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Dear Friends,

At all of our regular worship, readings from the Bible are an important part 
of drawing us towards God. They help us to think of God’s dealings with 
creation and humanity in a vivid way. The readings are not random; those at 
Morning and Evening Prayer are laid down for us in a lectionary – a schema 
used by the Anglican Communion throughout the world - whilst those used 
at the Eucharist largely follow the same two and three-year cycles used by 
the Roman Catholic Church. Until the Second Vatican Council in the early 
1960s, the range of Biblical readings in Catholic liturgy was fairly limited, but 
that great renewal of theology and liturgy started by Pope St. John XXIII had 
a profound effect on the whole of the Western Church. Thus, all mainstream 
Western Churches use readings for Sunday worship largely based on that 
brought about by Vatican II – a reminder of our common heritage.

One of the joys of daily worship is the working through books of the Bible 
fairly systematically. We are currently reading through the story of King 
David in 1 & 2 Samuel, and I am reminded what an extraordinary account 
it is. No similar ancient biography can compare to it for richness of detail or 
drama – there is certainly nothing to compare to it in the Old Testament. The 
account of David’s life contains elements which resound with life in our 21st 
century – murder, treachery, adultery, political power – you name it, and this 
vivid story displays it. It is a story set 3,000 years ago and yet it is an account 
of today. In other words, it is worth picking up your Bible to read!

At Mirfield we were very fortunate to have a splendid lecturer at Leeds 
University for our ‘Hebrew Scriptures’ module –Dr Johanna Stiebert. She 
introduced us to an excellent book dealing with the story of David – one 
which tries to imagine the way in which the account was put together from 
different sources (which is obvious when you read through it). The book is by 
the East German dissident, Stefan Heym, and called ‘The King David Report’. 

A quite brilliant imagining of how a scribe called Ethan is commissioned by 
King Solomon to write the official history of his father’s reign, it is an exciting 
and thought-provoking novel of great power. Heim himself writes of his book 
that ‘opinions might differ on the question whether The King David Report 
is to be considered a historical novel or a biblical one, or a story of today, 
charged with political meaning. To me, it is all three.’ 

Heim was an interesting character. He emigrated from his native Germany 
to America during the Nazi era, serving with distinction in the U.S. forces in 
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Europe during the Second World War. However, he became disenchanted 
with the American way of life during the Korean War and returned to East 
Germany where he continued writing as a dissident in that repressive regime 
until he was elected as a member of the German Parliament following 
reunification.

The importance of The King David Report (and I have a copy if any one wishes 
to borrow it, and it is still obtainable through Amazon, etc.) is that Heim 
captures the relevance of the Bible in his account, which shows us that it is as 
vibrant and vivid a message today as it has ever been –perhaps more so. In 
the turbulent times in which we live, the Bible is an anchor of love.

One of our great desires as Christians should be sharing the riches of the Bible 
with those who know nothing of its glory, particularly in the way in which it 
reveals to humanity the pathway to Jesus Christ -  who is the Way, the Truth 
and the Life.

With love and blessings,
Michael 

From the Vicar’s Desk
Thanks My dear friends, I am writing this whilst still recovering from the 
unexpected bout of severe double-pneumonia – something I am anxious never 
to repeat! No-one was more surprised to end up in hospital, as I did; but I have 
been greatly strengthened by your cards, letters and prayers. Indeed, I have been 
humbled by your kindness. Day by day I am regaining my strength and so I hope 
that by the time you read this letter I will be preparing to resume our shared 
ministry. Again – many thanks.

Canterbury We have our trip to Canterbury on Monday 12th September and 
I hope this will be a rewarding experience for all who are attending. The visit will 
include the opportunity for our Eucharist in the crypt, time to pray for our parish 
as well as experience some social time in and around the mother church of the 
Anglican Communion – so, it promises to be a very pleasant day. At the time of 
writing there are eight tickets left (£20 each, to include coffee and biscuits). The 
coach leaves from Whiteman’s Green Car park at 8.00 a.m., and we should 
be back between 4.00-5.00 p.m. Please apply for any remaining tickets to Gill in 
the Parish Office (cheques payable to Holy Trinity Cuckfield PCC, please).

Choral Workshop You will find details in the porch and elsewhere of a choral 
workshop taking place in the church on Saturday 24th September when 
people are invited to sing the Nelson Mass by Haydn. A free performance will 
then take place in the evening and I know that all are welcome to either sing or 
listen!  All proceeds will go towards church funds.
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Harvest Our Harvest Festival will take place on the 2nd October when we 
welcome gifts towards Family Support Work – so tinned or dried food, tea, 
coffee, etc. We will also celebrate with a Barn Dance on the Saturday night (1st 
October) in church. Details will be found later in this magazine.

Please pray: For the Reverend Christopher Powell, to be inducted as Vicar of 
Wivelsfield on Thursday 22nd September; for the Reverend Sarah Upchurch, to be 
licenced as Associate Vicar at the Ascension Haywards Heath on Thursday 29th 
September; and Ann MacGregor as she takes up her role as new head teacher at 
Holy Trinity School.

the Parish maGaZiNe
For the foreseeable future, we shall be operating with a rota of duty editors taking 
it in turn to edit the magazine, covering for each other’s absences. 

To help with this, we have introduced a new email address: 

duty-editor@holytrinitycuckfield.org
Mail to this address will forward to whoever is the editor for the month, and 
we would encourage all our contributors to start using this address, please, 
as the quickest and easiest way to reach the editor of the month. Replies to 
you will come from the real person who is on duty, however!
We hope this will work seamlessly for us all and, in the meantime, can we say 
copy date for the October edition of the magazine will, as usual, be MONDAY 
5TH SePTeMBer.

The Editorial Team

PASTORAL HELP LINES
VISITING – TRANSPORT- SUPPORT

IF YOU NeeD HeLP  
PLeASe rING ONe OF  
THeSe VOLUNTeerS

Elisabeth Dunnett ................................................... 413719
email - chelDunnett@btinternet.com

Kate Berry ............................................................... 455986
email - kate.hodkinson@talktalk.net

Robert Norris .......................................................... 453127
email - robertnorris248@btinternet.com

or you can email : care.holytrinity@btinternet.com
when transport is involved, a donation of  

40p per mile would be appreciated by your driver
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sermoN sPot

On Sunday 7th August, the Parish was privileged to have The Rt 
Revd Alan Chesters, former Bishop of Blackburn (now Assistant 
Bishop in the Dioceses of Southwark, Chichester and Europe), as 
visiting President and Preacher at the 11.00 a.m. Eucharist. Here is 
an edited version of his sermon on the text Hebrews 11 v1.

Faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen.

The media often reminds us that in Britain we live in a multi faith 
society. But I wonder, if in the interests of brevity, the media confuse 
faith with religion, so for example our church schools are now 
grouped with Jewish and Moslem schools as faith schools. The media 
is usually talking about different religions. Faith and religion are not 
the same although they are obviously related. A religion has three 
distinguishing features. It engages in worship and it has a code of 
behaviour but overarching these is faith, belief in God. For Christians 
our faith is in God, uniquely revealed to humanity in Jesus Christ. 

Faith is religion’s driving force. The writer of the letter to the Hebrews 
helpfully defines faith as “the assurance of things hoped for”. As Bishop 
Tom Wright comments “faith is looking at God and trusting in him 
for everything, while hope is looking at the future and trusting God 
for it. Faith gives hope assurance. Without faith in God hope is mere 
optimism”. Concepts like faith, hope and love can be understood 
in practical examples. The parable of the Good Samaritan spells out 
what love involves. Speaking of faith, the writer of Hebrews asks us to 
think of Abraham, the father of Israel who left his home and set out 
for he knew not where. Abraham set out, trusting in God.  He and his 
fellow patriarchs trusted god even though the odds seemed stacked 
against them. Their faith in God not only enabled them to take risks 
but to press on in adversity. Their conviction in the power of God was 
the driving force of their lives.

The gospels make it very clear that Jesus knew that his followers 
would be called to make sacrifices if they were to follow in his way. 
The Christian badge is a cross. As Robert Runcie put it “At the heart 
of our faith is a cross and not as in some religions an eternal calm”. 
As Christians face physical and mental persecution today, we must 
take courage from Jesus’ words in our gospel “Fear not little flock for 
it is the father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom”. As we press 
on our calling is to translate our faith into faithfulness – to follow 
in his way. It is in part to keep that faith alive that Christ gave us his 
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church where in our worship, prayer and our fellowship together we 
are strengthened. The church community should provide an oasis 
in a stormy sea. We don’t know what tomorrow will bring. Looking 
at Jesus as we meet him in the gospel we see that following him 
means responding to need. Christian discipleship means taking risks.  
Problems are to be seen as challenges for it is in a cross that we see 
the true glory of God in whom we put our trust. We need a living 
faith which becomes so part of our life that hope and love flow from 
it when the moment comes. 

Pray that when the Lord comes he finds us prepared, ready to go 
where he would lead us. 

Bishop Alan Chesters

The CuCkfield SoCieTy
www.cuckfield.org

The Cuckfield Society’s 11th Village Show:
Saturday, 10 September – 2.00-4.30 p.m.

It is not too late to enter - pick up a Schedule at the Wealden Stores, 
Sussex Crafts, High St PO or Cuckfield Pet & Country Store.  

The categories are: Horticulture, Food & Drink, Art & Photography, 
Floral Art, Crafts and there are categories for Pre-Schoolers to KS3.   

Do come along to Cuckfield Park and spend the afternoon looking 
at the exhibits, enjoying tea & cakes made by Cuckfield WI, while 
listening to the Mid Sussex Brass Band.  

Entrance is £1.50, children free and parking is free
For further details, go to www.Cuckfield.org
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don’t miss our 
Bring & Share
Harvest Supper 

and
Barn Dance
In the Church

Saturday, 1st October
6.00 – 9.30pm
Family Ticket £20

Adult ticket £6
Concessions/Child Ticket £5

(under 3s free)

A fun evening guaranteed for
EVERYONE!!

Dances for all ages and abilities to
the music of the Hopdogs!
Just come along and enjoy!

Tickets from
hilary Turner-king (400087), Nicky lawrence(473753),
Church office (456461) from beginning of September

Bring and Share Supper. Drinks will be available
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The Independent State of Cuckfield

Celebrating 50 Years of supporting the Community
This year the Independent State marks its 50th Anniversary 
and 50 candidates are standing for Mayor to mark the 
occasion. This is your opportunity to

SUPPORT 
YOUR 

CANDIDATE FOR MAYOR

THE REVD MICHAEL MAINE

Keep the date!

Saturday, 17th September, 7.30 p.m.
In the Tudor Hall, The Old School

For one night only! Come to the ‘Star of Cuckfield’ for an 
Anglo-Cornish-Indian evening in support of the Campaign. 
Tickets for a welcome drink, supper, are £20 and are available 
from Helen Sparkes (458104) and Ros Thunder (417103).

A Campaign Broadcast for
MICHAEL FOR MAYOR
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This year Mothers’ Union celebrates its 140th Anniversary.  
In Cuckfield, two members received long-term member awards: 
Hilary ruddock 65 years; and Daphne Stuart 50 years. In this 
article Liz Graydon reflects on what membership of Mothers’ 
Union has meant to her …

Who would have believed the journey I would take when I joined the 
Mothers’ Union in 2001?  I was following in the footstep of my grandmother 
who was a member of the Mothers’ Union in Robertsbridge for 69 years 
and also Branch Treasurer for a good many of those.

I have taken my turn at being Branch Secretary and for several years I also 
wrote the monthly news report for the Parish Magazine.

I am not a creator of new ideas (unless it is “crafty”) but would call myself 
an enthusiastic participant in those aspects of our branch MU activities in 
which I am involved.  I did, however, have the idea of “Tea and a Good 
Read” which became an outreach as it spread wider into the community 
and became a book club which met in member’s houses.  I helped to get 
the Service of Light and Advent Breakfast off the ground and participate 
in MU services in Chichester Cathedral, local churches in the area and, of 
course, in Holy Trinity.

The one area of our work that means so much to me is “Supporting Family 
Life” but, of course, all our work is important both at home and abroad.  It 
was important enough that, even though I hate heights and looking over 
high edges, I took the decision to join an abseil down Peacehaven Cliffs for 
MU funds.  I was grateful to Jose Wright for accompanying me that day.

My first love has always been craftwork and through that helping others.  
I love trying to find new themes and decorations for our tree at the Tree 
Festival, everything from cutting paper cycles to demonstrate the MU Wheels 
appeal in Africa, cutting paper watering cans for the national Growing Seeds 
theme and last year crocheting and knitting many items of preemie clothes 
and cakes to explain our work at the local special care baby units.
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A few years ago I made several “Cross in my Pocket”s and sold them along 
with my cards in aid of church funds. Several of our branch members 
made the ones that were given to the young people who were taking their 
First Communion in July this year.

Knitting gives both pleasure to the recipient and also the maker.  
It can bring a purpose to people’s lives when they feel they are no longer 
needed; I know it has really helped my 94-year-old mother make the 
transition from a flat to a residential home and then on into a nursing 
home.  She still enjoys knitting for SCBU.  I take her the wool and the 
patterns and we enjoy discussing and talking knitting each week when I 
visit her in Bexhill.

Ros Thunder had a brilliant idea to provide support to parents with babies 
in special care baby units and, after a great deal of groundwork on her 
part (and I must acknowledge David’s support, too), we finally got the go 
ahead at PRH.  Ros and David Thunder, Pat Montague and I, then Patricia 
Jamieson, together with two members from the St Wilfred’s MU, went 
through the tortuously slow process of volunteer training for Brighton 
and Sussex University Hospital Trust and, after a year, finally became 
chaplaincy volunteers with a remit for SCBU (Special Care Baby Unit).  
The six of us took it in turns, as a pair, to make a weekly two hourly visit to 
SCBU, taking cake and listening ears.  Pat and I took our knitting as well as 
we found it provided a homelier atmosphere and was a great icebreaker for 
some parents.  We were thrilled when more members from St Wilfred’s and 
Hurstpierpoint joined us as it meant we could provide visits twice a week.  

Our visits to SCBU has given us, and other members of our branch, an 
outlet for knitting preemie and new-born baby clothes according to 
SCBU’s requirements.  These clothes help parents who haven’t yet had a 
chance to make or shop for their babies who arrived unexpectedly early 
or poorly and the monetary donations for the clothes helps the Early Birth 
Association.

Our volunteer increase in numbers had the downside of not only making 
the rota harder for me to compile but also we only had duties at SCBU 
once a month.  The wonderful positive was that we now felt in a position 
to offer the same service at the Trevor Mann Unit in Brighton. This unit 
at Brighton is one of very few hospitals that offers intensive and high 
dependency care as well as the normal special care.  Babies come from 
all around the UK; even babies from the Channel Islands are flown to 
Brighton if there are no spare incubator spaces at Southampton which is 
their closest unit.
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Six of us now take it in turns, in pairs, to visit TMBU on a Wednesday.  We 
go down on the 10 a.m. bus taking with us a range of cakes and savoury 
foods.  Whilst there we get to visit the wards, speak to the parents with 
babies and invite them to share some time and refreshments if they would 
like it.  They like!!  

Parents know Wednesday as cake and macaroni cheese day and in fact this 
week we were told that it helps them know which day of the week it is; one 
day merges into the next for them as they are usually there for weeks on 
end.  They often fail to think of themselves and their need for food during 
their cot side vigils, so providing them with a cuppa and piece of cake 
during their short spells away from the cot, provides an important service.  
So many parents have thanked us not just for the cake but for our time and 
a chance for them to talk and perhaps break the ice with other parents.  It 
is such a different ministry down there; so busy, so many poorly babies, 
so many stressed parents and grandparents.  We don’t always know the 
outcomes for these parents and their babies but prayers for comfort and 
healing are always in our hearts.

Our chaplain, Jo Elliott, is very supportive of us, as are all the chaplaincy 
team.  We have also become well known for our cake making and so have 
a high standard to keep up!! Ros now has arrangements in hand with the 
Rye MU branch to extend the project to the Conquest Hospital in Hastings.

I recently became involved with making fiddle muffs for people with 
dementia.  The knitted (or crochet) muffs are made from different textured 
yarns, different textured stitches and a variety of items like buttons, bows 
and ribbons to provide soothing sensory experiences for people that may 
be agitated.

I belong to a group on Facebook (yes, the dreaded ‘social media’, but what 
a power for good it can be as well) that call themselves Helping Hands.  
We help one another in the charities we each support; we share ideas 
and materials.  This is where I learned about fiddle muffs and two friends 
and I have made 15 for the nursing home where my mother is and we 
then needed another outlet. I asked our chaplain whether the hospital 
might like them so now we have an unlimited outlet as the patients in 
appropriate wards in Brighton, PRH and the Kleinwort Centre get to keep 
the fiddle muff and take it home with them.  

The staff were so thrilled with the muffs that Jo was asked if we could produce 
fiddle boards as being more appropriate for men so Peter and I are now 
producing a trial board for approval to suit their particular requirements.
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And lastly; well there has to be a lastly (if you haven’t given up reading this 
already!!), the nurses on SCBU mentioned to Jo that their incubator covers, 
designed to protect the babies from bright hospital lights, were in need 
of replacement.  Jo just happened to wonder if we could help. Could we 
help?  Of course we could!  I went back to my Facebook Group and had 
instant offers of help from over a dozen people not just with the covers, 
but with fiddle muffs too and Ros also knew a group of people who would 
help make covers.

My journey since 2001 has taken me down several paths and provided 
many fulfilling experiences but my path as a chaplaincy volunteer has been 
the most rewarding of all......from the bottom of my heart I offer thanks to 
Ros for the idea and to God for giving me the gift of skills I can share.

Liz Graydon

a GLYNDeBoUrNe thaNk YoU

On 21st July, eleven months after retiring and being able to 
choose tickets to “The Marriage of Figaro” at Glyndebourne as 
part of your generous “leaving present”, Marilyn and I found 
ourselves at the heart of a truly British tradition.

Picnics, tables and chairs were already being unloaded from 
cars as we arrived, some audience members were even changing 
in the car park! The caterers were busy and the champagne 
and Pimms was flowing. Two days after the hottest day of the 
summer (so far) the weather was glorious, the gardens gorgeous 
and the atmosphere full of anticipation for the evening ahead.

We chose ‘Figaro’ because we wanted our memorable gift to 
be just that, a happy and fun memory. And we chose well. The 
scenery was imaginative with the setting a Moorish-style palace 
in Spain. The Director decided to set this production in the 
1960’s with costumes from that era - the Count and Countess 
arrived in a red Austin Healey - and whilst this sounds as if 
Mozart might have been doing 78 r.p.m. at the thought of 
this, it worked really well. The Count (Baritone Gyula Orendt) 
was a Laurence Llewelyn-Bowen look-alike and South African 
soprano Golda Schultz as his Countess Almaviva, gave a 
performance which deservedly gained the greatest applause for 
her exquisitely beautiful voice and sheer presence.
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If you are not familiar with the story it is not one that can be 
summarised easily, with more plots than a large allotment. It 
should really be called The Marriage of Susanna as it is she who is 
really at the centre of everything. Maid to the Countessa, loved 
by Figaro but equally desired by the Count, Susanna (played by 
Rosa Feola) is the catalyst for the Folle Journée (Day of Madness) 
referenced in the title of the source of the play. 

Jonathan Cohen conducted the brilliant Orchestra of the Age 
of Enlightenment as the story swept along and you become 
immersed in the music, dance, action and comic timing of this 
timeless work.

Marilyn and I were especially pleased to see John Graham-
Hall cast as Don Basilo. Many years ago we had the pleasure of 
singing with him in a production of “Dido and Aeneas” and so 
this added to the enjoyment of a very special occasion.

So once again, thank you for your generosity in making this 
part of my lasting memories of my time as Organist and Choir 
Director at Holy Trinity Church.

David Curtis-Brignell

News From sYria & iraq
SAMARA’S AID
WINTER CLOTHES FOR IRAQ

We are collecting new and nearly new winter clothes for the displaced peoples 
of Iraq which may be left in the church from Monday 5th September. till 
Saturday 17th September, when we are packing the banana boxes. Samara 
asks that we give £5 per box towards the transport costs (each lorry costs £6,000 
to send); and we will be very grateful for donations of money as well, therefore. 
These will be our gifts of love and concern to help restore some dignity to the 
people who have lost everything and live in appalling conditions with severe 
winter weather approaching. Thank you.
Hilary Turner-King & ros Longfield

(continued on page 21)
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Samara writes:
Dear friends

Emmanuel* Hospital is now officially open as of this morning. The first 
patient was a girl, 10 years’ old, who was brought in with acute abdominal 
pain and loss of appetite. One of our surgeons examining her and 
performed an abdominal ultrasound. Our team were waiting for blood 
results and wanted to rule out appendicitis. If she needs surgery it will be 
done there in our hospital. We have our mobile operating room working 
with this hospital and have the capacity to carry out open and laprascopic 
(key hole) surgery.

This hospital is in a very poor area in Syria, 1-2 hours’ drive from the closest 
hospital. After dark no emergency services will come out to this area as the 
road is very dangerous and people travelling along it are regularly attacked 
by armed groups. The doctor is one of our team, and he is giving his time 
at this hospital as a volunteer to serve his people. When the hospital was 
being painted and repaired ready for service last week, around 100 people 
from the local community turned out to help.

Thank you to everyone who has contributed to this hospital which will save 
many lives and is bringing hope to a community that has been devastated 
by war and poverty. A huge thank you also to everyone who contributed 
to our last winter and summer appeals. Today we also loaded lorry number 
47 in less than 2 years which is carrying winter aid in preparation for 
Autumn. It is headed for the high altitude area of Dohuk where it gets 
colder earlier in the Autumn, especially at night. 

Love Samara

* names of hospitals are changed to protect the safety of our teams in this war 
zone where hospital and doctors are actively targeted. 

Foundation for Relief and Reconciliation in the Middle East write:
Last Sunday, a lorry packed with explosives was detonated in the Karrada 
district of Baghdad. 250 people were killed, with hundreds more wounded. 
Within hours of the attack, Islamic State claimed responsibility. It was 
revenge, they said, for the retaking of Falluja by Government forces two 
weeks prior. As sectarian divisions in Iraq deepen, our clinic in Baghdad, 
which is situated within the compound of St George’s Church, remains 
committed to its mission of free, non-sectarian health care. 

(continued from page 18)
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Established in 2008, St George’s Clinic now treats between 80 and 100 
patients every day free of charge. As well as medical care, we also provide 
dental care and prescriptions. Thanks to your support, the clinic now has 
its own laboratory and X-Ray machine. 

As ever, children are a priority. This week, a young boy called Sajad came 
into the clinic with severe abdominal pain. He had been vomiting for three 
months. After a thorough check-up from the clinic’s doctors, Sajad was 
diagnosed with an abdominal infection, prescribed with the necessary 
drugs, and is now recovering. 

There has never been a more urgent need for humanitarian relief in the 
Middle East. Please stand with us and support the beleaguered people of 
Iraq at this difficult time. 

Foundation for Relief and Reconciliation in the Middle East
PO Box 229, Petersfield, Hampshire GU32 9DL United Kingdom

VocaL workshoP
iN hoLY triNitY chUrch, cUckFieLD

SATURDAY, 24th SEPTEMBER, 2016, from 2.30–5.30 p.m.

HAYDN’S MASS in D Minor – The ‘NeLSON’ MASS
CONCERT PERFORMANCE at 7.30 p.m.

 Olivia Bell (soprano) Jane Haughton (mezzo soprano)
 Neil Jenkins (tenor) Rodney Clarke (baritone)
 Conductor: Robert Hammersley Organ – Michael Maine

TICKeTS FOr SINGerS £10
eNTrANCe TO CONCerT Free

BUT DONATIONS APPreCIATeD
All profits from both the workshop and concert will go towards church funds

A vocal workshop will take place in Holy Trinity Church, Cuckfield,  
in aid of church funds. 

The workshop, directed by Robert Hammersley, will take place during 
the afternoon of Saturday, 24th September, and will be followed by a 
performance of the Nelson Mass at 7.30 p.m. that evening.

It is hoped that a choir of about a hundred voices will come together to 
sing this popular work. There is an excellent team of soloists who will 
join the choir to sing in the complete performance during the evening 
and they will also be singing individually, too.
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Robert Hammersley is currently the conductor of the Ardingly Choral 
Society; and Michael Maine, our vicar at Holy Trinity Church, will be 
accompanying the workshop and concert.

Probably the most popular edition of this work is the one published 
by Novello, but the Schott edition is equally acceptable and singers 
without a copy can hire a copy for £2.00.

It is hoped that this event will be well-supported by members of the 
church congregation and other local people who enjoying singing, and 
who may not necessarily sing regularly in a choir. There is no charge to 
attend the concert, but donations will be appreciated. 

Application forms to take part in the workshop are available to complete from 
the Parish Office: and it will be helpful if these can be returned, together with a 
cheque for £10 (or £12, if you need to hire a copy of the score), as soon as possible. 
We need this to know how many copies of the score will need to be hired.

Rosemary Pardey

On Sunday 30th October, 2016

the FrieNDs oF  
hoLY triNitY chUrch cUckFieLD

 … are hosting a concert to be given by the world famous  
London Welsh rugby Club Choir.

Tickets are available from fohtcc@btinternet.com priced at £13 for 
members of the Friends, £15 in advance, and £17 on the day.

Tickets can also be purchased from Pepper Box and Wealden Stores 
in Cuckfield and from Carousel Music in Haywards Heath.

mUsic aND shakesPeare
If you need to BRUSH UP YOUR SHAKESPEARE at the close of his Anniversary 
Year, then join Janet (Canetty-Clarke) in her series of talks focusing on Words and 
Music on Thursdays, starting on Thursday, September 15th in The Old School, 
Cuckfield, from 2.00-4.00 p.m. for 20 weeks. If you are 65 or over, take advantage 
of the 15% discount and other concessions offered by Aspire Sussex Ltd: just 
phone 0345 6010161 (or Janet on 01444-811243), remembering to state Aspire 
Course Code M0943CD. Thanks: “in Sweet Music is Such Art”.
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cUckFieLD mUseUm eVeNts

Full Steam Ahead: Cuckfield Museum’s Autumn exhibition 
celebrates the 175th Anniversary of the coming of the railway 
to Haywards Heath - and what it meant for Cuckfield. We also 
look at the navvies, the army of forgotten men who built the 
railway. Exhibition runs until December 17th;

1066 and All That: Cuckfield Museum’s September talk, on 
Wednesday 14th September at 8.00 p.m. in the Council Chamber, 
The Queen’s Hall, Cuckfield. In commemoration of the 950th 
Aniversary of Sussex’s famous battle, David Mortimer discusses 
what really happened in 1066 and how recent research suggests 
that the battle might not have been where we thought it was 
and how Harold’s end may not have been so clear cut. Tickets 
£5 or £3 for Members. Ring Mike Nicholson on 01444 457448 
to reserve a place or email events@cuckfieldmuseum.org

Cuckfield Museum’s Open Morning – September 24th 
100.00-1.00 p.m. Are you interested in the history of Cuckfield? 
Come to Cuckfield Museum and find out more about how 
the Museum works and how you could get involved. We’d be 
delighted to see you! For more information ring Phillipa Malins 
01444-452307 or go to http://www.cuckfieldmusem.org

haYwarDs heath mUsic societY:  
75th season oPeNiNG coNcert

Saturday, 24th September 2016
7.45 pm St Wilfrids Church, Haywards Heath

Alexei Grynyuk (piano)
Tickets: £12 non-members, 

with reductions for concessions and members.
Further information from Christine Colbourne: 01444-456227

or www.haywardsheathmusicsociety.org.uk
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sePtemBer GarDeN Notes

No heatwave as yet, but so often September is a dry, gloriously 
sunny month just as the children return to school.

September is hedge cutting month - yew, holly, beech, privet, 
hawthorn, leylandii and mixed ones - since the birds have stopped 
nesting and there will be minimal regrowth, meaning hedges will 
stay neat and tidy over the winter.

Continue with dead heading in herbaceous borders and pruning 
of shrubs such as Escallonia, Spirea, Weigelia, Olearia, Ceanothus 
and others after flowering. Also prune back Buddleais by a third 
to half to reduce wind damage in the autumn/winter. Tie in and 
prune climbing/rambling roses, also Jasmine, Clematis, Solanum 
and Honeysuckle before the autumn winds blow.

Spring bulbs are now available either from mail order companies 
or in garden centres so plan ahead rather than impulse buy and 
see where bare areas (borders or grass) might benefit from a splash 
of spring colour. Empty and clean out pots/tubs when summer 
bedding is past its best before planting bulbs, pansies and other 
autumn bedding. Avoid reusing compost in pots and tubs as it has 
lost all nutrient value from summer bedding, and may contain 
disease or vine weevil larvae which will munch at the roots of 
your plants until temperatures fall low.

Don’t rush out to buy shrubs, trees and new fruit (e.g., currants, 
raspberries and blackberries/tayberries): rather wait until October, 
unless you are prepared to water them weekly as September may 
be warm and dry. Water is best directed straight to the roots not 
sprayed around the leaves, so empty the contents of a watering 
can around the stem. 

Tomatoes, cucumbers, beetroot, onions, brassicas and potatoes 
have been good this year even though potato blight appeared at 
the end of July in our garden. Sow winter spinach and lettuce, 
plant out spring cabbage plants.

Leather jackets and chafer grubs can be problems in lawns in the 
autumn. One organic method, somewhat labour intensive, is to 
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water the lawn in the evening, place black polythene over the lawn 
and then in the morning remove the polythene, pick off the grubs 
and destroy (in a bucket of salty or boiling water works!). Repair 
lawns by reseeding or laying new turf - and if you are plagued with 
weeds and moss and like a good green sward, apply autumn weed, 
moss killer and feed.

For those with fruit, the harvesting of plums, apples and pears, 
autumn raspberries and blackberries is a happy autumn pursuit, 
along with pumpkins, squashes, marrows and digging of any 
potatoes remaining in the ground for storage or immediate 
consumption. If you have good quality wooden garden furniture 
(e.g., teak) then cover it at the end of the month with a breathable 
waterproof fabric cover or put away in a dry airy garage or shed to 
help preserve the wood and avoid green algal growth over the wet 
winter months. Sitting out weather is generally over by October - 
but an Indian summer sometimes surprises us in early October!

Lindsay Shurvell

restrUctUre For FriDaY NiGht cLUBs
Owing to the lack of response to calls for further Adult Volunteers to 
come forward and support the Part-time employed Youth Support 
Team, we are looking to try and move forward in September by 
operating two separate Clubs on Friday nights in term time at The 
Old School, but with reduced “hours”.

If this does not succeed we will have to consider closing the Clubs 
altogether, but we hope this will not happen, especially since a 
number of applications to join or renew their membership for 
next term have been received from potential young members.

So, from Friday 16th September we will run one Club for school 
years 5, 6 and 7 from 18.45 to 20.00 - AND separately, another 
Club for school years 8+ from 20.15 to 21.30.

time For a chaNGe
oN FriDaY NiGhts
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It also looks as if we will have to discontinue the provision of 
hot food in the Tuck Shop and these changes will also probably 
impact upon the variety of activities provided. The final details of 
this are still being worked on as this article is being written.

The summer break will hopefully allow time for a review and 
renewal of resources and equipment used in the Clubs and there are 
proposals by some Young Leaders to redecorate the Youth Room.

On a more positive note, we look forward to welcoming Lisa 
(Nash) back from Maternity leave in October and very much hope 
Shelley will continue with us for a short while at least to assist 
Marlene in this period of transition.

--------------------------------------------

We still wait to hear from the management at the Warden 
Park Academy as to whether our services in operating the 
Wednesday AFTER SCHOOLCLUB have any future there from 
September.

Prayers for both these areas of work with Young People please.

Rod Montague

The lengthy list of sick and wounded reflects the scale of the anxiety 
affecting families in our village 100 years ago this September: the 
additional information regarding the men’s condition and where 
they were being nursed must have enabled the whole community 
to feel comforted and share in the concern of their families for ‘our’ 
Cuckfield men. One can imagine the daily checking for news as 
people met in the shops or in the High Street …  

From cUckFieLD Parish maGaZiNe sePtemBer 1916

THe NATIONAL MISSION – With this number of the Magazine 
there will be issued a copy of the Bishop’s Pastoral Letter to the 
People of the Diocese. By the directions of the Bishop this letter 
will be read in Church on Sunday, September 3rd, and it is earnestly 
hoped that it will be carefully read and considered by all of us in our 
own homes. The Mission will be held in this parish from November 
4th to 13th. and the Revd C. E. Hoyle, Vicar of Easebourne near 
Midhurst, will be the Bishop’s Messenger. We must now begin in 
earnest to make our preparations. 
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We hope to hold services and meetings in all parts of the parish, not 
only in the Parish Church, but also in the Mission Churches and 
other buildings and in the open air if the weather is favourable. We 
shall have the advantage of the help of a lady worker, Miss Gurney, 
in the parish for a month, and we hope that she will receive a hearty 
welcome, A meeting of communicants will be held in the Parish 
Room at 6.30 p.m. on Tuesday, September 12th, at which Mr. Hoyle 
will be present, and it is hoped that there will be a large attendance 
so that we may take counsel as to what can be done.

A reTreAT will be held by desire of the Bishop of Chichester at St. 
Michael’s School, Bognor, from September 14th to 18th, for Women 
Workers in the National Mission and for others. All information can 
be obtained from the Vicar.

THe GreAT ANNIVerSArY –We are very glad that so many 
people were present at the services, though there might well have 
been a larger attendance at the Celebration of the Holy Communion. 
The service in the evening was particularly dignified and impressive 
and worthy of the occasion, and we are very much indebted to 
the Rev. C. E. Wilson for his powerful and eloquent sermon which 
will long be remembered. We have been able to send the sum of 
£16-13s-10d, the offerings of the day, to the St. Dunstan’s Hostel for 
Blinded Sailors and Soldiers.

A MeMOrIAL SerVICe for those of our Cuckfield men who 
have recently given their lives to defend us will be held at Evensong 
on Sunday, September 10th. The offerings will be given to the Lord 
Kitchener National Memorial Fund for Disabled Officers and Men of 
the Navy and Army.

OUr rOLL OF HONOUr – After a long period of suspense Mrs. 
Huckett has been informed that the death of her son, Lieutenant 
A. W. Huckett, of the Wiltshire Regiment, is presumed to have 
taken place on the Gallipoli Peninsula on August 10th, 1915, when 
he was killed in action.. To the list of the men from this parish who 
have given their lives for their country we have now to add that of 
Private George Izzard, who, died of wounds on August 5th. We 
offer our sincere sympathy to Mrs. Izzard and her young children 
in their sorrow. 
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We are glad to hear good reports as to those of our men who have 
been wounded or are ill. Lieutenant William Philip Wood, 
Hants Regiment, has been invalided from Mesopotamia and is in 
hospital at Simla, where he is doing well. Private Hugh Huckett 
has been wounded in the hand and is in hospital near Norwich. 
Sergeant M. A. Anscombe is now at Colchester, and his brother, 
Corporal Fred Anscombe, is at Wadhurst. Lance-Corporal A. 
J. Ballard has been severely wounded in the head and for a time 
he was dangerously ill, but he is now, we are thankful to say, making 
good progress towards recovery and he is in hospital in England. 
Private Gander is still at Bristol and Sergeant T. Stoner, who 
was wounded in the arm, is now at Gloucester. Private J. rowland 
is in hospital at Manchester and is improving. We are glad to know 
that Privates W. robinson and W. Fox, who were suffering 
from shell shock, are making good progress towards convalescence. 
No news has been received of Private ernest Henley, who has 
been missing for nearly a year, and we are sorry to say that his 
brother, Private T. Henley, and Lance-Corporal A. Keep, are 
also missing. Private J. Webber, of Whiteman’s Green, has been 
invalided out of the Army owing to heart trouble. We are glad to 
welcome Private Harry Mitchell home and to see that he has 
made a good recovery of his wounds, though he has unfortunately 
lost his left hand. He will shortly go to Roehampton to have an 
artificial hand fitted. We are very sorry to say that Private Alec 
Sloan, who was married in our Church on September 8th last year, 
is dangerously ill in France, but we still hope for good news.

DAY NUrSerY FOr CHILDreN – This institution has proved of 
great service to many mothers who have been out to work during 
the summer, and in order that the good work may be continued 
Mrs. Bevan will be very glad to have offers of help in taking out the 
children in the morning and afternoon.

COrreCTIONS: Sally Williams writes in connection 
with her article last month, ‘A Crisis of Brilliance’, to correct 
(first) one’s pulse should be over 60 and not 50; (second) 
the date should have read 15th June, not July; and (third) to 
remind readers there are just a few copies left of her book 
‘Sailing in the Wind or Nutty as a Fruit Cake’, for sale in the 
Coffee Shop on the corner of  the High Street (£6.50 of the 
£12.00 cover price goes to Holy Trinity Church).
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September Crossword

(Answers on page 36)

1 2 3 4 5 6

7

8 9

10 11

12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23

24

25 26

27 28

across:
 1. SoGGy (6)
 4. MuSiCAl (5)
 8. eXClude (5)  
 9. TiMeS of The yeAR (7)
 10. CoMPlied WiTh (7)
 11. eAT (4)
 12. diNe (3)
 14. GiRlS NAMe (4)
 15. liSTeN (4)
 18. eRR (3)
 21. GeNuiNe (4)
 23. ReMNANT (7) 
 25. WheRe PlANTS ARe GRoWN (7)
 26. CoMe iN (5)
 27. loWeST PoiNT (5)
 28. GoNe MiSSiNG (6)

DowN:
 1. iNdiAN CiTy (6)
 2. GiRlS NAMe (7)
 3. heRod’S SiSTeR-iN-lAW (8)
 4. Side (4)
 5. RuTh’S MoTheR-iN-lAW (5)
 6. WhiPS (6)
 7. ouT of oTheR PeoPle’S heARiNG (5)
 13. A diSCiPle (8)
 16. he helPS To do WRoNG (7)
 17. START (6)
 19. looP of RoPe (5)
 20. STRoNG (6)
 22. MAde kNoWN (5)
 23. SooThSAyeR (4)
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What’s on Around Cuckfield...

The master pages (including adverts) used to print this magazine can be 
viewed at www.holytrinitycuckfield.org/directory/parish-magazine/ 

Mid Sussex 
Alzheimers Support 
Group Carer’s 
Monthly Meetings

1st Monday of the month from 7 to 9pm.
Held at “Age Concern” (adjacent to Clair Hall),  
Perrymount Road, Haywards Heath.
For further details contact The Alzheimers Society on 
01403 750485 or 01403 213017 (Monday to Friday)

Friendship Club 
Ansty Village Hall

2.30 to 4pm on 1st Tuesday in month. Please come, 
have a cuppa and cake and a natter. Enquiries 413061. 

 Ansty Village Hall   CARD & TABLE GAMES. The third Thursday of the 
month at Ansty Village Hall, from 2 – 4 including tea
and cake £2. Not a serious card school – much 
laughter. Tel 413061

Wednesday 
28 September
Ansty Garden Club

Sheffield Park by Andy Jesson, Head Gardner of Sheffield 
Park Ansty Garden Club meets in the Village Hall at 
7.45pm on the last Wednesday of the month with a 
varied programme of events including speakers, outings, 
plant sales etc. Members’ subscription is £8 per year. 
Visitors are charged £2 per evening visit. Refreshments 
and raffle at small cost. New members always welcome. 
For more details contact Chairperson : Derry Bailleaux 
orSecretary: Suzanne Mace – 01444 459151

aNswers to sePtemBer crossworD
ACROSS: 
1.MARSHY; 4.TONAL; 8.DEBAR; 9.SCHOOLS; 10.ACCEDED; 11.DINE; 
12.EAT; 14.SARA;15. HEAR; 18.SIN; 21.REAL; 23.ODDMENT; 25.GARDENS; 
26.ENTER 27.NADIR; 28.ASTRAY.

DOWN: 
1.MADRAS; 2.REBECCA; 3.HERODIAS; 4.TEAM; 5.NAOMI; 6.LASHES; 
7.ASIDE; 13.THADDEUS; 16.ABETTOR; 17.ORIGIN; 19.NOOSE; 20.STURDY; 
22.AIRED; 24.SEER.
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Regular Events

Fro
m

 t
h

e 

Registers

Bellringers Friday evenings 7.45–9.15pm.

choir Choir practice Friday evenings 7.15–8.15pm. (There are 
no practices during August)

inspire Youth club Friday evenings (term time only) in the Old School (South 
Door). 
Years 5-7 from 7.00 - 8.30pm.
Year 8 and above from 8.00 - 9.30pm
£1 subs, activities, games, friendship and much more.

holy trinity 
mens Group

Wednesday 21 September – Thai Evening at Whyte Harte
For more information contact Clive Simmonds 01444 
454481 or email: clivesimmonds@btinternet.com

home Groups Alternate Thursday Evenings (2 groups), 8pm call Clive & 
Isobel Simmonds 01444 454481
Tuesday, 8.00pm (in term time). David and Ros 
Thunder, Wayfarers, South Street, Tel. 417103.

Prayer Group 20 September 10am in The Lady Chapel           
Tel. Margaret Walker 454272. 

mothers’ Union Monday 12 September – Trip to Canterbury
Please contact Ros Thunder 417103 for more details     

Little ones church 
service

Come for a story, some songs and a prayer. All welcome.  
Please  contact Catherine Snashall for more details 01444 
454712 or 07775932823. 

hoLY BaPtism
Ayla Jasmine KINSELLA
Luca Ryan KINSELLA
Coltrane William Eric BUCHANAN
Rupert Oliver GIBSON

hoLY matrimoNY
Alan James LAWLOR & Mandy Kate SIVIOUR

iN memoriam
Keith Arnold BROWNING Aged 74
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Regular Events (continued)

Items carried in the Cuckfield Parish Magazine do not necessarily represent the views 
of Holy Trinity PCC, the Vicar or the Editorial Team. The Editorial Team reserves the 
right to decline to publish any item or to amend or shorten material. For that reason 
we do not accept copy in PDF or  file formats other than Word. 

We are very pleased that the parish magazine is seen as a good vehicle for advertising by local 
traders and others but readers must accept that the Editors do not vouch for or in any way 
warrant the individuals, organisations, products or services advertised here.

royal British Legion
(Women’s Section)

28 September - “Musical Afternoon” with Robert 
Hammersley
Meetings take place at 2.30pm in The Old School, Cuckfield

cuckfield crafts and 
market

For information or to book contact Beverley Smith 
01444 440274 or Jane Ravell 01444 451454 

cuckfield Local 
market

9.30am to 12.30pm. Food Market at The Talbot, High 
Street, Cuckfield

cuckfield evening 
Flower club

9 September - Supper

cuckfield Ladies 
Group

Tuesday 6 September Bring and share Lunch please 
contact |Jan Bryan for details

Thursday 8 September Visit to Prairie Garden. Meet at 
2pm at Ansty CarPark

Please contact Jan Bryan (414891) for more details.

solo Lunch The next Solo Lunch will be on Sunday 11 September 
Tickets will be available from the church office Cost £5.

cuckfield 
evening wi

20 September – Sarah Oldridge “Marianne North. A 
remarkable Victorian Flower Painter”

Meetings from September take place at 7.30pm at the 
Cuckfield Baptist Church, Polestub Lane
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September 2016 Calendar & Readings for Sunday Services

sUNDaY 4 sePtemBer – FiFteeNth sUNDaY aFter triNitY 
 8.00am Holy Communion 
   Deuteronomy 30: 15-20; Philemon 1-21; 
   Luke 14: 25-33
 9.45am Family Service
 11.00am Holy Communion (Traditional Language) 
   Plilemon 1-21; Luke 14: 25-33
 6.00pm Evensong 
   Isaiah 43: 14-44: 5; John 5: 30-end

sUNDaY 11 sePtemBer – sixteeNth sUNDaY aFter triNitY
 8.00am Holy Communion (Traditional Language)
   As 9,45am
 9.45am Parish Eucharist 
   Exodus 32: 7-14; 1 Timothy 1: 12-17; 
   Luke 15: 1-10
 6.00pm Evening Communion

sUNDaY 18 sePtemBer – seVeNteeNth sUNDaY aFter triNitY
 8.00am Holy Communion 
   As 9.45am
 9.45am Parish Eucharist 
   Amos 8: 4-7; 1 Timothy 2: 1-7; 
   Luke 16: 1-13
 6.00pm Evensong 
   Ezra Chap 1; John 7: 14-36

sUNDaY 25 sePtemBer – eiGhteeNth sUNDaY aFter triNitY
 8.00am Holy Communion (Traditional Language) 
   As 9.45am
 9.45am Parish Eucharist 
   Amos 6: 1a, 4-7; I Timothy 6: 6-19; 
   Luke 16: 19-31
 6.00pm Evensong 
   Nehemiah Chap 2; John 8: 31-38, 48-end



Holy Trinity Cuckfield

sUNDaY serVices  &  maJor FestiVaLs
For the moNth

(SEE INSIDE)

weekDaY serVices – NormaLLY iN the LaDY chaPeL 
 Monday 9.00am Morning Prayer 

 Wednesday 10.30am holy Communion followed by Coffee & Cake
  5.00pm evening Prayer

 Thursday 9.00am holy Communion

 friday 11.00am holy Communion, BCP

 Saturday 8.45am Morning Prayer

For chiLDreN - iN the oLD schooL – sUNDaYs
 Noah’s Ark  ages 0 to 3
 Children’s Church  ages 3 to 10
 Pathfinders action for 11 to 13 year olds.

except for 1st Sunday of each month when all join the Family Service
and during the school summer holidays.

for details of weekday youth activities see regular events

Newcomers aND Visitors are most weLcome 
come aND see!  

JoiN Us For coFFee iN the oLD schooL 
aFter 9.45 serVices 

Michael Maine, Vicar


