HOLY TRINITY
CUCKFIELD
Joyfully serving Jesus
Weekly devotions, prayers and news
The Baptism of Christ
10 January 2021
Dear Friends,
Although the government has retained the status-quo in regard to
worship, we feel that it is wise to alter our current pattern for the
time being to ensure people’s safety. Please note the following
changes:
The 8.00 is cancelled until further notice and the 9.45 will now take place ONLINE ONLY as it did
during the first lockdown. The nature of the spread of the virus is so great that we do not wish to
compromise any within our community.
The church remains open for private prayer. Please check the church website for details of services, etc:
Please join us for our online worship.
www.holytrinitycuckfield.org
With all best wishes,
Michael, Jane and Brian

Piero della Francesca (1448-50) - The National Gallery

(Vicar and Wardens)

Baptism of Christ (10 January 2021)
9.45 The Parish Eucharist

(online only)
Readers: Kate Berry & Jane Haughton; Intercessor: Tony Lawrence

Services during the week:
Wednesday: 10.30 Holy Communion (Common Worship) Hilary, Bishop of Poitiers
Readings: Isaiah 28: 23-29; 1 John 2: 18-25; John 8: 25-32
Thursday: 9.00 Holy Communion (Iona/Celtic) Readings: Hebrews 3: 7-14; Mark 1: 40-end
Friday: 11.00 Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer) Readings: First Sunday after Epiphany

Next Sunday: Second Sunday of Epiphany (17 January 2021)
9.45 The Parish Eucharist

(online only)

All services (other than the 8.30) live on Zoom: Click the blue link on the front page of the church
website before services, entering a waiting ‘area’ before joining everyone.
The Collect for Baptism of Christ

The Post Communion Prayer:

Heavenly Father,
at the Jordan you revealed Jesus as your Son:
may we recognize him as our Lord
and know ourselves to be your beloved children;
through Jesus Christ our Saviour.
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever. Amen

Lord of all time and eternity,
you opened the heavens and revealed yourself as
Father in the baptism of Jesus your beloved Son:
by the power of your Spirit
complete the heavenly work of our rebirth
through the waters of the new creation;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen
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Genesis 1: 1-5
In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, the earth was a formless void and darkness covered
the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the waters. Then God said, ‘Let there be light’;
and there was light. And God saw that the light was good; and God separated the light from the darkness. God
called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the first day.
Acts 19: 1-7
While Apollos was in Corinth, Paul passed through the inland regions and came to Ephesus, where he found some
disciples. He said to them, ‘Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you became believers?’ They replied, ‘No, we have
not even heard that there is a Holy Spirit.’ Then he said, ‘Into what then were you baptized?’ They answered, ‘Into
John’s baptism.’ Paul said, ‘John baptized with the baptism of repentance, telling the people to believe in the one
who was to come after him, that is, in Jesus.’ On hearing this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.
When Paul had laid his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came upon them, and they spoke in tongues and prophesied— altogether there were about twelve of them.
Mark 1: 4-11
John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. And
people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized
by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around
his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. He proclaimed, ‘The one who is more powerful than I is coming after
me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. I have baptized you with water; but he will
baptize you with the Holy Spirit.’
In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit descending like a dove on him. And a voice
came from heaven, ‘You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.’
A thought
What an extraordinary pairing of the opening of Genesis with that of Mark’s Gospel with its spare account of the
Baptism of the Lord. Yet they are linked because they represent beginnings.
Jesus has reached a moment in his life when all must become new. He lays
aside the familiar homelife of a carpenter in Nazareth and starts the journey
towards the possibility of drawing humanity to new creation within God’s
Love through his saving grace: ‘If anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation:
everything old has passed away; see, everything has become new!’ (2 Corinthians
5: 17)
The Baptism of the Lord is a mystery of light, of divine confirmation; so too
are our own baptismal lives. It matters not how young or old we are when
we are baptized. If we are christened as infants or children things can go
awry, particularly if our parents or Godparents are not diligent in keeping
their promises to enable the baptised person to know and unA prayer for this time of anxiety:
derstand the divine call within their lives. Nevertheless, every
Baptism is a call to participate in the living presence of God’s
God of all compassion, your love never fails.
love. It requires our absolute participation in order to reach its Help us to listen to the tranquillity
potential. To enjoy the fullness of Baptismal life - the life of the of your presence within our lives,
Kingdom – we allow the Holy Spirit to work within and lead us so that we may grow in the knowledge
your Son, Jesus Christ, walks beside us,
on a journey throughout the whole of our lives. In doing so we that
and your Holy Spirit comforts us
have the same assurance that Jesus received: ‘This is my beat the heart of our being;
for you are One God,
loved, with whom I am well pleased.’ What could be better?
world without end. Amen
Baptism of Christ—Daniel Bonnell (b.1955)

Please remember those for whom we pray:
Immediate Need: Barbara Booth, Wendy Boys, Carla Spear
Long Term Need: Young Georgia, Young Joshua, Julia Settle, Young Reggie, Ros Ayling, Wendy, Ann Went, Dave Cox, Jenny,
Julie Sadler, Becky & Mark Parker, Tony Burbidge, Christopher, Jenny, Marjorie Chilton, Janet Card, Yvonne Godsmark, George
Snashall, Eileen Knight, Mary Todd, Gracie & Lucy Neiff, Jo Kells, Rev. Sandra Hall, Reg Ruddock, Stuart
Those in Care Homes: Anne Norris, Alan Prebble, Stephanie Gilpin, Jill Rockey, Jean Simmons, Mary Watts, Diana Hoile , Ruth
Baker
Please remember the recently departed and their families: Anthony Marden, Ruth Scott, David
Clarke
In our Book of Remembrance this week we remember: 10th Neil Caplan, Ivar Hodges, Kathleen Taylor, Mary
Jenner, 11th Walter Armstrong, Revd. Duane Alvord, Richard Halsey, 12th Judith Seabrook, 13th Robert Jameson,
John Rhodes, Tom Pritchard, Samuel McCullough, Elspeth Marshall, Mary Parry, Katherine Leask, Phyllis Chatfield,
14th Richard Janvrin, Leonard Starbuck, Dorothy Tuffin, 15th Joan Woodhams, Roger Broome, 16th Frank Stirner,
Rita Camp,

