now unable to carry on owing to work commitments, and the whole 
responsibility is falling on David’s shoulders. WE NEED HELP! Holy Trinity is 
fortunate that the magazine still has a very large circulation (approaching 
500) and raises money for the parish. The role of editor is basically to put 
things in order (particularly from the vicar!) and to encourage contributions 
of interest. The magazine can only be as good as the material supplied. 
Having a reasonable ability with a computer is necessary, but the actual 
typesetting is out-sourced, and printing done in-house. This means that the 
basic work is text-based. Please consider if you might be able share in this 
work. Do talk to David or myself for further details.
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I am the Bread

As once by manna in outcasted ways
unseen, unknown, from opened hand
(but those who tasted then had spent their days)
he came once more corporeal and
to nourish deep the inner need
(that need he recognised) to feed-
outraged and shocked those, pious, heard – 
this – this his body chose to give
that all who came to him might live;
implicit as of old averred
his own divinity: the bread
I am, he said.
(Hilary Clare – Reflections from John)  

i aM – a series oF articles about John’s gospel

John’s Gospel, with its emphasis on love and the glorification of Christ through 
his crucifixion, is substantially different in style to the three Synoptic Gospels, and 
scholars estimate that about 90 percent of the material in John is unparalleled 
in Matthew, Mark or Luke. It is also notable for what is missing from its narrative 
compared to the other three. Yet over the centuries John’s Gospel has inspired 
artists and musicians, theologians, poets and thinkers, and countless Christians. 
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It marks a high point in New Testament theology and profoundly shaped 
Christian doctrine. As a work, it provided a witness so simple and powerful that 
its influence on Christian consciousness is unsurpassed. At the same time, there 
are some people (particularly conservative-evangelical Christians) who regard it 
as a false presentation of Christ’s story in historical terms. Another charge often 
laid at John’s door is that of its role in laying the foundations of terrible anti-
Semitism. This is because the Gospel writer keeps speaking about ‘the Jews,’ 
when in fact he means the authorities within Judaism at the time of Jesus. 
Nevertheless, John’s Gospel remains a source of great inspiration for Christians 
today whilst still generating debate and scholarly exploration.

Whilst it was recognised very early on that the Gospel was spiritual (as Clement 
of Alexandria called it) modern scholarship has established some understanding 
of its origins and construction. It is likely that the Gospel reached its current form 
between 90 and 110 A.D. and originated from a group known as the Johannine 
community, probably originally made up of highly religiously motivated Jews. It is 
likely that this community was threatened by dissention from within and rivalry 
and persecution from without, which led to profound theological reflection about 
Jesus and the emerging church, which in turn (because of the power of the book) 
created an  orthodoxy for Christianity  The overriding themes of the Gospel (and 
the Letters of John, which in all likelihood came from the same community) are 
absolute commitment to Jesus as Son of God, and their love for one another 
as Jesus’ brothers and sisters,’ – in other words, highly egalitarian.  In terms of 
literature, the Gospel is in simple Greek, yet the imagery is dense and rich with 
much use of symbolic language, metaphors and discourses. The ‘cosmic’ nature 
of the Gospel is apparent from start to finish, and the reader is in no doubt as 
to the nature of the pre-existent Son of God who, as ‘the Word’ or Wisdom was 
God from the beginning before taking humanity upon himself as Jesus. Another 
important theme is that salvation for John is a ‘present-tense orientation,’ which 
leads us to consider how WE lead lives of Resurrection here and now.

Next month – I am
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St John the Evangelist 
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saint oF the Month

Although we have entered the unutterably drearily-named 
‘season’ of Ordinary Time, there is a rich hagiography of 
saints during the month of June – Petroc, Columba, Alban and 
Etheldreda together with St Richard of Chichester, and the 
commemoration of Thomas Ken and Richard Baxter are just 
a few, and they all provide rich examples of revealing faith in 
different ways. The story of Boniface is one worth considering.

Saint Boniface (c. 675 – 5 June 754 AD), born Winfrid in 
the kingdom of Wessex in Anglo-Saxon England, was a 
leading figure in the Anglo-Saxon mission to the Germanic 
parts of the Frankish Empire during the 8th century. He 
organized Christianity in many parts of Germania and was 
made archbishop of Mainz by Pope Gregory III. Boniface was 
martyred in Frisia in 754, along with 52 others, and his remains 
were returned to Fulda, where they rest in a sarcophagus 
which became a site of pilgrimage. Boniface’s life and death 
as well as his work became widely known, and there is the 
near-contemporary Life – the Vita Bonifatii auctore Willibaldi, 
legal documents, possibly some sermons, and above all his 
correspondence. 

He became the patron saint of Germania, known as the 
‘Apostle of the Germans’.

The role Boniface played made him one of the truly outstanding 
creators of the first Europe, as the apostle of Germania, and 
that through his efforts to reorganize and regulate the church 
of the Franks, he helped shape Western Christianity. Many 
of the dioceses he proposed (including Würzburg and Efurt) 
remain today. There is still much devotion to him to this 
day, and he is celebrated as a great missionary and unifier 
of Europe. Although an Anglo-Saxon, he is seen (mainly by 
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the parish Magazine 
copy date

Copy date for the JULY edition 
of the magazine is no later than

MONDAY 11th JUNE. 
Please email contributions 

in WORD format to: 

duty-editor@holytrinitycuckfield.org

German Catholics) as a Germanic national figure. I have to 
admit that as a child I was fascinated by the stained glass 
window in Truro Cathedral which showed Boniface chopping 
down the Sacred Tree of Thor in Hesse! 
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the Friends oF holy trinity 
church

present
Romeo and Juliet

performed by The HandleBards
at Cuckfield Park on Saturday 16th June

The HandleBards are the world’s first cycling theatre company. Before 
touring their ‘seriously silly’ production of Romeo and Juliet around the 
world, they pedalled it 1,500 miles around the UK by bicycle with all the 
necessary sets, props and costumes in tow. 

With The Handlebards all-female troupe, you can expect riotous amounts 
of energy, a fair whack of chaos and a great deal of laughter.

Bring your families, friends, rugs, chairs and a picnic to Cuckfield Park. 
Gates will open at 2.30 p.m. and the performance begins at 4.00 p.m.

Tickets are £15 each (children under 16 are £5) and £18 on the day.

Tickets are available from Pepperbox in Cuckfield, Carousel Music in Haywards 
Heath and from FOHTCC@btinternet.com. Wet weather plans have been made.

There will be a cash bar, raffle and free parking.
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the Fletching singers
The Fletching Singers welcome their new musical director, Michael 
Fields, to lead the choir in their summer concert. The choir will 
perform a varied repertoire, ranging from arrangements of 1960’s 
songs (Feelin’ Groovy, Up, up and Away) to items by some of this 
century’s finest choral composers.

Among these, we hear the lively Little Jazz Mass by Bob Chilcott 
(one of the original King’s Singers) and in contrast Sure on this 
Shining Night by Morten Lauridsen, America’s most frequently 
performed choral composer.

The concert will take place at 
cumnor house school theatre, danehill

6.30 p.m., Sunday, 17th June

In the interval, 
the audience is invited to picnic
in the school’s beautiful grounds

tickets (£12) are available 
in advance from choir members, 

by calling 01825 712462
or online from 

www.fletchingsingers.co.uk
or on the door on the night.
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the Jesse WindoW – Family History made easy

For what has been – thanks. For what will be, yes
Dag Hammarskjöld (1905-1961) – former Secretary General 
of the United Nations

INTRODucTION

The prophet Isaiah in the Old Testament had long ago told the 
Jews to expect the coming of a Messiah (a saviour, liberator 
or king) and he explained it this way: ‘A shoot shall come out 
from the stock of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his 
roots’. The Messiah would be known when he came because 
‘The spirit of the Lord shall rest on him, the spirit of wisdom 
and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit 
of knowledge and the fear of the Lord. His delight shall be in 
the fear of the Lord. He shall not judge by what his eyes see or 
decide by what his ears hear’. 

The particular sign of this coming would be that a ‘woman is 
with child and shall bear a son and shall name him Emmanuel 
(meaning ‘God is with us’)’. That Messiah, whom we know as 
Jesus, was born in fulfilment of Isaiah’s prophecy - to Mary, 
‘a virgin, engaged to a man whose name was Joseph of the 
House of David’. And so it was that, when the decree went out 
from the Emperor Augustus that everyone had to go back to 
their birth town to be registered, Joseph and Mary set out for 
Bethlehem, ‘the city of David’, because Joseph was ‘descended 
from the house and family of David’, and it is there that Christ 
was born.

It was important to early Jewish believers in Christ to 
understand the genealogy of Jesus, to be certain that he was 
indeed the direct descendant of Jesse that was talked about, 
that the root and branches of the ‘family tree’ (as we would 
call it) from Jesse to Joseph could be traced and shown to be 
Christ’s ‘lineage’. The Gospel of St Matthew (himself a Jew), 
written about 100 years after the death of Christ, devotes 
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the first 17 verses to reciting ‘an account of the genealogy of 
Jesus, the Messiah, the son of David, the son of Abraham’: the 
last verse notes there 14 generations from Abraham to King 
David, another 14 from David to the deportation to Babylon, 
and a final 14 generations from Babylon to Joseph, making in 
total 43 generations to Christ.

THE JESSE TREE

The Jesse Tree illustrated in the stained glass window in the 
north west corner of our church is thus a form of family tree, 
a traditional way of describing Christ’s genealogy over the 43 
generations. There are four strange things about this family 
tree compared to what we might expect:

•	 The first is that it is inverted (that’s Jesse asleep at 
the root of the tree, rather than being at the ‘top’, 
as the father figure from which all others ‘descend’, 
as we would put it);

•	 The second is that at its top is not Joseph, the actual 
‘descendant’, but Mary, with Christ in her arms. 
Underneath her image is written Maria splendida 
et matutina, Latin for ‘O Mary, Bright Star of the 
Morning’. So this is a tree which is crowned, in both 
senses of the word, by a blaze of light and glory: 
Jesus the crowning ‘light of the world’, the final 
triumph, radiating out from the bright morning star 
that gave birth to that light. Again, we might detect 
the echo of Isaiah’s words: ‘The people that walked 
in darkness have seen a great light: they that dwell 
in the land of the shadow of death, upon them has 
the light shined’; or we might think of the words of 
St John at the beginning of his Gospel: ‘What has 
come into being in him was life, and the life was the 
light of all people. The light shines in the darkness, 
and the darkness did not overcome it’;
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•	 The third thing that strikes us is that this tree, with 
its roots around the sleeping Jesse, actually turns 
into a vine as it grows upwards with all its intricate 
branches and twirling foliage: this imagery echoes 
Christ’s own words: ‘I am the vine, you are the 
branches: he that abides in me, and I in him, the 
same brings forth much fruit: for without me you 
can do nothing’;

•	 And the last point is that scattered between Jesse 
at the bottom and Mary at the top are not 43 
generations, but a seemingly random collection of 
key figures from the genealogy: in the centre above 
Jesse you might spot King David, author of the 
Psalms with his harp, above him King Solomon, and 
to left and right various other ancestors (Roboam, 
Asa, Osaphae, Josias, etc). This is actually a function 
of the size of the window: larger Jesse windows 
show more of the ancestry, smaller windows show 
a more compressed version, as here.

JeSSe WIndoWS – a BIT of HISToRy

The oldest stained glass window in England is the great Jesse 
window at York Minister which dates from about 1150; this 
window is derived from the one at Chartres Cathedral (1145), 
which itself can finds its antecedents in the slightly earlier Jesse 
window at the Basilica of St Denis (1140). The windows were 
quickly copied and became a feature of many smaller churches 
in the Norman era. It is tempting to ask why these windows had 
particular appeal to the Normans and equally tempting to think, 
as they busied themselves imposing diocesan structures on the 
hitherto higgledy piggledy Celtic and Saxon field churches they 
took over as they invaded, that this might be something to do 
with asserting legitimacy and authority, the Normans as part of 
God’s plan for the church as foretold. 
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After windows the Jesse tree quickly started to appear in 
illuminated Psalters (because of the association with King David) 
and illuminated Gospels (usually a whole page illustrating the 
start of St Matthew’s Gospel). One thing is certain: it is the only 
prophecy of the Old Testament to be so frequently and literally 
illustrated right through the Middle Ages.

The Jesse Tree also appeared in Mediaeval Mystery Plays: the 
tree was used first in the opening tableau as the Tree of Life 
in the Garden of Eden, then as a Jesse tree to illustrate the 
genealogy of Christ, and lastly as the Tree on which Christ is 
crucified. As the play unfolded, it was customary to decorate 
it, first with golden apples for Eden, then with various hangings 
to represent Christ’s ancestors (a tiny ark for Noah, a bundle of 
twigs for Isaac, a little ladder for Jacob, a harp for David, etc). 
From this practice grew the early Advent Calendar, marking 
off the final days to the birth of Christ with appropriate daily 
readings and chant (The Antiphons); and eventually of course 
we can detect the early roots of our Christmas tree in the 
decorations of the Jesse tree.

With the iconoclasm of the Reformation many of these 
windows were wrecked: some (and York is a case in point) were 
removed into storage and were able to make reappearance 
in safer times. It was not until the 19th Century and the 
great Anglo-Catholic revival of all things Mediaeval and pre-
Reformation that Jesse windows were again designed, and our 
window is an example of that late revival of interest, not just 
in the Mediaeval but, more importantly, in the re-instatement 
of the crucial role of Mary.

Other examples of Jesse windows can be seen at: Christchurch 
Priory (14th Century carved stone reredos); St Michael and All 
Angels, Lyndhurst (fresco); Wimborne Minster (partly recreated 
window from glass brought back from Belgium by John Bankes 
of Kingston Lacy); Milton Abbey (modern example); Holy 
Trinity, West Lulworth; Winchester Cathedral and Winchester 



24

College Chapel; St James, Portsmouth; Bath Abbey and Wells 
Cathedral; All Saints Margaret Street, London; Buckfast Abbey 
(marble floor); St Helen’s Church Abingdon (wooden ceiling).

a RefleCTIon oR TWo

•	 The researching of family trees, the fascination 
with family history, the need to see our own lives 
set in time and space, the ‘timeline’ beloved of 
Face Book: these are the currency of many hobbies, 
interests and pastimes today. It makes the notion of 
a Jesse Tree sound strangely modern: like all family 
histories, full of glosses and inaccuracies, of gaps 
that need filling, puzzles that need solving, we are 
seemingly fascinated by who we are, where we 
have come from, how we got here. The popular BBC 
programme on celebrity family history seems to 
sum up this interest in its title. It is called, somewhat 
obsessively, ‘Who do you think you are?’

•	 Jesus is frequently and particularly asked real, not 
narcissistic, questions along the lines of ‘who do 
you think you are?’ - about his celebrity status, as it 
is perceived by those around him: ‘Are you the Son 
of Man?’ ‘Are you the Messiah?’ Jesus usually turns 
this question round and asks of others ‘Who do 
you say that I am?’ As a title of a BBC programme, 
perhaps not quite so catchy, but far better-framed.

•	 In the church’s great prayer, The Litany of 
Thanksgiving for the Holy Ones of God, we recite 
thanks for all those who have gone before, for all 
those who have brought us to this time and place, 
‘For Abraham and Sarah, for Jacob, and Moses, for 
Esther and Deborah …’ The prayer comes right up to 
date by adding in the names of other people who 
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have influenced who we are and what we believe. 
In the Chichester Diocese, for example, we add the 
names of St Wilfrid and St Richard, St Cuthman, of 
Bishop Lancelot Andrewes, and Dietrich Bonhoeffer. 
They are not formally in the family tree, of course, 
but they do help to answer who we think we are, 
who we say we are. 

•	 for what has been, thanks: we might reflect on who 
are the people in our immediate family tree and 
beyond who have most influenced who we are today - 
and for whom we might give thanks: relations, friends, 
a priest, a teacher, a mentor or guide;

•	 for what will be, yes: as we look at the Jesse tree 
with Christ and his Mother at the top, the bright 
morning star of light, the culmination of the ascent, 
it as if there is no further to go; it is as if the ladder 
by which we climbed to its top has disappeared. 
Christ of course has no children: he is both the end 
of the tree and a beginning, the Alpha and Omega; 
and we are his children now, the hands and feet that 
do his work, the members of his continuing ‘family 
tree’.

•	 Jesus says: “I am the vine, you are the branches: 
he that abides in me, and I in him, the same 
brings forth much fruit: for without me you can do 
nothing”. amen.

David Thunder
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(continued on page 23)

FroM cuckField parish Magazine June 1918

PARISH NOTES

The Roll of Honour – It is with very great regret that we 
record the death of another of our Cuckfield lads who 
has given his life for his country. On April 26th Rifleman 
oliver Sharman Huckett, London Regiment, was killed by 
a shell when he was in the trenches. He was only 18 years 
of age, and he was the younger son of the Revd Walter 
and Mrs. Buckett, of Meadfoot, to whom we offer our 
most sincere sympathy, especially as this is the second 
son that they have lost in the war - and their other son, 
who is now in Canada, has been invalided out of the 
Army, having been severely wounded.

It is with great regret that we record the death of Private 
A. H. Hole, killed in action on April 26th. As recently as last 
December 1st he was married in our Church to Miss Emily 
Gertrude Beard, and the young widow has the sincere 
sympathy of us all in her grief. 

No news has been received with regard to Jack Bates 
or Thomas H. dance, and Herbert Quickenden has also 
been reported as missing.

Private H. l. Gladman, Royal Fusiliers, has been wounded 
in the right arm by a shell and is in hospital at Rouen, where 
we hope he will make good progress, and Mr. franklin 
young is going on well, though his condition is still very 
serious, and his mother and sister are passing through a 
time of great anxiety. Private l. Rhodes and Private W. 
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(continued from page 29)

Perry have been wounded but are making good progress 
towards recovery, which is very satisfactory.

News has at last been received that Private W. G. ede, son 
of Mr. and Mrs. J. Ede, of Long Acre, has been wounded 
and is a prisoner of war in Germany.  He says there is no 
cause to be in any trouble about him, as he is going on 
all right.

In Memoriam – During the past few weeks two or three 
well-known parishioners have passed to their rest. On 
April 30th Mr. John Butcher died at the comparatively 
early age of 54, and on May 11th Mr. H. Streeter, of 
Inholmes, died after a very short illness. They were well-
known and respected residents in the parish, and much 
sympathy is felt for Mrs. Butcher and also Mrs. Streeter 
and their daughters. On Sunday, May 12th, Hettie Page 
died after a short illness, to the great grief of her parents 
and schoolfellows. She was buried on the afternoon of 
the following: the pathway leading from the lych-gate to 
the Church door was lined by the school children, each 
carrying a bunch of flowers, and the members of the 
Cuckfield Troop of Girl Guides were present as a guard 
of honour, as well as a section of the Boy Scouts. In the 
Church were many of the members of the local branch of 
the G.F.S. of which body Hettie was a member as well as 
being a Girl Guide.

Accidents – Two unfortunate accidents have happened 
recently, and we have to sympathise with Mr. Harvey, of 
Halleighs, who has lost a hand while engaged in munition 
works in Brighton, and with Dorothy Mitchell, who met 
with a bicycle accident and broke her leg.
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Congratulations – We wish to congratulate colonel and 
Mrs. Stephenson Clarke, of Borde Hill, on the birth of 
their first grandchild, the son of Mr. and Mrs. Edmund S. 
Clarke. The child was baptised in our Church on May 25th.

The Naval Hut –There was a very generous response to 
the appeal made by the Rev. E. W. Michell for a Naval Hut. 
The amount sent through the Vicar and Churchwardens 
was £54-5s-9d, and a donation of £21 was sent direct to 
Mr. Michell by a lady in the parish. The collections for 
the Missions to Seamen amounted to £18-4s-2d, and 
Mr. Mitchell wishes to express his appreciation of the 
generous help given by the parish to help on the good 
work of the Mission.

The Memorial Service – We are very glad that there was 
such a good attendance at the Memorial Service and that 
so many attended to do honour to our dead soldiers, to 
whose devotion and self-sacrifice the service was, as far 
as we could make it, a fitting tribute.

diocesan fund - The collections at all the services on the 
first Sunday in June will be given to the Diocesan. Fund. 
The quota which we are asked to raise in this parish is £80. 
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PASTORAL 
HELP LINES

VISITING – TRANSPORT- SUPPORT

IF YOU NEED HELP  
PLEASE RING ONE OF  
THESE VOLUNTEERS

Elisabeth Dunnett ................413719 
email - chelDunnett@btinternet.com

Kate Berry.............................455986 
email - kate.hodkinson@talktalk.net

Robert Norris........................453127 
email - robertnorris248@btinternet.com

or you can email : care.holytrinity@btinternet.com

when transport is involved, a donation of  
40p per mile would be appreciated by your driver
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(continued on page 35)

June garden notes

Spring temperatures have swung from opposite extremes 
again as I write. From a wet, cold 5 Celsius in mid-April, 
the temperatures soared to 27C on 19th April, London 
reaching 29C, the hottest April day since 1949. The London 
marathon was warm, but then temperatures plummeted 
again and 30th April was a wet and cold 6C, likewise the 
morning of the 2nd May. Unusually for a Bank Holiday, up 
the temperatures went again to 24C here in Sussex and 
28.6C was recorded at RAF Northolt (West London). 

Rhododendrons and Azaleas have burst forth into 
magnificent colour; bluebells have reached their peak, 
carpeting the woods; asparagus spears are pushing 
through the ground rapidly; and apple and pear trees are 
full of pink and white blossom.

June, like May, is ‘full-on’ in the garden. Climbers, 
especially clematis and honeysuckles will need tying 
in and unwanted growth trimmed off. Early flowering 
clematis - montana, alpina, macropetala and cirrhosa 
types - can be pruned after flowering to keep growth 
under control if they are rampant and in need of a trim. 
Later flowering ones should be kept watered in dry spells 
to minimise mildew. Likewise climbing roses, which do 
not like dry conditions, will benefit from a soak if they are 
up against a house wall or in a sheltered place.

Spring flowering shrubs may be pruned, e.g., Forsythia, 
Spirea, Deutzia, Osmanthus, Mahonia and Camellias. 
Daffodils/narcissi foliage in grass will have gone brown, 
so it may all be strimmed and the vegetation raked off. 
Avoid cutting any hedges except small box hedging or 
topiary (Buxus) whilst birds are still nesting.
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(continued from page 32)

Check fruit cage netting for holes as the strawberry, 
currant and raspberry season starts. Protect young 
brassica plants from pigeons if you are plagued by them 
as we are.

Second sowings of carrots, beetroot and annual spinach 
may be made along with late plantings of vegetables like 
leeks, courgettes, sweetcorn, kale and purple sprouting 
broccoli. Runner and French beans benefit from watering 
in dry spells, but a good soak once a week rather than a 
small amount daily.

Tomatoes and cucumbers need regular attention, side 
shoots removed on indeterminate types, the main shoot 
tied to its support, and liquid feed given as directed on 
the bottle. Bush types will still benefit from a small stake, 
e.g., Red Alert to prevent bending over - unless they are 
in a basket (e.g., Tumbling Tom). 

Plants like geraniums, petunias, verbenas and fuchsias for 
tubs and baskets will still be available if you haven’t rushed 
out earlier to buy them. Keep feeding and deadheading 
basket and patio plants, giving them adequate water, not 
just a splash with the hose pipe, and plant food if you have 
not used slow-release fertiliser pellets in the compost. 
Dead head early flowering herbaceous plants such as 
Aquilegia and Campanula persicifolia as the flowers fade 
and start to form seed which you may or may not want.

After a wet spring we probably do not need the little 
rhyme ‘a dripping June brings all things in tune’ 

Lindsay Shurvell
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June Crossword

ClueS aCRoSS:
 4. BESEECHED (6)
 5. THEY NEST IN BELL TOWERS (4)
 7. COUNTRY IN AFRICA (7)
 10.  PART OF THE INTESTINE (5)
 11.  SAMSON’S DOWNFALL (7)
 12.  MATERNAL RELATIVE (5)
 14.  BECAME (7)
 15.  BOREDOM (5)
 16.  MALICIOUS RUMOUR (7)
 20.  FENCING TERM (5)
 21.  LEAST DIFFICULT (7)
 22.  TWITCHES(4)
 23.  ALLOWS (6)

ClueS doWn:
 1. FOUGHT GOLIATH (5)
 2. DANGER(5)
 3. A KNIGHT (7)
 4. HE SAW THE LIGHT (4)
 6. BAG (5)
 8. MATINS (7)
 9. TRANSPORT AGENCY (7)
 10. PHOTOGRAPHY EQUIPMENT (7)
 13. CONSECRATE (6)
 14. SAINT(7)
 17. FATHER  (5)
 18. PERAMETER (5)
 19. SNAKES (4)

1 2 3

4 5 6

7 8 9 10

11

12

13 14

15

16 17 18 19

20 21

22 23

(Answers on page 39)
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Items carried in the Cuckfield Parish Magazine do not necessarily represent the views of Holy 
Trinity PCC, the Vicar or the Editorial Team. The Editorial Team reserves the right to decline to 
publish any item or to amend or shorten material. For that reason we do not accept copy in PDF 
or  file formats other than Word. 
We are very pleased that the parish magazine is seen as a good vehicle for advertising by local 
traders and others but readers must accept that the Editors do not vouch for or in any way 
warrant the individuals, organisations, products or services advertised here.

What’s on Around Cuckfield...

The master pages (including adverts) used to print this magazine can be viewed at www.
holytrinitycuckfield.org/directory/parish-magazine/ 

mid Sussex 
alzheimers Support 
Group Carer’s 
monthly meetings

1st Monday of the month from 7 to 9pm.
Held at “Age Concern” (adjacent to Clair Hall),  
Perrymount Road, Haywards Heath.
For further details contact The Alzheimers Society on 
01403 750485 or 01403 213017 (Monday to Friday)

Friendship Club 
ansty Village Hall

2.30 to 4pm on 1st Tuesday in month. Please come, 
have a cuppa and cake and a natter. Enquiries 413061. 

 ansty Village Hall   CARD & TABLE GAMES. The third Thursday of the 
month at Ansty Village Hall, from 2 – 4 including 
tea and cake £2. Not a serious card school – much 
laughter. Tel 413061

Wednesday 27th 
June
ansty Garden
Club

Outing TBA (Date moveable)
Ansty Garden Club meets in the Village Hall at 7.45pm 
on the last Wednesday of the month with a varied 
programme of events including speakers, outings, plant 
sales etc. Members’ subscription is £8 per year. Visitors 
are charged £2 per evening visit. Refreshments and 
raffle at small cost. New members always welcome. 
For more details contact Chairperson : Derry Bailleaux 
or Secretary: Amanda Hulejczuk 01273970183
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Regular Events
bellringers Thursday evenings 7.45–9.15pm.

choir Choir practice Friday evenings 7.30 for 7.45-9pm. (There 
are no practices during August)
Choir Club for children and young people from age 7 - 8 
upwards. In the Old School 6.30 (doors open 6.15) - 8pm 
on Fridays. (Not during Half Term and school hols.)

holy trinity 
Mens group

Wednesday 20 June Darts at the Whyte Harte
For more information contact Clive Simmonds 01444 
454481 or email: clivesimmonds@btinternet.com

home groups Alternate Thursday Evenings (2 groups), 8pm call Clive & 
Isobel Simmonds 01444 454481
Tuesday, 8.00pm (in term time). David and Ros Thunder, 
Wayfarers, South Street, Tel. 417103.

prayer group Tuesday 19 June 10am in the Lady Chapel          
Tel. Pam Sagar 01444 414409 

Mothers’ union Tuesday 12th June – Preparing for Pilgrimage The 
Revd. Jean Sedgley 10am Venue: Christine Simmonds, 
Rivendell, London Road, Cuckfield RH17 5EU
Please contact Ros Thunder 417103 for more details     

little ones 
church service

First Tuesday of the month at 11am. Come for a story, 
some songs and a prayer. All welcome.  Please contact 
Catherine Snashall for more details 01444 454712 or 
07775932823. 

ansWers to June crossWord
across:
4. PRAYED, 5. BATS, 7. TUNISIA, 10. CAECA, 11. DELILAH, 12. MATER, 14. EVOLVED, 
15. ENNUI, 16. SCANDAL, 20. SIXTE, 21. EASIEST, 22. TICS, 23. ADMITS
doWn:
1. DAVID, 2. PERIL, 3. GALAHAD, 4. PAUL, 6. SACHET, 8. SERVICE,
9. AIRLINE, 10. CAMERAS, 13. ANOINT, 14. EUSTACE, 17. DADDY, 18. LIMIT, 19. ASPS 
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Regular Events (continued)

Fro
m

 t
h

e 

Registers

royal british legion 
(Women’s section)

Wednesday 27 June – Cream Tea – Mayoral Life 
Evelyn Stenning
Meetings take place at 2.30pm in The Old School, 
Cuckfield

cuckfield crafts and 
Vintage Market

The next Market will be on Friday 6 July 9.30am to 
1pm at the Queen’s Hall, Cuckfield
For more details or to book a pitch contact Marie 
Dormer email: Marie.dormer@cuckfield.gov.uk

cuckfield local 
Market

9.30am to 12.30pm. Food Market at The Talbot, 
High Street, Cuckfield. (Monthly)

cuckfield evening 
Flower club

Friday 8 June – Club Outing
Venue Haywards Heath Methodist Church 7.30 for 
7.45pm

cuckfield ladies 
group

Tuesday 5 June 3pm – Tea at Gill Dowley’s
For more details please contact Jan Bryan 414891

solo lunch The next Solo Lunch will be on Sunday 10 June. 
Tickets £6 available from the Church office.

cuckfield 
evening Wi

Tuesday 19 June – History of Silver Barbara Ehlers
Meetings take place at 7.30pm at the Cuckfield 
Baptist Church, Polestub Lane

holy baptisM
Edward Christopher HARRISON
Jasper Freddie George ANDREWS

in MeMoriaM
Vera PLATT Aged 89
Nancy WILKES Aged 87
Arthur Greville GOAD Aged 80
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June 2018 Calendar & Readings for Sunday Services

sunday 3 June – First sunday aFter trinity
 8.00am Holy Communion 
   Deuteronomy 5: 12-15; 2 Corinthians 4: 5-12; 
   Mark 2: 23-3: 6
 9.45am Family Service
 11.00am Holy Communion (BCP) 
   2 Corinthians 4: 5-12; Mark 2: 23-3: 6
 6.00pm Sung Evensong 
   Jeremiah 5: 1-19; Romans 7: 7-end

sunday 10 June – second sunday aFter trinity
 8.00am Holy Communion (Traditional Language) 
   As 9.45am 
 9.45am Parish Eucharist 
   Genesis 3: 8-15; 2 Corinthians 4: 14-5: 1; 
   Mark 3: 20-end
 6.00pm Evening Communion

sunday 17 June – third sunday aFter trinity
 8.00am Holy Communion 
   As 9.45am
 9.45am Parish Eucharist 
   Ezekiel 17: 22-end; 2 Corinthians 5: 6-10, 14-17; 
   Mark 4: 26-34
 6.00pm Choral Evensong 
   Jeremiah 7: 1-16; Romans 9: 14-26

sunday 24 June – birth oF John the baptist (trinity 4)
 8.00am Holy Communion (Traditional Language) 
   As 9.45am
 9.45am Parish Eucharist 
   Isaiah 40: 1-11; Galatians 3: 23-end; 
   Luke 1: 57-66, 80
 6.00pm Sung Evensong 
   Malachi Chap. 4; Matthew 11: 2-19



Holy Trinity Cuckfield

sunday serVices  &  MaJor FestiVals
For the Month

(See inSide)

Weekday serVices – norMally in the lady chapel 

 Monday 9.00am Morning Prayer 

 Wednesday 10.30am Holy Communion followed by Coffee & Cake
  5.00pm Evening Prayer

 Thursday 9.00am Holy Communion

 Friday 11.00am Holy Communion, BCP

 Saturday 8.45am Morning Prayer

For children - in the old school – sundays

 Noah’s Ark  ages 0 to 3
 Children’s Church  ages 3 to 10
 Xplorers action for 11 to 13 year olds.

except for 1st Sunday of each month when all join the Family Service
and during the school summer holidays.

for details of weekday youth activities see regular events

neWcoMers and Visitors are Most WelcoMe 
coMe and see!  

Join us For coFFee in the old school 
aFter 9.45 serVices 

Michael Maine, Vicar


