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November 2019

Dear Friends,

I have a birthday card on the windowsill in my study which was sent to me by 
parishioners on my birthday a couple of years ago (60 is unkindly mentioned 
inside!). It is fun – a cartoon of Noah’s Ark sinking into the ocean by the stern as 
rain pours from the sky, whilst on the bow Noah is saying to one of his sons, ‘I 
knew the woodpeckers were a mistake.’ I love it!

This vivid story which is very much part of our faith history and very ancient. In 
some respects, it resembles others from different cultures in the ancient Middle 
East, most notably the story of Gilgamesh from the Sumerian and Babylonian 
cultures. The Biblical account however talks not of monsters or great battles 
between mortals and gods but of relationship, primarily between Noah -a 
righteous man - and his family and the creator God. It’s a complex work, two 
accounts woven together at some stage (probably by priestly scribes long after 
the original oral account itself was written down).

The story of Noah is not about a vengeful God, but about the journey of faith. The 
ark itself represents faith, and the Hebrew word is the same as that used for the 
basket in which Moses is cast into the waters as a baby. He becomes the leader 
of his people from slavery to freedom – again, a faith journey. The Gospel writers 
also use the boats of the disciples as allusions to faith expressed in the Church.

In this age in which we live, faith (particularly in the West) may be under pressure 
as never before, yet the understanding of the self-giving love of God revealed in 
Jesus Christ, which we are called to display within our own lives, has never been 
needed as much as it is now.  

The institutional Church has much to be ashamed of through history, but we 
should never forget that WE are the Church - members of the Body of Christ. 
We all have a vocation to reveal Jesus Christ in our lives to bring about God’s 
Kingdom on earth.

With Love,
Michael
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From the Vicar’s Desk

Great News! I was overwhelmed when I recently opened a letter from The 
Kempe Trust informing me that they were making a grant of £50,000 towards 
the roof fund, together with another grant of up to £25,000 for the development 
of a Kempe-centred heritage and community outreach project associated with 
the parish bid to the National Lottery Heritage Fund. The Roof Group are still 
honing the bid which requires meticulous preparation in order to succeed, but 
we are greatly encouraged by this generosity on behalf of The Kempe Trust. At 
the same time, I would like to thank members of the Roof Group for all that they 
are doing towards the eventual launch of both bid and appeal. 

Lighting The church lighting is being replaced during November which means 
that all weekday services will take place in the Old School. Weekend services 
will be unaffected and held as normal in the church. As I wrote last month, 
we are very grateful to Brian Cutler for masterminding this important project, 
together with all who have enabled this to reach fruition. The new lights will 
considerably reduce our carbon-footprint, and the church will be greatly 
enhanced by a fully operational lighting system. 
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Lunchtime Recitals Please note that the October recital was the final one for 
the season owing to the lighting work in November and the Tree Festival in 
December. The recitals will recommence on Friday 3rd January

Choral Evensong Please note that these will now normally take place on the 
first Sunday of the month rather than the third. This month’s falls during All 
Saints’ Tide - Sunday 3rd November @ 6.00 p.m. It would be lovely to see people 
supporting this service, enriched as it is by the talents of our choir to the glory 
of God. We always have refreshments after Choral Evensong.

Remembrance Our annual Services of Remembrance will take place as normal 
on Remembrance Sunday 10th November – 9.00 a.m. Parish Eucharist with 
hymns, 10.45 a.m. Remembrance Service (starting at the war memorial on 
the south side of the churchyard) and Evening Communion at 6.00 p.m. On 
Monday 11th November there will be a very short act of remembrance at the 
war memorial at 10.50 p.m. 

Service of Thanksgiving and Commemoration Our annual service to which 
we invite all those bereaved during the previous year, together with a warm 
welcome to any who wishes to remember departed loved ones, takes place 
on Sunday 17th November @ 4.00 p.m. in church, followed by tea in the Old 
School. Again, this year, the choir will be joining us and singing several items to 
enrich the service. Please note that there will be NO EVENSONG on that date

a Few Dates in aDVance

Our Advent Light Service will take place on Saturday 30th November at 8.30 
a.m. followed by a full English breakfast! Not to be missed, and a great way to 
start Advent. Ticket details to follow.

On Advent Sunday (1st December) we invite people to present new children’s 
toys for Family Support Work at the 9.45 a.m. Family Service. In the evening, 
the choir will be leading us through a very lovely Sequence of Readings and 
Music for Advent ‘From Darkness to Light’ @ 6.00 p.m.

Our Great Christmas Tree Festival takes place from Friday 6th – Sunday 8th with 
the Trees Carol Service @ 6.00 p.m. on Sunday.
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Because of the falling of dates this year, the Family Nativity will take place on 
Sunday 22nd December @ 9.45 a.m. together with the Festival of Nine Lessons 
and Carols @ 6.00 p.m.

The Cuckfield Nativity This great event when we walk with the Holy Family on 
their journey (we might have a lama this year as well as donkeys and sheep!) 
will be held on Thursday 19th December @ 6.00 p.m.

thoughts on the holy city
Not on the song by Stephen Adam, but rather related to The Eternal City 
written by St Augustine of Hippo in the early 400s. It is one of the cornerstones 
of Western thought, written in response to the accusation that the Christian 
Church had brought about the decline of Rome. It is a massive work and 
gives us theology which we would recognise today. Some we have moved on 
from, but its great gift is Augustine’s encapsulating the understanding that the 
Church, although imperfect, is a sign of God’s grace and love within the world. 
The Roman Catholic Church as most recently as the Second Vatican Council’s 
Gaudium et Spes document used Augustine’s imagery in stating that:

The Church holds that in her most benign Lord and Master can be found 
the key, the focal point and the goal of humanity, as well as of all human 
history. All of human life, whether individual or collective, shows itself 
to be a dramatic struggle between good and evil, between light and 
darkness. The Lord is the goal of human history the focal point of the 
longings of history and of civilization, the centre of the human race, the 
joy of every heart and the answer to all its yearnings.

The image of the Church as a sign of both past, present and future is expressed 
in the Bible vividly thus:

And I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven 
from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. And I heard 
a loud voice from the throne saying, ‘See, the home of God is among 
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mortals. He will dwell with them; they will be his peoples, and God 
himself will be with them’ (Revelation 21: 2-3).

That Holy City is not some unattainable dwelling – Jesus has come to us and 
transforms us by his love. We, then, through the choices we make through being 
God’s people in the world help (in our own ways) to bring heaven to earth. This 
is the reason the Church exists – a sign of the Holy City prepared as a bride for 
Jesus. But the Church is an empty vessel without the love and mercy of those 
within it. And we are called to love each other because the Lord says, ‘By this 
everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another’ 
(John 13: 35). That’s sometimes difficult, but we have a head start knowing how 
much God loves us! We are on a journey to transform the world, and sometimes 
it may seem an uphill struggle, yet remember – we are never alone. 

Teilhard de Chardin, the great French philosopher said this: Someday, after 
mastering the winds, the waves, the tides and gravity, we shall harness for God 
the energies of love, and then, for a second time in the history of the world, 
humanity will have discovered fire.
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the Parish magaZine coPy Date
The copy date for the DecemBer edition of the magazine is no later than 

monDay 4th noVemBer
Please email contributions in WORD format (no PDFs, please) to:

duty-editor@holytrinitycuckfield.org

laying the lorD’s taBle

Have you ever thought, when you have been sitting in Church before one of the 
Sunday morning services: “who does this? who lays the Lord’s Table?” Possibly 
you know the answer already; maybe, if you have been early enough, you have 
seen it happening; or perhaps you have never given it a thought – after all, 
somebody must do it.

This task is, of course, a practical necessity for, and an integral part of, celebrating 
the Eucharist. This Feast is like no other and is always prepared with its significance 
very much in mind. But, notwithstanding, as for any meal, it is not simply a matter 
of just laying the table: there is the shopping for what is needed; there are the 
preparations in advance ‘behind the scenes’. And then afterwards, there is the 
clearing up, the washing up and the laundering of the linen.

So, who does it? Every Sunday morning throughout the whole year (plus the 
extra services at the major Festivals) this essential task is faithfully carried out - 
and has been for very many years - by the same team of four Sacristans, who are 
members of the regular congregation. Surely that’s enough you might say. Well, 
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yes, it is, for the present. But the combined age of the current four is a little over 
300 years, so you will appreciate that all of us have long since passed our ‘three 
score years and ten’; plus, none of us is immune to the vicissitudes of daily life, 
nor are we immortal! And, if we fall, who would do it? That would have to be 
the Vicar … hardly a reasonable option.

 And so, we would really appreciate some extra support. Would you be willing 
to join us in learning how to lay the Lord’s Table? This would be of enormous 
benefit not only now but also in the future.

If this might be you, then please contact any one of us: Sue Towns, Valerie 
Poxon, Gerry Larner or Sue Hibling.

Thank you!

goD in the arts He gave us eyes to see tHem

The Virgin and Child with Saints by Giovanni Martini da Udine
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In August, after a seven-year restoration project, a particular painting went 
on display for the first time in over a hundred years at The National Gallery in 
London, the work of an Italian Renaissance artist, Giovanni Martini da Udine, 
who died in 1535 - an altarpiece depicting The Virgin and Child with Saints. 
Restoring the painting was complex and demanding work for the staff had to 
remove the varnish, repaint some areas and treat the woodworm. Thanks to 
the skill of those workers, we can now see the painting in all its beauty and 
grace. On the right St George has vanquished the dragon and is turned in prayer 
to the Christ Child. On the left St James, the brother of John, has his hand on 
the shoulder of the patron. But he looks out at us and invites us into this scene 
in what is known as a sacra conversazione – a holy conversation.

On the 1st November we celebrate the great Feast of All Saints – that rich 
communion of saints like James and George, whose lives we know, and also 
the many thousands known only to God: all who have offered their lives in His 
service. Just as specialists worked for seven years to restore this painting after 
the ravages of time, so on this day we give thanks for God working in the lives 
of His saints. Men and women like us: a mixture of hopes and ideals, of frailty 
and weakness, but ready to open their lives to be raised up and restored.  These 
holy ones call us to travel in their company with our eyes set on God, who seeks 
to restore all of us to be channels of His grace. 

30th anniVersary oF the Fall oF the Berlin wall

(continued on page 15)
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30 years ago, this month, on 9th November 1989, the fall of the Berlin Wall 
began. Over two million people from East Berlin visited the West in a celebration 
described as the greatest street party in the history of the world. Not only are we 
still living with walls (between Gaza, Palestine and Israel, for example) but busy 
erecting news ones. It may be a strong human instinct to build walls to separate 
us from those whom we view as different and threatening, but that doesn’t make 
it a good one.

Paul writes of how the death of Jesus broke down the barrier between Jew 
and Gentile: His purpose was to create in Himself one new humanity out of 
the two, thus making peace, and in one body to reconcile both of them to God 
through the cross, by which He put to death their hostility (Ephesians 2:15-16). 
And Christ is still in the business of breaking down the barriers between people 
of different gender, age, race and language, to bring them together: There is 
neither Jew nor Gentile, neither slave nor free, nor is there male and female, for 
you are all one in Christ Jesus (Galatians 3:28). 

As His church, we are invited to be a community of risk-takers, i.e., those who 
trust each other, handle our weaknesses and fears, and who encourage one 
another’s strengths and gifts. 

A person who thinks only about building walls, wherever they may be, and not 
building bridges, is not Christian - Pope Francis

(continued from page 12)
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eVeryDay DisciPleshiP – sunDay to saturDay

I am going to start my discipleship story by telling you a little 
bit about me first. My name is Sue. I am married to Tony and 
we have been for 54 years. We have four children and five 
grandchildren, and we have lived in Cuckfield for about 40 
years. I did not worship at Holy Trinity when we first came to 
Cuckfield because my brother was the Vicar of St Wilfrid’s in 
Haywards Heath, so I would go there to be with him.  

Approximately 25 years ago, having raised four children, I 
decided I wanted to go back to college and obtained a Degree 
when I was in my early 50’s: on passing I applied for a position as 
a personal assistant/secretary, and was subsequently appointed 
as Bishop John Hind’s personal secretary. It was at this point I 
moved to Holy Trinity, Cuckfield in around the year 1999. Having 
been appointed as a Bishop’s secretary, I wanted to renew my 
worship commitments and take my faith more seriously and I 
felt that it was better to explore my faith in my parish church. 
My brother had moved from St Wilfrid’s and Holy Trinity was 
closer to home and for me was the way forward. 

My discipleship. When I think about my discipleship there are 
so many small things that I try to do as a Christian - to listen, 
be polite and respectful and to care for people, these are 
fundamental in my life as a disciple of Jesus Christ.  

You might be surprised to learn that many years ago I used to 
teach martial arts: I trained in Japan and used those skills to 
teach women to defend themselves in dangerous situations. I 
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am reminded of a time when I was invited to talk to a group 
of ladies from the Women’s Institute. My teaching was, by its 
nature, very physical so I was dismayed on arriving at the WI 
to be met by a group of more mature ladies, two of whom 
were in wheelchairs and were quite obviously not able to 
do anything overly physical. I had to immediately adapt my 
session. Not one to be deterred, I changed my teaching to one 
of discussing how best to defend oneself in difficult situations. 
What happened next was quite amazing: the group of ladies 
started to share stories of being assaulted on trains and while 
out and about during the war. The whole session turned into 
something far more spiritual than it had been intended to be, 
and that allowed emotions long buried to surface. It was an 
extremely enlightening, healing and fulfilling experience. God 
works in mysterious ways. 

In the context of living my faith today, I feel a major aspect of 
my discipleship has been my commitments to the Wednesday 
mid-week services in the parish. I started going to them when 
I retired from work approximately 7 years ago. At that time, 
there were only 3-4 of us that attended and by the time Michael 
joined the parish, there were only 2 of us, Mary and me!

I don’t mind admitting that I was sure when Michael joined the 
parish he would want to stop the midweek service because 
he would probably be far too busy, but to my surprise and joy 
Michael wanted to build up the service and shared his vision of a 
regular coffee and cake morning that he would like to grow into 
a village social event. I immediately took it upon myself to make 
a cake every Wednesday for the mid-week service and Michael, 
who’s a bit of a coffee snob on the quiet, declared he wanted 
proper coffee. And, from this, the mid-week communion and 
coffee morning evolved. He brought a jug coffee maker so he 
could make the coffee freshly and I brought the milk and cake. 
That was almost three years ago!  

The word got out and more people started to come, and the 
coffee morning has grown considerably. We now have a regular 
attendance of approximately 20 people to the mid-week 
communion and coffee morning, reaching 25 on occasion.  
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The Wednesday 10.30 a.m. has become an important part of 
the community: it is not just attended by people who go to 
the church, but also by people who want to pop in for coffee, 
a slice of cake and a chat. It has become a very important 
event, particularly to those of us retired and/or widowed who 
enjoy fellowship and conversation. We share stories, celebrate 
birthdays and anniversaries. Over the past three years we have 
shared great joy together, and comforted each other during 
times of loss and sadness. It has evolved into a great outreach 
weekly event in the community.

I am very pleased and proud that my mid-week help has drawn 
people quietly to faith and I find it so encouraging that in my 
own small way I have spread the good news of the love of 
Jesus Christ, just through making some cakes. You could call it 
Cakes to Faith. 

In my family life, I endeavor to spread my faith to my children 
and my grandchildren. Our youngest grandchild, Georgia, is a 
major part of our life. She is a beautiful, very bonny little girl 
who has a life-threatening condition which involves frequent 
trips to hospital and constant care. Tony and I look after her two 
days and two nights a week as my daughter is a shift worker in 
the emergency services. This has been, and still is, a joy to us 
to have such involvement in her life, but it is also accelerating 
life considerably (we’re neither of us getting any younger!). 
There are obviously tough times and it is particularly at these 
times we feel that it is our love as Christian grandparents and 
commitment to family that help us stay strong. It is our sincere 
hope that as Georgia gets older we can bring her into our 
church life and to the Christian faith.  

I hope you have enjoyed reading my story. 

Sue Hibling
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Alzheimer’s Society is proud to be the chosen charity of the 2019 Cuckfield 
Christmas Tree Festival over the week-end 6th-8th December. Alzheimer’s 
Society is the UK’s leading care and research dementia charity offering expert 
information, training, and support services to all those who need our help. 

Dementia devastates lives. There are currently over 13,700 people living with 
dementia in West Sussex and over 850,000 people living with dementia across 
the UK. By 2021, a million people will be living with the condition. But dementia 
won’t win. 

Our mission is to transform the landscape of dementia forever. We want 
everyone affected by dementia to know that, whatever you are going through, 
wherever you are, whoever you are, you can turn to Alzheimer’s Society for 
support, help and advice. 

Until we find a cure, we will strive to create a society where those affected by 
dementia are supported, accepted and able to live in their community without 
fear or prejudice. Each and every penny raised by the Christmas Tree Festival will 
make a huge difference to people living locally with dementia and their carers. 

Close to Cuckfield, The Mid Sussex Dementia Forum meets regularly at Age UK 
in Haywards Heath. The group is made up of people living well with dementia 
who share their ideas and experiences to improve local dementia services and 
change attitudes and perceptions of dementia. Working alongside Haywards 
Heath Dementia Action Alliance, The Mid Sussex Dementia Forum are the 
dementia experts working to create a dementia friendly community.

Indeed, they will be holding their annual Alzheimer’s Society Christmas Carol 
Concert in Holy Trinity Church on Friday 13th December at 3.30 p.m. - and 
everyone is invited to enjoy this unique Carol Service.

For more information regarding any of the services or the support we offer please 
call our Alzheimer’s Society Sussex Helpline on 01403 213017, email us on 
sussex.helpline@alzheimers.org.uk or visit our website www.alzheimers.org.uk



22

Alzheimer’s Society

   40th Anniversary

Alzheimer’s Society
Here for everyoneaffected by dementia

Admission: £5Children: Free

Refreshments 
& Live Music

Cuckfield Christmas Tree
Festival 2019

Holy Trinity Church, Cuckfield

Supporting
our partner

charity

If you have any questions or concerns about dementia, 
call Alzheimer’s Society Sussex Helpline on 01403 213017 

or email sussex.helpline@alzheimers.org.uk

Beautifully 

Decorated

Trees

Friday 6th December   11.30am to 7.30pm
Saturday 7th December   11.30am to 6.30pm

Sunday 8th December   11.30am to 5pm
followed by a Carol Service at 6pm



23



24

In aid of 

The Royal 
British Legion

With 

MID SUSSEX SINFONIA
& COPTHORNE

PREP SCHOOL CHOIR

Conductor ROBERT HAMMERSLEY

Sunday 10th November 2019
7.30pm Dolphin Centre, Haywards Heath

Tickets £15 (Conc. £13) available from the Dolphin Centre Box Office, 
M Kershaw - 01825 791241

Registered Charity No: 1123464
www.ardinglychoralsociety.org.uk

BUY TICKETS ONLINE
www.ardinglychoralsociety.org.uk

Remembrance
Concert
Poulenc  -  Gloria

Mozart  -  Vespers
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At our September meeting, Shirley Rawlins gave a most interesting and informative 
talk on the life of St Teresa of Avila, who has been called a Mystic and a Contemplative, 
who lived in the 16th Century. Shirley had done a lot of research for this talk and 
made an excellent presentation with the addition of slides and music.

Teresa was born in 1515 in Avila, Spain. Avila was the centre of the struggle 
between Christians and Moors and was finally won for Christianity in the 11th 
Century. Teresa was born into a wealthy family and enjoyed a very comfortable 
lifestyle. She was the only girl among nine brothers and also had an older step-
brother and step-sister by her father’s earlier marriage. Her father was of Jewish 
ancestry, and, in the days of the Spanish Inquisition and racial fanaticism of the 
day, he was required to join the Christian Church. He was a rich and respected 
man in Avila and owned a thriving business in the silk and wool trade.

Teresa’s favourite brother was Rodrigo with whom she spent much time, and 
together they got up to some extraordinary activities. As children they used to 
read the lives of the saints together. Teresa was particularly impressed by their 
martyrdom and discussed with her brother how they could become martyrs. 
When she was seven they decided to escape to the country of the Moors, 
begging along the way for food so that they might be beheaded. Their escape 
was discovered very shortly, and they were brought home and punished.

Due to her frustration at not being able to die a martyr, she persuaded her 
brother to help her to build hermitages in the garden, the reason being that she 
wanted to be alone for the sake of saying her prayers. Unfortunately, they were 
not well-built and usually fell down. She also delighted in creating monasteries, 
as if she were a nun, and would give alms; and she was always, of course, the 
prioress - showing at an early age her strong personality.

At the age of sixteen she was sent to a convent, Our Lady of Grace, as a boarder 
to receive an education. In those days the education of girls, apart from reading 
and writing, consisted of learning to become familiar with the catechism, to keep 
accounts, embroider, spin, make lace and play a musical instrument. A training, in 
fact, for marriage.
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She was desperately unhappy at the convent but stayed there for 18 months. 
There was little choice for a woman of her background, the only two being 
marriage or entering a convent. She had no enthusiasm for becoming a nun, 
yet she was afraid of marriage too. She had watched her mother being in total 
submission to her father and had seen her die after so much childbearing. She 
feared this submission without the freedom to express an opinion.

This indecision between choosing marriage or the life of a nun became 
overwhelming and eventually made her ill. She went home to her father’s house 
to recover. After much contemplation and reading of books Teresa decided the 
safest was to choose the religious life, and at the age of 21 she entered the 
Convent of the Incarnation in Avila which was of the Carmelite order. At this 
point she found great relief that the decision had been made and this filled her 
with new energy and joy. A year after she entered the convent she made her 
final profession as a nun of the Carmelite order.

As time went by, the strict rules of the founder were less observed and much 
of the contemplative spirit was lost. This did not give Teresa any sense of peace 
and again she became seriously ill. It is surmised that she had a genuine physical 
illness aggravated by the nervous tension that was part of her mental state. As 
before she returned home to recover and while convalescing she read a book by 
Francis of Osuna, a soldier as well as a mystic who wrote on the practice of prayer, 
and this became a great influence in her life. Still very ill, she wanted to return 
to the convent and was carried there on a sheet and spent many months in the 
infirmary. For eight months she was paralysed, and it was three years before she 
could move about again. Her recovery to health was accounted as miraculous.  

In 1555 a great turning point came in her life. On reading St Augustine’s 
Confessions, Teresa had a second conversion and gave herself totally to Christ. 
She had a new vision in her spiritual life and prayer. Teresa and some of the other 
nuns recognised the considerable laxity in the monastery and so she set about 
founding a house in which the primitive rule of the Order would be observed. 
In the face of fierce opposition, she persevered in her plans to create her first 
foundation. In 1562 the house of reform, St Joseph’s, was founded.

Teresa continued to receive much hostility from her order, but she persevered and 
over the next twenty years founded fifteen more houses, and in association with 
St John of the Cross at least two for the friars. The nuns of this reformed order 
were known as discalced Carmelites.  Discalced means not wearing any shoes. 
The story goes that Teresa went into the crypt of an old church and took off her 
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shoes to pray. From then on everything about her and the way of life she taught 
spoke of poverty, austerity, silence and simplicity, of solitude, prayer and love.

Teresa’s reform of the Carmelite order must be seen in the context of her times 
and in her awareness of the great evils of the church. The Protestant Reformation 
had been spreading: she was two years old when Martin Luther made his 
famous attack on indulgencies and eighteen when Henry VIII broke with Rome. 
For her the church she knew and loved was Christ and the Protestant reformers 
were destroying all this. With tears she prayed to God to remedy this great evil.

In 1577 Teresa wrote her book entitled The Interior Castle. She likens the soul to a 
castle in which there are many rooms just as in heaven there are many mansions. 
In her book she describes seven mansions in the centre and in the middle of 
them all is the chief mansion where the soul meets God. This description is used 
by Teresa to explain the soul’s progress and its transformation. She describes 
the journey through all seven mansions or rooms, but all progress through the 
other rooms comes through a life of prayer. She had by this time found a perfect 
balance between the inner and outer life. This book is the most profound of 
her works and one of the great classics of the mystical life in a period of great 
activity and stress.

Teresa also speaks of the importance of the Eucharist. It is a time when Jesus 
is accessible in the presence of the bread and wine, and it is through the Spirit 
that God lives in the very centre of our being and will work wonders of healing 
and transformation in us if we have faith in him.

For the last few years, Teresa suffered from declining health and endured great 
tiredness as she continued to visit her foundations. Travelling was hard at that 
time with rough roads and unpleasant inns and she had always found her 
journeys unglamorous and exhausting, but she did not give up. She died in 1582 
aged 65 and cared for by her devoted nuns.  

There is so much more that could be said about Teresa, a woman of great 
complexity. There is no doubt that she was a very devout and active woman 
totally devoted to her love for God and for spreading his word. She was a true 
disciple and follower of Jesus in the ways that she learned through prayer to 
express her faith in her time. Thank you Shirley for opening out the inspiring life 
of Saint Teresa of Avila for us.

Heather Hollis
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Cuckfield Museum’s Harvest Home exhibition continues with a collection of 
antique objects from the dairy, lent by Clive Hart. They include a delicate little 
beaker for drinking milk straight from the cow and a beautifully carved wooden 
butter mould. The exhibition continues till mid-December.

The Museum’s final talk for this year will be on Thursday 14th November at 2.30 
p.m. at The Queen’s Hall, West Sussex at War, 1939-45. Archivist, Matthew 
Jones, will use photographs and documents from the West Sussex Record Office 
to look at different aspects of the Second World War in Sussex: coastal defences, 
evacuation, civil defence, air raids and victory celebrations.

To book a place, please phone Mike Nicholson on 01444 457448 or 
email events@cuckfieldmuseum.org

More information from www.cuckfieldmuseum.org
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an eVening oF 
French music

saturday 9th november 2019 7.30 p.m.
st. andrew’s church, Burgess hill rh15 0lg

Duruflé - Requiem
Vierne - messe solennelle

Fauré - Cantique de Jean Racine

Jeremy Weaver (Organ)
Jack Thompson (Conductor)

Tickets: £15 and £5 (students and under 16s)
From: Sussex Chorus 01444 412579

Carousel Music 01444 417654
Burgess Hill Help Point 01444 247726

Eventbrite.co.uk
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christmas music & carols
the coach house, sheffield Park and gardens tn22 3QX

December 15th and 22nd from 6.30-8.30 p.m. (tbc)

To include
The Manchester Carols by Sasha Johnson Manning

words by Carol Ann Duffy
We are singing at the invitation of the National Trust with two opportunities to 

celebrate the Christmas season in these enchanting surroundings. 
Tickets for this event will be available from the National Trust

sussexchorus.org.uk
www.sussexchorus.org
Reg Charity No: 271678

St Peter & St James Hospice is the charity we support

haywarDs heath music society
78th International Concert season

Saturday 16th November at 7.30 p.m.
Haywards Heath Methodist Church, 28 Perrymount Road
Haywards Heath RH16 3DN

Bring together an outstanding classical guitarist with an equally celebrated 
master of his instrument, accordionist Iosif Purits, winner of 30 international 
competitions and appearances at Wigmore Hall, St John’s Smith Square, 
Moscow, Paris, etc., and you have a duo to die for! With Andrey, who has 
performed with John Williams and Julian Bream, we will be treated to a recital 
of classical and modern works from European and South American composers 
with a decidedly 2019 feel.

Tickets: £12 members, £15 non-members, with reductions for students and families
From Carousel Music HH, or on the door
Further information from Christine Colbourne: 01444-456227, or http://www.
haywardsheathmusicsociety.org.uk
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with the party season on 
the horizon, if you are in 
need of drinking glasses, 
Please look no further!

The OLD SCHOOL holds a large stock of quality wine glasses, 
tumblers, and champagne flutes all available in smart, portable 
boxes of 24 or 35 at a very modest charge. They are available for 
events at your home or other address as well as an event or party 
held in the Old School or Church.

For full details and photographs 
of the glasses please visit our 

website www.oldschoolcuckfield.co.uk
or

 visit or telephone Peter Groves 
at the Old School 01444-456900

We were overwhelmed by the response to the appeal 
for Crawley Open House. Ian Wilkins, Fundraising and 
Relationship Manager of Open House, was thrilled and 
thanks everyone for their generosity. Ian has written 
below about the Open House Crawley and its work:

Crawley Open House has been on the front line 
serving the homeless and vulnerable of Crawley and 
West Sussex for 24 years. They operate a 26 bed high 
support hostel, a busy drop-in day centre open 365 
days a year, 3 move-on houses and a community 
outreach team. They cover a huge swathe of West 
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PASTORAL HELP LINES
VISITING – TRANSPORT- SUPPORT

IF YOU NEED HELP  
PLEASE RING ONE OF  
THESE VOLUNTEERS

Kate Berry ............................................................... 455986
email - kate.hodkinson@talktalk.net

or you can email : care.holytrinity@btinternet.com
when transport is involved, a donation of  

40p per mile would be appreciated by your driver

and Mid Sussex - there is no Horsham Open House, 
Haywards Heath Open House or East Grinstead 
Open House.

Last year they managed to resettle around 60% of 
hostel residents to somewhere more appropriate 
and permanent. There were over 24,000 support 
appointments for residents, day centre users and 
those staying on the streets. No-one locally does 
more to stand alongside those who have fallen 
or are falling through the cracks in society, for 
whatever reason.

Crawley Open House is a medium-sized independent 
charity and relies heavily on the generosity of local 
Trusts, places of worship, schools, individuals and 
companies. They receive some statutory funding 
but are working hard to diversify their income 
streams so as not to be too dependent on it, in an 
uncertain political and economic climate.
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November Crossword

clues across

 1 He was replaced as king of Judah by his uncle Mattaniah (2 Kings 24:17) (10)

 7 ‘Let us fix our eyes on Jesus... who for the joy set before him — the cross’  
  (Hebrews 12:2) (7)

 8 Relieved (5) 

 10 Impetuous (Acts 19:36) (4) 

 11 Surprised and alarmed (Luke 24:37) (8) 

 13 ‘It is — for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for the rich to  
  enter the kingdom of God’ (Mark 10:25) (6) 

1 2 3 4 5

6

7 8 9

10 11

12

13 14 15

16

17 18 19

20

21 22

23
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(Answers on page 41)

 15 Directions for the conduct of a church service (6) 

 17 One of the acts of the sinful nature (Galatians 5:19) (8)

 18 and 20 Down ‘She began to wet his — with her tears. Then she wiped them  
  with her — ’ (Luke 7:38) (4,4)

 21 ‘We will all be changed, in a flash, in the twinkling of an — , — the last   
  trumpet’ (1 Corinthians 15:51–52) (3,2)

 22 ‘But he replied, “Lord, I am — — go with you to prison and to death”’ (Luke  
  22:33) (5,2)

 23 Third person of the Trinity (2 Corinthians 13:14) (4,6)

clues Down

 1 He betrayed Jesus (Matthew 27:3) (5) 

 2 Paul’s assurance to the Philippian jailer: ‘Don’t — yourself! We are all here!’  
  (Acts 16:28) (4) 

 3 ‘Fear God and keep his commandments, for this — the whole — of man’  
  (Ecclesiastes 12:13) (2,4) 

 4 The sort of giver God loves (2 Corinthians 9:7) (8) 

 5 Sun rail (anag.) (7) 

 6 Naboth, the ill-fated vineyard owner, was one (1 Kings 21:1) (10) 

 9 Paul said of young widows, ‘When their sensual desires overcome their — to  
  Christ, they want to marry’ (1 Timothy 5:11) (10) 

 12 This was how Joseph of Arimathea practised his discipleship ‘because he  
  feared the Jews’ (John 19:38) (8) 

 14 Mop ruse (anag.) (7) 

 16 Foment (Philippians 1:17) (4,2) 

 19 Where Joseph and Mary escaped to with the baby Jesus (Matthew 2:14) (5) 

 20 See 18 Across
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What’s on Around Cuckfield...

Fro
m

 t
h

e 

Registers

Friendship Club 
Ansty Village Hall

2.30 to 4pm on 1st Tuesday in month. Please come, have 
a cuppa and cake and a natter. Enquiries 413061. 

Ansty Village Hall     CARD & TABLE GAMES. The third Thursday of the 
  month at Ansty Village Hall, from 2 – 4 including tea
  and cake £2. Not a serious card school – much 
  laughter. Tel 413061

Ansty Garden
Club Wednesday 
27 November 

Barry Newnham – Show Bench
Ansty Garden Club meets in the Village Hall at 7:45pm on 
the last Wednesday of the month – with the exception 
of June when we have an outing and July when we hold 
an outdoor summer supper at another venue. A coffee 
morning and plant sale is held in June at the village hall 
and we have a varied programme of events including 
speakers on garden related topics throughout the rest 
of the year. Membership is £10 per year. Visitors are 
charged £2 per evening visit. Refreshments and raffle 
are available at each meeting. New members always 
welcome. For further information please contact 
Chairperson Derry Baillieux 01444 474660.

holy BaPtism
Alexander George CLARK
Monty James Alexander SHORT
Wilfred Alexander James ANDREWS
Emily Florence SPENDIFF

holy matrimony
Giles Oliver HARRIS & Sarah  Fiona MCNAMEE 
Thomas Llywelyn WRAITH & Joanna Elizabeth PERRY

in memoriam
Edith Hildegarde Herta BURSTOW Aged 94
Pauline ERLAM Aged 73
Brian WRIGHT Aged 85
Ronald James (Jim) CLARK Aged 79
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Regular Events

The master pages (including adverts) used to print this magazine can be viewed at www.
holytrinitycuckfield.org/directory/parish-magazine/ 

Bellringers Thursday evenings 7.45–9.15pm.

choir Choir practice Friday evenings 7.30 for 7.45-9pm. (There 
are no practices during August)
Choir Club for children and young people from age 7 - 8 
upwards. In the Old School 6.30 (doors open 6.15) - 8pm 
on Fridays. (Not during Half Term and school hols.)

holy trinity 
mens group

Wednesday 20 November – Bowling – Crawley Bowl
For more information contact Clive Simmonds 01444 
454481 or email: clivesimmonds@btinternet.com

home groups Alternate Thursday Evenings (2 groups), 8pm call 
Clive & Isobel Simmonds 01444 454481
Tuesday, 8.00pm (in term time). David and Ros 
Thunder, Wayfarers, South Street, Tel. 417103.

Prayer group Prayer Group is not meeting at present.
Tel. Pam Sagar 01444 414409 

mothers’ union Tuesday 19 November - 16 Days of Against Gender 
Violence  Ros Thunder
Saturday 30 November - Service of Light in Church 
followed by breakfast in the Old School

Please contact Ros Thunder 417103 for more details     

noVemBer crossworD answers

across: 1, Jehoiachin. 7, Endured. 8, Eased. 10, Rash. 11, Startled. 13, Easier. 
15, Rubric. 17, Impurity. 18, Feet. 21, Eye at. 22, Ready to. 23, Holy Spirit. 

Down: 1, Judas. 2, Harm. 3, Is duty. 4, Cheerful. 5, Insular. 6, Jezreelite.  
9, Dedication. 12, Secretly. 14, Supremo. 16, Stir up. 19. Egypt. 20, Hair.
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Regular Events (continued)

Items carried in the Cuckfield Parish Magazine do not necessarily represent the views of Holy 
Trinity PCC, the Vicar or the Editorial Team. The Editorial Team reserves the right to decline to 
publish any item or to amend or shorten material. For that reason we do not accept copy in PDF 
or  file formats other than Word. 
We are very pleased that the parish magazine is seen as a good vehicle for advertising by local 
traders and others but readers must accept that the Editors do not vouch for or in any way 
warrant the individuals, organisations, products or services advertised here.

cuckfield crafts 
and Vintage market
Queens hall

Next date Friday 29 November  9.30am to 1pm. 
For more details or to book a pitch contact Marie 
Dormer email: marie.c.dormer@gmail.com

cuckfield local 
market

9.30am to 12.30pm. Food Market at The Talbot, 
High Street, Cuckfield. (Monthly)

cuckfield evening 
Flower club

Friday 8 November – ‘Solo Plastic’ Jean Placket 
Venue Haywards Heath Methodist Church 7.30 for 
7.45pm

cuckfield ladies 
group

Tuesday 5 November 10.30am – Meet for coffee at 
South Downs Garden Centre, Hassocks then browse 
for Christmas ‘Goodies’. Ring Dianne or Jan for a lift.
For more details please contact Jan Bryan 414891

solo lunch The next Solo Lunch will be on Sunday November 
3rd. Tickets £6 available from the Church Office 

cuckfield 
evening wi

Tuesday 19 November – The Commonwealth War 
Graves - Ian Everest
Meetings take place at 7.30pm at the Cuckfield 
Baptist Church, Polestub Lane.
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November 2019 Calendar & Readings for Sunday Services

sunDay 3 noVemBer – all saints (4 BeFore aDVent)
 8.00am Holy Communion 
   Daniel 7: 1-3, 15-18; Ephesians 1: 11-end; 
   Luke 6: 20-31
 9.45am Family Service
 11.00am Sung Holy Communion (Traditional language) 
   Ephesians 1: 11-end; Luke 6: 20-31
 6.00pm Choral Evensong 
   Isaiah 66: 20-23; Colossians 1: 9-14

sunDay 10 noVemBer – rememBrance sunDay
 9.00am Holy Communion with Hymns 
   Job 19: 23-27a; 2 Thessalonians 2: 1-5, 13-end; 
   Luke 20: 27-38
 10.45am Service of Remembrance
 6.00pm Evening Communion

sunDay 17 noVemBer – 2 BeFore aDVent
 8.00am Holy Communion 
   As 9.45am
 9.45am Parish Eucharist 
   Malachi 4: 1-2a; 2 Thessalonians 3: 6-13; 
   Luke 21: 5-19
 4.00pm Service of Commemoration and Thanksgiving

sunDay 24 noVemBer – christ the king

 8.00am Holy Communion (Traditional Language) 
   As 9.45am
 9.45am Parish Eucharist 
   Jeremiah 23: 1-6; Colossians 1: 11-20; 
   Luke 23: 33-43
 6.00pm Sung Evensong 
   1 Samuel 8: 4-20; John 18: 33-37



Holy Trinity Cuckfield

sunDay serVices  &  maJor FestiVals
For the month

(SEE INSIDE)

weekDay serVices – normally in the laDy chaPel 

 Monday 9.00am Morning Prayer 

 Wednesday 10.30am Holy Communion followed by Coffee & Cake
  5.00pm Evening Prayer

 Thursday 9.00am Holy Communion

 Friday 11.00am Holy Communion, BCP

 Saturday 8.45am Morning Prayer

For chilDren - in the olD school – sunDays

 Noah’s Ark  ages 0 to 3
 Children’s Church  ages 3 to 10
 Xplorers action for 11 to 13 year olds.

except for 1st Sunday of each month when all join the Family Service
and during the school summer holidays.

newcomers anD Visitors are most welcome 
come anD see!  

Join us For coFFee in the olD school 
aFter 9.45 serVices 

Michael Maine, Vicar


