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Holy Trinity Cuckfield 

Parochial Church Council 
UK Registered Charity No. 1131432 

 

Minutes of the  

Annual Meeting of Parishioners 

& 

Annual Parochial Church Meeting for the Year Ended 31st December 2018 

 

11.30 a.m., Sunday, 28th April 2019, in The Old School, Cuckfield 
 

1. The Meetings opened with prayers by the Chairman, the Revd Michael Maine.  

 

2. Attendance: for the AMP was 47 parishioners and for the APCM 47 Church members.  

 

3. Apologies: were received from Kate and Jonathan Berry, Heather Hollis, David and Patricia Jamieson, Jim 

and Eileen Knight, Kevin Sibley, Catherine and William Snashall. 

 

4. Minutes: of the Meetings, held on 22nd April 2018, were approved and signed by the Chairman. 

 

Annual Meeting of Parishioners for the Election of Churchwardens: 

 

5. Nominations had been received in respect of Kate Berry and Brian Cutler who were unanimously re-

elected to acclaim - and with the Chairman’s vote of thanks for their service over 2018. Brian Cutler 

advised the APCM this would be their last year, as he and Kate would both have served their allowed six 

years’ service by April 2020.  

 

Annual Parochial Church Meeting: 

 

Annual Report & Financial Statements for the Year Ending 31st December 2018 

6. The Chairman introduced and gave an overview of the Annual Report: he drew particular satisfaction that 

so many wanted to attend and take part in the range of services offered as reflected once again in the 

general increase in overall attendance numbers;   

 

Orlando Milford commented on the finances of the PCC. The headline expenditure for 2018 for all the 

activities that come under the PCC’s responsibility was £251,453, an increase over the previous year’s total 

of £212,877: this was due to the costs of the south porch refurbishment, roof repairs, and an increase in 

Mission Giving;  

 

Total income at £266, 918, compared to £281,555 the previous year, fell for mainly technical reasons (the 

final £25,000 paying-down of debt from the re-ordering being shown as income in the previous year): 

renewed stewardship had shown a healthy increase over the year; and some VAT recoveries and donations 

were yet to be received. The PCC was alert however to the major work coming up on lighting, the roof, 

and stonework repairs, for which grants were nonetheless being sought;  

 

Orlando Milford proposed, David Thunder seconded, passed nem con., a vote of thanks to Zoë Richings, 

Church Accountant, for her excellent work over the year, also echoed by the Independent Examiner; 

 

The Report & Accounts 2018 were received, nem con., proposed Orlando Milford, seconded Eileen 

MacDougall. 

 

Appointment of the Independent Examiner for the Year Ended 31st December 2019 

7. Orlando Milford had no hesitation in proposing the reappointment of Steve Brentnall for 2019, seconded 

David Thunder, motion carried nem con. 

 

Churchwardens’ Fabric Report 

8. Brian Cutler highlighted the lead theft from the north and south porches, the costs of replacement of which 

had been covered by insurance; tile slippages on the roof had been dealt with; the south porch had been 

refurbished under faculty at a cost of some £14.5k, and recovery of VAT together with committed 

donations from the Friends and the Kempe Society were expected; the vestry steps had been refurbished, 

also under faculty, and handrail and lighting improvements provided; a Royal British Legion banner at the 

back of the church had finally been moved (recommended in the Quinquennial Inspection of five years ago), 

where it had been a fire hazard adjacent to the projector. 
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To a round of acclaim, Brian thanked Nick Rowe for his 27 years’ service as church architect; and referred 

to the appointment in succession of Jonathan Cerowski (Cowan Associates, East Grinstead, and a member 

of the Diocesan Advisory Committee). Jonathan’s Quinquennial Inspection report had been received just 

the previous evening; 

 

Over the year ahead, it was intended to attend to the external stonework (mainly of the tower) with help 

from the Friends, other grants and donations; and to attend to the refurbishment of the internal nave 

lighting, for which a measure of grant had been promised by the Kleinwort Trust;  

 

The roof required removal of all the Horsham stone, waterproofing, replacement of battens and felt, before 

re-laying the stone, and the costs of this would be in excess of £1m: a large effort would be required to 

fund this, and would need to include appeal to the National Lottery Heritage Fund; an Open Meeting would 

be held in Church on the evening of June 13th to explain and explore the challenge and the options, to 

which all were invited. 

 

Churchwardens’ Report on Inventory Changes 

9. The candle stand and icon, funded by generous donations, added to the church over the year had been 

much used and appreciated; two chalices, a ciborium and paten had been cleaned, repaired and refurbished 

as appropriate, the large chalice having been identified by the restorer as a fine example, most likely of 

Bodley design as part of the 19th Century re-ordering. 

 

Report of the Electoral Roll Officer 

10. The retiring Electoral Roll Officer, Sam Lawrence, reported a net figure of 248, down as expected on the 

previous year from 339 following the six-yearly renewal. The Chairman thanked Sam for his hard work and 

service. 

 

Appointment of Sidespersons 

11. The Sidespersons’ Co-ordinator, Jill Brotherton, reported a win-win: there had been no retirements and 

two gains, Kevin Sibley for the 9.45 a.m. service, and Rosemary Foster, aided by daughter Christina, for the 

Family Service. This made a total of 36 sides persons [copy attached]; 

 

The Sidespersons were duly elected, nem con, on a motion from Jill Brotherton and Georgina Morgan. 

 

Report on Safeguarding 

12. The Parish Safeguarding Officer, Rod Montague, reported that the Safeguarding Policy had had its annual 

review by the PCC, a copy filed with the Diocese, a copy was available should anyone wish to read it, a 

permanent copy of the current Policy is always displayed in the Church Porch, and will be updated for 2019 

by the new PCC; 

 

The revisions in policy, practices and processes required by the Diocese as part of its Simple Quality 

approach had been completed to stage one, and would be inspected and tested at Deanery level by the 

Diocese in September; 

 

The 60-70 live DBS clearances in the parish were testimony to the scale of volunteering in the parish; 

the Chairman expressed his deep thanks for the support and effectiveness of safeguarding as practised in 

the parish thanks to Rod’s dedicated work with the assistance of Robyn Brotherton, his deputy. 

 

Report on the Cuckfield Deanery Synod 

13. Isobel Simmonds drew attention to the wide range of speakers, the interesting topics and reminded 

everyone that meetings were open to all. 

 

Elections of Lay Members to the Parochial Church Council 

14. The Chairman thanked the third of members retiring by rotation (Jill Brotherton, John Maher, Philip 

Richings, and Alyona Smith), and thanked Valerie Poxon for her years’ service following her retirement 

from Deanery Synod. Four nominations had been received and seconded in respect of the four three-year 

vacancies (Jane Coan, Mark Parker, Nick Rowe, Kevin Sibley); one (Paul Goldfinch) in respect of the three 

two-year vacancies carried forward from last year; and one (Jill Brotherton) in respect of the one-year 

Deanery Synod vacancy. All were elected nem con., proposed David Thunder, seconded Clive Simmonds.  

 

The remaining two two-year casual vacancies would now fall to the PCC to fill by election. 
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Results of Elections 

15. The full results [with Lay Members’ year of retirement shown in brackets] are in the table below: 

 

Clergy: Revd Michael Maine Lay PCC: Jonathan Berry (2020) 

Churchwardens: Kate Berry (2020)  Jim Knight (2020) 

 Brian Cutler (2020)  David Thunder (2020) 

Reader: Clive Simmonds  Hilary Turner-King (2020) 

Deanery Synod: Jill Brotherton (2020)  Paul Goldfinch (2021)  

 Eileen Knight (2020)  Orlando Milford (2021) 

 Rod Montague (2020)  Vacancy (2021) 

 Isobel Simmonds (2020)  Vacancy (2021) 

   Jane Coan (2022) 

   Mark Parker (2022) 

   Nick Rowe (2022) 

   Kevin Sibley (2022) 

  

Votes of Thanks 

16. Paul Goldfinch moved a particular vote of thanks to those who cleaned the church so tirelessly every 

Monday morning (Pam McCormick, Val Diprose, Jan Philipson), seconded The Chairman, passed with 

acclaim; 

 

The Chairman commented how truly blessed he felt to be part of this very busy parish, as evidenced by 

the morning’s reports, and he extended warm votes of thanks to the many who helped to make this 

possible, in particular, at this meeting, his Churchwardens, the PCC Secretary and Treasurer, Clive 

Simmonds, Fr Stephen Terry, and the very many other office holders - all of whom make the parish function; 

 

He asked for a particular vote of thanks to be recorded to Gill Squires in the Parish Office, without whose 

commitment and efficiency he would not be able to function, proposed Fr Stephen Terry, seconded Clive 

Simmonds, passed nem con; 

 

Brian Cutler, responding to the Chairman, said his thanks had necessarily omitted one important person, 

namely the Vicar himself, without whose leadership, love and guidance none of the rest would be facilitated, 

and he commented on the sense of joy everyone had working in and for the parish as result. Brian’s 

comments were enthusiastically acclaimed in thanks for Fr Michael’s ministry among us. 

 

Date of the 2020 Annual Meetings  

17. 11.30 a.m., Sunday, 26th April 2020.  

 

The meeting closed with the Grace. 
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Attachment 

 

Sidespersons April 2019 to April 2020: 

 

Beryl Batterbee 

Jill Brotherton (R) 

Sue Bugden (R) 

Anthony Burbidge (R) 

Christine Claringbull 

Jane Coan 

Ralph Colbran 

Sue Cutler 

Roger Edmonston (R) 

Gwen Fermer 

Rosemary Foster (and Christina) 

Paul Goldfinch 

Sarah Godfrey 

Evonne Gubbin 

Sue Hibling (R) 

David & Patricia Jamieson 

Vikki Kindell (R) 

Jim & Eileen Knight (R)  

Gerry Larner 

Tony Lawrence 

Nicky Lawrence (R)  

Sam Lawrence (R)  

Rod Montague 

Robert Norris 

David Reed 

Philip & Jacqui Richings 

Kevin Sibley (R) 

Isobel & Clive Simmonds 

Derek & Brenda Sisson (R)  

John Smith (R) 

Ros Thunder (R)  

 

Appointed at APCM 28.04.2019   (R) = Reserve 


