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March 2016

My dear friends,

The human state (and so much of the natural world) derives insight and 
understanding of the present - the here and now- by informing it through 
an understanding or memory of the past. This, at the most basic level, is 
of course how we learn to survive life itself - the experiential colour to our 
health and well-being. We know, for instance, that if we touch something 
hot, there is the chance that we will burn ourselves! 

In religious terms we are people who root our faith in the knowledge of 
the past. In order to learn of salvation for humanity, we must have an 
understanding of what brought this about. At its most basic level, this is 
through having a working knowledge of the Bible together with the tenets 
of our faith; the latter thought about, pondered over and celebrated for two 
thousand years. This does not mean that it is rigid to the point of fossilisation, 
nor some airy-fairy free for all, but vividly revisited, sometimes with dramatic 
results in terms of revival at various points throughout history. 

We enter the season of Lent on Ash Wednesday-February 10th. This solemn 
season has been part of Christian commemoration since very early times 
- part of the creation of the Christian Year - a dividing of time in religious 
terms to help Christians mark and remember the story of Faith in a way 
easily remembered - directly linked to the Jewish religious calendar.

For me, this is an important part of religious journeying - of seeking to grow 
into the future by remembering the past - indeed, a unity of the past, present 
and future. We are called to grow in faith, and I do believe that religious 
journeying with the aid of our Christian calendar is hugely beneficial if we 
allow it to be. Before my ordination, I was asked to lead Sunday worship in a 
United Reformed church. When I asked what the theme would be, I was told 
that it was Father’s Day! As it was actually Trinity Sunday, I decided that it was 
probably a better bet to go for the latter - and God the Father would provide 
the link. I know....the Blessed Trinity......hopefully people found something 
comprehensible in what I said!

There is a remarkable account of a pilgrimage made in the third century to 
the Holy Land by a nun called Egeria. This redoubtable traveller, probably 
from Spain, travelled an almost heroic journey, certainly a dangerous one, to 
visit the holy places. There she experienced Lent and Holy Week, and wrote 
(probably for her sisters) a moving account in great detail. We know from 
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Egeria that even at this early date the pattern of remembrance of the Lord’s 
forty days in the wilderness and the solemn celebration of the events of the 
Passion, Death and Resurrection of Jesus were part of Christian journeying 
through prayerful recollection.

As we enter Lent, may we all seek through our own observances to deepen 
our understanding of the great love given so freely to each one of us by Jesus. 
William Walsham Howe eloquently expressed this in a well known children’s 
hymn:

It is a thing most wonderful,
almost too wonderful to be,
that God’s own Son should come from heaven,
and die to save a child like me.

I sometimes think about the cross,
and shut my eyes, and try to see
the cruel nails and crown of thorns
and Jesus crucified for me.

But even could I see him die,
I could but see a little part
of that great love, which, like a fire,
is always burning in his heart.

And yet I want to love thee, Lord;
O light the flame within my heart,
and I will love thee more and more,
until I see thee as thou art.

Whilst the language might be dated, nevertheless the ultimate truth for us 
that Christ’s past is truly also our present and future.

With love and blessings,
Michael 

FrOM ThE VIcar’S DESK

Thank you! A belated huge thank you to all who made our celebration of 
Christmas so memorable, certainly for me as the new person. From our Advent 
Service of Light onwards, I felt greatly blest to be part of our shared ministry 
of proclaiming the Gospel in so many different ways to the thousands of 
people who passed through our church during December. We welcomed over 
200 to our first Cuckfield Nativity (and yes, it is true that when I entered the 
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church ten minutes beforehand there was no one there!). But from then to 
all of the Christmas services, I would like to sincerely thank Andrew and the 
choir, Michele and the band, our ringers, sides people, indefatigable wardens, 
Gill in the office, Hilary, Ros and all who contributed so much.

The Christmas Tree Festival What an amazing result! The highest ever 
result in the thirteen year history of the festival - over £13,000 in total and 
over £6,000. to our partner charity this year, Chestnut Tree House Hospice 
for children. The church looked staggering, a tribute to all who decorated 
the nearly 80 trees so imaginatively. Of course, behind the smooth running 
of such a festival are many people who contributed so generously. Members 
of the congregation provided wonderful refreshments, excellently organised 
by Sarah; the almost continual programme of varied music by many artists 
masterminded by Suzanne; but most of all to our great committee led by Sue 
Towns. The amount of work and skills on so many fronts is a huge tribute to 
their great team work and talents on many fronts.

Ash Wednesday falls very early this year, on February 10th...... and we 
will mark the start of Lent with our normal Wednesday 10.15am Holy 
Communion and a Sung Eucharist at 7.30pm. Both will have to 
opportunity for people (who wish to) to receive the sign of the cross in ash as 
a reminder of our mortality and of our Lenten journey with Jesus. I will also 
be saying the Book of Common Prayer Litany at 10.00am if anyone 
cares to join me. The Litany is the most venerable part of our Anglican liturgy 
- indeed, the first introduced in English. Quite apart from the historical aspect, 
it is a prayerful focusing on human life.

Palm Crosses Just a reminder to bring last year’s palm crosses back before 
Ash Wednesday so that we have ash! There will be a box by the north door 
for them. Many thanks.

Our Lenten Journey We will be presenting the opportunity to journey 
through Lent using the diocesan course on five consecutive Wednesday 
evenings in the Old School starting on February 17th at 7.30pm The 
Lent Course is entitled ‘Opening Doors,’ and is written by people within 
the diocese from different traditions as follows:

Session 1: Opening doors of mercy 
Session 2: Opening doors of prayer
Session 3: Opening doors of witness 
Session 4: Opening doors of service
Session 5: Opening doors to the future
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Please do come if you can. There will be short acts of worship to start and 
close each session together with the opportunity for discussion. As with the 
first, all will start at 7.30pm

Visiting Preacher We will be welcoming the Reverend Canon Gill Behenna 
to preach on Sunday 28th February at the 9.45. Gill has an outstanding 
ministry to the deaf, having served in the Exeter and Bristol dioceses and 
much in demand for her expertise. Gill and I have known each other since I 
was thirteen! 

Serving in worship After consultation with the Youth Team and PCC we 
will be reintroducing servers at the 9.45 Eucharist. It has been felt that we 
need to offer young people and others the opportunity for another form 
of involvement in our worship. Please do talk to me if you are interested. 
Soren Kierkegaard, the 19th century Danish philosopher, liked to say that 
if worship is a drama, then God alone is the audience. Liturgy involves us 
all - congregation, band, greeters, ringers, readers, clergy, choir, servers et al. 
It is something we offer to God together. (The Greek word leitourgia actually 
means ‘work of the people’.) 

a PraYEr FOr LENT
O God of earth and altar,
  bow down and hear our cry;
our earthly rulers falter,
  our people drift and die;
the walls of gold entomb us,
  the swords of scorn divide.
Take not thy thunder from us,
  but take away our pride.
From all that terror teaches,
  from lies of tongue and pen
from all the easy speeches
  that comfort cruel men,
from sale and profanation
  of honour and the sword,
from sleep and from damnation, 
  deliver us, good Lord!

G.K. Chesterton 1874-1936
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UrGENT: FrEEZING TEMPEraTUrES hIT IraQ 

A mESSAgE FrOm CAnOn AnDrEW WHiTE, ‘THE 
ViCAr OF BAgHDAD’

I have just returned from the most harrowing visit ever 
in Iraq. The internally displaced people I met in the 
north of the country, many of them Christians, have no 
proper homes. Those considered “fortunate” live in disused 
military trailers or in tents provided by the UNHCR. Food 
is in limited supply, provided by international NGOs, and a 
harsh winter has already arrived. 

The Foundation for Relief and Reconciliation in the Middle 
East (FRRME) is partnering with Samara’s Aid Appeal to send 
urgently needed winter aid to Iraq where an estimated 8.2 
million people need humanitarian assistance, of which 3.7 
million are children. With sub-zero temperatures recently 
recorded, what is needed most of all is winter clothes. 

A mESSAgE FrOm SAmArA LEVy, FOunDEr OF 
SAmArA’S AiD APPEAL

Snow has been falling in Northern Iraq where some of the 3.2 
million internally displaced people (IDP) are sheltering from 
Islamic State and the continuing conflict. In recent weeks, 
temperatures have dropped as low as -11 degrees but despite 
this, many children don’t even have shoes.

Many of the camps in the Kurdistan region of Northern Iraq 
have been flooded by heavy rain and people are struggling to 
cope with the wet, freezing weather. Tarpaulins have been used 
to reinforce leaking tents and to cover missing walls, doors 
and windows of buildings being used as makeshift homes. Our 
partners on the ground recently visited camps and settlements 
in Kurdistan and reported that children were sleeping on wet, 
muddy floors. 

Many Iraqis will die this winter from lack of basic items including 
warm clothes, shoes, bedding and poor hygiene provision.
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NEW YEar’S UPDaTE FrOM caNON aNDrEW WhITE

I have not long returned from Erbil in Northern Iraq. For the 
first time I was able to see the real, life-changing work of Dr Sarah 
Ahmed, FRRME’s Director of Operations in Iraq. i thought i 
had seen problems and difficulties in iraq but i have 
never seen anything like what i encountered on my 
last visit to Erbil.

The Internally Displaced People (IDP) living in camps in 
Erbil, many of them Christian, have nothing. They have no 
proper homes. Those who are considered “fortunate” live in 
disused military trailers, or tents provided by the UNHCR. 
Food is in short supply and is given out by international NGOs, 
including FRRME. It is truly a desperate situation. 

Donations can be made to FRRME via www.frrme.org or via Just Giving. Ed.

a POPULar PhENOMENON : 
chIchESTEr LUNchTIME cONcErTS

“It is five minutes past one on almost any Tuesday in term time. 
A visitor to the Cathedral walks through the west door and finds 
the nave and side aisles packed with people.  Friendly stewards 
immediately offer a welcoming smile and a programme. Coffee 
is served to anyone who asks by a team of enthusiastic helpers, 
and there is a gentle hum of chattering voices throughout 
the building. A steady stream of visitors continues to enter, 
interrupted only by the unmistakeable red-blazered crocodile 
of choristers being ushered on their way to lunch after their 
morning rehearsal.

“The Cathedral falls silent as a figure appears in the pulpit, 
signalling the start of a ritual that has been a part of the Chichester 
music scene for nearly fifty years, and is the envy of many. The 
Tuesday Lunchtime Concert Series now attracts never less than 
five hundred people each week, many arriving over an hour 
before the concert begins in order to guarantee a good seat. 
They come from Chichester and the outlying district, and even 
Hampshire and Surrey. Lunch boxes, cushions, newspapers all 
appear as friends meet up in the informal atmosphere that is 
just one of the concerts’ hallmarks.



11

“The quality of the performances is another defining 
characteristic of the Chichester Lunchtime  series. The current 
director of the series, Assistant Organist Timothy Ravalde, is 
meticulous in ensuring that the calibre is as high as possible 
given the budgetary constraints that govern the series. His aim 
is to ensure that each termly season has a sufficient variety of 
instruments and programmes, whilst at the same time retaining 
a broad and still popular formula.

“There will always be two or three organ recitals, a similar 
number of pianists alongside more mixed ensembles. 
Charterhouse, Lancing and Chichester College are always 
popular, and Chichester Symphony Orchestra and the University 
of Chichester Chamber Orchestra are frequent visitors. Some 
soloists have been playing in the series for several years, while 
some are younger performers who value the experience of 
playing for a large and appreciative audience. The reputation 
of the series amongst performers is high, and there is never any 
shortage of performers eager to appear.

“Behind the scenes, Steven Holloway welcomes the artists 
when they arrive to rehearse in the mornings  and ensures 
there is a team available to greet the audience and hand out 
programmes. Tania Ahern in the Liturgy and Music Department 
looks after the publicity, programme and artist liaison, and the 
vergers make sure there are enough seats in place each week.

“By 2pm, the concert is over and the audience make their way 
from the Cathedral, having enjoyed another high class fifty 
minutes of music free of charge. Many make comments as 
they leave, always appreciative, sometimes gently critical if the 
programme wasn’t to their liking ,but always well meaning. The 
real indicator of audience satisfaction remains, however, the 
size of the collection.”

From Chichester Cathedral Newsletter

Box see over
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EVENING cONcErT : 
THURSDAY 25th FEBRUARY @ 7.30pm
Handel  Dixit Dominus  - The Sixteen
Tickets from 01243 813595  or www.chichestercathedral.org.uk

FrEE LUNchTIME cONcErTS  
aT ThE caThEDraL IN FEBrUarY

Tuesdays 1.10pm—2pm 

2nd February maureen galea Piano 
9th February Willemijn Steenbakkers Violin 

Camilla Hessenberg Piano 
16th February Parnassian Ensemble Recorders, Cello Harpsichord 
23rd February graham Barber Organ 

Bring your sandwiches. Coffee provided. 
Retiring Collection. 

Feel free to come and go as you wish.

mArCH mAgAZinE. Please note that items for March 
need to be with the Editor by  Monday February 8th, latest. 
Thankyou.

CAKE & QuESTiOnS. “Life After Death?” is the topic for 
discussion on  in the Old School at 8.0pm  on Thursday Feb 
4th.  Do come  - whether to listen or take part – and either 
way, Enjoy the Cakes! 

LunCHTimE COnCErT Friday 5th Feb, in  Holy Trinity 
Church, 1-2pm with soup served from 12.30. Violinist Corey 
Wickens will be performing works by Mozart, Debussy and 
Bruch. Corey is a past student of Hurstpierpoint College and 
has recently been accepted onto the Liverpool Philharmonic 
Professional Experience Scheme.

HAyWArDS HEATH muSiC SOCiETy Saturday 20 Feb @ 
7.45 pm Haywards Heath Methodist Church, Perrymount 
Rd, Virtuoso cellists Pavlos Carvalho and Sarah Carvalho-
Dubost are joined by Elena Nalimova (piano) for an evening 

Quik Notes
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of romantic chamber music. Tickets: £12 Reductions for 
concessions and members. Further info  Christine Colbourne:  
HH 456227, or www.haywardsheathmusicsociety.org.uk

ADVAnCE nOTiCE March 12th, 7.30pm Holy Trinity 
Church, Cuckfield. “The Lament for Jerusalem” The Victoria 
Consort, one of the finest choral ensembles in the South East, 
will present a musical meditation on the ancient liturgies of 
Holy Week including music by Gabrieli, Byrd and others.

Quik Notes continued

ThE MOThErS’ UNION aGM

The Mothers’ Union Annual General Meeting took place in the 
Lady Chapel on 11th January 2016.  It commenced with prayer 
and was chaired by the Vicar, Revd. Michael Maine.   A review of 
the past year’s activities was given by Valerie Poxon as Branch 
Leader, and she also read the Treasurer’s report which had been 
prepared by Christina Fitzsimmons.   Michael thanked Valerie 
warmly for all she had done as Branch Leader and this was 
appreciated by the twelve members present.

The officers for the coming year were proposed and seconded.   
Valerie has completed her term of six years as Branch Leader 
and Ros Thunder had been approached asking if she would 
be willing to take on the leadership once again.   We are all 
delighted that Ros has agreed, and Valerie will take over the role 
of Secretary.   We are grateful too that Christina will continue as 
our Branch Treasurer.

Michael commented favourably about supporting work and 
events which were planned for 2016, and then spoke about the 
fellowship of love which the Mothers’ Union works to generate 
world wide and in particular as a small group within Holy 
Trinity Church and the wider community.

The meeting closed with the Mothers’ Union prayer and the Grace.

Heather Hollis
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aS I rEMEMBEr 

It was in April 1968 that Cuckfield  Pre-school Playgroup  was 
started.. It began when a member of The Young Wives, who had 
two young boys, felt that something was needed in Cuckfield 
where very young children could mix with others in preparation 
for  school.

With a loan of £30 from a father, a committee was formed and 
they were off! It wasn’t easy; £30 didn’t go far, so they had to 
improvise and work with what they had. The ‘Activity Table’ was 
a large piece of chipboard, supported by four chairs.  Painting 
was done on high hall tables and paint pots were cream cartons, 
with paper taken from obsolete wallpaper pattern books. Baby 
baths served as sand and water play containers and building 
blocks were shaped off-cuts of wood, cut and sanded, again by 
one of the fathers. Small squares of matting were cut for the 
children to sit on to drink their milk and for story time. 

One of the mothers walked to Haywards Heath and back once 
a month with her push chair (no space on buses then) to stock 
up on necessary toiletries because she had a Boots discount 
card - every little helped cash-wise! We had the usual fund 
raising Jumble Sales and Coffee Mornings. One unusual event 
was a Sherry Morning held at Mytten House. The proceeds 
bought our climbing frame.

Gradually, things became easier. The mats were replaced by 
chairs, Jim Towner made two large easels and small tables were 
made.

In those days we didn’t have the restrictions there are today, 
just a visit from the District Nurse once a month! A session 
from 9.30–12.00 cost 2s 6d (12 p today). There were two paid 
staff (15 shillings a week each) and one mother helping in turn.

I take my hat off to those pioneering mothers who worked 
so hard to make the playgroup what it became. We were very 
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respected  in the area – people wanting to start new groups  
elsewhere were sometimes brought to see us -  and the 
playgroup experience made starting school so much easier for 
the children. 

I was Supervisor for 6 years until we moved away and I loved 
every minute of it and can tell so many stories…

Nancy Towner

In the early days the Playgroup met in the former Church Room in Church Platt. 
Does anyone know in which year the playgroup moved to the former youth club 
hut in London Lane,  now Cuckfield Village Hall ?? Ed.

For the second part of the Autumn Half Term the Friday night Clubs 
produced another special wreath for the Remembrance Day Service 
and the following week at the end of November saw some 20 + 
members enjoy an off site visit to The Crawley Bowl. Next up a focus 
upon some squad challenges produced a solid effort from each one, 
however in the last week of term the St Patrick’s Squad excelled in the 
Xmas Quiz and consolidated their leading position as overall Winners 
for the term (WELL DONE).

A Xmas Party was enjoyed by young people and Leaders – with the 
next week seeing the Club in the High Street manning it’s stall for the 
Xmas Shopping Festival serving Hot Chocolate, selling Cookies and 
Cup Cakes with a Tombola and Lucky Dip – all of which were well 
supported.

Planning for the Spring Term has been undertaken by the Young 
Leaders and Adult Helpers with a varied programme organised to 
include a number of new activities – watch this “space”.

Shelley has now been appointed on a fixed term contract for Lisa’s 
Maternity Cover until the end of September.

ENDINGS... aND BEGINNINGS
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At Warden Park After School Club the term concluded with a mix of 
activities and games for the end of term party the highlight of which 
was Christmas DINGBATS - ie to work out the Festive expression or 
description in the Cryptic picture or jumbled word clues:-

Tofrankuch = Frankinsense

PRES   ENTS = Open presents

A3 tortilla A4 = Wrap in paper

The day was saved by the consumption of Gingerbread Men brought 
in by the Hough twins.

Again a full programme of activity has been planned from 13th January 
to embrace “Exploring”; “Be kind to Parents”; “Terrorism/Trump”; 1st 
Times Crossword anniversary and Cartoons/Propaganda.

Adult Helpers are still required to assist the Clubs, particularly on 
Friday Nights – please contact Marlene or Rod if interested.

Rod Montague

FaMILY SUPPOrT WOrK

Having celebrated our 125th Anniversary over the past year, our 
focus now is to drive forward with new projects and strengthen 
the team so that we can rise to the challenges that the families 
of Sussex face in the 21st century.

Following the closure of Knowles Tooth we were granted 
planning permission for the building to revert to private 
dwellings. Once sold, the capital will be used to increase the 
number of support workers and play workers on the team.

WhaT FSW DOES

FSW works through a team of professionally qualified family 
support workers (all our support workers are either qualified 
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social workers  or health visitors) focusing on the needs of the 
family to ensure that every child reaches their potential. This 
is done through a combination of practical and emotional 
support. Practical support includes advice and assistance with 
forms and appointments, physical help with food boxes, support 
with fuel bills, and emotional support through listening and 
giving time. FSW often takes the role of lead agency with the 
families we work with. We stay with a family for the medium 
to long term to ensure they are able stable and have adequate 
coping mechanisms within the family unit to prevent the family 
entering into “crisis.”

We also offer a range of therapeutic activities and holidays 
through the work of the Play Team. Referrals are made by a 
wide range of organisations, including GPs, schools, Health 
Visitors and Churches. In the past year, FSW worked with over 
1250 children.

VOLUNTEErS

Be it fundraising or cooking, play or 1-1 family support, 
whatever our volunteers do, they do it with dedication and 
determination to ensure that the very best standards are 
maintained for the families we work with.  Our team of private 
and corporate volunteers enable the Association to reach 
further into the communities we work in and add real value to 
their work. Our parish project in Worthing and the community 
projects We Love Families in Bognor, require volunteers for 
Messy Play and Homework Club.

PLaYWOrK

Over 1000 children came to our Playwork activities! From 
face painting to jewellery making, 1-1 intensive sessions to 
100 children at a time. FSW playworkers see the challenging 
behavious disappear  from the children as together with their 
families, they start to enjoy the fun things that really do make a 
difference to their lives. Play wipes away the cares and gives the 
children the chance to be just that – children.

FUNDraISING

As always the Deanery Committees are at the forefront when 
it comes to supporting FSW. This year (2014/5) the Deaneries 
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contributed just over a third of the income we need to keep 
the team working with children. We are very grateful to them 
for the amazing commitment they have to FSW. We are also 
grateful to the support of the Bug Lottery Fund and Children in 
Need, the Joel Trust, Chichester DBF and many others for their 
continued support.

Wise Book Shop in Seaford continues to grow our support in 
the town and we hope to be able to build on this in the coming 
year. All of our income is voluntary and without this goodwill, 
FSW would not be able to deliver its services. Our thanks to 
everyone who contributes to our work.

NEW FOr 2016

Look out for our new Charity Shops as we start to grow our 
income to allow new projects to start up. We are planning to 
open charity shops across Sussex starting with Eastbourne.

From early 2016 the office address will be Garton House, 22 
Stanford Avenue, Brighton BN16AA.

From FSW Annual Review 2014/15. Charity No. 285337

PASTORAL HELP LINES
VISITING – TRANSPORT- SUPPORT

iF yOu nEED HELP  
PLEASE ring OnE OF  
THESE VOLunTEErS

Elisabeth Dunnett ................................................... 413719
email - chelDunnett@btinternet.com

Kate Berry ............................................................... 455986
email - kate.hodkinson@talktalk.net

Robert Norris .......................................................... 453127
email - robertnorris248@btinternet.com

or you can email : care.holytrinity@btinternet.com
when transport is involved, a donation of  

40p per mile would be appreciated by your driver
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EXTracTS FrOM THE CUCKFIELD MAGAZINE 
JaNUarY aND FEBrUarY 2016

It is indeed the earnest hope of us all that before this year closes 
this terrible war may be brought to a victorious conclusion by 
a just and lasting peace.

The registers –. Of the 20 Marriages in the past year, 11 were 
what are generally known now as khaki weddings. 

The Christmas Festival –On Christmas Day itself there 
were 275 Communicants at the Parish Church. There were 
16 Communicants at Brook Street on Christmas Day, and 32 
Communicants at Ansty on St. Stephen’s Day.

Days of intercession - We shall not soon forget those three 
days with the earnest intercessions which were offered up 
throughout the length and breadth of our land, and in fact 
throughout the Empire. There was a large attendance at the 
Watch Night Service, which was very reverent and impressive. 
There was an entire absence of that feeling of levity and light-
heartedness, which formerly used to sometimes show itself, 
and very earnest prayers were offered that God would prosper 
our work upon us and that His blessing would rest upon our 
country, our loved ones, and ourselves, during this year, which 
will probably be fraught with issues of tremendous importance. 

The Casualty List – It is with great regret that we record the 
death of Jesse Gander, 60th Battery Royal Garrison Artillery, the 
result of an accident, at Barca Camp, near Roorkee, in India… 
We have also been sorry to hear that Corporal Edward McG. 
Mitchell, R.E., and Private Peter Gander have been wounded. 

Our roll of Honour – W e offer our hearty congratulations 
to Mr. Ernest Attwater, who has been granted a commission. 

The Sunday Schools – It is very satisfactory to see that there 
has been a decided increase in the number of children attending 
the Sunday School, and especially of those who come to the 
Children’s Service,. We propose to have a Games Evening for 
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the elder children at the Church Room on Tuesday, February 
15th, and a similar one for younger children on the following 
Thursday. 

The mothers’ union – It has been thought right to fall in 
with the wish of the Bishop and embody the Cuckfield Branch 
of the Mothers’ Guild in the Mothers’ Union. A meeting will be 
held in the Church Room on Tuesday, February 29th, at 3 p.m., 
at which Lady Chichester has kindly consented to speak and 
to explain the advisability of the change. A cordial invitation 
to be present is given to the members of the Cuckfield Branch 
of the Mothers’ Guild and to any mothers or those who are 
specially interested in our children. Tea will be provided, and 
at this meeting the local Branch of the Mothers’ Union will be 
formally inaugurated.

The War and Foreign missions – The Parish has pledged 
itself to support a small boy, Robert Kelika, in Central Africa 
(Universities Mission) at a cost of £7 per annum. Towards this 
sum we have so far received £3 16s. 9d. by boxes. Who will 
help to make up the difference, and who will take savings boxes 
for the year? The children have contributed the main portion of 
the sum raised. Please communicate with Rev. J. Layton.

mid-Sussex Voluntary Work Organization –A meeting 
will be held at the Vicarage on Friday, February 11th, at 6.30 
p.m., to form a Committee and to make arrangements for a 
weekly War Working Party in connection with the above 
organization . It is hoped that all those who are anxious to work 
for our Sailors and Soldiers will attend.

Pound Day – Contributions for the Royal Sussex County 
Hospital, Brighton, will be thankfully received by Miss I. 
Wrightson at the Church Room on Tuesday, February 15th, 
from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. The need is great, and any contributions 
of money, provisions, household articles, &c., will be very 
welcome. 110 beds in the Hospital are at the disposal of the 
War Office, and up to the beginning of the year no less than 
807 wounded soldiers had been treated in the Wards of the 
Hospital.
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The men’s Society – A meeting of the local Branch of the 
Church of England Men’s Society was held at the Church Room 
on Monday, January 17th, at which Mr. Herrington gave a most 
lucid and interesting lecture on Captain Scott’s Expedition to 
the South Pole. The lecture was admirably illustrated by lantern 
slides, 

FEBrUarY GarDEN NOTES

“Now crocuses come smiling through
Gold like the sun, deep lilac too,
Defying winter’s icy kiss”

This little poem seems unlikely after an incredibly wet 
December and early January reminiscent of the year 2000 but 
not with the same quantity of rain as yet. Unless you are in the 
fortunate position of possessing very well drained soil, it is best 
not to undertake any major gardening work or trample about 
on waterlogged soil. Apart from coating your footwear in clods 
of sticky mud, you are likely to cause compaction and footprint 
shaped depressions. Hopefully by February high pressure and 
along with it dry, frosty weather will have replaced the wet, 
mild stuff. 

As I write early January, many spring flowering plants have 
come into bloom a month early ( some narcissi, iris reticulata, 
pulmonaria, and daphne bholua, to name a few, were out 
before Christmas ) and there are still blooms on hardy fuchsias, 
verbenas and  bedding begonias in a sheltered spot where they 
missed the hard frost of 21st November. 

If weather permits, February is preparation time for the season 
ahead. A saying goes “Remember your 5 P’s :  Perfect Preparation 
Prevents Poor Performance”  and that is very applicable in the 
garden.

1. Book your mower, strimmer and other garden machinery 
in for servicing. Clean out water butts and greenhouse/ 
house gutters though with the current rainfall you may 
well have had to deal with them already to allow the 
torrents to escape into the drains.
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2. Finish pruning apples, pears, autumn raspberries and 
check any stored fruit, onions and potatoes you may 
have throwing out rotten ones.

3. Mulch flower borders and vegetable gardens when the 
ground isn’t waterlogged or frozen. 

4. Buy seed potatoes and chit them, sow sweet peas, 
antirrhinums and other hardy annuals. If you are a veg 
grower, plant shallots, sow Aquadulce Claudia broad 
beans, early lettuce and under cloches or fleece - radish, 
rocket, carrots and beetroot

5. Cut down any herbaceous plants with their old growth 
still intact and, towards the end of the month prune 
hybrid tea roses to 6” above ground to an outward facing 
bud and floribundas to 18’’.

Prune winter flowering Jasmine and winter heathers after 
flowers have faded, also Viburnum bodnantense, Viburnum 
tinus and Mahonias if needed. With large clumps of heathers 
a pair of shears or hedge cutter does a good job ! Treat slippery 
paths with an anti algae product. 

Lindsay Shurvell Chilling Street Nurseries, Sharpthorne.

If Candlemas day (2 February) be dry and fair
The half o’ winters to come and mair

If Candlemas day be wet and foul
The half o’ winter’s gane at Yule.

The words and lyrics of the nursery rhyme ‘If Candlemas day be dry 
and fair’ is a day on which the superstitious believe the weather can 
be predicted, as on St. Swithin’s day. Candlemas has been celebrated 
for hundreds of years and it was the custom on Candlemas Day for 
clergy to bless candles and distribute them to the people. Candlemas 
Day was therefore celebrated as the festival of candles - a bright light 
in the middle of a cold, dark winter when a lighted candle was placed 
in every window. Candlemas falls between the Winter Solstice and the 
Spring Equinox and was originally a Pagan celebration.

From ‘Nursery Rhyme lyrics, origins and history’ on web
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WarM WINTErS NOT SO hOT FOr WILDLIFE
by Mike Russell of the Sussex Wildlife Trust 

With editorial deadlines far in advance of when this article will 
actually appear in front of you, it is bit of a gamble to predict 
what will be happening to our wildlife in February, but that is 
not going to stop me from having a go.  Of course what you 
see depends on the weather in the preceding months as well as 
what is being inflicted on us at the time, plus the impact that 
climate change has on how our wildlife behaves all makes the 
whole business unpredictable.

Over the last 20 years I have kept a record of when the frogs 
arrive at my garden pond and when the first frogspawn emerges 
and it is notable that the average date has become earlier in 
that time.  With a couple of exceptions with the cold winters 
of 2010 and 2011, the frogspawn usually arrives in the first 2 
weeks of February now, whereas initially it was towards the end 
of the month.  It is not uncommon now to see butterflies on 
the wing on a warm February day, the likely candidates being 
red admiral, peacock or the butter-yellow brimstone.  If you 
see one of the first two of these species, it is likely to be an over 
wintering insect rather than a freshly emerged adult, again a 
sign of a slight increase in the average temperature.

In early December it was notable that song thrushes were 
already setting out their territorial preferences which is not so 
unusual as they are usually the first of our resident species to 
brighten up a winter day, with their beautiful song.  Of course 
robins sing throughout the winter, but their song has a different 
purpose, namely to establish and maintain a feeding territory 
which, as I am sure many of you have witnessed, they defend 
very vigorously.  Much more unusual though was to hear a 
blackbird in full song in the first week of December.  In my 
experience blackbirds only get going at the back end of February 
and the beginning of March, though in contrast to that, I have 
known a pair of blackbirds to be feeding young at Christmas!
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From mid-November, bats should be hibernating, but the 
incredibly mild autumn we have just experienced saw many 
bats out foraging in the afternoon, hoovering up the still 
plentiful insects that were flying.  Two of my colleagues were 
enjoying watching a pipistrelle bat flying around the Woods 
Mill garden early in December when there was a whoosh and 
blur of feathers and they watched it disappear in the claws of 
a sparrowhawk.  Meanwhile a number of reports of swallows 
were being received just before Christmas.

Mild winters can be a problem for our resident wildlife, as over 
thousands of years they have evolved to cope with dealing with 
the cold.  For example small tortoiseshell butterflies are affected 
in mild winters as they rely on sharp frosts to kill off parasites, 
so while we exalt at the thought of warm February sunshine, 
our wildlife is struggling to cope with the changes to their life 
cycles due to our more erratic climate.

www.sussexwildlifetrust.org.uk 

cUcKFIELD LaDIES GrOUP

We’ve already had our first meeting of the New Year at Lin 
Wood’s. We relaxed with a glass of wine and then were absorbed 
by listening to accounts of her interesting upbringing. Both her 
parents were artists and we could admire some small trinket 
boxes painted by her mother and then see some of her father’s 
work which included portraits, illustrations for children’s books 
and advertisements. We were rather in awe of such talent!

The pre-Christmas meeting was lunch at the ‘Eight Bells’ in 
Bolney, the third year we’ve been there. As before, the meal was 
excellent value and enjoyed by the many members who were 
able to go.

Jan Bryan
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February Crossword

(Answers on page 37)

cLUES acrOSS:

 1. GOD’S HOUSES (8)
 7. FOUND ON 1 ACROSS (5)
 8. GROUP OF PLAYERS (9)
 9. ANGER (3)
 10. FLOATING VESSEL (4)
 11. ANOTHER 1 ACROSS (6)
 13. PATRIARCH (6)
 14. PUTS DOWN AGAIN (6)
 17. BIBLICAL LANGUAGE (6)
 18. ANCIENT CELTIC ALPHABET (4)
 20. DENOTING LIFE (3)
 22. BIBLICAL PEOPLE (9)
 23. SCOTTISH DANCES (5)
 24. PROPHET (8)

cLUES DOWN:

 1. SIGN OF BLESSING (5)
 2. MISCHIEVIOUS BOYS (7)
 3. MUSICAL STAVE (4)
 4. BIBLICAL BOOK (6)
 5. ELF (5)
 6. ANOTHER 4 DOWN (7)
 7. SEWN TEXT (7)
 12. FOURS IN TENNIS (7)
 13. YET ANOTHER 4 DOWN (7)
 15. FOREIGN CURRENCY (7)
 16. COMPUTER ACE  (6)
 17. BIBLICAL BOOK (5)
 19. STATE OF FRENZY IN ELEPHANTS (5)
 21. LAND SURROUNDED BY WATER (4)

1 2 3 4 5 6

7

8

9

10 11

12

13 14 15

16

17 18 19

20 21

22

23

24
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Items carried in the Cuckfield Parish Magazine do not necessarily represent the views 
of Holy Trinity PCC, the Vicar or the Editorial Team. The Editorial Team reserves the 
right to decline to publish any item or to amend or shorten material for that reason 
we do not accept copy in PDF or  file formats other than Word. 

We are very pleased that the parish magazine is seen as a good vehicle for advertising by local 
traders and others but readers must accept that the Editors do not vouch for or in any way 
warrant the individuals, organisations, products or services advertised here.

PASTORAL 
HELP LINES

VISITING – TRANSPORT- SUPPORT
iF yOu nEED HELP  

PLEASE ring OnE OF  
THESE VOLunTEErS

Elisabeth Dunnett .................413719 
email - chelDunnett@btinternet.com

Kate Berry..............................455986 
email - kate.hodkinson@talktalk.net

Robert Norris.........................453127 
email - robertnorris248@btinternet.com

or you can email : care.holytrinity@btinternet.com
when transport is involved, a donation of  

40p per mile would be appreciated by your driver
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What’s on Around Cuckfield...

The master pages (including adverts) used to print this magazine can be 
viewed at www.holytrinitycuckfield.org/directory/parish-magazine/ 

Mid Sussex Alzheimers 
Support Group 
Carer’s Monthly 
Meetings

1st Monday of the month from 7 to 9pm.
Held at “Age Concern” (adjacent to Clair Hall),  
Perrymount Road, Haywards Heath. For further 
details contact The Alzheimers Society on 01403 
750485 or 01403 213017 (Monday to Friday)

Friendship Club  Ansty 
Village Hall

2.30 to 4pm on 1st Tuesday in month. Please 
come, have a cuppa and cake and a natter. 
Enquiries 413061. 

 Ansty Village Hall   CARD & TABLE GAMES. The third Thursday 
of the month at Ansty Village Hall, from 2 – 4 
including tea and cake £2. Not a serious card 
school – much laughter. Tel 413061

Wednesday 24 
February 
Ansty Garden Club

“Life above a Railway Tunnel” by David Porter, 
he lives in the property above Clayton Tunnel 
and manages to garden there as well. Ansty 
Garden Club meets in the Village Hall at 7.45pm 
on the last Wednesday of the month with a 
varied programme of events including speakers, 
outings, plant sales etc. Members’ subscription 
is £8 per year. Visitors are charged £2 per 
evening visit. Refreshments and raffle at small 
cost. New members always welcome. For more 
details contact Chairperson : Derry Bailleaux or 
Secretary: Suzanne Mace – 01444 459151

Tuesday 1st March 
New England Wood 
Trust

The Annual Public Meeting will take place in 
Cuckfield the parish office of the Queen’s Hall 
promptly at 8.15pm. This is an opportunity for 
the people of Cuckfield to meet the trustees and 
hear the Chairman’s report on the management 
of the wood. All welcome Enquiries 01444 
457844
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Regular events
Bellringers Friday evenings 7.45–9.15pm.

choir Choir practice Friday evenings 7.30–8.45pm. (There are 
no practices during August)

InSpire Youth club Friday evenings (term time only) in the Old School (South Door). 
Years 5-7 from 7.00 - 8.30pm.
Year 8 and above from 8.00 - 9.30pm
£1 subs, activities, games, friendship and much more.

holy Trinity 
Mens Group

Wednesday 17th February – Bowling at the Crawley Bowl.
For more information contact Clive Simmonds 01444 
454481 or email: clivesimmonds@btinternet.com

home Groups Alternate Thursday Evenings (2 groups), 8pm call Clive & 
Isobel Simmonds 01444 454481
Tuesday, 8.00pm (in term time). David and Ros 
Thunder, Wayfarers, South Street, Tel. 417103.

Prayer Group 16 February 10am in The Lady Chapel           
Tel. Margaret Walker 454272. 

Mothers’ Union 9 February  10am – Lent meditations Shirley Rawlins
9 February 10.30am Shriving Service St. Barnabas, Pound Hill
13 February  Marriage Workshop Lunch, The Old School
25th February 11-11.45am Wave of Prayer  
Please contact Ros Thunder 417103 for more details     

Little Ones church 
Service

Come for a story, some songs and a prayer. All welcome.  
Please contact Catherine Snashall for more details  01444 
454712 or 07775932823.

aNSWErS TO FEBrUarY  crOSSWOrD 

ACROSS: 1.CHURCHES 7.SPIRE 8.ORCHESTRA 9.IRE 10.SHIP 11.TEMPLE 
13.NESTOR 14.RELAYS 17.HEBREW 18.OGAM 20.BIO 22.EPHESIANS 23.REELS 
24.JEREMIAH

DOWN: 1.CROSS 2.URCHINS 3.CLEF 4.ESTHER 5.PIXIE 6.GENESIS 7.SAMPLER 
12.DOUBLES 13.NUMBERS 15.AFGHANI 16.TECHIE 17.HOSEA 19.MUSTH 
21.ISLE
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Regular events (contined)
royal British Legion 
(Women’s Section)

24 February - “My Delights” Evelyn Stenning

Meetings take place at 2.30pm in The Old School, Cuckfield

cuckfield crafts 
and Market

For information or to book contact Beverley Smith 01444 
440274 or Jane Ravell 01444 451454 

cuckfield Local 
Market

9.30am to 12.30pm. Food Market at The Talbot, High 
Street, Cuckfield

cuckfield Evening 
Flower club

12 February – ‘Ancient & Modern’ Gaenor Circus
There will be no meeting in January

cuckfield Ladies 
Group

Tuesday 2nd February 10.30am Coffe Morning at 
Rosemary Viccari’s.

Please contact Jan Bryan (414891) for more details.

Solo Lunch The next Solo Lunch will be on Sunday 14 . Tickets are 
available from the church office. Cost £5.

cuckfield 
Evening WI

16 February ‘Gongoozling for Beginners’ Neil Sadler

Meetings take place at 8pm in the Old School.

Fro
m

 t
h

e 

Registers

hOLY BaPTISM
Grace Elizabeth GROOM
Jocelyn Anne STEWART
Edie-Rose Bella SUMMERS

hOLY MaTrIMONY
Liam Craig HODGSON & Emma Victoria DUKE
Daniel Charles NICHOLAS & Jennie Clare HATTON

IN MEMOrIaM
Brian Philip GEHLCKEN Aged 77
James SWAIN Aged 68
Canstance Mary CLARKE Aged 87
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February 2016 Calendar & Readings for sunday services
SUNDaY 7 FEBrUarY – SUNDaY BEFOrE LENT
 8.00am Holy Communion 
    Exodus 34: 29-end; 2 Corinthians 3: 12-4:2; 
   Luke 9: 28-36
 9.45am Family Service
 11.00am Holy Communion (Traditional Language) 
   2 Corinthians 3: 12-4:2; Luke 9: 28-36
 6.00pm Evensong 
   Exodus 3: 1-6; John 12: 27-36a

WEDNESDaY 10 FEBrUarY – aSh WEDNESDaY
 10.15am Holy Communion with Imposition of Ashes 
 7.30pm Holy Communion with Imposition of Ashes
   Joel 2: 1-2, 12-17; 2 Corinthians 5: 20b-6:10; 
   Matthew 6: 1-6, 16-21

SUNDaY 14 FEBrUarY – FIrST SUNDaY OF LENT
 9.00am Holy Communion  
   Deuteronomy 26: 1-11; Romans 10: 8b-13; 
   Luke 4: 1-13
 9.45am Service of Remembrance 
 6.00pm Evening Communion

SUNDaY 21 FEBrUarY – SEcOND SUNDaY IN LENT
 8.00am Holy Communion 
   As 9.45am
 9.45am Parish Communion 
   Genesis 15: 1-12, 17-18; Philippians 3: 17-4: 1; 
   Luke 13: 31-end
 6.00pm Evensong 
   Jeremiah 22: 1-9, 13-17; John 6: 27-40

SUNDaY 28 FEBrUarY – ThIrD SUNDaY IN LENT
 8.00am Holy Communion (Traditional Language) 
   As 9.45am
 9.45am Parish Communion 
   Isaiah 55: 1-9; 1 hians 10: 1-13; 
   Luke 13: 1-9
 6.00pm Evensong 
   Genesis 28: 10-19a; John 1: 35-end
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Holy trinity Cuckfield

SUNDaY SErVIcES  &  MaJOr FESTIVaLS
FOr ThE MONTh

(SEE INSIDE)

WEEKDaY SErVIcES – NOrMaLLY IN ThE LaDY chaPEL 
 Monday 9.00am Morning Prayer 

 Wednesday 10.15am Holy Communion 

  5.00pm Evening Prayer

 Thursday 9.00am Holy Communion

 Friday 11.00am Holy Communion, BCP

 Saturday 9.00am Morning Prayer

FOr chILDrEN - IN ThE OLD SchOOL – SUNDaYS

 Noah’s Arkages  0 to 3

 Children’s Churchages  3 to 10

 Pathfinders action for 11 to 13 year olds.

except for 1st Sunday of each month when all join the Family Service

and during the school summer holidays.

for details of weekday youth activities see regular events

NEWcOMErS aND VISITOrS arE MOST WELcOME 

cOME aND SEE!  

JOIN US FOr cOFFEE IN ThE OLD SchOOL 

aFTEr 9.45 SErVIcES 

Michael Maine, Vicar


