
Trinity V Year B 2018 (Proper 9) - Allowing God’s glory to break through 

 

I hope that you won’t be too disappointed in your vicar if he doesn’t talk about football, or 

tennis today. Instead I want to start by asking you all a question.  

 

Does anyone in the church watch Love Island? Seeing some fuss about it in recent days I 

had to turn to Ben, our placement student from Mirfield, to find out what was involved in 

this wonderful world of entertainment. Ben swears that he hasn’t watched it recently, but it 

is apparently a television dating reality show in which a group of glamorous young people 

(who seemed plucked, shaved, tan-sprayed and oiled) live in a Mallorcan villa. These 

Islanders must couple up with another Islander, whether it be for love, friendship or money, 

Viewers then vote, and the overall winning couple receives £50,000. Am I wetting your 

appetite?  

 

Then yesterday I saw a piece of news about three young people members of a YouTube 

travel blogging collective who had tragically died after falling over a waterfall in Canada. 

They wanted to experience life through daring exploits – hence the waterfall. Just the day 

before, one of them had tweeted about what he described as ‘the things we can all learn 

from "our younger selves.” Life isn't about responsibilities, tough decisions and hard work, 

it's about feeling bliss and living in the moment.’ The optimism of youth. 

 

Now I promise you that I am not going to rant about this strange world we catch glimpses 

of when we see or hear about such things, but what I do want to say something about what 

I believe can lead us to live life to its fullest. It begins with Jesus the Nazarene. Jesus, who 

travels home to see his family.  Jesus who speaks in the synagogue in such a way that 

everyone who knows him, who has seen him grow up, can’t believe that he is able to 

preach so powerfully and eloquently. Jesus the carpenter, the son of Mary. I don’t know 

about you, but there is almost something chilling in those words, ‘they took offence at him.’ 

Luke goes further and says that his own community threatened to throw him off a cliff. 

They can’t believe their ears or their eyes.  

 

I think that this offers consolation to all of us in our own roles as Proclaimers of the Good 

News of Jesus Christ. Even HE had problems during his ministry. When his own people, so 

expectantly awaiting the arrival of God’s Messiah, saw and heard him in the flesh, they just 

couldn’t believe that the Chosen One had grown up amongst them. There are two reasons 

for this. One is familiarity. They knew that he was just like them. He had grown up 

amongst them. Some will have seen him as a mewling infant – forget ‘Away in a manger – 

no crying he makes!’ Others will have played with him when they were growing up. WE 

ourselves tend to think of Jesus as this perfect being, and this leads to the second reason. 

Jesus didn’t look like their idea of a Messiah. He didn’t look like a cross between Charlton 

Heston’s Moses, Richard Powell’s Jesus or Christopher Reeves’ Superman! At the end of 

the day, God’s Son, the Christ, was not a glow-in-the-dark Messiah zoomed into the 

Temple in Jerusalem, but Jesus of Nazareth. Ordinary Jesus.  

 

Think of the account of the Transfiguration, where God’s glorification and confirmation of 

Jesus as the Messiah is revealed to Peter, James and John on the mountaintop. They fall to 

the ground, but when the glow dies away, there is the ordinary figure of Jesus – a person 



who might live next door to you, who tells you to get up and carry on as he did to them. 

God who is beyond anything we can ever imagine, God, who is love beyond description, is 

made known, not through some majestic superhero, but through an ordinary person like 

you and me, yet who shakes the foundations of the universe by giving himself on the cross 

to reveal the ultimate way in which God wants us to know that the Divine Love is OUR 

love that we are called to transformation through Jesus – just Jesus. 

 

Our journey as Christians is not to become glow-in-the-dark people, but to remember that 

phrase Paul uses when he imagines the Lord saying to him, ‘My grace is sufficient for you, 

for power is made perfect in weakness.’ Power is made perfect in weakness. Does this phrase 

fill you with dismay? Surely, we need some wondrous ability, some glow-in-the-dark visible 

spirituality ourselves to get the message across that knowing Jesus is our Saviour, our 

Redeemer, transforms people? Well, you might think so, but, no, it only works as it reads. 

We bring who and what we are to our proclamation of the Good News of Jesus Christ. It’s 

perhaps not what we even want, but that is how we are called. Think of Paul. Sometimes 

boastful, sometimes arrogant, sometimes unbearable, yet with the knowledge that, despite 

transformation within his life through faith Jesus Christ, he could only proclaim Jesus 

through who he was. ‘My grace is sufficient for you, for power is made perfect in weakness.’  

 

Just think of those youngsters on Love Island, or the three youngsters who lost their lives 

chasing after bliss and living for the moment with no sense of responsibility. Or think about 

people you know for whom everything seems to turn to gold. They are so successful, 

educated, and so always right that they intimidate poor old you even when they are being 

perfectly convivial. What could you bring to this person’s life, or to those youngsters if you 

had a chance to talk to them? If the answer is ‘probably not much’ then you are on the path 

to to understanding how God’s glory shines forth in our weakness - healing and uniting and 

bringing goodness into our relationships. This is the eloquence of grace. The Love Island 

kids are as vulnerable as you or me, but just have a carapace of spray on tan and sun oil. 

 

I have said before that my call to ordination came at a moment when I least expected it, 

and that call was not one where I felt elation or heard angels blowing trumpets in the sky. It 

was quite simply crushing and yet I had to allow God to lead me on that journey. I 

remember just before my ordination as a deacon speaking with a dear spiritual advisor 

because I felt that I should pull the plug on it. They said what I say to you: God wants all of 

us, not just the good bits. God, blesses, uses and changes the world through our 

weaknesses and flaws as much as through the good bits. If we allow God to work through 

who we are, then we are being continually transformed, and this just proves the amazing 

power and love of God!  I’m really sorry if people in Cuckfield wanted a saint as vicar! It’s 

just me, ordinary me. 

 

Perfection is not the goal for us. Paul had a wondrous vision of God’s glory (if you read that 

passage again), but ultimately could only carry out his mission through his own personality, 

flawed, just as we are. We must be who we are in order to let God’s goodness run through 

our lives. I want to leave you with three ‘e’ words to ponder on your being who God calls 

you to be, three ‘positives’ you can bring to your interaction with others. They are 

sometimes used in other contexts, but I hope you will find them helpful: 

 



Empathise – Empathy reveals the Love of Jesus Christ to others through the power of the 

Holy Spirit as they feel genuine concern. 

Encourage - build people up, rejoicing with them in their gifts and strengths, and 

sometimes gently leading them in the right direction. 

Empower – share the glory of the fulness of life for humanity - which is lived in the 

knowledge of who and what Jesus does for us. 

 

In doing so, in allowing God made know in Jesus to shine through your weaknesses, then 

you will see signs of God’s glory breaking through in others; perhaps shining out of a crack 

in the façade, perhaps revealing light in darkness – the wonder of God’s presence. It isn’t 

always easy, but nevertheless the passage of transformation for them and us - God at work 

in and through his people - the path towards the fulness of life found in Jesus Christ – true 

God, and true human – just Jesus.    

 

 
 
Ezekiel 2 

2 He said to me: O mortal, stand up on your feet, and I will speak with you. 2 And when he spoke to me, a 

spirit entered into me and set me on my feet; and I heard him speaking to me. 3 He said to me, Mortal, I am 

sending you to the people of Israel, to a nation[b] of rebels who have rebelled against me; they and their 

ancestors have transgressed against me to this very day. 4 The descendants are impudent and stubborn. I 

am sending you to them, and you shall say to them, ‘Thus says the Lord God.’ 5 Whether they hear or 
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refuse to hear (for they are a rebellious house), they shall know that there has been a prophet among 

them.  

 

2 Corinthians 12: 2-10 
2 I know a person in Christ who fourteen years ago was caught up to the third heaven—whether in the 

body or out of the body I do not know; God knows. 3 And I know that such a person—whether in the 

body or out of the body I do not know; God knows— 4 was caught up into Paradise and heard things that 

are not to be told, that no mortal is permitted to repeat. 5 On behalf of such a one I will boast, but on my 

own behalf I will not boast, except of my weaknesses. 6 But if I wish to boast, I will not be a fool, for I will 

be speaking the truth. But I refrain from it, so that no one may think better of me than what is seen in me 

or heard from me, 7 even considering the exceptional character of the revelations. Therefore, to keep[a] me 

from being too elated, a thorn was given to me in the flesh, a messenger of Satan to torment me, to keep 

me from being too elated.lpokj 8 Three times I appealed to the Lord about this, that it would leave me, 9 but 

he said to me, ‘My grace is sufficient for you, for power is made perfect in weakness.’ So, I will boast all the 

more gladly of my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may dwell in me. 10 Therefore I am content 
with weaknesses, insults, hardships, persecutions, and calamities for the sake of Christ; for whenever I am 

weak, then I am strong. 

 

Mark 6:1-13 

6 He left that place and came to his home town, and his disciples followed him. 2 On the sabbath he began 

to teach in the synagogue, and many who heard him were astounded. They said, ‘Where did this man get 

all this? What is this wisdom that has been given to him? What deeds of power are being done by his 

hands! 3 Is not this the carpenter, the son of Mary[a] and brother of James and Joses and Judas and Simon, 

and are not his sisters here with us?’ And they took offence[b] at him. 4 Then Jesus said to them, ‘Prophets 

are not without honour, except in their home town, and among their own kin, and in their own house.’ 
5 And he could do no deed of power there, except that he laid his hands on a few sick people and cured 

them. 6 And he was amazed at their unbelief. 

Then he went about among the villages teaching. 7 He called the twelve and began to send them out two by 

two, and gave them authority over the unclean spirits. 8 He ordered them to take nothing for their journey 

except a staff; no bread, no bag, no money in their belts; 9 but to wear sandals and not to put on two 

tunics. 10 He said to them, ‘Wherever you enter a house, stay there until you leave the place. 11 If any place 

will not welcome you and they refuse to hear you, as you leave, shake off the dust that is on your feet as a 

testimony against them.’ 12 So they went out and proclaimed that all should repent. 13 They cast out many 

demons, and anointed with oil many who were sick and cured them. 
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