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Magazine – noveMber 2018

O God, our help in ages past,
Our hope for years to come, 
our shelter from the stormy blast, 
and our eternal home.

Isaac Watts 1674-1749

My dear friends,

November marks the centenary of the end of the First World War – a conflict 
so terrible that as you know it became quickly known as the Great War. The 
human cost was so great that virtually no community within Europe will have 
been untouched, some with losses too terrible to imagine. Swathes of Belgium 
and France lay in utter ruin, monarchies fell, and civil war broke out in Germany, 
joining that in Russia. All was compounded by the influenza pandemic which 
broke out in the war’s final months.

I have recently been reading parish magazines covering the whole period of the 
war which gives an insight into the way in which our Cuckfield community was 
affected. Month by month we see profound change. March 1915 saw the question 
of lowering the school leaving age for boys from 14 to 13 so that they could work 
as agricultural labourers, and in November the people of Cuckfield sent 6 cwt. of 
apples, potatoes and other produce for the men of the Grand Fleet. Later in the 
war, the children of the school were taken out of lessons to harvest blackberries 
for the war effort (being paid for each lb of fruit collected), ‘News of the War’ 
turns into a ‘Roll of Honour,’ and although the December 1918 magazine records 
the end of the war, the ongoing cost also continued to be written about. Who 
could have imagined that just over twenty years later, another terrible conflict 
would consume the world leading to even greater loss to the world? 

This month, as we particularly remember those who gave their lives in the First 
World War. So too we honour those in the subsequent Second World War and 
all other conflicts in which our armed services have been and continue to be 
involved in. This honouring is important, as is our Christian call to remind the 
world that Jesus Christ gave himself for broken humanity to know the fulness 
of God’s love each human soul. Jesus Christ is the Prince of Peace, and we must 
never flag from our responsibility to seek to draw the world to know that in him 
is found true freedom and true peace.

With love,
Michael  
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FroM the vicar’s Desk

Service of Thanksgiving and Commemoration Our annual service to which 
we invite all those bereaved during the previous year, together with a warm 
welcome to any who wish to remember departed loved ones, takes place on 
Sunday 4th November at 4.00 p.m. in church, followed by tea in the Old School. 
Again, this year, the choir will be joining us and singing several items from 
Faure’s Requiem. Please note that there will be NO EVENSONG on that date.

Thieves at work You will know that twice in one week we were targeted by lead 
thieves who stripped first the south porch and then the north. We also believe 
that an attempt was made to wrench the bronze sword off the war memorial 
in the churchyard. All this was followed on the Saturday by forcing open the 
door to the donations box by the north door, after which they tried to jemmy 
the safe inside the box. All of this is very tiresome, particularly the burden the 
churchwardens and others will have to bear in sorting out insurance and repair. 
Please do be vigilant if you are in the vicinity of the church and alert neighbours if 
you see anything untoward taking place. I very much hope that we can still leave 
the church open, although we will need to improve security and CCTV coverage. 

The south porch Roof apart, work is coming on apace with the restoration of 
the porch and installation of the glass doors. We hope that all will be ready for 
Remembrance Sunday, when they will be dedicated to the memory of those who 
lost their lives in the First World War. The porch interior is beginning to look very 
splendid – the roof timbers (some of them medieval) waxed, and the new steps 
installed. We are most grateful to the Friends of Holy Trinity for their substantial 
donation, together with the Kempe Trust, for sponsoring of this work.

War Memorial As mentioned above, it is believed that the robbers of the lead 
on the church roof also tried to remove the bronze sword from Cuckfield’s War 
Memorial in the churchyard. Fortunately, they didn’t succeed but looking at the 
memorial it has been realised that it is in need of restoration. The parish council 
hope to be able to coordinate the raising of money for this purpose in the not-
too-distant future.

Digital Piano Some time ago, we were most generously given a digital piano 
for use in the church for Family Services, etc. It has been put to good use by 
Richard, our Director of Music, for choir practices, services and other occasions. 
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The problem is that it is exceedingly heavy, and because of its size and shape 
there is no way of fixing wheels to it to move it around. Richard has explored 
other options, but these are costly (in the region of £2,500). Has anyone an idea 
how we might purchase something to enable our music and worship to continue 
to be enhanced with such an instrument? We have a lovely grand piano, but in a 
church with steps! This means we do need an electronic instrument in addition 
to the ‘real’ one. 

Lunchtime Recital This month we welcome members of the Reza Ensemble with 
Nancy Cooley (piano) on Friday 2nd November at 1.00 p.m. (refreshments from 
12.30). One of the works they will be performing is Ravel’s beautiful Piano Trio in 
A minor. Please do make our recital series known locally. There will be a break in 
December for the Tree Festival, but I will be performing a New Year Organ Recital 
on Friday 4th January at 1.00 p.m. There may even be Christmas cake! 

a Few Dates in aDvance

Our Advent Light Service will take place on Saturday 1st December at 8.30 a.m. 
followed by a full English breakfast! Not to be missed, and a great way to start 
Advent. Ticket details to follow.

On Advent Sunday (2nd December) we invite people to present new children’s 
toys for Family Support Work at the 9.45 Family Service. In the evening, the 
choir will be leading us through a very lovely Sequence of Readings and Music 
for Advent ‘From Darkness to Light’ at 6.00 p.m.

Our Great Christmas Tree Festival takes place from Friday 7th – Sunday 9th with 
the Trees Carol Service at 6.00 p.m. on Sunday.

Because of the falling of dates this year, the Family Nativity will take place on Sunday 
16th at 9.45 together with the Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols at 6.00 p.m.

Cuckfield Nativity This popular event (we might have a lama this year as well 
as donkeys and sheep!) will be held on Thursday 20th December at 6.00 p.m.
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i aM – The final part of Michael’s exploration of the 
great running theme within John’s Gospel

I am the vine (15:1)

The last of the seven sayings begins a discourse which develops Jesus’ instructions 
about the new commandment of love which is introduced in Chapter 13. Jesus 
is the vine through which God (the gardener) provides true life to the world. 
The image of the vine represents Jesus as the source of life for his followers, 
whilst ‘those who are cut off from him will wither and die, but those who stay 
joined will live and bear fruit.’ For those hearing this statement originally, the 
Old Testament references to Israel as a vine would have been vividly familiar. Yet 
these references are often of a vine that is worthless. Representing Israel and 
planted by God, the vine is condemned as fruitless in many prophetical writings 
(Isaiah 5:1-7, Ezekiel 15:1-8, 17:5-10, 19:10-14, Hosea 10:1, Psalm 80:8-16 and 
Jeremiah 2:21 amongst others). Jesus turns this image around, and life in him is 
one which, with God as divine pruner, bears great fruit. Several commentators 
see this saying as strongly Eucharistic in nature. I have already noted that various 
theologians suggest some overtones are suggested for the Bread of Life saying 
and that this allusion to vine/wine would therefore complete the sacramental 
duo. I think that the jury is out on this. However, the richness of imagery takes 
us on a journey of exploring our connectedness with Jesus – the divine ‘sap’ 
from the vine leads us to fulness of life. 

Identifying Jesus to today’s world through John.

Having explored all seven sayings, it is possible to see the development 
of the understanding of Jesus as the Gospel unfolds.  In a sense they reveal 
nourishment, illumination, protection, recovery from disaster, direction, and 
community. The distinctive nature of this powerful imagery is John’s tool to 
enable us to consider the example and place of Jesus Christ within our own lives, 
providing luminous punctuations in John’s dramatic progression as the Gospel 
writer uses Jesus’ original signs and encounters, his works and discussions at 
Jewish feasts in Jerusalem, the climactic sign of raising Lazarus (and) finally his 
hour of passion, death and resurrection.
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John is often called the ‘Spiritual Gospel,’ and in an age where the West 
increasingly seems to cry out for a lost spirituality, John could provide the 
key through careful teaching and unpacking of the text. In this, the seven 
sayings could provide a way into such teaching. The Dutch theologian Edward 
Schillebeeckx paints a familiar image of passing a beggar day by day on the 
streets who waits for a coin to be tossed to him. The expectation of such a person 
is bound up in the attitude of another. For Christians ‘the negative experiences 
of humankind contrast with and help to delineate a people’s positive notions 
and expectations of salvation, wellbeing.’  Yet there can be no complacency in 
the way Christians approach the world and seek to proclaim the Gospel. For 
us, human history – with all its successes, failures, illusions and disillusions – 
is surmounted by the living God. This is the heart of the Christian message. 
We can perhaps live in illusions, but we can hardly die in illusions, and that is 
why the answer to the question of the universal significance of Jesus, ‘Christ’ or 
‘the Light of the World’, thus discloses the true nature of humanity: the liberating 
realization of true humanity – the true face of God, the champion of Love beyond 
our understanding, made known to us in the face of Jesus - the true and living 
vine – the sap of life for all who turn to him.
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Marking the end of the First World War – 1918-2018

If I should die, think only this of me: 
That there’s some corner of a foreign field 
That is for ever England. There shall be 
In that rich earth a richer dust concealed; 
A dust whom England bore, shaped, made aware, 
Gave, once, her flowers to love, her ways to roam, 
A body of England’s, breathing English air, 
Washed by the rivers, blest by suns of home.

And think, this heart, all evil shed away, 
A pulse in the eternal mind, no less 
Gives somewhere back the thoughts by England given; 
Her sights and sounds; dreams happy as her day; 
And laughter, learnt of friends; and gentleness, 
In hearts at peace, under an English heaven.
Rupert Brooke (1887-1915)
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saints oF the Month

November starts with two great commemorative festivals: 
All Saints’ Day and All Souls’ Day, the latter (like the first, 
based on a very ancient commemoration) only re-entering 
the Anglican Kalendar in recent years. This re-evaluation and 
addition were a direct consequence of the huge losses in 
the First World War and then the Second. We have another 
general commemoration on 8th November when we remember 
the Saints and Martyrs of England – an Anglican observance 
for all those who died during the Reformation era from both 
Roman Catholic and Protestant sides.

Among British saints we have (16th) Margaret, Queen of 
Scotland (d.1093), (17th) Hugh, Bishop of Lincoln (d.1200), 
(19th) the redoubtable Abbess Hilda of Whitby (d.680) and 
(20th) Edmund, the Martyred King of the East Angles (d.870).

Our Anglican Kalendar also remembers worthies: (6th) William 
Temple, Archbishop of Canterbury who died in 1944, (14th) 
Samuel Seabury, the first Anglican bishop in North America 
(d.1796) and (25th) Isaac Watts, the great hymn writer of the 
17th century.

Further afield we remember (10th) Pope Leo the Great (d.461), 
(18th) Elizabeth of Hungary, Princess of Thuringia (d.1231) and 
(23rd) Pope Clement I (d.c.100) 

Saint Cecilia is remembered on 22nd November and long 
honoured as the Patron Saint of Music, because it was written 
that as the musicians played at her wedding she ‘sang in her 
heart to the Lord.’ St. Cecilia is one of the most famous of the 
Roman martyrs, although, as is sometimes the case, some 
elements of the stories recounted about her do not seem to be 
founded on historical fact. However, the existence of the martyr 
is a historical fact. It is believed that Cecilia was a noble lady of 
Rome who, with her husband Valerian, his brother Tiburtius, 
and a Roman soldier named Maximus, suffered martyrdom in 
about 230, under the Emperor Alexander Severus. One legend 
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about Cecilia’s death says that after being struck three times 
on the neck with a sword, she lived for three days, and asked 
the pope to convert her home into a church. 

Cecilia was buried in the Catacomb of Callixtus, and later 
transferred to the Church of Santa Cecilia in Trastevere (a very 
beautiful ancient church well-worth exploring if you are in 
Rome). In 1599, Cecilia’s tomb as opened and her body was 
found still incorrupt, seeming to be asleep. In the church there 
is a remarkable sculpture of her body as discovered under the 
high altar by Stefano Maderno and carved in the same year. 
It’s a lovely story, although rather difficult to corroborate!

the Parish Magazine copy Date

Copy date for the DeceMber edition of the magazine 
is no later than MonDaY 5th noveMber. Please email 
contributions in worD format (no PDFs, please) to:

duty-editor@holytrinitycuckfield.org
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A JOURNEY 
THROUGH NARNIA

Join the Revd Michael Maine, Vicar and Rural Dean of Cuckfield,
as he shows, and tells the extraordinary story of,

the world’s longest embroidery created by  
one person (1,400 feet long)

together with the account of a remarkable and 
transformational friendship

holy trinity church cuckfield
saturday 17th november 7.00 p.m.

Tickets £15 to include wine and canapés
Tickets available from the Church Office

Information from Ros Thunder (01444-417103) & Helen Sparkes (01444-458104)

All proceeds to Family Support Work
Registered Charity No: 285337 Company Limited by Guarantee: 1648903
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MiLForD:
a concert with a difference

Orlando Milford, our PCC Treasurer, sings with the New Sussex Singers in St Wilfrid’s 
Church in Haywards Heath in an 18th November concert with a difference, for the 
programme opens with God be in my head, an anthem written by Orlando’s great 
uncle, Robin Milford (1903-1959), of whom the great Vaughan Williams wrote 
to the conductor, Sir Adrian Boult ‘If I wanted to show the intelligent foreigner 
something worth doing which could only possibly come out of England, I think 
I would show him something of the work of Robin Milford ...’ Milford’s writing 
shows strongly the influence of Vaughan Williams, as might be expected, and his 
use of diatonic melodies, often harmonised with gentle discords and occasional 
false relations, led the music critic, Eric Blom, to call these musical traits (shown 
by other English composers of the period) musical Englishry.

Milford was born in Oxford, son of Sir Humphrey Milford, publisher with Oxford 
University Press. He attended Rugby School from 1916 where his musical talent 
for the piano, flute and theory was recognised, and studied at the Royal College 
of Music from 1921 to 1926. His composition teachers were Gustav Holst and 
Ralph Vaughan Williams, and he also studied organ. 

After his marriage in 1927, he realised that he would not be able to make a living 
solely as a composer, and so he worked for a time with the Aeolian Company, 
correcting Duo-Art pianola rolls until 1930. He taught part-time at Ludgrove 
School and at Downe House School. In 1929 he met fellow-composer Gerald 
Finzi, with whom he found he had much in common, personally and musically, 
and the two formed a lifelong friendship. 

His early compositions met with some success, his Double Fugue Op. 10 winning 
a Carnegie Prize and being performed by the London Symphony Orchestra 
under Ralph Vaughan Williams. In September 1931 his Oratorio A Prophet in the 
Land Op. 21 was performed in Gloucester Cathedral as part of the Three Choirs’ 
Festival - the work was somewhat overshadowed by the splash made by William 
Walton’s Belshazzar’s Feast performed the same year. In 1937 a performance 
of his Concerto Grosso Op. 46 was directed by Malcolm Sargent, and his Violin 
Concerto Op. 47 was broadcast by the BBC in early 1938.

Altogether he wrote 36 orchestral pieces (including his Symphony), 76 choral 
works, 18 piano compositions, 22 organ works, 11 chamber works and 54 songs. 
The deaths of Finzi (1956) and Vaughan Williams (1958) affected Milford who 
himself died in 1959. 
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God be in my Head and Midwinter are on a recent CD by Worcester College 
Choir Oxford called Unfading Splendour directed by Thomas Allery. The Elvet 
Sinfonia of Durham performed Milford’s First Symphony as recently as May. 

The first half of the concert in Haywards Heath will be Milford’s God be in my 
head, Finzi’s Eclogue for Piano and String Orchestra, and Arthur Sullivan’s The 
Long Day Closes. The second half will be the Donna Nobis Pacem by Vaughan 
Williams.

www.robinmilfordtrust.org.uk

David Thunder
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hiDDen treasUre

I have been attending Holy Trinity (duties elsewhere permitting) 
for just over a year, and I am very grateful for the welcome I have 
received. It naturally helps that I have known Fr Michael since before 
he was Fr Michael!

One of the notable features of worshipping in Cuckfield is our choir. I 
am a singer myself (I confess: I listen to Radio 3 for pleasure!), and so to 
find myself in a parish with a strong musical tradition, is riches indeed. 

I recently took part, as a choir member, in my first Choral Evensong, 
where all the hard work that choir and musical director put in was on 
display. It was a good evening’s music, which greatly supported and 
enriched the worship that we offered.

One thing was disappointing – the size of the congregation. As any 
performer will tell you, they will do what they do to the best of their ability, 
whatever the size of the audience, but there is no denying the extra boost 
it gives if there is a sizeable number there to see and hear them.

I am not able to say why attendance was so small, but there is little 
doubt that (in OFSTED terms) it “requires improvement”. 

Perhaps we do not realise what a treasure Cuckfield possesses. We 
are one of very few parishes hereabouts who have the capacity and 
personnel to mount a traditional choral evensong, for which there is 
most definitely still a market – look at what Cathedrals are managing 
to do by offering this service.

It’s a long way to Chichester from Cuckfield, but the truly good news 
is that we do not have to undertake that journey to experience the 
unique riches of Choral Evensong. We have an enthusiastic choir, a 
committed and able musical director, and an exceptionally musically 
talented Vicar who supports us – many parishes would give their eye 
teeth to have one of those three available, never mind a complete set!

Why not join us for this lovely service, and help us to offer something 
especially beautiful to God?

Fr Stephen Terry (notionally retired Priest)
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Mothers Union
Mothers’ Union in October enjoyed speakers from the Chichester Diocese 
Cursillo group: a movement of the church, cursillos (‘a short Christian course’, 
in Spanish) first appeared in Spain in 1944, and were founded by a layman 
named Eduardo Bonnín who participated in the early years of the short courses 
in Majorca, and helped develop the Cursillo movement to the point where it 
became an active renewal movement in the Church. 

Encouraging people to know, love, and follow Jesus, enquirers are encouraged to 
attend a 3-day, weekend course within the diocese. It is designed to encourage 
the Cursillo vision of a world transformed by the love of God. The weekend is an 
introduction to a lay way of life ‘which encourages participants to play an active 
part in changing the world for God’.

‘It is possible to encounter God in many ways other than Cursillo: encountering 
God is easy, it is following Christ afterwards that is the problem’, writes Eduardo 
Bonnín.

For more information contact Jane Coan on 01444-617158

Not mentioning the ‘C’ word, Advent is however fast approaching and Mothers’ 
Union invites everyone to the Service of Light and Advent Breakfast on Saturday 
1st December, at 8:30 a.m.in Church, followed by a full cooked breakfast in 
the Old School afterwards. This is an occasion for the whole church family to 
celebrate together, from the very youngest upwards. 

If you would like to read part of the service, please contact Ros Thunder 
01444-417103

Tickets will be available in November, £5 adults, children free
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77th Season
Saturday 17th November 2018 at 7.30 p.m.

Haywards Heath Methodist Church
Pinewood Gate ∙ 28 Perrymount Road ∙ Haywards Heath RH16 3DN

RICHARD ALLEN, Harp, winner of the BBC Young Musicians’ Platform Award 
2016, entertains us with a diverse programme of classical and modern 

composers’ works and demonstrates the enormous versatility of the harp.

“His playing is noted for its remarkable palette of shades and colours and 
depth of expression rarely heard on the instrument” – The GUARDIAN

 Tickets: £12 members, £15 non-members, with reductions for students and families

Four concert season tickets including membership only £40!
Further information from Christine Colbourne: 01444-456227, or  

www.haywardsheathmusicsociety.org.uk

sUsseX chorUs
kent sinFonia

Saturday 1st December 2018
7.30 p.m. King’s Church, Burgess Hill RH15 9LR

Handel’s Messiah - Part 1 and the Hallelujah Chorus
Mozart - Exultate Jubilate

Haydn - Missa Brevis

 Soprano:  Eloise Irving
 Mezzo Soprano:  Tabitha Reynolds
 Tenor:  Stefan Kennedy
 Baritone:  Piran Legg
 Conductor:   Alan Vincent

Tickets £15, concessions £12, NUS/under 16s £5
Available from: Sussex Chorus Ticket Manager 01444 412579

Burgess Hill Help Point: 01444 247726
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christMas tree FestivaL 2018
This year, for the 16th Festival, Holy Trinity Church is delighted to have as its 
Partner Charity, Kangaroos. To find out more about this Charity, which is looking 
forward to celebrating its Silver Jubilee in 2019, please do read the article below.
In due course, look out for the bright poster designed by Kangaroos, and then, 
in December, visit the Festival to give your support to its work.

2019 will be a significant year for local Mid Sussex special needs charity 
Kangaroos, as it will be celebrating its 25th Anniversary, and to mark this event 
the organisation has launched a special fundraising campaign to help create 
some wonderful lasting memories for its children and young people.

Saturday 17th November 2018  
10.00am and 2.30pm

The OLD SCHOOL
40 stalls selling handmade handbags, scarves,  

jewellery, candles, greetings cards, Christmas decorations, home ware, 
photo prints, books and lots more gift ideas.

Father Christmas will be attending with a small gift for every child.

Home-made soup, cakes, tea and coffee  
will be available throughout the day 

Why not call in for coffee, lunch or tea 
AND the solution to that annual problem  

of what to get your favourite Aunt!
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(continued on page 23)
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The charity has set an ambitious target of £100,000 in order to provide some 
very special activities and once in a lifetime trips for its members who have a 
range of learning disabilities and complex needs, with the aim of enriching their 
lives with some lasting happy memories that they will treasure forever. 

So, they were hopping with joy when they heard earlier this year that after 
many years of trying they had been chosen as the partner charity for this year’s 
Cuckfield Christmas Tree Festival.

History - Kangaroos was originally set up in 1994 by a handful of parents of 
children who attended Court Meadow special needs school in Cuckfield. At that 
time, there was no real provision for after school, weekend or holiday activities 
for children with special needs in that area and parents were keen that their 
children could be given the opportunity to enjoy a social life out of school like 
any other child enjoys and takes for granted, and this is still Kangaroos ethos 
today. 

Originally a Saturday Playscheme with 6 children, Kangaroos now provides year-
round clubs and trips out for over 200 young people. Kangaroos does not only 
cater for children, it has a wide-ranging social programme for young adults, 
many of which joined Kangaroos from its early beginnings and remain today. 
Kangaroos has played an important part in their difficult transition period from 
childhood to adulthood. 

Parent testimonial - ‘Kangaroos is a fantastic charity with amazing staff and 
volunteers. Our son loves going there to see his friends and enjoys the wide 
variety of activities on offer. It is a very caring environment and the staff are very 
experienced. Kangaroos has helped us as a family and I would highly recommend 
them.’
Support - Kangaroos needs YOUR help to realise their dream of making 2019 
a very special year for all the young people they support and to give them that 
“Memory of a Lifetime” that will remain with them for the rest of their lives. 

Kangaroos are seeking support from businesses, community groups and 
individuals to help get behind this campaign. Please contact:
 fundraising@kangaroos.org.uk if you are able to get involved in any way. 

To find out more about Kangaroos and what it offers visit
www.kangaroos.org.uk
facebook.com/Kangaroos.midsussex
Reg charity no: 1150202 Company no:  8273898
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cUckFieLD reMeMbers 1918-2018

National commemorations have been planned up and down 
the UK to mark the 100th anniversary of the end of the First 
World War.

If you live in Cuckfield you will have received a Commemorative 
Programme through your letterbox, courtesy of the generosity 
of Cuckfield Life detailing the events that our community is 
planning.  The programme includes a map of a Photographic 
Trail around the village where the homes of 37 of the men 
who died have been identified and those houses now have 
poster boards bearing the photograph (where possible) and 
information about the soldier who lived there. It is hoped that 
schools, youth groups and families will follow the route and 
remember the men and the impact these deaths had on our 
small community.  81 men died.  The names of all who served 
are listed in the Programme as well as the entrance to The 
Queen’s Hall and inside and outside our Church.

The White Harte, Cuckfield Bathrooms, Marcus Grimes, 
Cuckfield I Wear, and The Rose and Crown will also be 
displaying at their premises WWI photographs taken in the 
village.  Additional Programmes will be available in the Parish 
Council Office which will be displaying photos of The Queen’s 
Hall when it was a VAD Hospital in WWI.  An exhibition to 
accompany these events ‘Peace at Last 1918 – Joy and Sorrow’ 
will run until December 8th at Cuckfield Museum.

Tickets are required for certain of the events and details of 
how to get them are in the Programme but the Photographic 
Trail and Beacon Lighting on Whitemans Green do not require 
tickets, and the film show All Quiet On The Western Front at 
the Baptist Church is “donations only”.

It is hoped that everyone, young and old, will support this 
community wide commemoration.
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cUckFieLD MUseUM’s MeMoriaL waLk.

The poster boards marking the houses of 38 of the 81 men 
who died in WWI are now in place outside their houses.  Maps 
showing the route are included in the Cuckfield Remembers 
Memorial Programme which has gone out to every house in 
Cuckfield and may also be found at our sponsors: The White 
Harte, Marcus Grimes, Cuckfield Bathrooms, Cuckfield iWear 
and The Rose and Crown. The boards will stay in place until 
October 18th and we hope that families, schools and youth 
groups will all come out and follow the trail, remembering the 
young men who died. 

WWI photographs in the High Street:  Marcus Grimes will be 
displaying photos of 72 of the men who died.  Photographs 
of the Post Office Rifles who were billeted in the village from 
1914-15 are also being displayed by our sponsors.  The Queens 
Hall is showing pictures of the VAD hospital which was situated 
there and Durnford House will have a photograph.  

‘Peace at Last 1918: Joy and Sorrow’ continues at the Museum,  
looking at the new world which awaited people after the First 
World War.

November’s talk on landscape painting has been replaced 
by Ian Everest’s talk, postponed from earlier this year.  On 
Thursday 15th November at 2.30 pm in the Council Chamber, 
Queen’s Hall, “Tales from the Riverbank”, is a glimpse of 
some of the less well-known aspects of life in the Ouse valley 
between Lewes and the sea. Areas of interest will include the 
agricultural, industrial, aviation, sporting and artistic heritage 
of the area:  Muggery Pope, Mount Misery and the sport of 
kings – all will be explained.

Please contact Mike Nicholson 01444-457448 or events@
cuckfieldmuseum.org for bookings or enquiries.
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(continued on page 33)

This Autumn, the Museum will be having a sale of second-
hand books from our reserve collection. They are all of general 
Sussex interest and prices will vary according to age and 
condition. Also for sale @ 50p each will be old postcards, both 
blank and used, that are duplicates from the main accessioned 
archive of over 800 images. Subjects include South Street, Holy 
Trinity and the churchyard, Cuckfield Park, individual houses, 
Whiteman’s Green, Broad Street and Cuckfield High Street.’

The Museum will stay open for an extra week this year, 
closing on Sat 15th Dec at 12.30pm.  Following the success of 
Peggy Alves’ beautiful Cuckfeld Alphabet tea towel last year, 
we have used another of Peggy’s designs to make a Mid Sussex 
Alphabet tea towel.  It sells for the same price of £7 and would 
make a perfect Christmas present.

cUckFieLD Parish Magazine noveMber 1918
Parish Notes
In Memoriam – It is with the greatest regret that we record the death of Mrs. 
Sergison-Brooke, which took place on the evening of October 23rd. The sad news 
came as a great shock to her many friends in Cuckfield, which has been the home 
of the Sergison family for so many generations, and of which she was the Lady 
of the Manor, and the greatest sympathy is felt for General Brooke and his little 
child; and also for Miss Cynthia Sergison.

Obituary – A promising career has been cut short by the death of Mr. Henry 
Lowthian Barge, who has done very good work in devising means to combat the 
ruthless submarine policy of the enemy, and for his valuable services the Order 
of the British Empire was bestowed upon him. His family was well known in 
Cuckfield, and great sympathy is felt for his widow and little children, as well as 
for the other members of the family.

The Roll of Honour – We have to add to the list of those who have given their 
lives for their country the name of William Lelliott, Middlesex Regiment, who was 
killed in action in France on September 29th. He was the son of the late Mr. Mark 
Lelliott, and he was born and brought up in Cuckfield, and, though he has not 
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(continued from page 30)

lived here during recent years, he was well remembered and had many friends, 
by whom his death is regretted. Our sympathies are also with Mr. Symonds, on 
the death of his nephew, Lieutenant Thomas Stuart Symonds, R.A.F., who was 
killed in action on September 29th, and with Mrs. J. O. Harris, who has been for the 
past year residing in Cuckfield, and whose husband, Lieutenant J. O. Harris, R.N. 
Division, formerly of the Post Office Rifles, has recently died of wounds received 
in action.

At the investiture held on October 19th, Major Charles G. Saunders received from 
the King the D.S.O., which was awarded to him some time ago.

We wish to congratulate Major Lionel Turner on his promotion to the rank of 
Lieut.-Colonel, and Mr. Attewell, on the fact that his nephew and Godson, Major 
Owen Purdue Attewell, has been awarded the Military Cross for Meritorious 
Service. We wish also to offer our hearty congratulations to Sergeant F. Markwick, 
who has been awarded the Military Medal for services rendered to his Country at 
Wulverghem on 6th September, and he has received a congratulatory card, signed 
by the Major-General Commanding the 30th British Division.

We regret very much that no news has as yet been received of Private Arthur 
Ballard or Corporal T. H. Dance, who have been missing for a long time.

We are sorry to hear that several Cuckfield men have lately been wounded, 
including Private J. P. Jenner, who is in hospital in England, Privates Walter Nash, 
Fred Knapp and J. Dance, and the news has just been received that Private William 
Hazelgrove, East Surrey Regiment, has been severely wounded, with the loss of 
one of his legs. He is only 19 years old, and he is now in hospital in Birmingham.

Mr. and Mrs. Ede, Longacre, have received the good news that their son, Private 
W. Ede, who has been for a long time a prisoner of war in Germany, has been sent 
back to England. He landed at Boston on October 24th, and is now in hospital 
in London. He has, unfortunately, lost his right arm, but he is otherwise quite 
well, though he has apparently suffered a good deal from insufficient food. No 
news has been received for several weeks from Private Amos Turner and Private 
Sydney Ede, who are both prisoners of war.

We were very pleased to see Private Harry Orchard, M.G.C., in his old place in the 
Church Choir a few Sundays ago and to know that he has quite recovered of his 
wound, and also to welcome home Private John Young, Private H. L. Gladman, 
Lance-Corporal F. Gander (who have all been wounded), Stoker P. O. Morgan, 
Gunner Stanley Knight, R.F.A., and Private G. Smith, A.S.C. (Brook Street).
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Escaped from Captivity – Dr. and Mrs. Wells have lately received news that their 
son, Captain Ralph Wells, M.C., who has been for a long time a prisoner of war in 
the hands of the Turks at Yozgad, in Asia Minor, managed to effect his escape, with 
four others, on August 7th. Nothing has been heard of him since, but we sincerely 
hope that we shall soon hear that he has reached a place of safety.

Congratulations – During the past month we have had two khaki weddings, and 
we wish to offer our congratulations and good wishes to Private and Mrs. George 
King (Miss Lottie Day) and to Bombardier and Mrs. Arthur Nye (Miss Emily Kate 
Packham).

The Harvest Thanksgiving – We wish again to express our very sincere thanks 
to the ladies who so kindly decorated the Parish Church and the two Mission 
Churches for the Harvest Thanksgiving Services, and also to all those who sent 
such a generous supply of vegetables, flowers, etc. All the vegetables were sent 
to the Vegetable Products Committee for Naval Supply, from whom we have 
received a letter of grateful appreciation, and we wish to thank Mr. G. W. Preece, 
who kindly carted the vegetables down to Haywards Heath.

Parish Magazine – We fear that we have come to a crisis in the history of the Parish 
Magazine. The increase in the cost of paper, printing, etc., has been so great that 
the Magazine is now issued at a loss of at least £2 every month. The Vicar would 
be extremely sorry to give up the Magazine, which has been in existence since 
1862, and which he believes does a good work in the Parish, and so he proposes 
to keep it on, but the price will be 2d. a month, beginning in January, and possibly 
some slight alterations may be made with a view to economy in space. Meanwhile 
the Vicar will be very pleased to receive contributions to the Magazine Fund.

The Clergy – The Vicar has not yet been able to get a permanent Assistant Curate, 
but he is glad to say that the Rev. E. H. Blake will help him on every alternate 
Sunday (except November 17th) until the end of the year. 

Editor’s Note: News of the 11/11 Armistice came too late for the November 1918 
edition of the Parish Magazine, and we shall be extracting the December 1918 
magazine’s account of that event in next month’s edition of our magazine, which 
will of course as usual go to every house in the village.
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Danger aMongst the DeaD Leaves
Iconic. Seminal. Timeless. Combining the quintessential 
parasol structure with a vivid red cap topped with white flecks, 
the fly agaric is a design classic. In autumn these beauties burst 
from the earth around the bases of bleached-barked birch or 
dark pine. They are such a familiar sight in fantasy art and films 
that encountering one in the woods is almost comical, like 
you have stepped into a cartoon. I half expect Bambi or some 
Smurfs to skip past. They have been adopted as our clichéd 
link to a magical kingdom of gnomes and fairies. If you are into 
all that nonsense, you will probably already have a ceramic 
pixie sitting on a fly agaric somewhere on your mantelpiece, 
amongst your crystals and birthstones. 

The name fly agaric comes from the old practice of crushing 
the fungi into a glass of milk, where its smell apparently attracts 
and kills flies. Other chemicals within the mushroom cause 
hallucinations and, in our dark past, we revered mystics and 
shamans who believed they had travelled to mystical realms 
after eating fly agaric. One legend claims that the effects were 
stronger if you fed the fungi to reindeer and then drank their 
urine. But eating the fungi can also cause extreme sweating, 
salivation, nausea, psychotropic poisoning, seizures and coma. 
Far out, man. 

Others claim that fly agaric is the origin of our Christmas 
traditions. These neat little packages in Santa red-and-white, 
clustered under a pine tree (not to mention the sky-high 
reindeer) certainly tick a few festive boxes. Another legend 
tells of Vikings who (as if they weren’t violent enough) would 
allegedly eat the mushroom to make them extra berserk. 

I don’t need to eat an agaric to send me into a rage. You just 
need to mention the F-words, stand well back and watch 
me explode because nothing winds me up more than fungi 
foragers! Each autumn they emerge from underneath their 
Hugh Fearnley-Whittingstall cookbooks and skip into the 
woods, designer trug under their arm. These selfish truggers 
are nowhere to be found when I ask for volunteers to help with 
actual wildlife conservation. Yet each autumn they suddenly 
have the urge to get closer to nature … by destroying it!  And 
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they’re taking a real risk. These pillagers have no idea what 
they’re doing and could easily pick the wrong mushroom and 
end up ill for a week. But other side effects can be much, much 
worse. There are thousands of different species of fungi in the 
UK and they are notoriously difficult to identify. 

So be safe. Leave the fungi where they are and enjoy their 
natural beauty.  The risks are too high: kidney failure, liver 
failure, death, or - even worse - you may bump into me!

Michael Blencowe - The Sussex Wildlife Trust
www.sussexwildlifetrust.org.uk 

noveMber garDen notes
September has been a glorious month of sunshine and very 
little rain. The first few days of October have followed on that 
pattern, no strong winds in sight but the beautiful autumn 
colours have begun, so leaf fall is on its way. Have a rake and 
broom ready for the tidy up.

As November is generally a quieter month wind-wise: leaves 
which have swirled about escaping your raking efforts along 
with twigs are good for putting at the base of a new compost 
heap; avoid burning leaves as it’s such a waste of good organic 
matter!  Green waste council bins, of course, are great for 
ensuring your garden rubbish is turned into compost. Clearing 
up in the garden has one over the housework cleaning and 
clearing up. Once it’s done, it stays that way much longer, in fact 
all winter, unlike the house which seems to require even more 
clearing and cleaning with the hours everyone spends indoors.

Cut down all herbaceous plants to ground level; prune roses, 
reducing floribundas by half, shrub roses and hybrid teas by 
a third (but they will need further pruning in March); scarify 
lawns if not done earlier in the autumn, but don’t seed 
bare patches until spring; mulch borders once tidied before 
the spring bulbs start poking their noses through. Bare root 
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hedging and fruit trees are often available this month but, if 
buying mail order, be careful to check on size and quality as it’s 
harder to send it back if wrong! 

In the veg garden take down bean poles, and if infected with rust 
(which appeared on leaves here early September) burn both 
bean stems and poles and canes. Likewise burn or bin tomato 
plants with blight, though this year we haven’t had any potato 
blight - thanks to the hot dry summer. Dig up sweetcorn stalks 
which are also good at the bottom of compost heaps if chopped 
up. Stake sprouts and other vulnerable brassicas; start harvesting 
leeks, swede and parsnips for those hearty soups and roast 
dinners. Plant any bulbs bought but not yet in the ground - and if 
you grow or force hyacinths for the festive season, peep at them 
regularly in their darkened corner as the month progresses and 
bring them into the light once the shoots are 1-2” tall. Keep as 
cool as possible otherwise they grow leggy and flower spikes flop 
over readily. Amaryllis can be grown October/November, planting 
the bulbs in a sturdy pot, watering sparsely at first until the strong 
shoot appears.  On indoor/not-fully-hardy cyclamen remove all 
dying and mouldy leaves to avoid botrytis infections (also flowers 
once petals have fallen), the easiest way being to twist/rotate the 
stem as low down as possible until it severs. Indoor azaleas need 
plenty of water but winter cactus little. Both prefer plenty of light 
but not the brilliant south facing window-sill sort. East or west 
facing is best, or a position set back from a south facing window, 
not near a radiator.

Keep a check regularly for rotten/mouldy stored apples and 
squashes as one bad one can infect a whole lot of good ones … 
like gossip which can poison peoples’ minds (for Bible readers, 
James 3 v 5-10 and Proverbs 16 v 28).

By the end of November, given windy weather to dislodge the 
majority of leaves, your garden shouldn’t need much attention 
in December. Enjoy the wonderful Autumn colours that surround 
us here in Sussex!

Lindsay Shurvell
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November Crossword

(Answers on page 42)

cLUes across:
 1. APPORTIONED (6)
 4. HALLOWED (4)
 8. TEACHER (5)
 9. TRAVELLER TO A HOLY PLACE (7)
 10. HOLY CITY (7)
 11. SPOKEN (4)
 12. EVIL (3)
 14. WATER PARTICLE (4)
 15. SO BE IT (4)
 18. AYE (3)
 21. GOLF CLUB (4)
 23. SAINT (7)
 25. PART OF A CHURCH (7)
 26. THE FASTEST MILKMAN IN THE WEST (5)
 27. NOT SOONER (5)
 28. CHICKEN FEED (6)

cLUes Down:
 1. ABSOLUTION (6)
 2. JUDGE (7)
 3. BISHOPRIC (8)
 4. PART OF A BIRD (4)
 5. MISTAKE (5)
 6. RELIGIOUS BUILDING (6)
 7. UNDOES (5)
 13. JESUS WAS ONE (8)
 16. FOR EVER (7)
 17. SERVICE BOOK (6)
 19. LOOSE STONES (5)
 20. AVENUE (6)
 22. OPEN (5)
 24. FIGHT (4)

1 2 3 4 5 6

7

8 9

10 11

12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23

24

25 26

27 28
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What’s on Around Cuckfield...

Mid Sussex 
Alzheimers Support 
Group Carer’s 
Monthly Meetings

1st Monday of the month from 7 to 9pm.
Held at “Age Concern” (adjacent to Clair Hall),  
Perrymount Road, Haywards Heath.
For further details contact The Alzheimers Society on 
01403 750485 or 01403 213017 (Monday to Friday)

Friendship Club 
Ansty Village Hall

2.30 to 4pm on 1st Tuesday in month. Please come, 
have a cuppa and cake and a natter. Enquiries 413061. 

Ansty Village Hall   CARD & TABLE GAMES. The third Thursday of the 
month at Ansty Village Hall, from 2 – 4 including tea 
and cake £2. Not a serious card school – much laughter. 
Tel 413061

Wednesday 
28 November
Ansty Garden Club

Christmas – Andy Thomas
Ansty Garden Club meets in the Village Hall at 7.45pm 
on the last Wednesday of the month with a varied 
programme of events including speakers, outings, plant 
sales etc. Members’ subscription is £8 per year. Visitors 
are charged £2 per evening visit. Refreshments and 
raffle at small cost. New members always welcome. For 
more details contact Chairperson : Derry Bailleaux or
Secretary: Amanda Hulejczuk 01273970183

hoLY baPtisM
Max Alexander HARRIS
Olive Rose Taylor GIBSON
Josie Rose Redfern HOWELLS
Florence Elsie REILLY
Freddy Thomas HARRIS

hoLY MatriMonY
Christopher Daniel DEWHURST & Camilla Francesca CHENERY

in MeMoriaM
Wendy GROVER Aged 83
Diane Helen EDE Aged 89
Eleanor Elizabeth TIDMARSH Aged 92
Jennifer Susan TAPP Aged 73

Fro
m
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h

e 

Registers
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Items carried in the Cuckfield Parish Magazine do not necessarily represent the views of Holy 
Trinity PCC, the Vicar or the Editorial Team. The Editorial Team reserves the right to decline to 
publish any item or to amend or shorten material. For that reason we do not accept copy in PDF 
or  file formats other than Word. 
We are very pleased that the parish magazine is seen as a good vehicle for advertising by local 
traders and others but readers must accept that the Editors do not vouch for or in any way 
warrant the individuals, organisations, products or services advertised here.

Regular Events

The master pages (including adverts) used to print this magazine can be viewed at www.
holytrinitycuckfield.org/directory/parish-magazine/ 

bellringers Thursday evenings 7.45–9.15pm.

choir Choir practice Friday evenings 7.30 for 7.45-9pm. (There 
are no practices during August)
Choir Club for children and young people from age 7 - 8 
upwards. In the Old School 6.30 (doors open 6.15) - 8pm 
on Fridays. (Not during Half Term and school hols.)

holy trinity 
Mens group

21 November – Ten Pin Bowling at Crawley
For more information contact Clive Simmonds 01444 
454481 or email: clivesimmonds@btinternet.com

home groups Alternate Thursday Evenings (2 groups), 8pm call Clive & 
Isobel Simmonds 01444 454481
Tuesday, 8.00pm (in term time). David and Ros Thunder, 
Wayfarers, South Street, Tel. 417103.

Prayer group Tuesday 20 November 10am in the Lady Chapel          
Tel. Pam Sagar 01444 414409 

Mothers’ Union Tuesday 13 November 10am – Stigma – 16 days against 
Gender Violence. Venue: Heather Hollis, Windrush, High 
Point RH16 3RU  
Please contact Ros Thunder 417103 for more details     

Little ones 
church service

First Tuesday of the month at 11am. Come for a story, 
some songs and a prayer. All welcome.  Please contact 
Catherine Snashall for more details 01444 454712 or 
07775932823. 
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Regular Events (continued)
royal british 
Legion 
(Women’s section)

Saturday 3 November  – Poppy Appeal Morning 10.15-
12noon
Sunday 11 November – Remembrance Sunday
Wednesday 28 November – Oh What a Wonderful War 
Christine Antcliff
Meetings take place at 2.30pm in The Old School, 
Cuckfield

cuckfield crafts 
and vintage 
Market

The next Market will be on Friday 23 November 9.30am 
to 1pm at the Queen’s Hall, Cuckfield
For more details or to book a pitch contact Marie 
Dormer email: Marie.dormer@cuckfield.gov.uk

cuckfield Local 
Market

9.30am to 12.30pm. Food Market at The Talbot, High 
Street, Cuckfield. (Monthly)

cuckfield evening 
Flower club

Friday 9 November – Pat MacDonald – Pots of Colour
Venue Haywards Heath Methodist Church 7.30 for 7.45pm

cuckfield Ladies 
group

Tuesday 6 November 10.30am Meet for  Dirtchling 
Garden Centre then browse for Christmas Presents.. 
Ring Jan or Diane for a lift.
For more details please contact Jan Bryan 414891

solo Lunch The next Solo Lunch will be on Sunday 4 November 
Tickets £6 are available from the Church office.

cuckfield 
evening wi

Tuesday 20 November – Funeral of Queen Victoria Pat 
Gallagher
Meetings take place at 7.30pm at the Cuckfield Baptist 
Church, Polestub Lane.

answers to noveMber crossworD

across: 1. SHARED, 4. BLEST, 8. RABBI, 9. PILGRIM, 10. VATICAN, 11. ORAL, 
12. SIN, 14. DRIP, 15. AMEN, 18. YES, 21. IRON, 23. CLEMENT, 25. STEEPLE, 
26. ERNIE, 27. LATER, 28. PELLET

Down: 1. SHRIVE, 2. ARBITER, 3. EPISCOPY, 4. BILL, 5. ERROR, 6. TEMPLE, 
7. OPENS, 13. NAZERENE, 16. ETERNAL, 17. MISSAL, 19. SCREE, 20. STREET, 
22. OVERT, 24. SPAR
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November 2018 Calendar & Readings for Sunday Services

sUnDaY 4 noveMber – aLL saints (4 beFore aDvent)
 8.00am Holy Communion 
   Wisdom of Solomon 3: 1-9; Revelation 21: 1-6a; 
   John 11: 32-44
 9.45am Family Service
 11.00am Sung Holy Communion (Traditional language) 
   Revelation 21: 1-6a; John 11: 32-44
 4.00pm Service of Commemoration and Thanksgiving
 6.00pm Sung Evensong is cancelled 

sUnDaY 11 noveMber – reMeMbrance sUnDaY (3 beFore aDvent)
 9.00am Holy Communion (Traditional Language) 
   Jonah 3: 1-5, 10; Hebrews 9: 24-end; 
   Mark 1: 14-20 
 10.45am Service of Remembrance 
   6.00pm Evening Communion

sUnDaY 18 noveMber – 2 beFore aDvent
 8.00am Holy Communion 
   As 9.45am
 9.45am Parish Eucharist 
   Daniel 12: 1-3; Hebrews 10: 11-14, 19-25; 
   Mark 13: 1-8
 6.00pm Choral Evensong 
  Daniel 3; Matthew 13: 24-30, 36-43

sUnDaY 25 noveMber – christ the king
 8.00am Holy Communion (Traditional Language) 
   As 9.45am
 9.45am Parish Eucharist 
   Daniel 7: 9-10, 13-14; Revelation 1: 4b-8; 
   John 18: 33-37
 6.00pm Sung Evensong 
   Daniel Chap. 5; John 6: 1-15



Holy Trinity Cuckfield

sUnDaY services  &  MaJor FestivaLs
For the Month

(SEE INSIDE)

weekDaY services – norMaLLY in the LaDY chaPeL 

 Monday 9.00am Morning Prayer 

 Wednesday 10.30am Holy Communion followed by Coffee & Cake
  5.00pm Evening Prayer

 Thursday 9.00am Holy Communion

 Friday 11.00am Holy Communion, BCP

 Saturday 8.45am Morning Prayer

For chiLDren - in the oLD schooL – sUnDaYs

 Noah’s Ark  ages 0 to 3
 Children’s Church  ages 3 to 10
 Xplorers action for 11 to 13 year olds.

except for 1st Sunday of each month when all join the Family Service
and during the school summer holidays.

for details of weekday youth activities see regular events

newcoMers anD visitors are Most weLcoMe 
coMe anD see!  

Join Us For coFFee in the oLD schooL 
aFter 9.45 services 

Michael Maine, Vicar


