
Joyfully Serving Jesus



Thursday 19Th december

 6.00 p.m. The Cuckfield Nativity (with live animals)  
  – starting in church

sunday 22nd december

 8.00 a.m. Holy Communion

 9.45 a.m. Family Nativity and Carol Service

 6.00 p.m. A Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols

Tuesday 24Th december – chrisTmas eve

 2.30 & 4.00 p.m. Crib Services (Church) - 

  tickets free from church office

 4.00 p.m. Stable Service (for the very young) 
   - tickets free from church office

 11.15pm MIDNIGHT MASS

Wednesday 25Th december – chrisTmas day

 8.00 a.m. Holy Communion (BCP)

 9.45 a.m. FAMILY COMMUNION WITH CAROLS

sunday 29Th december

 8.00 a.m. Holy Communion

 9.45 p.m. Parish Eucharist (no evening service)
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december 2019

I bring you good news of great joy

My dear friends,

We are living in an increasingly divided world - one where the old certainties of 
societal life seem to be breaking down. When you receive your magazine, we 
will still be some days away from a General Election, and it promises to be one 
where the language used by many politicians will be uncompromisingly divisive 
and possibly ugly.

Much of this owes its genesis to the rise of social media, where things may 
be commented upon immediately without moderation, or the benefit of delay 
or hindsight. However, another underlying problem seems to me to be the 
disconnect in many aspects of the way we interact with others. 

The great message of Christmas is about connection - the sense that our 
humanity, and indeed the whole of creation, is as one through the indwelling of 
God’s Love. Into the fractured world and society of Roman controlled Palestine 
two thousand years ago, God’s Love was revealed within our humanity in the 
face of a baby. Born in the lowest of circumstances, Jesus Christ then spent his 
whole adult ministry teaching and revealing the availability of God’s Love within 
every human situation. He then gave himself for us to draw us to new life. No 
one is beyond the pale, because, through Jesus, ‘nothing can separate us from 
God’s Love’ (Romans 8: 38-39). 

The greatest gift we can give to heal the fractures within our society is to 
remember our connection with each other - to love our neighbour as our self 
(Mark 12: 30-31). In doing so, we are able (in the words of Aelred of Rievaulx) 
‘to join the company of angels, with pure heart and good conscience singing to 
the Lord in all that we do throughout our lives: Glory to God in the highest and 
on earth peace to all people of good will’.

A very happy and blessed Christmas and a good New Year,

Michael (Vicar)
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FrOm The vicar’s desK

Helping others I just wanted to express my sincere thanks to all who continue to 
contribute to our outreach on so many fronts. We are again seeking to support 
another refugee family moving into the area. Our experience with the first family 
has enriched the lives of all involved, and the same will, I am sure, be true in 
this case. We also continue our regular support for Family Support Work locally, 
helping families both in Cuckfield and the wider haywards Heath area. There is 
always a box in the tower for donations of dried, tinned or bottles foodstuffs. 
Please do consider contributing when you pass by. As well, we are collecting 
items for Christmas hampers for local families to make what can be a difficult 
time of year a bit more special. These items can either be left in the tower, with 
Gill in the Church Office. Alternatively, Jane (617158) is happy to collect them.

Little One’s Service For many years this has been a much-treasured HTC 
opportunity for pre-school children and their parents/carers to worship, fun 
and fellowship together once a month in church. Numbers have dropped over 
the past few years and we have now brought this service to an end. I would like 
to thank all of those who have contributed to this over the years, particularly 



5

latterly to Catherine Snashall, Alison Milford (and Fluffy!) and Nicky Lawrence, 
together with young people from Warden Park School. With changing patterns 
of modern life, we hope to find other opportunities for worship of this kind to 
take place, but thank God for all that has been achieved through this particular 
venture.

Lunchtime Recitals These will resume for the new season on Friday 3rd January 
2020 at 1.00pm when Laura Coppinger (soprano) will be performing at Holy 
Trinity. Laura has recently completed her undergraduate studies at St Hilda’s 
College, Oxford, graduating with a First-Class Honours in Music, and we are 
delighted that she is to perform in her home church. The Lunchtime Recitals 
are free, and refreshments are available from 12.30. Please do make our recital 
series as widely known as possible.

Below you will find details of much that is taking place during the Christmas 
period including our many treasured traditions.

WelcOming advenT  
Please join us on Saturday 30th November as we hold our popular short Family 
Advent Light Service at 8.30 a.m. in church, followed by a full English breakfast in 
the Old School. Tickets £5.00 adults, children free, available from the Church Office.

Advent Sunday - 1st December 
 8.00 a.m.  Holy Communion
 9.45 a.m.  Family Toy Service Please bring toys for FSW unwrapped so that 
  they can be given to children of the appropriate age.
 11.00 a.m.  Sung Holy Communion
 6.00 p.m. A Sequence of Readings and Music – From Darkness to Light

Friday 6th – Sunday 8th 
 Christmas Tree Festival – partner charity: The Alzheimer’s Society

Sunday 8th at 6.00 p.m. Carols amongst the Trees 
 Sunday 15th - Services at the normal times

Thursday 19th December
 6.00 p.m.  The Cuckfield Nativity (with live animals) – starting in church
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Sunday 22nd December
 8.00 a.m.  Holy Communion
 9.45 a.m.  Family Nativity and Carol Service
 6.00 p.m.  A Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols

Tuesday 24th December – Christmas Eve
 2.30 p.m.
 & 4.00 p.m. Crib Services (Church) - tickets free from church office  
  (Gill 01444-456461)
 4.00 p.m.  Stable Service (Old School, for the very young) -  
  tickets free from church office
 11.15 p.m.  MIDNIGHT MASS

Wednesday 25th December – Christmas Day
 8.00 a.m. Holy Communion (BCP)
 9.45 a.m. FAMILY COMMUNION WITH CAROLS

Sunday 29th December – Christmas 1
 8.00 a.m. Holy Communion
 9.45 a.m. Parish Eucharist (no evening service)

New Year’s Day (Wednesday)
 10.30 a.m. Holy Communion (all other services resume the following week)

If you are new or (re)visiting please do make yourselves known to me, any of the 
church officers or welcoming team. It is always my privilege to visit people, so 
please do contact me either through Gill in the office (01444-456461) or at the 
Vicarage (01444-454007). If you speak to me at the church door I might forget, 
so do either phone or write a note! 

Finally, may I just finish by saying that it continues to be a joy to share the 
ministry of revealing the Good News of Jesus Christ with all at Holy Trinity. It is a 
very great privilege to serve both the church and community as Vicar, and I look 
forward to 2020 with continuing joy in our shared journey. 

A very happy and blessed Christmas and New Year to all 
Michael
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epiphany

The great Festival of the Epiphany (January 6th) tends to be slightly overshadowed 
by Christmas, particularly in the West. It represents the manifestation or revealing 
of Jesus to the whole of humanity (represented in the Western Church by visit 
of the Magi).  In the Eastern Churches, Epiphany is the more important festival, 
and usually celebrates his baptism in the River Jordan. It is also known as the 
Theophany (God shining forth). In fact, these differing understandings lead us 
towards the same understanding – the desire of God to draw us to the heart of 
divine love revealed through Jesus. An Epiphany tradition in Russia (something 
in which Vladimir Putin has been known to participate) is the throwing of a cross 
into icy rivers, and its retrieval by worshippers, and a dunking to commemorate 
people’s baptisms! 

St Leo gives us his take on Epiphany from one of his sermons from the early 400s: 

After celebrating the day on which the Virgin Mary brought forth the 
Saviour of mankind, the venerable feast of the Epiphany, gives us 
continuance of joy, that the force of our exultation and the fervour of 
our faith may not grow cool.

For it concerns all humanity’s salvation, that the infancy of the Mediator 
between God and humanity was already manifested to the whole world, 
while He was still in the tiny town. For although He was born of one 
people, and one family out of that nation, yet He was unwilling that his 
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birth should be concealed within the narrow limits of his mother’s home: 
but desired to be recognized by all, seeing that he was born for all. 

To wise men, therefore, appeared a star of new splendour in the region 
of the East, which, being brighter and fairer than the other stars, might 
easily attract the eyes and minds of those that looked on it, so that 
at once that might be observed not to be meaningless, which had so 
unusual an appearance. He therefore who gave the sign, gave to the 
beholders understanding of it, and caused inquiry to be made about 
that, of which He had thus caused understanding, and after inquiry 
made, offered Himself to be found. 

Matthew’s account of the Wise men gives us an understanding that we are 
always on a journey towards the heart of the radiance of God’s Love made 
known in Jesus Christ – the fulness of life open to all. A very happy Epiphany 
you. Journey well!

Michael
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The FirsT nOWell

I sometimes watch parts of the odd act of worship from various churches 
around the world – the Riverside Church, New York is one of them (although I 
give the half hour of the carillonneur a miss, even if it is the heaviest carillon in 
the world!). It must be something to do with being a member of the clergy! A 
couple of years ago, I watched part of the Midnight Mass from St Peter’s Rome 
a few days after Christmas. Imagine my surprise when Pope Francis processed 
in as the Sistine choir burst into The First Nowell. It was sung in Italian, but the 
arrangement (complete with brass) was that by David Willcocks which appears 
in Carols for Choirs I - the first great modern collection of arrangements and 
modern carols, produced when he was the Director of Music at King’s College, 
Cambridge.  

It wasn’t until I looked it up that I realised The First Nowell was a Cornish folk 
carol collected and published by Davies Gilbert, (1767-1839), an engineer, 
author and politician. The son of the curate of the little parish of St Erth (about 
6 miles from St Ives), he was instrumental in the development of the steam 
engine, his advice sought by Richard Trevithick and Thomas Telford. He was also 
an antiquarian, writing a history of the parishes of Cornwall, and publishing a 
long medieval poem called Calvary in the Cornish language, forty years after the 
last native speaker had died. Perhaps the only black mark against this scholarly 
man was his opposition as an MP to mass education. His speech in the House of 
Commons included the following:

Instead of teaching them the virtue of subordination, it would render 
them factious and refractory, as is evident in the manufacturing 
counties; it would enable them to read seditious pamphlets, vicious 
books and publications; it would render them insolent to their superiors.
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Well, thank goodness we have moved on from that!  

Don’t let that put you against the carol. The words date from the 13th or 14th 
Century and may have originally been used in a Cornish Miracle Play. The tune 
may be even older. The word Nowell is an English version of the French word 
Noël, -Christmas - based on the Latin natalis dies Domine – birthday of the Lord. 
Anyway, a cheery tune and much-loved carol. Sing loudly!
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The parish magaZine copy date

A very happy Christmas and New Year to all our readers, subscribers and 
contributors, without whom there would be no Parish Magazine.

We shall be back after the break with the February 2020 Magazine, the copy 
date for which is no later than mOnday 6Th January

Please email contributions in WORD format (no PDFs, please) to:

duty-editor@holytrinitycuckfield.org



16

Alzheimer’s Society

   40th Anniversary

Alzheimer’s Society
Here for everyoneaffected by dementia

Admission: £5Children: Free

Refreshments 
& Live Music

Cuckfield Christmas Tree
Festival 2019

Holy Trinity Church, Cuckfield

Supporting
our partner

charity

If you have any questions or concerns about dementia, 
call Alzheimer’s Society Sussex Helpline on 01403 213017 

or email sussex.helpline@alzheimers.org.uk

Beautifully 

Decorated

Trees

Friday 6th December   11.30am to 7.30pm
Saturday 7th December   11.30am to 6.30pm

Sunday 8th December   11.30am to 5pm
followed by a Carol Service at 6pm
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OcTOber 2019 prOducTiOn:
Miniature masterpieces from Chekov and Coward

To a greater or lesser extent all comedy is the theatre of the absurd. The 
dramatist’s use of exaggeration and stereotypes provides the background for 
both the comedy and the message, as became abundantly clear in the two 
playlets staged by Cuckfield Dramatic Society this Autumn.

Anton Chekhov’s The Bear tracks the relationship between a morbidly 
grieving rich young widow and a boorish creditor of her former husband. 
Despite the discovery of her late husband’s repeated infidelities, Popova is 
determined to cut herself off from society and remain eternally faithful to 
her marriage vows, however ridiculous she appears to her loyal man servant 

Alzheimer’s Society
will be holding their annual

Christmas Carol Concert
in Holy Trinity Church

Friday 13th December at 3.30 p.m.

Everyone is invited to enjoy this unique event
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Luca. When Smirnov arrives demanding instant payment of a significant 
debt outstanding for months, which Popova is unable to meet immediately, 
he decides to stay, uninvited, until she can.

The inability of the three characters to be able to operate within each other’s 
frames of reference leads to frustration and anger, which being Chekov means 
pistols, a duel and finally sublimation into passion. Georgia Rushton-Read was 
a convincing Popova, ably supported by Simon Perkins as Smirnov, the bear, 
and Doug Webb as Luca, all suitably choreographed by the director, Hazelle 
Woodhurst.

Whilst Chekov resolves his conflict between the sexes with at least a moment 
of bliss, for Coward the answer to a dysfunctional family is total dissolution. 
Fumed Oak, one of a series of ten Coward cameos for Tonight at 8.30, portrays 
Doris Gow, a respectable must-keep-up-appearances suburban housewife 
controlling her teenage daughter, Elsie, and her widowed mother, Mrs Rockett, 
whilst effectively ignoring her husband Henry. However, Henry does have a life 
outside this claustrophobic household, which he blows apart as he walks out to 
an unknown future.

Co-directors Izi and Robin Gaff, father and daughter, were able to meld their 
cast with varying levels of acting experience into an effective ensemble. Isabel 
Galvao-King was a suitably whiny teenage daughter Elsie, whilst Lorraine Jordan 
was at the same time a caring grandmother, critical daughter and sceptical 
mother-in-law. Louise Paton was a suitably larger than life Doris Gow controlling 
the whole family until she is reduced to the same whining state as her daughter 
when powerfully called to account by her deserting husband, Henry, the little 
man with a dream, played very effectively by the experienced Vincent Whittaker.

The message of both plays is similar. Communication breaks down when 
people do not understand where the other person is coming from. However, 
the problem for both plays is that this is seen almost entirely as a Mars versus 
Venus issue, ignoring a much wider failure in society to appreciate what makes 
the other person tick. But that is all part of the stereotypy that makes these 
miniature masterpieces work.

Brian Cutler
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(continued on page 23)
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mu meeTing in OcTOber
MY OTHER LIFE by Jenny Budd

Jenny Budd has certainly had a most interesting life. She gave 
us a wonderful talk about her time as housekeeper to King 
Hussein of Jordan while he was resident in England. 

Jenny was one of 13 children brought up in Wiltshire. She 
married a policeman and they lived together in Ealing where 
she had her children. Her first job was to run a children’s 
playgroup for twelve years, following which she was invited by 
a friend to apply for the job as housekeeper for King Hussein. 
There were many applicants for the job followed by many 
interviews, but gradually the short list was whittled down 
until Jenny was the one chosen for the task. She was with King 
Hussein for fifteen years.
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The King had been educated at Harrow, followed by military 
training at Sandhurst. He was enthroned at the age of 17 on 
2nd May 1953. Hussein was married four separate times and 
fathered eleven children: Princess Alia from his first wife 
Dina; Abdullah II, Prince Faisal, Princess Aisha, and Princess 
Zein from his second British-born wife Antoinette Gardiner, 
known as Princess Muna; Princess Haya and Prince Ali from 
his third wife Alia, who was killed in a helicopter crash; and, 
finally, Prince Hamzah, Prince Hashim, Princess Iman, and 
Princess Raiyah from Lisa Halaby, known as Noor, who is now 
the Queen dowager of Jordan. He was succeeded by his eldest 
son, King Abdullah 11.

Jenny spoke of her time as housekeeper as a job she enjoyed 
very much even though, while the family were in residence, 
the pressure of work was intense. She spent many very long 
hours and had great responsibilities. All the time she was 
housekeeper she could, if required, stay at the house - but 
usually went home to Ealing so that she could escape for a few 
hours to relax and have a change of scene. On one occasion, 
because it was late and there was no traffic about, she got a 
speeding ticket. The King of course in his generosity paid it for 
her but insisted that in future a guard was to follow her home.

Jenny told us many amusing anecdotes about her time there, 
one being the fact that the King loved Bassett’s liquorice all 
sorts, but the queen wouldn’t let him have them (she preferred 
him to have dried fruit which was always available for them), 
so he asked Jenny to get some for him.

While they visited England, Jenny had to care for all their needs 
including keeping their bathroom and bedroom as they liked 
them to be arranged, which always meant a lot of washing and 
ironing and keeping their nightgowns and slippers matching 
among the other many housekeeping tasks. She would need 
to go shopping, so her many journeys took her to places like 
Harrods and Fortnum and Masons. She would be taken in a 
chauffeur-driven car and the chauffeur would carry all the 
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shopping for her. The staff at Harrods and other establishments 
would have been warned that she was coming so would be 
ready to help her with acquiring the items she needed. The 
family liked to have croissants for breakfast, so Jenny had to 
arrange for them to be collected daily.

While in residence the King had many guards to protect him 
and along with the other female servants there was a very 
large entourage. Jenny was responsible for the female servants 
and had her hands full making sure that there was not too 
much association between the guards and the girls while on 
the premises. The guards were well paid and so the girls were 
always happy to befriend them, and so it was quite a task for 
her to keep things on an even keel.

The King was visited on many occasions by members of the Royal 
Family, including the Queen, the Queen Mother, Prince Charles 
and Princess Diana. They had great times together and often 
played Trivial Pursuits on the floor on a large mat. They also had 
visits from Margaret Thatcher, Princess Margaret and Anthony 
Armstrong Jones who were all regular visitors. Prince Abdullah 
(now King Abdullah 11) often played football with the guards.

Any food that was prepared for the King was checked by the 
guards before it was allowed into the house. Security for 
the household was of utmost importance. Jenny also visited 
Jordan and stayed in the palace. She showed us the checked 
headdresses worn by Arabs when at home in Jordan. 

This was a description of that other life that not many of 
us have had the opportunity to experience but, as Jenny 
explained it, even though there were times of stress, working 
for a most wonderful family made it very worthwhile. She 
didn’t have any formal training for this work but learned as 
she went along. We were all very grateful to her for sharing 
her many years’ interesting experience with us.

Shirley Rawlins
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Cursillo??? - What is that???

Cursillo (literally meaning ‘short course’) originated in Spain in the 1940’s 
and has become a tool for spiritual renewal across continents and Christian 
denominations. Anglican Cursillo has been active in Chichester since 2000 
and plays an important part in the mission and ministry of the diocese. It is a 
movement of the church which empowers Christians to grow through prayer, 
study and action. By working together, the vision of a world transformed by the 
love of God becomes achievable, one small step at a time.

People are introduced to Cursillo by a three day residential weekend which runs 
from Thursday evening until Sunday afternoon. It embraces the good teaching 
of all the traditions in the Anglican Church and enables pilgrims to take a fresh 
look at what it means to be a follower of Jesus Christ, to experience God’s love 
in new and surprising ways, and to consider their personal vocation.

After the weekend, the Cursillo method provides a structure to support and 
encourage you throughout the rest of your Christian life, known as your Fourth 
Day. This is done mainly through meeting regularly in a small group with others 
in your locality. There are also occasional area gatherings (Ultreyas) where you 
gain inspiration from hearing the experiences of others. 

Chichester Cursillo weekends are usually held twice a year at Wychcroft Retreat 
House in Bletchingley. Last month two members of our congregation, Jo Kells and 
Kevin Sibley, attended and here is what they had to say about their experience.
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my WeeKend – by JO
A Three Day Gift

	Shared communion
	Fellowship
	Practical biblical teaching
	Definitely thinking (out of the box)
	Praise and worship

Each day filled with laughter and lovely food, decorated with a 
large sprinkling of butterflies. All securely wrapped with the red 
ribbon of God’s love.

4th Day and Onwards
Sharing my gift with others by:

	Being there
	Listening
	Encouraging 
	Leading by example

ALWAYS MOVING FORWARD IN MY FAITH!

my WeeKend – by Kevin
My weekend started with a very wet and stormy drive up to 
Wychcroft House, but thankfully I had a good navigator in Jo Kells. 
We found the house no problems and were immediately greeted by 
what seemed the entire staff. The short talks started soon after our 
arrival and the 8 pilgrims in attendance were separated into 2 smaller 
groups. Within these groups we discussed and contemplated the 
topics spoken about during the talks. Whilst there is not really a lot 
of time for yourself during the day (days start early with a morning 
Eucharist service, prior to breakfast meal - old school style - and 
then a full day of talks, meditations and activities). Discussing the 
various topics with the other pilgrims of all varying backgrounds 
and ages is a blessing in itself. There is also plenty of singing, and 
when you do find you have a few minutes to yourself, a lovely stroll 
around the grounds in the Surrey countryside, is a great place to 
spend some alone time with God in solitude. The fellowship and 
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prayers and hymn singing will only put you in the hand of God, and 
as mentioned above you will never be without a warm drink in hand, 
and an upcoming fantastic meal. You will learn and be encouraged 
how to take what is taught during the course out into the world, the 
so-called 4th day of Cursillo. I truly can’t emphasise how much these 
3 days have affected me, and now I get to look forward to meeting 
my fellow pilgrims at regular organised events (Ultreyas), as well as 
bringing what I learnt out into the world..

If you would like to find out more about Cursillo, have a word with me - or visit 
the website chichestercursillo.co.uk or anglicancursillo.co.uk     

Jane Coan

nspcc 
christmas Wreath Workshop

Cuckfield NSPCC will be holding a Christmas Wreath Workshop on
Saturday 14th December 10.00-12.30 p.m.
at The Village Hall, London Lane, Cuckfield.

£20 per person to include a demonstration, all materials for a wreath and 
refreshments. Proceeds to the NSPCC. To book a place or for further information 

please ring 01444-831602 
(places limited so don’t delay!).
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everyday discipleship – sunday TO saTurday

I’m Nicky and I live in Cuckfield with my husband and 2 children. We weren’t 
regular churchgoers when we moved here 20 years ago but after our 2 children 
were born we decided we’d like to have them baptised together at Holy Trinity 
Church. The vicar suggested that as part of our preparation we might consider 
coming to the family service. We were happy to do so as a ‘thank you’ to God 
and to the church, and we found the monthly service both enjoyable and 
manageable given the business of work and family life.

Christmas Music & Carols
The Coach House, Sheffield Park and Gardens TN22 3QX
December 15th and 22nd from 6.30-8.30 p.m. (tbc)

To include
The Manchester Carols by Sasha Johnson Manning

words by Carol Ann Duffy

We are singing at the invitation of the National Trust with two opportunities to 
celebrate the Christmas season in these enchanting surroundings. 

Tickets for this event will be available from the National Trust

sussexchorus.org.uk
www.sussexchorus.org
Reg Charity No: 271678

St Peter & St James Hospice is the charity we support
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When our son started at Holy Trinity Primary School he became aware that some 
of his friends attended Sunday School and asked if he could join them on a Sunday 
morning. His sister soon followed, and it wasn’t long before I became involved 
as a helper, initially as part of a monthly rota. This soon progressed to becoming 
group leader for the 0-3 aged group and being involved in youth work.

About 10 years ago I experienced a turning point in my life. A very close friend 
sadly developed cancer and I was able to support her and her family through 
the diagnosis, treatment and eventual bereavement. My friend had been like 
a sister to me, supporting me and picking me up, even during her terminal 
illness. She approached both life and death with such grace, determination and 
positivity and her example had a profound effect on me.

Following her passing I felt the need to restore some purpose and reason in life 
as well as comfort and reassurance for the future. In order to move forward I 
decided to become confirmed. We discussed this as a family and, although we 
had talked about all being confirmed together sometime in the future, I knew 
deep down that it was the right time for me, and so I went ahead on my own. 
Later on, when the others were ready, I was in a good position to support them.

I had always worked in the caring profession and was used to listening to people 
and sharing both joys and sorrows, but now I had a deeper sense of needing 
to reach out and share God’s love with others and encouraging others to do 
the same. I’ve had my share of obstacles to overcome and I’m aware that I 
cannot rely on my own strength and so I’ve developed a daily routine to remain 
positive and to nourish my communion with God. Being dyslexic, I avoid too 
much reading, but I start the day with a Christian phone app called Lyfe, which 
gets me off to a good start. Then, usually during the afternoon, I follow the 
Centering Prayer app which involves 20 minutes of silence. I never miss this, 
even on holiday, much to the amusement of my family, who refer to it as ‘mum’s 
zone-out time.’ 

I feel that an important part of my everyday discipleship is to be kind and caring 
and to respect others. I try to keep in contact with people, especially if they 
are going through difficult times. Even the smallest act, such as sending a text 
message, or a quick phone call, can really make a difference to someone’s life. I 
also try to keep things in perspective during challenging times and to count my 
blessings every day.
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december garden nOTes
A memorable October for the volume of rain which fell making our gardens extremely 
soggy and lawns difficult to mow. November has begun in much the same vein, 
so make the most of any dry days to rake up leaves, cut down herbaceous plants, 
weed, mulch and prune apples and pears, acers, birches and vines.

If you have a greenhouse with plants needing frost protection, check your 
heaters are working properly and gutters are not blocked. Insulate outdoor 
taps and vulnerable pipework, preferably coiling up hose pipes and tidying 
them away for the winter to avoid damage. Deciduous trees and shrubs can 
still be planted when the ground isn’t frozen, so if you plan a new hedge, a new 
border or filling in to add more colour and interest, visit a local garden centre to 
see what’s on offer. Also, if you need to move a shrub or small tree, December 
is a good month. Remember to stake newly planted trees that are prone to 
wind rock. Avoid walking on lawns on frosty mornings as it can damage the 
grass leading to brown footprint-shaped marks! Repair damaged lawn edges or 
patches with turves cut from other areas of the garden. Re-cut all lawn edges to 
save work next spring.

For veg growers, leeks, parsnips, winter cabbage, sprouts, chard and remaining 
root crops like beetroot, swede and carrots can be harvested depending on 
what selection you have grown.

Alpines such as Aubretia and Iberis can be sown from seed this month. They need 
a period of cold to break the seed dormancy. A sheet of glass can be positioned 
over the sown area to protect it from excessive wet. Alternatively, the seeds can 
be stratified in the fridge for sowing next spring. Large tubs or pots at risk from 
cracking in the frost should be covered with bubble-wrap, hessian or fleece to 
insulate them over the winter. Remove any weeds, dead leaves and stems to 
minimise botrytis in them.

When putting lawnmowers and other petrol driven machinery like hedge 
cutters away for the winter, ensure that they are clean and dry before storing. 
If you can, it’s worth draining out remaining fuel in mowers as unleaded petrol 
doesn’t keep too well and can cause problems next year when trying to start up 
machines. Clean and sharpen secateurs and loppers so when you fancy doing 
some winter pruning, they’re ready for work. Order seed catalogues if you have 
not done so already and enjoy selecting in the comfort of your home after dark !

That’s quite enough jobs for December. Happy Christmas!
Lindsay Shurvell
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The blacKcap - HoMe for CHristMas

Sussex is no place for a warbler in winter. As daylight, temperature and their 
insect food dwindles, blackcaps, whitethroats, chiffchaffs, reed, sedge and 
willow warblers all evacuate England. Each September, their fragile, feathered 
bodies fly to Spain and sub-Saharan Africa on the promise of warmth, food and, 
ultimately, life. So, finding a blackcap swinging on your birdfeeder in December 
will be as unlikely as seeing Santa at a midsummer barbeque. But at Christmas 
miracles can happen.

Blackcaps return to England in April. Cuckoos and chiffchaffs, also early migrants, 
broadcast their arrival with their monotonous two-note tune but the blackcap 
lets loose a rich, full-throated, joyous warble; a defiant announcement that he’s 
cheated death for another winter. This colourful song comes from a colourless 
bird, yet there’s something stylish and continental about the blackcap’s 
appearance. Their two-tone grey suit and black beret pulled over dark eyes 
make them look like some Parisian beatnik. You’d expect to catch one sat in a 
willow smoking Gauloises and muttering about Sartre. The female bird’s beret 
is a rich chestnut brown; hardly qualifying her to use the name blackcap at all. 

The laws of nature clearly state that all European blackcaps must migrate south 
for the winter. But in the sixties a small gang of nonconformist blackcaps in 
Germany started a revolution. They headed south-west instead of south, ending 
up in England. Mother Nature is not kind to those who disobey her rules and 
this suicide squad was surely sentenced to a frozen death in our frosty winter. 
But instead they found a new England. A land of mild winters, ornamental berry 
bushes and kind people who hung balls of fat in their gardens. They didn’t freeze 
and starve. They survived. 
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Not only that: the following spring’s short flight home to Germany meant they 
arrived ahead of their law-abiding neighbours, who were still struggling back 
from their long-haul holiday. The returning rebels were able to claim the best 
territories and produce larger families. They raised more revolutionaries who 
returned to England each winter. Now a small population of blackcaps, exotic 
apparitions of summer amongst the robins and frost, make our gardens their 
winter home. They’ll be gone again by the time ‘our’ British blackcaps return, 
exhausted and oblivious, in April. 

Animal migration is amazing. Each year across Europe millions of perilous 
journeys are undertaken as birds, bats, butterflies and other wildlife flee hostile 
conditions. Each year we have also been forced to make dangerous migrations 
to survive: the paths of refugees and migrating birds will cross as both are forced 
on journeys over the same treacherous mountains and seas. Let’s hope they all 
find someplace safe this Christmas.

Michael Blencowe of The Sussex Wildlife Trust 

With the party season on 
the horizon, if you are in 
need of drinking glasses, 
please look no further!

The OLD SCHOOL holds a large stock of quality wine glasses, 
tumblers, and champagne flutes all available in smart, portable 
boxes of 24 or 35 at a very modest charge. They are available for 
events at your home or other address as well as an event or party 
held in the Old School or Church.

For full details and photographs 
of the glasses please visit our 

website www.oldschoolcuckfield.co.uk
or

 visit or telephone Peter Groves 
at the Old School 01444-456900
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December Crossword

acrOss
 1 ‘The blind receive sight, the — walk’ (Luke 7:22) (4) 

 3 Got (Philippians 3:12) (8) 

 8 Leave out (Jeremiah 26:2) (4) 

 9 Castigated for using dishonest scales (Hosea 12:7) (8) 

 11 Weighty (1 John 5:3) (10)

 14 ‘Now the serpent was more — than any of the wild animals the Lord  
  God had made’ (Genesis 3:1) (6)

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8 9

10

11

12 13

14 15

16

17

18 19

20 21

22 23
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(Answers on page 41)

 15 ‘Those controlled by the sinful nature cannot — God’ (Romans 8:8) (6)

 17 Because Israel lacked one of these, tools had to be sharpened by the  
  Philistines (1 Samuel 13:19) (10)

 20 In his vision of the two eagles and the vine, this is how Ezekiel described  
  the latter (Ezekiel 17:8) (8)

 21 Rite (anag.) (4) 

 22 Nine gigs (anag.) (8) 

 23 ‘The eye cannot say to the — , “I don’t need you”’ (1 Corinthians 12:21) (4)

dOWn
 1 ‘Flee for your lives! Don’t — — , and don’t stop anywhere in the plain!’  
  (Genesis 19:17) (4,4)

 2 Principal thoroughfare (Numbers 20:19) (4,4) 

 4 ‘The tax collector... beat his — and said, “God have mercy on me, a  
  sinner”’ (Luke 18:13) (6) 

 5 ‘The zeal of the Lord Almighty will — this’ (2 Kings 19:31) (10) 

 6 ‘The day of the Lord is — for all nations’ (Obadiah 15) (4) 

 7 Specified day (Acts 21:26) (4) 

 10 Deadly epidemic (Deuteronomy 32:24) (10) 

 12 Roman Catholic church which has special ceremonial rights (8) 

 13 Tied up (2 Kings 7:10) (8) 

 16 In his speech to the Sanhedrin, Stephen described Moses as ‘powerful  
  in speech and — ’ (Acts 7:22) (6) 

 18 ‘Although he did not remove the high places, — heart was fully   
  committed to the Lord all his life’ (1 Kings 15:14) (4) 

 19 Tribe (Deuteronomy 29:18) (4)
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What’s on Around Cuckfield...

Fro
m

 t
h

e 

Registers

Friendship Club 
Ansty Village Hall

2.30 to 4pm on 1st Tuesday in month. Please come, 
have a cuppa and cake and a natter. Enquiries 413061. 

Ansty Village Hall CARD & TABLE GAMES. The third Thursday of the 
month at Ansty Village Hall, from 2 – 4 including tea 
and cake £2. 
Not a serious card school – much laughter. Tel 413061

Ansty Garden
Club Wednesday 
11 December

Christmas Party
Ansty Garden Club meets in the Village Hall at 7:45pm on 
the last Wednesday of the month – with the exception 
of June when we have an outing and July when we hold 
an outdoor summer supper at another venue. A coffee 
morning and plant sale is held in June at the village hall 
and we have a varied programme of events including 
speakers on garden related topics throughout the rest 
of the year. Membership is £10 per year. Visitors are 
charged £2 per evening visit. Refreshments and raffle 
are available at each meeting. New members always 
welcome. For further information please contact 
Chairperson Derry Baillieux 01444 474660.

hOly bapTism
Henry Lewis IBBOTSON
Elliot Thomas CHEW
Camilla Maeve FELTHAM
Florence Audrey Mahoney APOSTOLIDES

hOly maTrimOny
Anthony Martin SAMPHER & Louise MAY

in memOriam
Margaret (Peggy) Ellen NORRIS Aged 91
Peter Arthur HENLEY Aged 73
Patricia Margaret Anne GARMAN Aged 77
Patricia (Pat) Ann CONGRAVE Aged 91
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Regular Events
bellringers Thursday evenings 7.45–9.15pm.

choir Choir practice Friday evenings 7.30 for 7.45-9pm. (There 
are no practices during August)
Choir Club for children and young people from age 7 - 8 
upwards. In the Old School 6.30 (doors open 6.15) - 8pm 
on Fridays. (Not during Half Term and school hols.)

holy Trinity 
mens group

No details available
For more information contact Clive Simmonds 01444 
454481 or email: clivesimmonds@btinternet.com

home groups Alternate Thursday Evenings (2 groups), 8pm call Clive & 
Isobel Simmonds 01444 454481
Tuesday, 8.00pm (in term time). David and Ros Thunder, 
Wayfarers, South Street, Tel. 417103.

prayer group Prayer Group is not meeting at present.          
Tel. Pam Sagar 01444 414409 

mothers’ union Tuesday 10 December 12noon Christmas Lunch
Tuesday 14 January - TBA
Please contact Ros Thunder 417103 for more details     

december crOssWOrd ansWers
ACROSS: 1, Lame. 3, Obtained. 8, Omit. 9, Merchant. 11, Burdensome. 14, 
Crafty. 15, Please. 17, Blacksmith. 20, Splendid. 21, Tier. 22, Singeing. 23, Hand. 

DOWN: 1, Look back. 2, Main road. 4, Breast. 5, Accomplish. 6, Near. 7, Date. 
10, Pestilence. 12, Basilica. 13, Tethered. 16, Action. 18, Asa’s. 19, Clan.

The master pages (including adverts) used to print this magazine can be viewed at www.
holytrinitycuckfield.org/directory/parish-magazine/ 
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Regular Events (continued)
cuckfield crafts and 
vintage market
Queens hall

Dates for next year not announced yet.
For more details or to book a pitch contact Marie 
Dormer email: marie.c.dormer@gmail.com

cuckfield local 
market

9.30am to 12.30pm. Food Market at The Talbot, 
High Street, Cuckfield. (Monthly)

cuckfield evening 
Flower club

Friday 13 December Gill Homer ‘Christmas Sparkle’
No meeting in January
Venue Haywards Heath Methodist Church 7.30 for 7.45pm

cuckfield ladies 
group

Tuesday 3rd December 12.30pm Christmas Lunch at 
Eight Bells, Bolney (names and cheques to Diane in 
advance please)
Tuesday 7th January 10.30am Coffee morning at 
Evonne Gubbin’s
For more details please contact Jan Bryan 414891

solo lunch The next Solo Lunch will be on Sunday December 
1st Tickets £6 available from the Church Office 
January’s Lunch will be on Sunday 12th 

cuckfield 
evening Wi

Tuesday 17 December – Christmas party with 
Magician Roy Plumridge
Tuesday 21 January – Amanda Grainger “Wellbeing” 
with you in mind
Meetings take place at 7.30pm at the Cuckfield 
Baptist Church, Polestub Lane.

Items carried in the Cuckfield Parish Magazine do not necessarily represent the views of Holy 
Trinity PCC, the Vicar or the Editorial Team. The Editorial Team reserves the right to decline to 
publish any item or to amend or shorten material. For that reason we do not accept copy in PDF 
or  file formats other than Word. 
We are very pleased that the parish magazine is seen as a good vehicle for advertising by local 
traders and others but readers must accept that the Editors do not vouch for or in any way 
warrant the individuals, organisations, products or services advertised here.
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Directory
Church Office The Old School, Church Street,

Cuckfield, West Sussex RH17 5JZ
Normally open Monday – Friday 
mornings

456461

Church Website www.holytrinitycuckfield.org
Church Email htcuckfield.churchoffice@talktalk.net
Vicar Rev’d  Michael Maine 454007
Church Wardens Kate Berry

Brian Cutler
455986
412790

Reader Clive Simmonds 07793420399
Honorary Secretary David Thunder 417103
Honorary Treasurer Orlando Milford 453457
Planned Giving Secretary Gerry Larner 412716
Electoral Roll Officer David Thunder 417103
Safeguarding Coordinator Rod Montague 410453
Sunday’s Cool Hilary Turner-King 400087
Organist & Choir Director Richard Jenkinson 882398
Choir Secretary Eileen Macdougall 451815
Music Group Secretary Michele Branscombe 415802
Bellringers Secretary Vacancy
Pastoral Care Kate Berry 455986
Chichester Cathedral Link David Thunder 417103
Mothers’ Union Ros Thunder 417103
Church Inspecting Architect Jonathan Cerowski 01342410242
The Friends of Holy Trinity Paul Goldfinch 882649
Church Office Secretary Gill Squires 456461
The Old School Manager Peter Groves 456900
Parish Magazine Editor duty-editor@holytrinitycuckfield.org
Magazine Advertising Paul Goldfinch 882649
Website Administrator Brian Cutler 412790



Holy Trinity Cuckfield

sunday services  &  maJOr FesTivals
FOr The mOnTh

(SEE INSIDE)

WeeKday services – nOrmally in The lady chapel 

 Monday 9.00am Morning Prayer 

 Wednesday 10.30am Holy Communion followed by Coffee & Cake
  5.00pm Evening Prayer

 Thursday 9.00am Holy Communion

 Friday 11.00am Holy Communion, BCP

 Saturday 8.45am Morning Prayer

FOr children - in The Old schOOl – sundays

 Noah’s Ark  ages 0 to 3
 Children’s Church  ages 3 to 10
 Xplorers action for 11 to 13 year olds.

except for 1st Sunday of each month when all join the Family Service
and during the school summer holidays.

neWcOmers and visiTOrs are mOsT WelcOme 
cOme and see!  

JOin us FOr cOFFee in The Old schOOl 
aFTer 9.45 services 

Michael Maine, Vicar


