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THIS COPY OF 
CUCKFIELD PARISH MAGAZINE 

IS A GIFT FROM

If you don’t already receive the Magazine  
and would like to have it every month except January  

(£5 pa for 10 issues, plus December free)  
please contact Gill at the Church Office on 456461

A large print version is available if you prefer

The PCC and Editorial team thank our advertisers and readers for their 
loyalty and our production teams of printers, collators and distributors 
who finish what we begin.

 Vicar The Revd Michael Maine 454007
 Church Office The Old School, Church Street 456461 

Crib Services 2.30 & 4.30 pm in Church 
& 

Stable Service 4.30 pm in the Old School 
Admission to all three by free ticket only 

(from the Parish Office as capacity is limited)
Midnight Mass

11.15pm in Church

Holy Communion (BCP)at 8.00 and Family Eucharist at 9.45am 
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HOLY TRINITY CHURCH
Friday 11th  December 
11:30 – 7:30pm
Saturday 12th December 
11:30 – 6:30pm
Sunday 13th December 
11:30 – 5pm

Over 80 trees beautifully lit and 
decorated by local schools, clubs, 
societies & businesses

Admission £4 [under 16 years free]

Live music throughout.

Refreshments served in the comfort 
of the Old School

OuR pARtneR chARity iS 

The Chestnut Tree House 
Children’s Hospice

www.chestnut-tree-house.org.uk

carol Service Sunday December 13th at 6pm
Mulled wine & mince pies  

served afterwards in the Old School

www.cuckfieldctf.org.uk
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December/January 2015/16

My dear friends,

A Christmas Carol, Sung to the King in the Presence at White-Hall

The musical part was composed by Master Henry Lawes, the words by Master 
Robert Herrick

Robert Herrick was the vicar of the remote parish of Dean Prior in Devon, 
a living he held twice, having been ejected from his church during the 
Commonwealth period for refusing to sign up to the Puritan covenant. At 
the Restoration of the monarchy, he petitioned Charles II to be restored to 
his parish where he remained until his death at the age of 83 in 1674. As far 
as is known, he wrote no poetry after the 1640s, so the musical setting by 
Lawes (a Gentleman of the Chapel Royal - i.e. a choir man) must have been 
performed at the Court of King Charles I.

John Rutter has also memorably set the poem to music- perhaps one of his 
loveliest settings- commissioned by King’s College, Cambridge for the Nine 
Lessons and Carols on Christmas Eve. If you have a chance to hear it, I think 

What sweeter music can we bring,

Than a carol, for to sing 
The birth of this our heavenly King? 
Awake the voice! Awake the string! 
Heart, ear, and eye, and everything. 
Awake! the while the active finger 
Runs division with the singer.

Dark and dull night, fly hence away, 
And give the honour to this day, 
That sees December turned to May.

If we may ask the reason, say 
The why, and wherefore, all things here 
Seem like the springtime of the year?

Why does the chilling Winter’s morn 
Smile, like a field beset with corn? 
Or smell, like to a mead new-shorn, 
Thus, on the sudden?

Come and see 
The cause, why things thus fragrant be: 
‘Tis He is born, whose quickening birth 
Gives life and lustre, public mirth, 
To heaven, and the under-earth.

We see Him come, and know Him ours, 
Who, with His sunshine, and His showers, 
Turns all the patient ground to flowers.

The darling of the world is come, 
And fit it is, we find a room 
To welcome Him. The nobler part 
Of all the house here, is the heart,

Which we will give Him; and bequeath 
This holly, and this ivy wreath, 
To do Him honour; who’s our King, 
And Lord of all this revelling.
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it captures the words most beautifully. John once told me that he had earned 
more from this carol than from any other because Volvo USA had used it in 
an advertising campaign!

As to the poem, I love the imagery Herrick conjures up. It brings the wonder 
of Christmas into the real world, because Herrick seems to capture exactly 
what the festival is all about in Christian terms. Forget those tired, endless 
loops of Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer and All I want for Xmas are my two 
front teeth playing down at the Shopping Centre in Haywards Heath! Forget 
the squabbles over who is to have the turkey’s parson’s nose! Here is the 
REAL McCoy.

Herrick poses the question: Why does the chilling winter’s morn smile, like 
a field beset with corn?........and then answers - The darling of the world is 
come, and fit it is, we find a room to welcome him. What wondrous love God 
shows to humanity in sharing his Son, who is born for each one of us. If that 
isn’t worth a yearly celebration, I don’t know what is!

May I wish you a very blessed Christmas and a Happy New Year.

With love and blessings,
Michael

Christmas at Holy Trinity You will find details in the magazine of all that 
is taking place during the period leading  up to Christmas including all our 
treasured traditions – the Christmas Tree Festival, our Family Carol Service 
and Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols on Sunday 20th December (9.45 
& 6.00pm respectively). On Christmas Eve, the two Crib Services (2.30 & 
4.30pm) together with the Stable Service in the Old School also at 4.30pm 
(Please note that these are all ticketed (free) obtainable from the Church 
Office). Midnight Mass starts at 11.15pm. On Christmas Day there will be 
Holy Communion (BCP) at 8.00 and the Family Eucharist with carols at 
9.45.

Something New! THE CUCKFIELD NATIVITY – Friday 18th December 6.00pm
Join us as we journey from the church, hearing the Christmas Story as we 
travel through the churchyard and area around the church, singing carols, 
meeting Mary and Joseph, angels, shepherds and kings before we find the 
Holy Family in the Old School and enjoy mulled wine, etc. Bring a torch. It is 
probably best to wrap up warm as well!
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Epiphany On Sunday 3rd January we shall be keeping the Feast of Epiphany. 
Services at the normal times: 8.00am Holy Communion, 9.45 Family Service, 
11.00 Holy Communion and 6.00pm Evensong (please note that there is no 
Evensong on Sunday December 27th).

PCC Away Day Please remember the Parochial Church Council as we meet 
at Scaynes Hill on January 16th to discuss parish life and our shared vocation 
to proclaim the Good News of Jesus Christ.

If you are new or (re)visiting……please do make yourselves known to 
me, any of the church officers or welcoming team. It is always my privilege to 
visit people, so please do contact me either through Gill in the office (01444 
456461) or at the Vicarage (01444 454007). If you speak to me at the church 
door I might forget, so do either phone or write a note! 

Finally! My first year in Cuckfield is flying past, and I wanted to thank you 
all for the wonderful way in which I have been welcomed into the parish. It 
is a great privilege to serve both the church and community as Vicar, and I 
look forward to 2016 with continuing joy in our shared journey. 

With Love and Blessings for Christmas and the New Year
Michael

THE 
CUCKFIELD 
NATIVITY

Friday, 18th December 
at 6.30 p.m.

Starting in the Church we 
will walk together to various 
locations round the village 
carol singing and depicting the 
Christmas story at each stop, 
finishing in the Old School.

Bring the family, 
bring your voice, 

bring torches 
and wrap up warm!
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CUCKFIELD COTTAGE HOMES TRUST

Cuckfield Cottage Homes Trust announces the availability of 
one of the flats in the attractive Almshouse next to the Holy 
Trinity Church. Expressions of interest are welcome. This 
is a warm and comfortable one-bedroom first floor flat with 
splendid views over the churchyard to the South Downs. 

If you would like to apply (or know someone who would be 
interested) please contact Simon Rothon, Clerk to the Trustees, 
on 07795 062411 or by email simon.rothon@gmail.com An 
idea of how Almshouses operate may be obtained on www.
almshouses.org

SR
30 October 2015

CHRISTMAS GIFTS  FOR FSW AT GIFT SERVICES 
on 6 DECEMBER 
TO HELP YOU DECIDE WHAT ESSENTIALS AND TREATS to 
give  FSW’s FAMILIES, FSW ASKS :-

For children of all ages 0-16, games including things 
that the family can play together and toys rather than 
teddies. We would also like some gifts of new clothing for the 
0-16 ages (possibly with gift receipts so if it isn’t quite right for 
the fashion conscious they can exchange it for the perfect gift) 
also children’s and teenagers toiletries, so fun bottles of bubble 
bath etc.

This year we want to be able to deliver 125 hampers 
and we would like to receive tins of sweets (Quality Street, 
Celebration, Roses etc.), tins of biscuits, savoury snacks, tinned 
hams and salmon, cranberry sauce, bread sauce, bottles of soft 
drinks and fruit juices, all the things that we have around the 
family home to make Christmas special. 

We are also happy to receive supermarket vouchers so 
that we can top up with fresh foods such as fruit, vegetables, 
potatoes, chipolatas and bacon rolls – but please don’t 
donate fresh food as we will order this in so that we get 
exactly the right amount with the right shelf life for the families 
we will be supporting this Christmas.
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We would like to be able to supply presents for the 
children we work with to give their parents and carers, 
teaching them that it is good to give. For example toiletry sets, 
small pieces of jewellery, hats and gloves, scarves, also fun 
things like novelty slippers and silly hats all those things that 
can add to the fun and hilarity of Christmas.

Finally we welcome the donation of gift vouchers 
for mobile phone top ups, iTunes, Boots, WH Smiths, 
Book Shops etc and for clothing stores. We appreciate it’s a 
long list but we hope it will help you in providing the right sort 
of thing to make our Familes’ Christmas fun. 

PASTORAL 
HELP LINES

VISITING – TRANSPORT- SUPPORT

IF YOU NEED HELP  
PLEASE RING ONE OF  
THESE VOLUNTEERS

Elisabeth Dunnett ...........................................413719
email - chelDunnett@btinternet.com

Kate Berry .......................................................455986
email - kate.hodkinson@talktalk.net

Robert Norris ..................................................453127
email - robertnorris248@btinternet.com

or you can email : care.holytrinity@btinternet.com
when transport is involved, a donation of  

40p per mile would be appreciated by your driver
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BISHOPS ANNOUNCE FURTHER PLANS TO 
HELP REFUGEES

The Bishop of Chichester, Dr Martin Warner and the 
Catholic Bishop of Arundel and Brighton Diocese, 
Bishop Moth, recently issued a joint statement in 
response to the Syrian refugee crisis

‘Alongside our Roman Catholic brothers and sisters 
in the Diocese of Arundel and Brighton, Chichester 
Diocese will work alongside the staff of Brighton 
Voices In Exile BVIE has nearly ten years’ experience 
of working with the refugees and asylum-seekers, 
from various countries, who have settled in Sussex. 
We believe they are best placed to coordinate practical 
help and to inform us of changing needs.

It is expected that those who arrive will have refugee status and 
that those who are able will seek work in our local economy.

One pressing need is likely to be that of affordable 
accommodation. BVIE is compiling a list of private landlords 
who are prepared to let properties at affordable rents but 
without requiring substantial deposits, which are beyond the 
means of people who have left everything behind them. If you 
have a property to let and would not require a deposit, please 
make contact with BVIE.

Another pressing need will be finance. BVIE is a charity 
and requires funding for its work with refugees, whether from 
Syria or elsewhere.

The bishops will be using their discretionary funds to 
support Syrian Refugees and the collections from ‘episcopal 
services’ such as Confirmations and Licensing Services over the 
next three years will be given in support of refugees.
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In the longer term, we anticipate that those settling 
in Sussex will be supported through a number of 
agencies:

Food banks will remain open to those who need them 
and the churches are committed to support their work.

Church Schools will seek to offer a warm and gracious 
welcome to children who have come to live here.

Family Support Work is expecting to extend its 
services to those who come to us as refugees and will 
similarly need additional resourcing to meet that need.

Many of those fleeing Syria are Christians and the Churches 
of Sussex will naturally want to offer a warm welcome to their 
brothers and sisters, many of whom have suffered considerable 
trauma at home and through their journey to safety.

FIVE THINGS YOU CAN DO TO RESPOND:

PRAY – for the people of Syria and Iraq and for all 
refugees and for all who are responding to their needs.

OFFER ACCOMMODATION – in property you can let 
without substantial deposit.

OFFER & REGISTER SKILLS - ability to speak 
relevant languages; TEFL ability, ability to offer legal 
assistance. Contact BVIE.

MAKE A FINANCIAL CONTRIBUTION, 

Locally to : BVIE http://brightonvoiceinexile,co.uk or 
FSW - http://fsw.co.uk

OR

Nationally to:- RED CROSS:  http://www.redcross.org.uk/
donate  or

OXFAM:  http://www.oxfam.org.uk

We invite you to consider the ways in which you can offer help 
and to make contact with the appropriate agencies.

+Martin Cicestr: +Mark Horsham +Richard Lewes
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GREETINGS FROM JORDAN! 
Update from Foundation for Relief & Reconciliation in the 
Middle East (FRRME)

With thankful hearts, we are continuing to see the school here in 
Jordan move forward.  New text books have been purchased for 
the students - the best textbooks for science, maths, English and 
Arabic. Extra-curricular activities, including French language 
classes and physical education, are also in development.

In stepping up to the level of the surrounding, established 
schools, FRRME’s ‘Now or Never’ school has also provided its 
students with brand new school uniforms. With your support, 
refugee Iraqi women in our care have made school uniforms for 
all 155 of our precious young ones.  These uniforms not only 
create a more formal atmosphere, they provide the children 
with adequate clothing as the harsh winter months approach.

We have also been able to purchase a new laptop, which will 
be used to help administrate the school and also our health 
clinic here in Jordan. Thank you for your support and help.  It 
is wonderful to see the joy on the children’s faces and the skip 
in their step.  Each student has also learned to recite their first 
prayer in English!  Amen!

AMAR
FRRME supports the family of a man here in Jordan called Amar 
who has Multiple Sclerosis. At 37, Amar’s MS has progressed to 
the point of paralysis and he is unable to eat or speak. Last week 
we shared communion with Amar and his family (Amar partook 
via his feeding tube through his nose).  He is cared for 24 hours 
a day by three of his sisters and his mother. He has been bed 
ridden for two years. They look after him with great care - every 
time we come to Amar’s home we see Christ and his love for 
Amar through the love of his three sisters and his mother. 

If you would like to donate to the Foundation for Relief and 
Reconciliation in the Middle East and help Amar and his family, 
please visit The Emergency Appeal for Iraqi Refugees. 

From the FRRME team here in Jordan, God Bless.

(Canon) Andrew White
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REFUGEE CRISIS –
CUCKFIELD AND THE WIDER COMMUNITY DELIVERS

As news spread of the latest appeal for Syrian refugees, a 
mountain of clothes, shoes, blankets, duvets, crutches, Moses 
baskets (the list goes on…!), was collected. The response was 
quite extraordinary and led to a delivery of some 240 crates 
(empty banana boxes from local supermarkets) to Samara’s Aid 
in Lewes.

Items donated were all in nearly new or new/unworn condition 
– crucial if the appeal was to achieve one of its aims of returning 
a sense of dignity to those for whom the parcels were ultimately 
intended.  

THANK YOU!!!

This could not have been achieved without the generous 
assistance of so many, but in particular the help and time of 
Paul Pritchard and John Baxter from “Manandvan” must be 
acknowledged, along with all those who packed up boxes 
one Sunday in the Church and later helped to deliver the 
consignments to Lewes.  

If that was not enough, our young people raised £105 with a 
cake sale, many generously donated towards transport costs, 
and Holy Trinity School raised £320 through a non-uniform 
day. Over £1,000 was donated in total. 

Without wanting to overplay it, the response really was 
astounding, and a wonderfully motivating example of what 
can be done when everyone pulls together for a single cause. 
As Christians, we find in the Old Testament a battered refugee 
people, fleeing political oppression in north Africa, and seeking 
a new life for themselves safe from violence and poverty.  And 
let’s not forget that Jesus’ parents were forced to flee from 
Bethlehem with him as a baby to Egypt.  

Jesus said “... for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty 
and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you 
welcomed me, I was naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and 
you took care of me ... Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of 
the least of these who are members of my family, you did it to me.” 
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Matthew 25:35-41

As we now head towards the nativity season and all that brings with 
it, let us continue to find the strength to contribute of ourselves 
to those who need our help and support, and thereby enrich our 
experience of the Christmas message of peace and goodwill.

Ben Halsey

 CHRISTIAN AID DOUBLE YOUR DONATION! CHRISTIAN AID

Great news!  If you are planning to make a donation to the work of 
Christian Aid this Christmas, any amount you give will be doubled by 
the Government! (Up to a total of £5million). Please help Christian Aid 
make the most of this opportunity!

Christian Aid’s Christmas Appeal will boost a ground-breaking new 
maternal health scheme in Kenya and Malawi. Every day 40 women die in 
childbirth or from pregnancy-related complications. Every year 14,700 
babies die on their first day. Think of all that unnecessary suffering. 
Christian Aid is training community health workers, renovating and 
equipping maternal health facilities, introducing ambulance services 
for remote communities and educating communities in antenatal and 
postnatal health.

Make your donation  online  http://www.christianaid.org.uk/give      
Alternatively,  put in a Christian Aid envelope at the back of the 
church and put in the giving plate or through the Church Office door. 
And don’t forget to gift aid it!  Thank you.

Twice the impact!.... save lives this Christmas!....  
your donation doubled!

A PRAYER AT CHRISTMAS TIME
Be with us as we sing the ironies of Christmas, 
the incomprehensible comprehended, the poetry 
made hard fact, the helpless Babe who cracks the 
world asunder. We kneel before you shepherds, 
innkeepers, wise men. Help us to rise bigger than 
we are. Amen. 
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(continued on page 21)

TOCCATA
A Recital of Great Organ Music

Toccata, Italian for “touched” but (as in French – “toucher sur le 
piano”) meaning played on a keyboard (as opposed to “cantata” 
– sung) has come to mean a “show off” piece of virtuoso music 
– which is exactly what we experienced in Holy Trinity church 
on Sunday afternoon of 4th October 2015!  Or rather we got 
several toccatas of which some were quiet beautiful music though 
still requiring a high degree of musicianship.  Our vicar, Michael 
Maine, was the virtuoso at the organ but also singing several songs, 
accompanied on the piano by Andrew Wilson, our new organist.

Michael’s programme opened with Bach’s well known Toccata 
and Fugue in D minor which featured in the 1930’s Disney film 
“Fantasia”,  though I find Stokowski’s orchestral version very 
“muddy” in texture compared to an organ rendering.  This was 
followed by beautiful reflective music by Frank Bridge and Sigfrid 
Karg-Elert (whose music I love especially) with, between them, a 
Minuet featuring the splendid Trumpet stop of our organ by Alfred 
Hollins.  Both Bridge and Hollins were English composers, Hollins 
a celebrated virtuoso organist, blind from birth, while Karg-Elert 
was German.  These were followed by a delightful surprise – 2 
songs for baritone and piano – by Roger Quilter and Teresa del 
Diego – the latter unknown to most of us, I expect.  The first part 
of Toccata ended with a spirited performance of an arrangement 
for organ of Elgar’s 4th Pomp and Circumstance march.  His 1st 
P&C march, written in 1901, includes the tune later used for “Land 
of Hope and Glory” but all 5 contain memorable tunes as well as 
strong quick march rhythms.

Michael opened the second half of Toccata with a Fantasia by Josef 
Rheinberger (from his 13th organ Sonata).  Probably unknown 
to most of the audience, most organists know and love his large 
contribution to the organ repertoire though he also wrote much 
church and other music.  A good question for a music quiz ”can 
you name anyone born in Liechtenstein”?  A big contrast followed 
– 3 pieces for mechanical clock by Haydn, very quiet and delicate, 
which was followed by another trumpet tune by modern American 
(Cambridge, Mass.) composer Charles Callahan.  The next item was 
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(continued from page 18)

TAKING ON THE MANTLE

Brian Cutler explores the classic murder mystery genre in the light of 
the recent CDS production of Silhouette by Simon Brett.

At first sight Silhouette appears to belong to the classic murder 
mystery genre from the 1950’s, the Golden Age of crime writing. 
However this is Simon Brett’s very acceptable reinterpretation 
of the style from the late 1990’s. Like his predecessors Brett 
entertains with a successful mix of humour, particularly the 
incisive one liner, eccentric characters, highly suitable for 
an amateur production as the character is only enhanced by 
any overacting into which the cast may be drawn, and twists 
and turns of the plot that keep everyone in suspense until the 
very end. It is no wonder that Brett has been president of the 
Detection Club for the last fifteen years, adopting the mantle of 
both Dorothy L Sayers and Agatha Christie.

the highlight of Toccata – Bach’s Passacaglia in C minor.  Arguably 
one of the greatest-ever pieces of music for organ, it commences 
with 22 variations based on a tune played on the pedals of the 
organ, followed by a complex fugue based on the passacaglia 
and another tune.  Definitely not a ”show-piece” as such but it 
demonstrated Michael’s virtuosity supremely.  This was succeeded 
by maybe the best known piece of music in the whole recital – Saint 
Saëns’ “Swan” from his Carnaval des Animaux (arranged for organ 
by his compatriot Alexandre Guilmant).  More well known music 
followed – the song “The Holy City” – where the organist (“seated 
one day at the organ”) has a vision of the heavenly Jerusalem.  To 
round off a most impressive recital we heard another Toccata (THE 
Toccata?) from Charles-Marie Widor’s 5th organ Symphony, which 
brought the large audience to its feet in a standing ovation.

But let us not forget that there was another star that afternoon – the 
organ in Holy Trinity, parts of it dating from 1842 and much of the 
rest from 1884.  We are so fortunate in possessing such an instrument 
in Cuckfield and being able to hear it played so admirably.

Ken Sagar
This event was organised by The Friends of Holy Trinity Church Cuckfield
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Martin Powell (Philip Robinson), a successful actor, has been 
murdered. DI Bruton (Isobel Holloway), supported DS Fisher 
(Keith Moss), WPC Leach (Phoebe Izzard Davey) and DC Wilkins 
(Sue Widdicombe), begin their fast moving investigation starting 
with their only suspect, Celia Wallis (Emma Gosling), Martin’s 
wife and herself apparently an accomplished actress in her time. 
However they are shortly joined by Neville Smallwood (Martin 
Sheldon), a small town hack and total inadequate, who has 
an obsession with Celia. He emerges in Celia’s dressing gown 
having been having had to sleep of the effects of champagne 
that he has been plied with.

The investigation having reached the inevitable conclusion and 
the audience suitably refreshed, Act Two takes us back to earlier 
the same evening, to Neville’s arrival at the house, supposedly 
to interview Celia for the BBC and to Martin’s arrival to discuss 
his proposal for divorce and intention to marry a much younger 
actress, Virginia. Eventually the scene is set for the murder to 
take place and the true identity of the murderer, and who has 
taken on the mantle to create the silhouette, to be revealed.

Paul Davey has made a successful transition from acting to 
directing, steering this witty and well-paced production both 
to the inevitable conclusion of the investigation in the first 
act, and the revelation of what really happened in the second. 
There were some very good performances particularly from 
the four main characters, their timing was excellent and I was 
intrigued by the tension between Bruton and Wallis during the 
investigation. I also enjoyed Leach’s several put downs of her 
boss with her knowledge of the theatre. It was good also to note 
the fresh young faces manning the sound and lighting desks 
behind us.

The real attraction of a murder mystery play is that its sole 
purpose is to entertain and amuse. There is no pretence at 
providing us with telling insights into the human character or 
the nature of human relationships. The audience is the jury not 
only as to whether the accused is guilty but more importantly 
as to whether they have been suitably entertained. I am pleased 
to say that both the play and the production passed this test 
with flying colours.
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NATIONAL POETRY DAY - COMPETITIVE STORY 
TELLING – CHOCOLATE WEEK WITH BINGO 
- ERADICATION OF POVERTY - NATIONAL 

RADIOLOGIC WEEK - YEAR 10 AND 7 ASSEMBLIES
MOVIE NIGHT WITH POPCORN – CHOCOLATE 

TASTING – APPLE BOBBING – EATING DOUGHNUTS 
WITHOUT GETTING SUGAR ON YOUR LIPS - 

HOT DOGS FEAST 

Yes, just a normal month’s activities at After School and Friday 
Night Clubs !!!

At Warden Park – National Poetry Day featured Shapespeare, 
Edward Lear, William Blake, the Beatles and the Rolling Stones 
with an exercise in Competitive Story Telling between two 
groups producing some bizarre contributions. The following 
week Chocolate Bingo combined some basic facts about 
chocolate production, with the staggering volume of chocolate 
used in several well known products and the amount of 
chocolate consumed per annum. Chocolate tasting received 
serious attention !

The Eradication of Poverty theme utilised various foods 
unequalled divided between three different sizes of group to 
illustrate the circumstances of wealthy, low income and middle 
classes – the use of power and how one might make a difference. 
A thoughtful discussion resulted.

For National Radiological week Jonathan managed to combine 
“trick” X-Rays, Halloween and All Saints followed by “Duck, 
Duck, Goose” – you had to be there !

An opportunity to talk about the Club at a Year 10 and 
subsequently a Year 7 Assembly was eagerly taken and well 
received.

On FRIDAY nights - Competitive Story Telling was used in the 
new Squad system with “performance” on stage by each of the 
four groups and a Messy Night included Chocolate Tasting, 
Apple Bobbing and Doughnut challenges.
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Movie Night with Popcorn proved popular as did the pre-half 
term Hot Dog “feast”. Each week the squads meet for particular 
discussion, activity idea sharing and relationship building. A 
visit to Crawley Bowl is to come.

The Young Leaders have embraced the responsibility of running 
Tuck Shops and taking the lead in other areas.

We welcome Shelley joining us on trial as a Youth Support 
Worker and several young Leaders helped in the interview 
process leading to her appointment.

ADULT HELPERS ARE STILL NEEDED TO JOIN A SMALL 
DEDICATED TEAM – IT IS FUN, AND GETS YOU OUT OF THE 
HOUSE – CONTACT ROD at condurrow@btinternet.com. 

HAPPY XMAS.

Quik Notes
FEBRUARY MAGAZINE. (no mag. in January). Please let 
me have  items for Feb. by Monday January 11th latest. Many 
thanks, Editor.

“WHAT DOES INCARNATION MEAN? is the theme for 
Cake & Questions on Thursday Dec.3rd – 8.0pm as usual in 
the Old School.  All welcome! Join in or  listen to the discussion 
as you wish -  and enjoy the cakes! More info. From Jonathan 
Berry on 455986.

HAYWARDS HEATH MUSIC SOCIETY Wednesday 9th 
December 2015: A Celebration of Christmas in Music and 
Painting - Illustrated lecture by Janet Canetty-Clarke @7.45 
pm Haywards Heath Methodist Church, Perrymount Rd. 
Tickets: £12 non-members (reductions concessions and 
members).Further info Christine Colbourne: HH 456227, or 
www.haywardsheathmusicsociety.org.uk
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THE INDEPENDENT STATE OF CUCKFIELD CHRISTMAS 
LUNCH AND PARTY FRIDAY 4TH DECEMBER Are you over 
65 and a resident of Cuckfield? YES? Then you are INVITED 
to a Christmas Lunch and Party on Friday 4th December 
at 12.30pm in The Queen’s Hall. If you would like to take 
advantage of this amazing offer OR know someone who 
would.....CONTACT Sarah on 01444 457475 or e-mail 
sarahgg@sky.com Please note that numbers are limited so 
places are allocated on a ‘first come, first served’ basis Martin W. 
Ingebretson ( +44 1444 411210 & +44 7831 368082)

SOLO LUNCH PUDDINGS
For about ten years I have been making the puddings for the 
Solo Lunch that takes place, usually, on the second Sunday 
each month, with the exception of July and August.
 I usually make six puddings for each Solo Lunch, but feel that 
the time has come for another person or persons to take over 
this task from January 2016  Obviously, a payment is made 
each month to cover the cost of the ingredients.
If you are interested in providing puddings, please contact 
Sarah Salisbury at  sarah@ladywell.uk.com or phone on 01444 
417779 Rosemary Pardey.

CUCKFIELD LADIES GROUP

It was good to see so many people at Evonne’s coffee morning 
in October. Subs were collected and a varied programme 
arranged.

In November, Sally Williams gave us a fascinating and 
emotional talk on the First World War cemeteries that she had 
visited, with readings of the famous poetry of that time.

Thank you Evonne and Sally.

Our next outing will be the Christmas lunch at the ‘Eight Bells’ 
in Bolney.

 Jan Bryan
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GOOD NEIGHBOURS

We are a group of ‘good neighbours’ working diligently to 
enhance the lives of those less able than themselves. 

CARE was founded by Rev Vaughan Tong, former Minister of 
Haywards Heath Methodist Church and became a project of 
the local “Churches Together”. Now in its 30th year the charity 
remains a 100% voluntary organisation, with services provided 
at no cost to clients. Since its inception CARE has kept abreast 
of the times and administration is now fully computerised 
enabling our volunteers to give a better service to our clients.

From picking up shopping, giving lifts to appointments, 
helping with odd jobs in the home or just calling in for a 
friendly chat, the volunteers from CARE provide a lifeline 
for dozens of people in our local area. 

Many local people are unaware of the work we do, so it may 
come as a surprise to learn that last year the 114 active volunteers 
carried out nearly 1,800 jobs! By the end of this year we will 
pass our 75,000 total of completed assignments. We have 
currently 260 clients helped by 115 active volunteers. CARE 
is 100% dependant on volunteers and is always seeking new 
pairs of hands in all areas. When people retire from being 
active in CARE we have to find willing replacements for 
them just to maintain our current service level.

Sylvia Harris from Haywards Heath has served on the Executive 
Committee of CARE for several years and is also currently 
working as a volunteer, helping local people with their shopping 
and transporting them to medical appointments. She also 
finds the time and energy to act as the publicity officer of the 
Haywards Heath Horticultural Society. She says, “Apart from 
helping locals, it is so rewarding to feel that people’s lives are 
improved through this simple form of help. This is an amazing 
charity to work for.”

Upcoming events include display in Haywards Heath Library 
and our Tree at the Cuckfield  Christmas Tree Festival in early 
December.
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We wish to invite you to join our team of volunteers 
and help us in this work. You need only offer an hour 
a week..... or a fortnight..... or more if you wish.

To find out more about CARE call 01444 455955  or visit  
CAREinhaywardsheath.co.uk 

(CARE volunteers have got me to get to the dentist, hospital etc 
many times and I am so thankful –Editor)

FROM ‘THE CUCKFIELD MAGAZINE ‘DECEMBER 1915

ADVENT – We have come once more to the season of Advent, 
which has been set apart by the Church as a time of preparation 
for the right keeping of the Festival of Christmas. We shall then 
commemorate the first coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, the 
Prince of Peace, and although we are living under the shadow 
of this terrible war, when there are so many anxious hearts and 
sad homes, still we hope it may be a time of many re-unions, 
and much quiet happiness. 

CASUALTIES OF THE WAR. – We are thankful to say that 
we have no serious casualties to record this month, and we 
hear that all our wounded and sick are making good progress 
towards recovery, though in some cases it is rather slow. Letters 
have been received from Private Tom Batchelor and Private 
Fred Simmonds, who are prisoners in the hands of the enemy. 
They have the consolation of being in the same camp, but we 
are afraid that life is very hard for them. 

THE ROLL OF HONOUR. – The Vicar proposes to issue, as 
a supplement to the January Magazine, a revised edition of the 
Cuckfield Roll of Honour 

THE PARISH MAGAZINE. – Good progress is being made by 
Mr. Browne with regard to procuring advertisements for next 
year. The charge for the Magazine will in future be only a penny 
per month, and the Vicar hopes to make arrangements for it 
to be in the hands of the subscribers before the first Sunday in 
every month.
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CUCKFIELD VILLAGE CLUB.-, Owing to the generosity of 
Mr. E. M. Preston, the old Workhouse and Drill Hall has been 
converted and fitted up as a Club for the men and lads of 
Cuckfield. Everything has been provided to ensure the comfort 
of those who use the Club, including the gift of a full-sized 
billiard table, the necessary space for which has been secured 
by throwing two rooms into one. The steward of the Club will 
be Mr. Funnell, who will be responsible for good order and 
also have charge of a canteen, at which light refreshments will 
be obtainable. The Club rooms will be open on Wednesday, 
December 8th, from 4.30 p.m. to 6 p.m., when there will be 
music, tea and coffee.  Invitations will be sent to all who are 
interested; apply to Mr. Preston or to Mr. Funnell, the Club 
Steward.

INTERCESSION SERVICES. – The Intercession Services for 
our Sailors and Soldiers, which have been so well attended in 
spite of dark and cold evenings, will be held  every Wednesday, 
at 7 p.m., and on the Wednesday before Christmas Day there 
will be a short address. 

CHRISTMAS DAY. –Holy Communion at 6 a.m., 7 a.m., 8 
a.m., and at noon; Morning Prayer and sermon at 11 a.m.; 
Evensong and address and carols by the children at 3.30 p.m. 

SPECIAL DAY OF INTERCESSION.  It is proposed that 
Sunday, January 2nd, 1916, shall be set apart as a day of solemn 
Intercession to Almighty God and for thankful recognition of 
the devotion which has been forthcoming in the manhood and 
womanhood of our country. The Archbishops also propose that 
the closing day of the year shall be kept as a day of self denial 
and. penitence, and that New Year’s Day shall be observed 
as a time of preparation for the Holy Communion and other 
services of the Sunday. We shall, of course, endeavour to fully 
observe these three days, and in due course a full list of the 
services will be issued.
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DECEMBER GARDEN NOTES

November has begun extremely mild but wet with some very 
soggy blustery bonfire nights. The grass is still growing, so don’t 
put your mower to bed or have it serviced until you have cut it 
reasonably short ready for “ winter” - who knows what this one 
may bring.

December is really essential gardening only unless you are 
desperate to get out of the house away from Christmas 
preparations, arguing children or need to de-stress !

Jobs include raking up soggy leaves and other debris, treating 
slippery paths, cleaning and oiling garden tools to minimise 
rust, booking your mower in for a service and other petrol 
driven machinery like strimmers and hedgecutters. Dig out your 
compost heap if “mature” enough and start a new one with stalks 
of herbaceous plant you have cut down.

Take a stroll round the garden checking fences, stakes, greenhouses 
and heaters if you have them, and roll up fruit cage top netting. 
Plant shallots and garlic (or be lazy and leave till early February !) 
Check autumn sown broad beans and sweet peas for mice attack 
(best kept in a cold frame over winter as very wet or frozen soil 
tends to cause damping off). Likewise check seed packets if not 
kept in a metal tin - the latter a great deterrent but must be stored 
out of the sunlight for obvious reasons.

 Mice also like plastic plant pots for nesting in especially if 
stacked in a cardboard box- extra cosy. 

Water poinsettias and azaleas well but cyclamen and amaryllis 
more sparingly, standing them in a saucer of water keeping 
foliage dry. Bring hyacinths and paperwhite narcissi potted for 
forcing into the light to green up and flower for Christmas. like 
most plants, their flowers last much longer in a cool light room 
rather than a warm one near a radiator or fire.

HAPPY CHRISTMAS

Lindsay Shurvell, Chilling Street Nurseries, Sharpthorne. 
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PAST ALL EARTH’S SWEETNESS

Past all earth’s sweetness and accord,
beyond desire and device,
the sacred mystery of Our Lord
encompassed in a sacrifice.

no splendid palace to report,
nor thundering statutes to obey,
but shepherds at his manger court,
a baby lying in the hay. 

Christ in humility restores
what we have thrown away in pride,
not with philosophy nor wars;
but cattle standing at his side.

No matter what the world believes
is in its power to command,
all yet must kneel to receive
a blessing from a tiny hand.

© Kevin Carey (with permission)

....And a Happy New Year!
“The shortest day has passed, and whatever nastiness of weather we may 
look forward to in January and February, at least we notice that the days 
are getting longer. Minute by minute they lengthen out. It takes some 
weeks before we become aware of the change. It is imperceptible even as 
the growth of a child, as you watch it day by day, until the moment comes 
when with a start of delighted surprise we realize that we can stay out of 
doors in a twilight lasting for another quarter of a precious hour.”

-Vita Sackville-West
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What’s on Around Cuckfield...

Mid Sussex 
Alzheimers Support 
Group Carer’s 
Monthly Meetings

1st Monday of the month from 7 to 9pm.
Held at “Age Concern” (adjacent to Clair Hall),  Perrymount 
Road, Haywards Heath.
For further details contact The Alzheimers Society on 01403 
750485 or 01403 213017 (Monday to Friday)

Friendship Club  
Ansty Village Hall

2.30 to 4pm on 1st Tuesday in month. Please come, have a 
cuppa and cake and a natter. Enquiries 413061. 

 Ansty Village Hall   CARD & TABLE GAMES. The third Thursday of the month 
at Ansty Village Hall, from 2 – 4 including tea and cake £2. 
Not a serious card school – much laughter. Tel 413061

Wednesday 9 
December
Ansty Garden Club

Christmas Supper. Please contact Suzanne Mace for details.
Ansty Garden Club meets in the Village Hall at 7.45pm on 
the last Wednesday of the month with a varied programme of 
events including speakers, outings, plant sales etc. Members’ 
subscription is £8 per year. Visitors are charged £2 per evening 
visit. Refreshments and raffle at small cost. New members 
always welcome. For more details contact Chairperson : Derry 
Bailleaux or Secretary: Suzanne Mace – 01444 459151

Wednesday 27 
January 2016
Ansty Garden
Club

Cheese & Wine Evening with meet and greet for prospective 
new members.
Ansty Garden Club meets in the Village Hall at 7.45pm on 
the last Wednesday of the month with a varied programme 
of events including speakers, outings, plant sales etc. 
Members’ subscription is £8 per year. Visitors are charged 
£2 per evening visit. Refreshments and raffle at small cost. 
New members always welcome. For more details contact 
Chairperson : Derry Bailleaux or
Secretary: Suzanne Mace – 01444 459151 

Sunday 31st January 
2016
Holy Trinity Church

Come and join Ensemble Reza on Sunday 31st January, 
3pm at Holy Trinity Church, Cuckfield for a wonderful 
afternoon of music featuring Dvorak’s String Sextet in A 
major Op.48 and Tchaikovsky’s Souvenir de Florence. 
Both pieces are an exciting ‘tour de force’ combining rich and 
beautiful melodies with colourful folk tunes. Ensemble Reza’s 
passionate and virtuoso musicians will take you on a musical 
journey and leave you wanting to dance in your seat! 
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Bellringers Friday evenings 7.45–9.15pm.

Choir Choir practice Friday evenings 7.30–8.45pm. (There are 
no practices during August)

InSpire Youth Club Friday evenings (term time only) in the Old School (South 
Door). 
Years 5-7 from 7.00 - 8.30pm.
Year 8 and above from 8.00 - 9.30pm
£1 subs, activities, games, friendship and much more.

Holy Trinity 
Mens Group

No Meeting in December
For more information contact Clive Simmonds 01444 
454481 or email: clivesimmonds@btinternet.com

Home Groups  Alternate Thursday Evenings (2 groups), 8pm call Clive & 
Isobel Simmonds 01444 454481
Tuesday, 8.00pm (in term time). David and Ros 
Thunder, Wayfarers, South Street, Tel. 417103.

Prayer Group 16 December 10am in The Lady Chapel
20 January 10am in the Lady Chapel
Tel. Margaret Walker 454272. 

Mothers’ Union Tuesday  15 December – Christmas Lunch
Please contact Ros Thunder 417103 for more details     

Little Ones Church 
Service

Come  for  a story, some songs  and a prayer. All 
welcome.  Please  contact  Catherine Snashall  for more  
details  01444  454712 or 07775932823.

Regular events

HOLY BAPTISM
Jack John POWELL
Ludo Thomas MUSIK
Ethan James SCRIPPS

IN MEMORIAM
Peter John SCRIVENER Aged 94
Violet Jones Aged 102

Fro
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h

e 

Registers
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Regular events (contined)

Items carried in the Cuckfield Parish Magazine do not necessarily represent the views 
of Holy Trinity PCC, the Vicar or the Editorial Team. The Editorial Team reserves the 
right to decline to publish any item or to amend or shorten material for that reason 
we do not accept copy in PDF or  file formats other than Word. 

We are very pleased that the parish magazine is seen as a good vehicle for advertising by local 
traders and others but readers must accept that the Editors do not vouch for or in any way 
warrant the individuals, organisations, products or services advertised here.

Royal British Legion 
(Women’s Section)

December 9 – Christmas Party
January 26 – Cuckfield Dramitic Society
Meetings take place at 2.30pm in The Old School, Cuckfield

Cuckfield Crafts 
and Market

For information or to book contact Beverley Smith 
01444 440274 or Jane Ravell 01444 451454 

Cuckfield Local 
Market

9.30am to 12.30pm. Food Market at The Talbot, High 
Street, Cuckfield

Cuckfield Evening 
Flower Club

4 December – Julie Brownlee Christmas
There will be no meeting in January

Cuckfield Ladies 
Group

Tuesday 1st December 12.30pm Christmas lunch at the 
Eight Bells Bolney

Tuesday 5th January 8pm  Come and here about Lin 
Wood’s artistic parents and enjoy a glass of wine. 
Venue: Lin Wood’s

Please contact Jan Bryan (414891) for more details.

Solo Lunch The next Solo Lunch will be on Sunday 6 December. 
Tickets are available from the church office. Cost £5.
The January Lunch will be on 10th January 2016

Cuckfield 
Evening WI

15 December – Christmas Party
19 January – ‘Ghosts of West Sussex’ Rupert Matthews
Meetings take place at 8pm in the Old School.

The master pages (including adverts) used to print this magazine can be 
viewed at www.holytrinitycuckfield.org/directory/parish-magazine/ 
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Directory
Church Office The Old School, Church Street,

Cuckfield, West Sussex RH17 5JZ
Normally open Monday – Friday 
mornings

456461

Church Website www.holytrinitycuckfield.org
Church Email htcuckfield.churchoffice@virgin.net
Vicar Rev’d  Michael Maine 454007
Church Wardens Kate Berry

Brian Cutler
455986
412790

Reader Clive Simmonds 07793420399
Honorary Secretary David Thunder 417103
Honorary Treasurer Isobel Simmonds 454481
Planned Giving Secretary Gerry Larner 412716
Electoral Roll Officer Peter Anderson 413597
Safeguarding Coordinator Rod Montague 410453
Sunday’s Cool Hilary Turner-King 400087
Noah’s Ark (under 3’s) Rebecca Anderson 413597
Inspire Youth Clubs Marlene 07544839013
Messy Church Hilary Turner-King 400087
Organist & Choir Director Andrew Wilson
Choir Secretary Eileen Macdougall 451815
Music Group Secretary Michele Branscombe 415802
Bellringers Secretary Janice Peek 414953
Pastoral Care Elisabeth Dunnett

Kate Berry
Robert Norris

413719
455986
453127

Chichester Cathedral Link Reg Ruddock 459573
Mothers’ Union Valerie Poxon 451330
Church Inspecting Architect Nicholas Rowe 440200
The Friends of Holy Trinity Paul Goldfinch 882649
Church Office Secretary Gill Squires 456461
The Old School Manager Peter Groves 456900
Parish Magazine Editor Joyce Donoghue 617984
Magazine Advertising David Seabrook 456583
Website Administrator Brian Cutler 412790
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Holy trinity Cuckfield

SUNDAY SERVICES  &  MAJOR FESTIVALS
FOR THE MONTH

(SEE INSIDE)

WEEKDAY SERVICES – NORMALLY IN THE LADY CHAPEL 
 Monday 9.00am Morning prayer 

 Wednesday 10.15am holy communion 

  5.00pm evening prayer

 thursday 9.00am holy communion

 Friday 11.00am holy communion, Bcp

 Saturday 9.00 Morning prayer

FOR CHILDREN - IN THE OLD SCHOOL – SUNDAYS

 noah’s Arkages  0 to 3

 children’s churchages  3 to 10

 pathfinders action for 11 to 13 year olds.

except for 1st Sunday of each month when all join the Family Service

and during the school summer holidays.

for details of weekday youth activities see regular events

NEWCOMERS AND VISITORS ARE MOST WELCOME 

COME AND SEE!  

JOIN US FOR COFFEE IN THE OLD SCHOOL 

AFTER 9.45 SERVICES 

Michael Maine, Vicar


