HOLY TRINITY
CUCKFIELD
Joyfully serving Jesus
Weekly devotions, prayers and news
The Third Sunday after Trinity
28th June 2020
My dear friends,
We certainly seem to be moving forward in terms of the lessening of lockdown, although further questions are raised in consequence, particularly in regard to gathering. As yet, the Church of England hasn’t produced guidance covering church services, although it seems to be the case that only 30 people may worship together, socially distanced, without singing. You won’t need me to tell you that this profoundly affects the fundamental nature of the way in which the
Church has worshipped through the ages.
It must be said that once the ‘streaming’ technology is installed in the church (hopefully starting next week), it will
take a while to decide how we proceed with our worship beyond the current pattern online. However, this is a
wonderful challenge to consider how we use these new and extra tools for the mission of the Church in order to
build up the Kingdom life beyond the walls of Holy Trinity. We should see these challenges as new gifts of opportunity to joyfully serve Jesus and to make his name more widely known.
I hope to say Morning Prayer in Holy Trinity on Saturday 4th July at 9.00am to mark the recommencement of public worship. If anyone wishes to join me, it would be best to download the Common Worship ‘Daily Prayer’ app on
a smartphone or iPad rather than use books. Subscription is £2.99 per annum, so not too extortionate! This will be
confirmed in next week’s news letter.
Before the pandemic, we were due to have a lovely concert on 4th July by the Kingfisher Chorale—an excellent
and highly regarded choir from Leicester. I do hope that once the virus is better understood, then music will again
resound within our church walls and that we will raise our voices and join our praise so that, in the words of the
psalmist we know that we are called thus, to Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth; break forth into joyous song and sing praises. Sing praises to the Lord with the lyre, with the lyre and the sound of melody. With
trumpets and the sound of the horn make a joyful noise before the King, the Lord. (Psalm 98: 4-6).
I can’t wait!
Please check the church website for details of services, etc:
With love and best wishes,
www.holytrinitycuckfield.org
Michael (Vicar)

TRINITY 3 (28th June 2020):
9.45 - The Parish Family Eucharist CW Proper 8
Services during the week:
Wednesday: 10.30 Holy Communion (Common Worship) Readings: Amos 5: 14-15, 21-24, Matthew 8: 28-end.
Thursday: 9.00am Holy Communion (Iona/Celtic) Readings: Amos 7: 10-end Matthew 9: 1-8
Friday: 11.00am Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer) Readings: St Thomas the Apostle (see Dec 21st)

Next Sunday: TRINITY 4 (5th July)
9.45 The Parish Family Eucharist CW Proper 9
6.00 Choral Evensong - Preacher: Kevin Carey

All services live on Zoom: Click on the link on the front page of the church website before
The Collect for Trinity 2
God, our Saviour,
look on this wounded world
in pity and power;
hold fast to your promises of peace
won for us by your Son,
our Saviour Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

A prayer for this time of anxiety:
God of all compassion, your love never fails.
Help us to listen to the tranquillity
of your presence within our lives,
so that we may grow in the knowledge
that your Son, Jesus Christ, walks beside us,
and your Holy Spirit comforts us
at the heart of our being;
for you are One God,
world without end. Amen

Jeremiah 28: 5-9
Then the prophet Jeremiah spoke to the prophet Hananiah in the presence of the priests and all the people who were standing
in the house of the Lord; and the prophet Jeremiah said, ‘Amen! May the Lord do so; may the Lord fulfil the words that you
have prophesied, and bring back to this place from Babylon the vessels of the house of the Lord, and all the exiles. But listen
now to this word that I speak in your hearing and in the hearing of all the people. The prophets who preceded you and me
from ancient times prophesied war, famine, and pestilence against many countries and great kingdoms. As for the prophet who
prophesies peace, when the word of that prophet comes true, then it will be known that the Lord has truly sent the prophet.’
Romans 6: 12-end
Therefore, do not let sin exercise dominion in your mortal bodies, to make you obey their passions. No longer present your
members to sin as instruments of wickedness, but present yourselves to God as those who have been brought from death to
life, and present your members to God as instruments of righteousness. For sin will have no dominion over you, since you are
not under law but under grace. What then? Should we sin because we are not under law but under grace? By no means! Do
you not know that if you present yourselves to anyone as obedient slaves, you are slaves of the one whom you obey, either of
sin, which leads to death, or of obedience, which leads to righteousness? But thanks be to God that you, having once been
slaves of sin, have become obedient from the heart to the form of teaching to which you were entrusted, and that you, having
been set free from sin, have become slaves of righteousness. I am speaking in human terms because of your natural limitations.
For just as you once presented your members as slaves to impurity and to greater and greater iniquity, so now present your
members as slaves to righteousness for sanctification. When you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to righteousness.
So what advantage did you then get from the things of which you now are ashamed? The end of those things is death. But now
that you have been freed from sin and enslaved to God, the advantage you get is sanctification. The end is eternal life. For the
wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.
Matthew 10: 40-end
Jesus said, ‘Whoever welcomes you welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me welcomes the one who sent me. Whoever
welcomes a prophet in the name of a prophet will receive a prophet’s reward; and whoever welcomes a righteous person in
the name of a righteous person will receive the reward of the righteous; and whoever gives even a cup of cold water to one of
these little ones in the name of a disciple—truly I tell you, none of these will lose their reward.’

A thought

When we read Paul, we must remember that he, like us, never met Jesus in the flesh – at least, not until his final journey. In
fact he makes a point of telling his readers this – it is almost like a boast to him. His faith and life are not based on personal
knowledge of the Lord through physical contact. Rather his whole being is filled with the present reality of the risen Jesus, living in and through him. Paul knows that his encountering Jesus within his own life has revealed the fulness of life open to him.
Remember those words from Galatians (and many will know that this and the further passage is a favourite of mine), ‘It is no
longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me.’ (Gal 2: 20), he understands that knowing Jesus in the present reality - the here-andnow - is the call of all Christians. Paul also understands and explains that although this is a wondrous gift, it doesn’t mean that
everything will be plain sailing in life itself. Indeed, Paul has a head start on us, with beatings, arrest, imprisonment, persecution
and shipwreck to name a few! He also knows that temptations come anyone’s way, and this is why he uses the symbolism of
baptism in his Letter to the Romans—this is a continuation of last week’s reading. The ‘passing through the waters’ links each
one of us to two understandings – first the imagery of passing from slavery to sin to freedom in Christ (bound up in the Exodus experience of the Children of Israel), and from death to resurrection. We are called to reveal new life through our baptism. Now this might seem rather daunting. I spoke of proclamation last week as a primary element of our baptismal lives.
Don’t be dismayed – this is as much about ‘being’ as ‘doing’ for many Christians. The other important thing to remember is
that we are all part of the Body of Christ. This is fundamental to understanding
Paul’s concept of living in and through Christ. We each bring our failings as well as
our gifts to the Body of Christ, and it is fine for failure and success to go hand in
hand, just as the water of baptism leads us from slavery of ‘self’ to freedom in
Christ, from death to resurrection in the Lord. We are called to encourage and support each other as members of the Body of Christ. Ultimately, Paul calls us to believe that we bear the gift of the life of Christ in ourselves; God’s greatest treasure –
one we are then to share in abundance with all we meet.
In the ancient icon to the right, we see Jesus with the woman at the well in Samaria.
Note the shape of the well (the ancient shape of early fonts)! True life is offered
the one who is the
O God, whose beauty is beyond our understanding from
well-spring
of life itself,
and whose power we cannot comprehend;
brought
about
through
allow us your glory as far as we can grasp it,
self-giving
love.
and shield us from knowing more than we can bear

until we look upon you without fear;
through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen

Copyrights used by permission of CCL. Licence holder number 5850

Please remember those for whom we pray:
Immediate Need: Ken Taylor, Rev. Sandra Hall, Mark Parker, Eileen Knight, Hannah, Mary Todd, Audrey Ryder, Olive
Page, George Snashall, Carla Spear, Gracie & Lucy Neiff, Leonard Robinson,
Long Term Need: Young Georgia, Young Joshua, Julia Settle, Young Reggie, Ros Ayling, Wendy, Ann Went, Jean Simmons, Dave
Cox, Jenny, Julie Sadler, Becky Parker, Tony Burbidge, Christopher, Jenny, Jane Terry, Marjorie Chilton, Anne Norris, Alan Prebble,
Stephanie Gilpin, Marilyn Archbold, Jill Rockey, Janet Card, Jocelyn Bentley, Yvonne Godsmark, Michael Hilton

Please remember the recently departed and their families: Niamh
In our Book of Remembrance this week we remember: 28th Angela Titheradge, Robert Mumbray, 29th Norah
Cooper, 30th Joyce Forest, Frances Carter, Leslie Bousell, Evelyn Phodes, 1st Anna Titlow, Florence Parker, Raymond Smith, 2nd Sherrie Willard, Anthony Bray, 3rd Luke Morris, Peter Marshall, 4th Walter Horn, Kathleen
James, Jose Brown

