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September Magazine 2019
Churched and Unchurched
My dear friends,
There has been great attention recently to the most recent British Social Survey
which seems to reveal a virtual collapse in our nation of people identifying as
Christian. In 1988 44% identified as Anglican and by 2018 it had fallen to 12%. The
proportion of young people has shrunk to an even greater degree and most have
nothing other than the vaguest notion about the most basic facts of any faith.
The one bright spot seems to be the rise of what might be called nondenominational Christians, up from 3% in 1988 to a point where it has now
overtaken the Church of England at 13%. Churches like the Australian Hillsong
Church (which now has branches all over the world) and others attract huge
crowds of millennials using a mixture of high production worship and music.
Haywards Heath has several independent congregations, whilst the Burgess Hill
branch of The King’s Church is a vibrant community.
All this is to the good. If people (particular young folk) are drawn to the knowledge
of the Hope we believe to be found in Jesus Christ, that is wonderful. The only
caveats I have are the very conservative nature of many of these churches (with
a seeming intolerance of the other - female leadership and sexual difference
most particularly) together with what seems to be little communication of the
sense of unity with other Christians within the Body of Christ.
I’m not a great one for churches who proclaim that they are this, that or the
other, or give great lists of how welcome people are through the doors. In this
regard, I would hope that anyone who comes to Holy Trinity, Cuckfield would
know that they are loved and accepted, full stop. As Paul said, ‘There is no
longer Jew or Greek, slave or free, male or female; for all of you are one in
Christ Jesus.’ (Galatians 3: 28)
As to styles of worship. I am relaxed. I believe that liturgy is what it means - the
work of the people. Both more formal (where we have connection with nearly
2,000 years of tradition) and modern informal services, work for me, and I think
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that there is room for both. We are fortunate that at Holy Trinity we are able
to offer a wide range of worship. Most importantly, in whatever we do may we
open ourselves to the work of the Holy Spirit within our community, drawing
alongside the downtrodden, despairing, poor and lost - meeting people where
they are and enabling them to journey in knowing Jesus -the Way, the Truth
and the Life.
With love,
Michael

Cathedral Pilgrimage
Do join us as we travel to Winchester Cathedral on Monday 9th September.
This will be a lovely opportunity to pray for our parish, and to explore one of
our great medieval cathedrals – a cradle of English Christianity and monarchy.
We will travel by coach from Whitemans Green, leaving at 8.00 a.m. On arrival
at the cathedral we will enjoy coffee and biscuits, celebrate a parish Eucharist
at noon and then enjoy spare time to explore both cathedral and city before
our journey back. It should be a great day! The cost will be £22. Please contact
Gill Squires (in the church office office) to book a seat.

Lunchtime Recital
I will be giving an organ recital on Friday September 6th at 1.00 p.m. – the
start of our new season. Entrance is free, and refreshments are available from
12.30pm. Please make our recital series widely known. Works include Bach’s
joyous Prelude and Fugue in D MAJOR (just to make that plain!), and Alexandre
Guilmant’s Organ Sonata in D – a 19th century magnificent work for the organ
all too rarely heard.

Pevsner
The new version of Pevsner’s The Buildings of England – Sussex West has
just been published, and there is a goodly write-up about both Holy Trinity
and Cuckfield itself. The revision of the original text has been undertaken by
Elizabeth Williamson, Tim Hudson and Jeremy Musson, and as far as the church
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is concerned, is greatly expanded from Pevsner’s original. There are several
clarifications (the two lychgates are greatly admired and the attributions
corrected), but there are, alas, still some inaccuracies. The Bodley screen is of
course not in the tower arch, but in the tower itself. The reordering is mentioned,
although the comment is made that there are too many (well-crafted) chairs!
However, all in all a good piece, and it is good to see that Colin Sewell-Rutter has
been given credit for the lovely Diamond Jubilee Plaque in the nave.

Feather Bench in the Churchyard
On Saturday 28th September at 2.00 p.m. there will be a short ceremony to
dedicate the ‘feather bench’ in the churchyard. This will be followed by tea in
the Old School. There have recently been several articles in Cuckfield Life about
the burial of still-born babies and those who died shortly after birth within our
churchyard from the maternity unit at Cuckfield Hospital. This took place over
a very long period. The discovery that these children rest in a beautiful place of
peace has been a great blessing to those many mothers who lost their children
and at the time were not told of their burial. The bench was commissioned by
the parish council and a plaque will be dedicated at the same time.

Women’s Section Royal British Legion
Wednesday 25th September at 2.30 p.m. There will be a service in church at
which the Women’s Section of the Royal British Legion (Cuckfield Branch) will
lay up their standard. All are welcome to the service, The refreshments in the
Old School afterwards are by invitation only.

Deanery Synod
Advanced notice for the meetings of the Deanery Synod taking place during
the Autumn. Anyone is welcome to attend, and we will hear of two interesting
topics, with the opportunity to ask questions of those presenting the talks.
On Wednesday 25th September at St. Mary’s Church Balcombe, Elle Weaver,
the Diocesan Mental Health and Wellbeing Facilitator will be talking about
responses to those important subjects. On Tuesday 19th November at The
Ascension Church, Haywards Heath, Cavan Wood (who is a Reader at All Saints
Lindfield) will be speaking on “Christian care for those with autism.” Both talks
start at 7.45 for 8.00 p.m.
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Deanery News
Tuesday 3rd September at 7.30 p.m. sees the Licensing of the Revd David Murdoch
as Priest in Charge of St Giles’ Horsted Keynes. This ends the longest outstanding
vacancy within the deanery, with which the wardens and parishioners have
borne in good grace. David’s current church, St Bartholomew’s Orford have
recently undertaken the raising of a substantial sum to restore and install the
3-manual classical organ, originally built for the Turner Sims Concert Hall at
Southampton University. The instrument was dedicated on Easter Day. Orford
Church was much used by Benjamin Britten and the first performances of Noye’s
Fludde, Curlew River, The Burning Fiery Furnace and The Prodigal Son took place
there. Please hold David, his family and both parishes in your prayers.
The Revd Hugh Bourne, currently curate at All Saints’ Lindfield, will be licensed
as Associate Priest of that parish at 7.30 p.m. on Tuesday 24th September. Please
also hold Hugh and his family, together with the parish in your prayers at this
start of his new responsibilities.

Visitors
It is always interesting to read visitor comments in the church visitors’ book.
Sometimes we have comments like THE CHURCHYARD NEEDS MOWING
(although I think Alex and his fellow worker do a very reasonable job), to lovely
and sometimes moving entries. Some recent ones:
Beautiful Church and so well looked after.
Choir boy here ’65-’71.
Whilst staying in Cuckfield I have walked through the churchyard
every day for three weeks. The church is such a beautiful and peaceful
place with a warm and welcoming atmosphere that I have never
experienced before.
Came to light a candle for our daughter who passed aged 30 last year
We are fortunate indeed that we are the guardians of a very special church
which can bring such peace and comfort to people who enter its walls.
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God in the Arts

St Michael the Archangel by Bartolemé Bermejo

St Michael, celebrated on 29th September - St Michael and All Angels - is an
archangel, whose name means ‘who is like unto God?’ He makes various
appearances throughout the Bible, from the book of Daniel to the Book of
Revelation. In Daniel, he is ‘one of the princes’ of the heavenly host, and
the special guardian of Israel. In Revelation, he is the principal fighter of the
heavenly battle against the devil. From early times, St Michael’s cult was strong
in the British Isles. Churches at Malmesbury (Wiltshire), Clive (Gloucestershire)
and Stanmer (East Sussex) were dedicated to him. Bede mentions him. St
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Michael’s Mount in Cornwall was believed to commemorate a vision there in
the 8th Century. By the end of the Middle Ages, St Michael had 686 English
churches dedicated to him.
In art St Michael is often depicted as slaying the dragon, as in the 14th Century
East Anglican Psalters, or in Epstein’s famous sculpture at Coventry cathedral. Or
he is found (in Medieval art) as weighing souls, as at Chaldon (Surrey), Swalcliffe
(Oxfordshire), Eaton Bishop (Hereford and Worcester), and Martham in Suffolk. St
Michael’s most famous shrine in western Europe is Mont-Saint-Michel, where a
Benedictine abbey was founded in the 10ht Century. The ‘All Angels’ bit of this feastday was added in 1969 when Gabriel and Raphael were included in with St Michael.
When we sing the Sanctus in the Eucharist, we are affirming that our worship here
on earth is caught up in the worship offered by the angels in heaven. They praise
God around His throne of glory, but they are also agents of His care and guidance
in our lives. St Michael’s triumph over the devil is the theme of this month’s
painting by a forgotten Spanish artist, Bartolemé Bermejo. He died in Barcelona
around 1501, and only 20 paintings of his exist. Seven are in the National Gallery,
and his work has been given a special exhibition there until the end of this month.
As we look at the painting, we can think of St Michael the archangel in Revelation
or Milton’s Paradise Lost where he leads the ‘flaming warriors’ who defeat
the devil. He dominates the canvas in his glorious armour. At his side is the
patron who commissioned this work, and at his feet the vanquished devil, like a
nightmare creation of Bosch.
We know only too well that St Michael’s battle is reflected here on earth, where
the vulnerable and the innocent are threatened by the forces of violence. Light
or darkness, truth or falsehood, protection or oppression – those are the mighty
opposites that come home to us as we ponder this painting.

THE PARISH MAGAZINE Copy Date
The copy date for the OCTOBER edition of the magazine is no later than
MONDAY 9th SEPTEMBER
Please email contributions in WORD format (no PDFs, please) to:
duty-editor@holytrinitycuckfield.org
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Sunday 6th October

Harvest Festival

8.00 a.m. Holy Communion
9.45 a.m. Family Eucharist
11.00 a.m. Sung Communion
Choral Evensong for Harvest at 6.00 p.m.
The Friends of Holy Trinity Church are delighted to announce
that, by popular demand, the four girls on bicycles are coming
back to Cuckfield! Following last year’s hugely successful
production, this year The Handlebards will be performing
Shakespeare’s The Tempest in the open air at Cuckfield Park
on Saturday 14th September at 4.00 p.m.

Gates open at 2.30pm. Tickets are available from
fohtcc@btinternet.com
and
01444 882649
Adults £16, U16s £5 (£18 on the day). Wet weather
arrangements have been made.
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The World’s BIGGEST Coffee Morning …
… is something that Cuckfield has a proud tradition of supporting, and is
Macmillan’s unique fund raiser, once again is being held in the OLD SCHOOL.
The date for your diary is FRIDAY 27th SEPTEMBER, at any time between 10.00
a.m. and midday. We will have some fantastic confectioneries to accompany
your freshly brewed coffee and it would be lovely to see you in the Tudor Hall
(ground floor).
There is always a great atmosphere and if you don’t take coffee there will be a
tasty cup of tea. …
Please put the 27th in your diary to have morning coffee in the Old School - and
why not invite a friend or two to join you?

Garden of the Angels: Dedication Ceremony
2.00 p.m., Saturday September 28th

All of us must, at some stage in our lives, have been haunted by
the thoughts of mortality and struggled with the complexity of
bereavement and grief. During one of these periods my Father,
a vicar, reminded me that ‘To live in hearts we leave behind is
not to die’. That has stayed with me, and the positive power of
remembrance has gained in strength with the years. To sustain
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this philosophy, however, needs a shrine; a memorial where one
can visit, revisit, remember and relate.
The stillborn babies buried in unmarked graves in Cuckfield
Churchyard have not been officially remembered, but now
an art installation by the Sussex sculptor Christian Funnell, in
the form of a feathered bench, has been commissioned by the
Parish Council and is gracefully situated under the Wellingtonia
tree in the churchyard overlooking the South Downs.
Christian Funnell is fascinated by feathers; their natural
delicacy which when the barbs are hooked together create a
fabric which is resilient and strong, enabling the bird to push
air and fly so effortlessly in its vast and limitless environment.
Symbolically, across many cultures, feathers have a connection
with spirituality and the soul. Some believe that finding a
feather is a message from a loved one who has died indicating
their wellbeing, peace and freedom. Christian Funnell’s
sculpture in the shape of a feather in memory of the many
stillborn babies is, therefore, an appropriate memorial for all
the families whose sad traumatic losses can now, not only be
recognised, but also remembered.
Hope is the thing with feathers
That perches in the soul
And sings the tune without the words
And never stops - at all
Emily Dickinson - 1830-1886
On September 28th at 2.00 p.m. in the churchyard of Holy
Trinity Church there will be a dedication ceremony, which will
be followed by refreshments in The Old School. If you would
like to attend this ceremony please contact the Parish Council
on: 01444 451610 or email clerk@cuckfield.gov.uk
Kate Fleming
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Don’t miss our

Bring and Share Harvest Supper
and Barn Dance
in Holy Trinity Church
Saturday, 5th October: 5.00 – 8.30 p.m.
great food & a wonderful ceilidh band
A lovely evening guaranteed for everyone!
Family Ticket £20, Adult ticket £6,
Concessions and Child ticket £5 (under 3s free)
(tickets from Hilary 400087; Sue 452321 or
church office, from 2nd September)
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Under One Roof:
A ‘whole church’ float for Cuckfield Mayor’s Procession 2019
In the past Holy Trinity Church’s involvement in the Cuckfield
Mayor’s procession has just been Sunday’s Cool children,
parents and leaders. This year is an opportunity to show that
we are one body with many parts all under one roof. Our church
building is a focus for so much in the village in addition to
regular worship and private prayer and meditation – including
baptisms, weddings, funerals, concerts, plays, dancing and
supper, bell-ringing, and events for children and young people.
For this diverse activity to continue in the medium term and
beyond the roof needs to be completely restored. Our building
is the largest single enclosed roofed space in the village.
Can you help raise the profile of this huge roof restoration
project by joining in our involvement in the Mayor’s procession
on Saturday October 19th? We have the promise of a flatbed
trailer, tractor and driver. We need all kinds of skills and
people’s time to make a float showing some of the things that
happen in the church. We need ideas, arty designers, people
skilled at construction, materials to build it with - and of course
people to ride on the float and wave!
If you would like to be involved in any way please contact
Jonathan Berry on 455986 or hirsuteshepehrd1@yahoo.com
and/or come to a meeting:
September 5th 8.00-9.30 p.m. in the Old School. Your church needs you!
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CUCKFIELD BOOK FESTIVAL
Cuckfield Book Festival will be back from Thursday 3rd October
to Sunday 6th October. The earlier start of Thursday afternoon
features an event at Borde Hill with a tour of the garden,
followed by a glass of prosecco and a talk from Vanessa
Berridge, author of Great British Gardeners.
The Literary Quiz follows on Thursday night and then the very
popular supper at Ockenden Manor on Friday features Robin
Ince who many people know from the much admired R4
programme The Infinite Monkey Cage which he co-hosts with
Brian Cox. Robin will be introduced by Hermione Cockburn,
born and brought up in Cuckfield.
Two days of sessions begin at 10.30 a.m. on Saturday,
with authors such as Penelope Lively, Jenni Murray, Tim
Waterstone and Simon Williams. Subjects covered include
royalty, immigration, mindfulness, espionage, murder,
Mountbatten, politics and cycling. And for all would-be crime
writers, there’s a three-hour long workshop on how to get
started. Book group devotees will enjoy the last event of the
festival on Sunday evening when In the Full Light of the Sun by
Clare Clark will be discussed upstairs at The Talbot with the
author and Julian Worricker.
For children, head to the Old School on Saturday where local
author Pat Hegarty will be running a session about her book
Moon, perfect for under sevens, and there are three more
events to entertain children from four years to 13.
Lots to look forward to and information about how to book
can be found at www.cuckfieldbookfest.co.uk

FSW Update
Dear Friends,
We had a wonderful day at Warnham Park a couple of
weeks ago when 100 children and their families joined us
for a teddy bears’ picnic. Despite the scorching heat (37
degrees!) everybody had a fantastic day and enjoyed a BBQ,
bear hunting in the woods and most of all (unsurprisingly
given the weather) the swimming pool! It’s an opportunity
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that our families would never normally get, and we are so
grateful to everybody who helped on the day and with the
preparations.
We are now looking forward to our activity day at Chichester
Cathedral later in the month, when the Education and
Learning Team will be working exclusively with our group on
some fabulous activities. Most of our families have never set
foot inside a cathedral before so we are hoping it will be a
truly special occasion for them.
There is still time to register for our Amberley to Arundel
Walk, taking place on August 22nd. Please get in touch with
Melissa on 01273-832963 if you would like to know more.
July’s work in numbers
•

149 individual meetings with families supporting
13 grandparents, 174 parents and 233 children

•

42 supported meetings with other agencies

•

21 group sessions supporting 6 grandparents, 215
parents and 223 children

•

209 food deliveries made (due to the summer
holidays and school meals not being available)

Nikki Kerr, FSW Director of Fundraising and Marketing

PASTORAL HELP LINES
VISITING – TRANSPORT- SUPPORT
IF YOU NEED HELP
PLEASE RING ONE OF
THESE VOLUNTEERS

Kate Berry................................................................ 455986
email - kate.hodkinson@talktalk.net
Robert Norris........................................................... 453127
email - robertnorris248@btinternet.com
or you can email : care.holytrinity@btinternet.com

when transport is involved, a donation of
40p per mile would be appreciated by your driver
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EVERYDAY DISCIPLESHIP – SUNDAY TO SATURDAY
When I was asked to describe how I live my life as a disciple
of Jesus I was more than happy to oblige, the request initially
seemed something that would not be too difficult to do,
however I soon discovered it was not as easy as I first thought.
The question I have been mulling over is, how do I live as a
disciple of Jesus.
My name is Helen, I am married and have three children,
Alessandra, Archie and Zachariah. In the secular world I am
a Senior Quantity Surveyor for a large company called Kier
Construction; the head office is based at Maidstone, but I
spend a lot of my time working on various building sites. I am
currently working on a School in Bromley and an Airport in
Rochester. I work freelance which gives me the opportunity
to work 3-4 days a week.
Part of my discipleship is firmly rooted in spreading the good
news of the gospel with the Youth. Most of my Christian life
I have been passionate about working with children and the
youth through after school ‘Sunday School’ clubs and singing
clubs. To see the faces of parents at a church service as their
child demonstrates their talents is beautiful and I hope and
pray that all the families I have come into contact with will
associate these times of happiness and completeness with the
Church family and the love of God. Since joining the family at
Holy Trinity I have some wonderful memories of the Inspire
Choir singing some lovely anthems but the one memory that
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currently sticks with me the most is the time I taught the after
school choir club in my previous parish School to sing ‘Let It
Go’ from the film Frozen. The children begged me to let them
sing it on Mothering Sunday. My goodness me! not such an
easy song as it first appears to be, but with a lot of practice
(and prayer) we belted it out and there wasn’t a dry eye in the
church ☺. I was hoarse for a week afterwards ☺.
Through these clubs and activities, the parent body recognised
me as a face from ‘the church’ and I found that parents on
the playground talked to me and confided in me. Lots of
little things happened; I was able to bring a family to God
whilst helping them come to terms with the sudden death
of a young member of their family, just through listening to
them and saying a prayer with them. I helped at least three
families set about having their children christened at a time
of interregnum through my contacts within the wider church.
Through chatting to the school staff, I discerned a need in the
school and arranged for an elderly member of the parish, a
widow with no family, to help the children learn to read and
at the same time bring a little bit of joy to both her and the
children. I organised lots of fundraising and donating events
through the Friends of the School. All of these things came
about through being a Christian Mum, chatting with people
and, more often than not, bullying myself to live as a loving
neighbour as I am the first to admit that at times it was a
struggle to see Jesus in some people.
When I am at work, I muck in with everybody and do my best.
I make a point of caring for people, asking how they are, but
not as a passing comment but as a genuine enquiry (especially
to the people I don’t particularly like). When things are getting
stressful (which usually happens during VCR week) despite
being busy I try to lift the mood and make a point of laughing.
It’s amazing the effect this has on a room. “Who wants a cup
of tea and a biscuit?” works wonders. Everyone appreciates
this. But more importantly, I try to be unphased by pressures
of work and I put it into perspective.
On a Monday morning when colleagues ask me what I got up to
over the weekend, I tell them about church. I share funny stories
about the mistakes I make singing or reading, they all know I love
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to sing and about my involvement in the lots of different church
activities. I DO NOT PREACH or stand and talk endlessly about
God or church, but I have found that if I say one thing about what I
do at the weekend it will be met with lots of questions and stories
from others about their Mum or grandparents who go to church,
and before you know it, half a dozen people are chatting about
church and faith, the good stuff and the uncomfortable stuff, but
at least they are talking and thinking.
I have only been working for Kier since the middle of May, and in
that short time I have found that people have gravitated towards
me. A young colleague shared with me his wife has a brain
tumour (you have all prayed for her these past few Sundays)
and I hope I have, and still am, in a small way helping him cope.
Another colleague has shared his son died of leukaemia at two
years old and he would have been 24 years old this month
(something he has not shared with our colleagues), and another
informed me he is a recovering alcoholic, and another again that
his grandfather is dying of cancer. In response to all, I just BE.
I quietly share my confidence in Jesus promises and hopefully
from little seeds, trees will grow.
Shopping! Jesus has an irritating habit of making sure I feel
a pang of guilt when I go shopping, particularly when I buy
something that is not essential, like Prosecco! I find I cannot
shop without buying something for those less fortunate and I
am so used to doing this now that the additional items I buy feel
like part of my own shopping list. I tend to shop weekly and beat
myself up that it is my duty to spend the equivalent money of at
least two bottles of prosecco on provisions for the FSW!
When I think about it there are lots of stories I could share.
I hope and pray I am a reasonable disciple of Christ. There’s
vast room for improvement I know but I’ve been told God
loves a tryer, and I’m definitely trying (in more ways than one
so my husband tells me ☺). I hope there is something in my
story that will inspire you to share your own discipleship.
With love, Helen. ☺.
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To celebrate Cuckfield’s farming heritage, our main display this Autumn will be
Harvest Home. A hundred years ago, very many people living in the village would
have lived or worked on the land and one look at any of our old local maps will
show how Cuckfield was once surrounded by farms, large and small: Tanyard,
Taylors Barn, Northlands, Horsgate, Lullings, Hanlye, Gravelye, Hatchgate,
Crouchlands, Laine’s, Mackrell’s, Copyhold and Ansty, to name but a few.

Harvest Time at Cuckfield by George Ruff (1883)

Many of the names remain but the farms have gone. We display some extraordinary
farming implements, some from our collection and others on loan. How would
you have used a post hole scooper and what would you have done with a ‘beetle’?
We show how a dairy maid protected her complexion and avoided spilling her
milk and we pay tribute to the strength and skill of the agricultural labourer with
the giant hay knife, used to cut wedges of hay from a rick.
Display lasts till mid-December
Cuckfield Museum opening hours:
Wednesday, Thursday, Friday, 10.00-12.30 p.m.
and Saturday 10.00-3.00 p.m.
More details from www.cuckfieldmuseum.org
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The Outreach team at Holy Trinity Church Cuckfield are holding
an appeal for good, second-hand men’s and women’s clothes
and new and second-hand sleeping bags. New and secondhand socks (in good condition) are also needed.
We are also appealing for tins of baked beans to use at the
Centre.
This is for Crawley Open House, which supports those suffering
the effects of homelessness, unemployment, loneliness,
discrimination or other forms of exclusion.
Clothes and tins can be brought to the Tower, inside Holy
Trinity Church, Cuckfield on Saturday 21st and Sunday 22nd
September. We look forward to a good response.

Fifth Sunday Giving
The fifth Sunday giving, where the donations help local charities, has been
most generously supported over the last couple of years. This month we
are collecting for the Kent Surrey Sussex Air Ambulance Trust, a charity
registered in 1989 and which provides emergency medical services in Kent,
Sussex and Surrey. There are two helicopters flying a 7-day service and a rapid
response car should the helicopters be grounded. All areas of the counties
are accessible within a 20 minute flight and, since 1989, 25,000 incidents
have been covered. There is no government funding for this vital work and all
donations come from public and private giving. Please support this necessary
and lifesaving work on Sunday 29th September.

The Outreach Committee
26
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Flower Festival in 2020
Cuckfield is set to host its very own Flower Festival next year
with the help of a local florist - and you!
As a fundraiser for Holy Trinity Church, Cuckfield resident
Belinda Campopiano is leading the group which is organising
the new event. She runs Chez Fleur, a floristry business from
her workshop in Cuckfield, and has a passion for sharing
her love of flowers. “I am really excited to be getting the
festival off the ground and am looking forward to meeting
anyone who would like to be involved,” Belinda explained.
They will need help for various jobs: marshalling, designing
the arrangements, installing them, marketing, social media,
refreshments, tickets and setting up.
Cuckfield Flower Festival will take place on 13th/14th June
2020, with the set up two days before. All flowers featured
will be British, and the team would love to hear from any
local growers. And, as part of the effort to be as eco-friendly
as possible, there will be no floral foam used in any of the
arrangements.
Organisers are hosting the inaugural meeting for the flower
festival on Wednesday 18th September in the church at 7.00
p.m. “We would love anyone who is interested in finding out
more about any aspect of the event to come along to this
meeting,” Belinda commented. “Whether young or old, this will
be a really exciting project in Cuckfield next year. Be part of it!”
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HAYWARDS HEATH MUSIC SOCIETY
78th International Concert Season

Saturday 21st September at 7.30 p.m. at St Wilfrid’s
Church, Church Road, Haywards Heath
Come and hear the exciting young pianist, Rhythmie Wong, winner of the
New York International Artist Piano Competition, acclaimed at the 71st
Steinway & Sons International Youth Piano Competition and at the Miami
International Piano Festival Piano Academy. The poetry and virtuosity
of Rhythmie’s playing sent shimmers of admiration through the Sussex
International Piano Competition last May. Her recital will include Ravel’s
Gaspard de la Nuit, La Valse and works by Granados and Haydn.
Tickets: £12 members, £15 non-members,
with reductions for students and families
From Carousel Music HH, or on the door
Further information from Christine Colbourne: 01444-456227, or
http://www.haywardsheathmusicsociety.org.uk

High Days and Holy Days for September
1st Sept
1st Sept
2nd Sept
2nd Sept
5th Sept
8th Sept
9th Sept
11th Sept
11th Sept
13th Sept
14th Sept
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Drithelm - vision of the after-life
St Giles of Provence - helping those damaged by life
The New Guinea Martyrs of 1942
St William of Roskilde - standing up for social justice
Laurence Giustiniani - the saint who knew how to help a beggar
The Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary
St Peter Claver - compassion for slaves
St Protus and St Hyacinth - victims of mindless violence
St Deiniol of Bangor - bringing disagreeing bishops together
St John Chrysostom - living a public faith
Holy Cross Day

15th Sept
16th Sept
16th Sept
18th Sept
20th Sept
21st Sept
24th Sept
25th Sept
27th Sept
28th Sept
29th Sept

St Adam of Caithness - the way NOT to tithe
Ninian, Bishop of Galloway – Apostle of the Picts (Scotland)
Cornelius – the saint who had mercy on sinning Christians
St Joseph of Copertino - the awkward saint
The Martyrs of Korea
St Matthew
St Gerard Sagredo – church planting in the 11th century
St Ceolfrith (d 716) - baking and Bibles
Vincent de Paul – devotion to the poor and oppressed
St Lioba - a memorable woman
St Michael and All Angels

8th September: The Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary
In both eastern and western Churches, Mary has always been held as preeminent among all the saints. The unique, extraordinary privilege of being the
mother of the One who was both God and Man, makes her worthy of special
honour. Thomas Aquinas believed she was due hyperdulia, or a veneration
that exceeds that of other saints, but is at the same time infinitely below the
adoration, or latria, due to God alone.
The gospels of Matthew and Luke give Mary most mention. Luke even tells
the story of Jesus’ infancy from Mary’s point of view. Her Song, or Magnificat
appears in Luke 1:46-55.
The virginal conception of Christ is clearly stated in the gospels. But after Jesus’
birth, Mary fades quietly into the background. During Jesus’ public life, she is
mentioned only occasionally, as at the wedding at Cana. She reappears at the foot
of the Cross (John’s Gospel), and is given into John’s care. In the early chapters of
Acts, Mary is with the Apostles, and received the Holy Spirit along with them on
Whitsunday. But her role was not the active one of teaching and preaching.
Mary’s significance grew with the centuries. By the fifth century she was called
Theotokos, The Mother of God, and from the 7th Century onwards, she was given
four festivals: The Presentation in the Temple (2nd February), The Annunciation
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(25th March), The Assumption (15th August) and her Nativity (8th September).
Marian devotion has played an enormous role in the church down the years.
Mary has been the object of countless prayers, accredited with performing
many miracles, and the subject of thousands of artistic endeavours. She has
had hundreds of chapels or parish churches named after her. During the
Reformation many images of Mary were destroyed. The Second Vatican Council
1962 made an extended statement on her, stressing her complete dependence
on her Son, and regarding her as a model of the Church.
Principal Marian shrines of today include Lourdes (France), Fatima (Portugal),
Walsingham (England), Loreto (Italy), Czesochowa (Poland) and Guadalupe (Mexico).
14th September:

Holy Cross Day

On Holy Cross Day the Church celebrates the Cross as a symbol of triumph, as
the sign of Christ’s victory over death. Holy Cross Day goes right back to 14
September 335, and we have the mother of a Roman Emperor to thank for it.
Helena was a devout Christian, and after her son, Constantine, was converted,
they agreed that she should travel from Rome to Israel, and seek out the places
of special significance to Christians.
Of course, much of Jerusalem had been destroyed by the Romans around 135
AD. But even so, Helena finally located what she believed to be the sites of the
Crucifixion and of the Burial (and modern archaeologists think she may well be
correct). The sites were so close together that she built one large church over
them - the Church of the Holy Sepulchre.
That church, built in honour of the Cross, was dedicated on 14 September 335.
The sign of the Cross has been used by Christians since early times. Tertullian,
writing his De Corona (3:2) around AD 211, noted that Christians seldom did
anything significant without making the sign of the cross.

(continued on page 35)
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(continued from page 32)

What is its significance? Well, people often put their initials or some sort of
personal mark on something to show that it belongs to them. The Cross is the
personal mark of our Lord Jesus Christ, and we mark it on ourselves as a sign
that we belong to him. Even in the book of Revelation, we read that the servants
of God are ‘sealed’ or ‘marked’ on their foreheads as a sign that they are His.
A preacher once put it this way: if you were explaining to someone how to
make a cross, you would say: “Draw an I.” That is you standing before the Lord,
saying, ‘here I am’. Then cancel that vertical stroke with a horizontal stroke –
as if to say: “Lord, I abandon my self-will and make you the centre of my life
instead. I abandon myself to your love and service.”
On Holy Cross Day, we recall Jesus’ wonderful promise: “And when I am lifted
up, I will draw all men unto me.” (John 12:32)

Three-spined Stickleback the smartest tiddler in the school
There is a genius in our midst. Lurking in the ditches, ponds
and streams around Sussex you can find schools of threespined sticklebacks. These fish are not much to look at, a tiny
slip of dirty silver with some pointy dorsal spines to annoy
predators. But, as befits an animal that spends so much of its
time in a school, they’re real brainboxes. The clever behaviour
of sticklebacks has been the subject of endless academic
studies with boffins recently declaring them the ‘genius of the
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fish world’ - after discovering that they actually learn from
observing the mistakes of other sticklebacks. As a bloke who
can’t seem to learn from his own mistakes, I have to agree that
that’s pretty smart for a fish.
They don’t just excel academically. The male stickleback may
also be the animal world’s greatest parent. He constructs a
cosy aquatic nest and lovingly fans oxygen-rich water over his
eggs with his tail. During the breeding season he undergoes a
dramatic makeover from silver to gaudy red, with day-glo blue
eyeliner. Despite looking like Cyndi Lauper circa 1984 he’s still
as rowdy as ever and will aggressively defend his eggs against
anything that passes by – especially if it’s red. One scientist
noted his stickleback’s fish tank tantrums coincided with the
postman’s red van passing by the window each morning.
For me, the smartest thing the stickleback has achieved is
single-handedly encouraging generations of children out of
their homes and into the countryside. For many people their
early encounters with this little fish, while standing knee-deep
in the great outdoors with net and jam jar, has instilled in them
a lifelong wonder and respect for nature. Nowadays such
rituals of passage are rarely played out; and recent reports
warn that alienation from the natural world has serious
implications for a child’s development. There is a lot that our
children can learn from the three-spined stickleback!
For Sussex Wildlife Trust, engaging and inspiring children is a
big part of our work. Each year thousands of schoolchildren
visit our Woods Mill nature reserve, where we have them
dipping for tadpoles and sticklebacks, identifying wildflowers,
lighting campfires and generally getting muddy and having fun
in nature. Getting children to connect to the world around them
is vital. The countryside around Sussex is one big classroom, so
get out and enjoy it - there is so much to be learned.
Michael Blencowe - The Sussex Wildlife Trust
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September Crossword
1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8
9

10

11

12
13

14

15

17

1

18

19

20

21
22

24

23

25

Across
1 ‘A little later someone else saw Peter and said, “You — are one of them”’
		 (Luke 22:58) (4)
3 Giving (1 Peter 2:5) (8)
9 They came to Jerusalem seeking an infant king (Matthew 2:7) (3,4)
10 ‘An athlete... does not receive the victor’s crown unless he competes
		 according to the — ’ (2 Timothy 2:5) (5)
11 Pacifist, temperance advocate, open-air preacher, leading 20th- century
		 Methodist, Donald — (5)
12 ‘Come quickly to — — , O Lord my Saviour’ (Psalm 38:22) (4,2)
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14 ‘The God of Abraham, — — — , the God of our fathers, has glorified his
		 servant Jesus’ (Acts 3:13) (5,3,5)
17 Sear by intense heat (Revelation 16:8) (6)
19 ‘It is better to take refuge in the Lord than to trust — — ’ (Psalm 118:8)
		 (2,3)
22 Goods (Nehemiah 13:15) (5)
23 i.e. train (anag.) (7)
24 Surrounding area (Luke 24:50) (8)
25 ‘Righteousness will be his — and faithfulness the sash round his waist’
		 (Isaiah 11:5) (4)
Down
1 Elegant and creative (Exodus 31:4) (8)
2 ‘Listen, I tell you a mystery: We will not all — , but we will all be changed’
		 (1 Corinthians 15:51) (5)
4 ‘I... delight to see how orderly you are and how firm your — — — is’
		 (Colossians 2:5) (5,2,6)
5 Enlist (2 Samuel 24:2) (5)
6 Of the Muslim faith (7)
7 Sharp intake of breath (Job 11:20) (4)
8 Woven cloth (Ezekiel 16:13) (6)
13 Plentiful (Romans 5:17) (8)
15 CIA char (anag.) (7)
16 Paul and Silas stopped him committing suicide after an earthquake in
		 Philippi (Acts 16:27–28) (6)
18 One of the ingredients in the making of incense for the Lord (Exodus
		 30:34) (5)
20 Episcopal headwear (5)
21 Inhabitant of, say, Russia, Ukraine, Poland, Slovakia or Bulgaria (4)

(Answers on page 41)
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What’s on Around Cuckfield...
2.30 to 4pm on 1st Tuesday in month. Please come,
Friendship Club
Ansty Village Hall have a cuppa and cake and a natter. Enquiries 413061.
Ansty Village Hall CARD & TABLE GAMES. The third Thursday of the
month at Ansty Village Hall, from 2 – 4 including tea
and cake £2. Not a serious card school – much
laughter. Tel 413061
Ansty Garden
Club Wednesday
27th September

m the
ro

s

gister
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Ben Cross – Alstromeria Grower
Ansty Garden Club meets in the Village Hall at 7:45pm on
the last Wednesday of the month – with the exception
of June when we have an outing and July when we hold
an outdoor summer supper at another venue. A coffee
morning and plant sale is held in June at the village hall
and we have a varied programme of events including
speakers on garden related topics throughout the rest
of the year. Membership is £10 per year. Visitors are
charged £2 per evening visit. Refreshments and raffle
are available at each meeting. New members always
welcome. For further information please contact
Chairperson Derry Baillieux 01444 474660.
Holy Baptism
Charlotte Eleanor Felicity BROOKS
Sophia Emily THOMAS
Holy Matrimony
Nicholas Anthony Mark APPLETON & Rosie Alice WHITE
Andrew Peter HALL & Lisa Marie DONE
Ashleigh James CURTIS & Lucy Alexandra Mary GLENN

F

In Memoriam
Elisabeth Bridgit DUNNETT
Brenda Pamela ANDERSON
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Aged 75
Aged 80

Regular Events
Bellringers

Thursday evenings 7.45–9.15pm.

Choir

Choir practice Friday evenings 7.30 for 7.45-9pm. (There
are no practices during August)
Choir Club for children and young people from age 7 - 8
upwards. In the Old School 6.30 (doors open 6.15) - 8pm on
Fridays. (Not during Half Term and school hols.)

Holy Trinity
Mens Group

Wednesday 18th September – Meal at the Whyte Harte
For more information contact Clive Simmonds 01444
454481 or email: clivesimmonds@btinternet.com

Home Groups

Alternate Thursday Evenings (2 groups), 8pm call Clive &
Isobel Simmonds 01444 454481
Tuesday, 8.00pm (in term time). David and Ros Thunder,
Wayfarers, South Street, Tel. 417103.

Prayer Group

Tuesday 17 September 10am in the Lady Chapel
Tel. Pam Sagar 01444 414409

Mothers’ Union Tuesday 10th September – St. Teresa of Avila – Shirley
Rawlins
Please contact Ros Thunder 417103 for more details

The master pages (including adverts) used to print this magazine can be viewed at www.
holytrinitycuckfield.org/directory/parish-magazine/

Crossword Answers
ACROSS: 1, Also. 3, Offering. 9, The Magi. 10, Rules. 11, Soper. 12, Help me.
14, Isaac and Jacob. 17, Scorch. 19, In man. 22, Loads. 23, Inertia. 24, Vicinity.
25, Belt.
DOWN: 1, Artistic. 2, Sleep. 4, Faith in Christ. 5, Enrol. 6, Islamic. 7, Gasp.
8, Fabric. 13, Abundant. 15, Archaic. 16, Jailer. 18, Resin. 20, Mitre. 21, Slav.
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Regular Events (continued)
Royal British Legion Wednesday 25th September Closing Meeting Laying
up the Standard and Refreshments
(Women’s Section)
Meetings take place at 2.30pm in The Old School,
Cuckfield
Cuckfield Crafts and Next date 20th September 9.30am to 1pm.
The October date is 18th
Vintage Market
For more details or to book a pitch contact Marie
Queens Hall
Dormer email: marie.c.dormer@gmail.com
Cuckfield Local
Market

9.30am to 12.30pm. Food Market at The Talbot,
High Street, Cuckfield. (Monthly)

Cuckfield Evening
Flower Club

Friday 13th September - Supper
Venue Haywards Heath Methodist Church 7.30 for
7.45pm

Cuckfield Ladies
Group

Tuesday, 3rd September, 1pm. Bring and Share
lunch at Pamela Knighton’s to discuss new
programme and collect subs.
For more details please contact Jan Bryan 414891

Solo Lunch

The next Solo Lunch will be on Sunday September
8th. Tickets £6 available from the Church Office

Cuckfield
Evening WI

Tuesday 17th September – The Brighton Line
through Mid Sussex Colin Burnham
Meetings take place at 7.30pm at the Cuckfield
Baptist Church, Polestub Lane.

Items carried in the Cuckfield Parish Magazine do not necessarily represent the views of Holy
Trinity PCC, the Vicar or the Editorial Team. The Editorial Team reserves the right to decline to
publish any item or to amend or shorten material. For that reason we do not accept copy in PDF
or file formats other than Word.
We are very pleased that the parish magazine is seen as a good vehicle for advertising by local
traders and others but readers must accept that the Editors do not vouch for or in any way
warrant the individuals, organisations, products or services advertised here.
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September 2019 Calendar & Readings for Sunday Services
SUNDAY 1 September – Eleventh after Trinity
8.00am Holy Communion
			 Proverbs 25: 6-7; Hebrews 13: 1-8, 15-16;
			
Luke 14: 1,7-14
9.45am Family Service
11.00am Sung Holy Communion (Traditional language)
			 Hebrews 13: 1-8, 15-16; Luke 14: 1,7-14
6.00pm Sung Evensong
			 Isaiah 33: 13-22; John 3: 22-36
SUNDAY 8 September – Twelfth after Trinity
8.00am Holy Communion (Traditional Language)
			 As 9.45am
9.45am Parish Eucharist
			 Deuteronomy 30: 15-end; Philemon 1-21;
			
Luke 14: 25-33
6.00pm Evening Communion
SUNDAY 15 September – Thirteenth after Trinity
8.00am Holy Communion
			
As 9.45am
9.45am Parish Eucharist
			 Exodus 32: 7-14; 1 Timothy 1: 12-17;
			
Luke 15: 1-10
6.00pm Choral Evensong
			 Isaiah Chap. 60; John 6: 51-69
SUNDAY 22 September – Fourteenth after Trinity
8.00am Holy Communion (Traditional Language)
		
As 9.45am
9.45am Parish Eucharist
			 Amos 8: 4-7; 1 Timothy 2: 1-7;
			
Luke 16: 1-13
6.00pm Sung Evensong
			 Ezra Chap. 1; John 7: 14-36
SUNDAY 29 September – Michael and All Angels
8.00am Holy Communion
			 as 9.45am
9.45am Parish Eucharist
		
Genesis 28: 10-17; Revelation 12: 7-12;
			
John 1: 47-end
6.00pm Sung Evensong
			
Daniel 10: 4-end; Revelation Chap. 5
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Holy Trinity Cuckfield
SUNDAY SERVICES & MAJOR FESTIVALS
FOR THE MONTH
(SEE INSIDE)

WEEKDAY SERVICES – NORMALLY IN THE LADY CHAPEL
Monday

9.00am

Morning Prayer

Wednesday 10.30am Holy Communion followed by Coffee & Cake
		 5.00pm Evening Prayer
Thursday

9.00am

Friday 11.00am
Saturday

8.45am

Holy Communion
Holy Communion, BCP
Morning Prayer

FOR CHILDREN - IN THE OLD SCHOOL – SUNDAYS
Noah’s Ark
Children’s Church
Xplorers

ages 0 to 3
ages 3 to 10
action for 11 to 13 year olds.

except for 1st Sunday of each month when all join the Family Service
and during the school summer holidays.
for details of weekday youth activities see regular events

NEWCOMERS AND VISITORS ARE MOST WELCOME
COME AND SEE!
JOIN US FOR COFFEE IN THE OLD SCHOOL
AFTER 9.45 SERVICES
Michael Maine, Vicar

