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My dear friends, 

As I write, the sun is shining, and I have just returned from a walk where I observed nature springing to life. 
Wild violets, celandines and the first bluebells were all in flower. The walk was solitary and rather chilly,  but 
beautiful. I am sure that each of us will be finding new experiences in these days and weeks of confinement. 
Some will be lovely, some perhaps not so. However, in each we find something of the inner workings of our 
true selves when usually we are so busy rushing around that we can seldom explore just ‘being.’  

However, I do hope that people are finding opportunities to worship God regularly. Let’s all try to pray togeth-
er in spirit at the time of our main acts of worship. I shall celebrate Holy Communion at 9.45 on Sunday as usu-
al, and do, if you can, use the Spiritual Communion on the website. We are going to use Zoom for the 9.45   
and you will find details how to access this on the church website. There is the ability for one hundred devices 
to join in viewing. We are certainly learning about technology very quickly! As I said last week, it is important 
that we continue pray for each other, the Church and the world.  

In the Gospel account this week we hear of the wonder of the true life found in Jesus Christ. We are shown 
the empathy of the Lord, who is with us in every situation. Lazarus is given new life - a sign to his beloved sis-
ters, Martha and Mary, that there is no end to the true life we find in the one who is the Resurrection and the 
Life - Jesus Christ. As we enter Passiontide, let us seek to deepen the knowledge of this grace beyond measure 
- the eternal treasure from which not even death can separate us from.  

Words of the Venerable Bede: Christ is the morning star who, when the night of this world is past brings to 
his saints the promise of the life and opens everlasting day.  

The wonderful news is that each one of us is called to know that we are his saints. 
 

With my love and prayers for you all, 

 

Michael (Vicar) 
 

A Prayer for this time of pandemic: 

O Great Love, we thank you for living and loving in us and through us.                                                                    
May all that we do flow from the knowledge of our deep connection                                                                                                
with you and all creation. Help us become a community                                                                                             
that shares each other’s burdens and reveals the wonder of your glory.                                                                                                                                                          
Listen to our hearts’ longings for the healing of our world                                                                                 
knowing that you hear more clearly than we can speak;                                                                                                        
we offer this prayer through Jesus Christ, your Son, Our Lord. Amen. 

The Collect for Lent V—Passion Sunday 

Most merciful God,                                                                                                                  
who by the death and resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ                                                                     
delivered and saved the world;                                                                                   
Grant that by him who suffered on the cross                                                                   
we may triumph in the power of his victory;                                                                    
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,                                                                               
who is alive and reigns with you,                                                                                                                                                                  
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,                                                                                                                                       
one God, now and for ever. Amen  

The face of Christ from ‘The Raising of Lazarus’ 

Chichester Cathedral - circa 1100 



John 11: 21Martha said to Jesus, ‘Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died. 22 But even now I know 

that God will give you whatever you ask of him.’ 23 Jesus said to her, ‘Your brother will rise again.’ 24 Martha said to him, 

‘I know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last day.’ 25 Jesus said to her, ‘I am the resurrection and the life. 

Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live, 26 and everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. Do 

you believe this?’ 27 She said to him, ‘Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the Messiah,[g] the Son of God, the one coming into 

the world.’ 
28 When she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary, and told her privately, ‘The Teacher is here and is 

calling for you.’ 29 And when she heard it, she got up quickly and went to him. 30 Now Jesus had not yet come to the vil-

lage, but was still at the place where Martha had met him. 31 The Jews who were with her in the house, consoling her, 

saw Mary get up quickly and go out. They followed her because they thought that she was going to the tomb to weep 

there. 32 When Mary came where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to him, ‘Lord, if you had been 

here, my brother would not have died.’ 33 When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who came with her also weeping, 

he was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply moved. 34 He said, ‘Where have you laid him?’ They said to him, ‘Lord, come 

and see.’ 35 Jesus began to weep. 36 So the Jews said, ‘See how he loved him!’ 37 But some of them said, ‘Could not he who 

opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this man from dying?’ 
38 Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was lying against it. 39 Jesus said, ‘Take 

away the stone.’ Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, ‘Lord, already there is a stench because he has been 

dead for four days.’ 40 Jesus said to her, ‘Did I not tell you that if you believed, you would see the glory of God?’ 41 So 

they took away the stone. And Jesus looked upwards and said, ‘Father, I thank you for having heard me. 42 I knew that 

you always hear me, but I have said this for the sake of the crowd standing here, so that they may believe that you sent 

me.’ 43 When he had said this, he cried with a loud voice, ‘Lazarus, come out!’ 44 The dead man came out, his hands and 

feet bound with strips of cloth, and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, ‘Unbind him, and let him go.’ 
45 Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what Jesus did, believed in him.  

A thought 
This week we have a long Gospel reading again, but what a reading! Do read the whole passage if you can 
(John 11: 1-45). I don’t know about you, but I have found myself really being led on a journey with the se-
quence of Sunday Gospel readings this Lent. They are all from John, and in a sense, today’s forms a climax to 
the various ways in which God can break into our lives through Faith in Jesus Christ. Nicodemus the Pharisee, 
groping his way to understanding what this faith will look like; the Woman at the well who proclaims the Mes-
siah whilst still questioning -  yet knowing in her heart that nothing can ever be the same again; last week the 
healing of the blind man, when Jesus breaks into the spiritual blindness of people open to the work of the Holy 
Spirit within their lives. Today, we have one of the most moving of John’s accounts, which reveals that even 
those who mourn, together with all who ‘sit in the shadow of death,’ are to know that in Christ, all are made 
alive. Jesus weeps at the tomb of Lazarus and reveals the wonderful knowledge that we are never alone, even  
when we cross the portal between life and death. John is writing his Gospel in the light of the Resurrection life 
we are all called to. On Good Friday we traditionally read the whole of the Passion according to John, a remind-
er that everything we have explored in these reading can only be fully understood through the Passion, Death 
and Resurrection of Jesus. In him is found the fulness of life - life without end -  true life, enfolded within the 
Love of God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

Jesus said to Martha, ‘I am the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even though they die,     
will live, and everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. 
 

 

 
 

 

Lord Jesus Christ,                                                                                                                                                                                    
You have taught us that what we do for the least of our brothers and sisters                                                                                               
we do also for you: Give us the will to be the servant of others                                                                                                         
as you were the servant of all, and gave your life and died for us,                                                                                                           
but are alive and reign, now and for ever. Amen 

Please remember those for whom we pray:  

Immediate Need: Archdeacon Fiona, Janet Card, Susan Arnaouti, Ken Taylor, Robert Norris, Jocelyn Bentley, Rev. Sandra 
Hall,   Mark Parker, David Davidson, Eileen Knight 

Long Term Need: Young Georgia, Young Joshua, Julia Settle, Young Reggie, Ros Ayling, Wendy, Ann Went, Vi Muddle, Jean 
Simmons, Dave Cox, Jenny, Julie Sadler, Becky Parker, George Snashall, Tony Burbidge, Christopher, Jenny,  Jane Terry, Marjorie 
Chilton, Anne Norris, Alan Prebble, Stephanie Gilpin, Marilyn Archbold, Jill Rockey 

Please remember the recently departed and their families: Joan Gaston, William Christmas 

In our Book of Remembrance this week we remember: 30th Kathleen Turner, Ken Sutton, Stanley Norman Hallett, 
Mary Williams, Vera Platt, David Bedding, 31st Iris Buttery, Jack Coomber, Joshua George Morgan, Peter Burgess, 1st Kit 
Beattie, Veronica Mayo, Carol Brown, Molly Lawrence, 2nd William Moore, 3rd Robert Graham Bryson, Bruce Spencer, 
Bernard (Bunny) Watts, Arthur Goad, 4th Mark Danton, Shirley Milham  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+11&version=NRSVA#fen-NRSVA-26540g

