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March 2017

My dear friends,

I pray that, according to the riches of his glory, he may grant that 
you may be strengthened in your inner being with power through his 
Spirit, and that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith, as you 
are being rooted and grounded in love. 

(Ephesians 3: 16-17)

The Season of Lent conveniently starts on Wednesday 1st March this year – 
some will remember that last year we had hardly celebrated the end of the 
Christmas and Epiphany Seasons when Ash Wednesday was already upon us!

Lent affords Christians with the opportunity of seeking to travel with Jesus, 
remembering that he, like us, wrestled with his own emotions and temptation 
as he started his ministry, something we recall on Ash Wednesday. By mid-
April we enter Holy Week and from Maundy Thursday to Easter Day our 
journey with Jesus becomes one in real time. 

What is the point of observing Lent? From the earliest days of the Church, 
people found that their own journeys of faith were enriched as they 
remembered the various events surrounding Jesus’ life. So as Jesus the Jew 
observed the festivals of his own faith, so Christians adapted the practices 
surrounding Judaism and adapted them, and the passage of the year became 
enriched.

Lent is a chance for Christians to engage with Jesus and his journey. At a 
personal level, it can be an opportunity for self-discipline. You will remember 
that Paul sometimes used the analogy of athletes training. So too we all need 
the opportunity to be reminded about our own self-indulgences and seek to 
curb them. But Lent isn’t really a time for self-improvement, although that 
can be a benefit. No! Lent is a time to grow, a time to listen to the insistent 
call of God within our lives, a chance to open our hearts to the Holy Spirit’s 
promptings, a whole season when we can turn God-ward remembering that 
the journey Jesus undertakes is one travelled for each of us in great love.

In the passage from Ephesians, Paul captures the way in which the more 
we allow God to work within our lives, the more we end up rooted and 
grounded in the love borne for us on Calvary’s tree.
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Treat Lent as a gift – remember that it is not so much a time for us to engage 
in frantic spiritual discipline, but more a chance to allow the Holy Spirit of 
God to work within us, thus leading us further into an understanding of 
God’s love and the way in which we then engage with life.

In his love,
Michael

Ash Wednesday
Ash Wednesday falls on March 1st and the worship for that day is as follows: 
10.15am The Litany (Book of Common Prayer) 10.30am Holy Communion 
(Common Worship) followed by coffee in the Old School, 5.00pm Evening 
Prayer, 8.00pm Sung Eucharist. Both the 10.30 and 8.00 services will include 
the imposition of ashes for those who wish.

Lent Course
This year, as last, we will be following the Lent Course provided by the diocese. 
As part of a three year initiative, the diocese is celebrating 2017 as the Year of 
the Bible. As I have previously said, every year is truly a year of the Bible, but 
a focus of this sort is by no means ‘overkill’! You will find details of the course 
elsewhere in the magazine, and also in the church. The sessions will be held on 
Wednesday evenings in the Old School from March 8th – April 5th at 
8.00pm. Each session will also be repeated on Friday afternoons in church 
from March 10th – April 7th at 3.00pm. I hope that this will give as much 
opportunity as possible for those wishing to attend.

Helping others to journey
As well as journeying through Lent yourself (however you intend to mark the 
season) why not encourage another person to engage with this season? There 
are so many ways to do so: perhaps reading one of the Gospels chapter by 
chapter, setting aside a few moments a day in silence, saying Morning, Evening 
Prayer or Compline (www.churchofengland.org/prayer-worship/join-us-in-daily-
prayer.aspx) – not all of the readings and psalms have to be used! There is a 
lovely book called, ‘The Little Book of Lent,’ with daily readings from all sorts of 
sources – it can be obtained on Kindle (£2.99) as well as in book form (£4.99). 
Contemplating Christian art is another way of engaging – just a few of the ways 
which people might find helpful in using Lent productively.

Concert
There will be a FREE CONCERT in the church on Friday 10th March being 
given by the Ardingly College Swing Band, starting at 7.30pm. Do support 
this if you can. There will be a retiring collection in aid of church funds. It 
should be a good evening. If you know others who enjoy jazz music, pleased do 
encourage them to attend!
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Baptism Celebration
We are holding a Baptism Celebration on Sunday March 12th at 3.15pm in church 
for story telling followed by tea and cakes in the Old School. Holy Trinity has a 
vibrant ministry through baptism, and we invite anyone with babies or children, 
baptized or unbaptized to this celebration. We would love to see you! If you 
knew that you were attending, please contact Nicky Lawrence - 01444-473753 or 
07711-673262, nicky.lawrence@fsmail.net  although if you just turn up, that’s 
fine too! We hope that it will be a lovely social time and a chance for everyone 
to enjoy themselves.

Choir
As you know, Richard Jenkinson has recently become our new Organist and 
Director of Music at Holy Trinity. We are already enjoying the fruits of the hard 
work he is putting into the music of our church. Richard would be delighted 
to welcome new singers to the church choir. If you feel that you would like to 
join, even just to see how you get on, you would be most welcome. If you know 
anyone else who would like to participate, please let them know. 
Richard also plans to establish a Choir Club on Friday evenings, with activities and 
refreshments as well as singing, for children and young people. If you think your 
children or youngsters would enjoy this new challenge, please do contact him on 
01444 882398; or come and say hello after a Sunday service. r.jenkinson00@
gmail.com 

Deanery News
We recently had an excellent Deanery Day at which Bishop Richard inspired those 
present in his enthusiastic exploration of the Holy Bible. We are most grateful that 
he took the time to share his knowledge with a large group of people. Within the 
deanery, we are entering a period of considerable change. Both the parishes of 
St Richard’s Haywards Heath, and Highbrook with West Hoathly became vacant 
just before Christmas. St Richard’s has been filled -  Father Chris Brading and his 
family are moving from South Yorkshire after Easter. However, Horsted Keynes 
and Balcombe also both become vacant later in the year! Please do hold the 
parishes of our deanery in your prayers. 

STOP PRESS
I am delighted to announce that Bishop Mark will be with us for the Three Great 
Days in Holy Week – Maundy Thursday, Good Friday and Holy Saturday and 
also at the 9.45 on Easter Day itself.  This will be a great opportunity for us to 
engage in our own Easter journeys as he presides and preaches at our worship.
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MISSION GIVING UPDATE: SAMARA’S AID

As promised last month, we said we would give you a little 
more information about each of the charities we as a church 
are supporting from our Mission and Charities’ budget. This 
month the focus is on Samara’s Aid.

Samara Levy started Samara’s Aid by collecting winter clothes 
in Autumn 2014. She felt moved to do something practical 
to help when she discovered that there were refugees and 
displaced people living in tents in the snow wearing flipflops 
and summer clothes because that is all they had on when they 
had fled. “I decided that I couldn’t continue living a privileged 
life here in the UK without doing something to help them.” 

The project started with the aim of filling a lorry with winter 
clothes and shoes for refugees in Iraq  but has since escalated 
into a nationwide humanitarian aid project that also now 
partners with other groups around the world to send relief 
items to the Middle East. 

As Samara says on her website, “This project is based on 
unconditional love, and sharing what we have with those who 
have nothing. We all have something to give whether it is time, 
money or clothes etc. Every one of us has the power to make a 
difference in our global community, but working together, the 
potential is limitless.

We are in the business of bringing hope to the hopeless. There 
are 11.5 million people needing urgent healthcare provision in 
Syria. Hope is something that many Syrians have lost. This is 
the reason that people are risking their lives and the lives of 
their children and fleeing the country by the millions.”

As hospitals are often targeted, and health care provision is 
non-existent for so many, Samara’s Aid has set up four hospitals 
in Syria although one had to be evacuated in December 2016 
when ISIS took the area. Services here have been suspended 
until it is safe to return. Alongside the provision of fully equipped 
ambulances, there is also an initiative to convert the shipping 
containers clothes are sent in into mobile medical centres, or 
modular hospital units. Samara’s Aid needs to raise £20,000 per 
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month in standing orders to cover the monthly running costs of 
its medical provision. To date it has pledges for around £7,000. 
Every penny donated to provide medical facilities is given to 
these hospitals in Syria. For more information about how to 
get involved, please contact http://www.samarasaidappeal.org/
hospital-appeal/

In mid-January we sent eleven care packs and are now starting 
a collection of new winter clothing for girls and boys. Now is a 
good time to buy when the winter sales are on! Please leave all 
labels on to show the items are new and leave in the marked box 
in the tower of the church. Donations of money for transport 
can be left with Gill in the church office.  

For more information about the work of Samara’s Aid, 
personal stories and more updated information about 
the areas Samara’s Aid is supporting, look online at www.
samarasaidappeal.org or take a look at the display board at 
the back of the church. 

Thank you so much for all you do to support people living 
in nightmarish situations we can’t even begin to imagine. 
Our gifts and prayers help them feel they are not forgotten 
and help keep alive a small ray of hope in very dark and 
terrifying times.

Hilary Turner-King and the MishCom Committee

STOP PRESS: CURRENT CUCKFIELD APPEAL

Thank you so much to all who donated care packs and money for 
transport. We delivered 11 boxes to Worthing on Friday, which will be 
leaving shortly for the Internally Displaced People of Syria and Iraq. 

THE NEXT APPEAL is for NEW winter clothing for BOYS and 
GIRLS. Anything NEW, from socks & pants to jackets and hats, with sale 
tags left on, may be left in the marked box in the tower of the church - or 
we can collect from you ( contact Ros on 457585). Donations of money 
for transport may be left in the church office with Gill. Buy now as the 
winter sales are in full swing! Please note this appeal is for NEW clothes 
only. Thank you for your continuing support for Samara’s Aid.
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ASH WEDNESDAY 
March 1st 2017 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  10.15am    The Litany (Book of Common Prayer) 

 10.30am    Holy Communion 
                          (followed by coffee in the Old School) 
  5.00pm    Evening Prayer 
 8.00pm    Sung Eucharist 

 
 
 
 
 
 

(Both the 10.30 and 8.00 services will include                                          
the imposition of ash for those who wish.)  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Grow                
through  
keeping  
a holy  
Lent 
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Lent Course  
2017 
Hear the  
Word of  
the Lord 

 
 
 
 

Bible Overview -  The Vicar 
 Wednesday 8th March @ 8.00pm (repeated Friday 10th @ 3.00pm) 
 
 
 

The Torah-      Jonathan Berry 
Wednesday 15th March @ 8.00pm (repeated Friday 17th @ 3.00pm) 
 
 
 

The Prophets and other writings                 
 
 
 
 

          Ros Thunder 
Wednesday 22nd March @ 8.00pm (repeated Friday 24th @ 3.00pm) 
 
 

The Gospels -    Clive Simmonds 
Wednesday 29th March @ 8.00pm (repeated Friday 31st @ 3.00pm) 
 
 

The New Testament Letters-             
 
 
 
 

          Shirley Rawlins  
Wednesday 5th April @ 8.00pm (repeated Friday 7th @ 3.00pm) 

 
 
 
 

Wednesday sessions take place in the Old School Committee Room, 
Friday sessions take place in the church. 
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Holy	Trinity	Church		

Free	Lunchtime	Recital	Series		

Friday	3rd	March	from	1-2pm	(with	soup	from	12.30)	

	
Organ	Recital		

Richard	Jenkinson	
 

We are delighted to welcome Holy Trinity Church’s new Music Director and organist 
Richard Jenkinson to the stage for our March lunchtime recital.  Please come and join us 

for a programme of popular organ music and hear the Church organ in full glory! 
	

There will be a collection after the concert raising money to help fund the lunchtime concert series.  
For more information email: hannah.carter@me.com 

 

Registered charity 1131432 
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CORO NUOVO CONCERT AT 
HOLy TRINITy CHURCH, CUCkfIELD
On Sunday afternoon, 19th March, 2017, at 2.30 p.m., The Friends 
of Holy Trinity Church Cuckfield are delighted to announce they 
will be welcoming back Coro Nuovo who will be giving a concert 
in the church entitled “Gloria”.

This popular Sussex-based choir of around 40 advanced singers 
from top choirs, and their Music Director Andrew Rees, will 
be performing a concert of magical music including A Welsh 
Celebration, composed by Jeffrey Howard. 

Also featuring in the concert will be Hannah Corcoran, saxophonist, 
who is the Coro Nuovo bursary winner for 2016.

Tickets priced at £12.00 each (in advance) are available from 
fohtcc@btinternet.com, Wealden Stores and Pepperbox in 
Cuckfield, and from coronuovo.org.uk. 

Tickets at the door £14.00 each.

A date for your diary………

Saturday, 1st April 4pm

“Joseph and the Amazing 
Technicolor Dreamcoat”

Performed by
 Sunday’s Cool

in church
Don’t miss it! A real treat!

Refreshments
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CUCkfIELD SPRING CRAfT fAIR

Our 3rd Spring Craft Fair is to be held at The Old School, Church 
Street, Cuckfield on Saturday 1st April between 10.00am 
and 2.30pm.  There will be over 40 stalls spread over four 
Halls, selling a wide variety of hand crafted products.  These 
include handbags, scarves, jewellery, candles, greetings cards, 
homeware, knitted and crocheted items, ‘photo frames, soaps 
and many other gift items.  There are many new stallholders 
along with the return of many other regulars.

In the refreshment area, coffee, tea, lunch tea and cakes will 
be available throughout the day at very reasonable prices for 
visitors and stallholders.

Admission FREE
Jane Berkeley

WHAT’S ON AROUND CUCkfIELD
Friday, 17 March

The Rotary Club of Cuckfield and Lindfield

A Silent Film Night and Supper will be staged in the Queen’s 
Hall, 7pm for 7.40pm, organised by the Rotary Club of Cuckfield 
and Lindfield. 

The featured film is Buster Keaton as “The Cameraman” and a 
2 course supper is also provided. Drinks will be available at the 
bar and profits raised will go to the Cuckfield-based charity, the 
Gillian Fabb Memorial Fund. 

Tickets, at £20 each, are available from David Butcher (870999) 
or Andy Harrison (415719)
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Cuckfield Museum’s new main display is “From Boots to Bustles – 
Costume finds from Sussex Attics”: a celebration of some remarkable 
costume pieces that had been put away in local people’s cupboards 
and attics, either for sentimental family reasons or because it was 
felt they were just too special to part with.

The centrepiece of the display is a stunning blue watered silk 
jacket and skirt dating from the 1870s, which The Revd Michael 
Maine rescued from being thrown away many years ago after it 
was used in a cathedral operatic production. The skirt would have 
been worn over a bustle, and we have borrowed a bustle frame 
and pads from Worthing Museum to show the lengths women 
went to in order to achieve an exaggerated, structured silhouette 
and how restricting such clothing would have been!  

A little wisp of a peach chiffon 1920s day dress and a slender 
home-made 1930s crushed velvet wedding dress illustrate the 
dramatic change in women’s fashion by the early years of the 20th 
century and the changes in women’s lives.    

We also show a mysterious find from a Tyler’s Green attic:  some 
beautiful late 18th/early 19thC sunshine-yellow embroidered silk 
dress material, which was found rolled around a walking cane.  
The display will run until June. 

Gerry Connolly, Senior Costume Curator at Worthing Museum, will 
give a talk for the Museum in the Council Chamber, The Queens 
Hall on June 7th at 3pm entitled ‘The Changing Shape of Fashion’.

Cuckfield Museum’s next talk will be by Dr. David Rudling of the 
Sussex School of Archaeology:  ‘The Romans in the Ouse Valley’ 
on April 5th at 2.30pm in the Old School. Tickets £5 or £3 
for members. To book a place, phone Mike Nicholson on 01444 
457448 or email events@cuckfieldmuseum.org.  

More information at www.cuckfieldmuseum.org.

Phillipa Malins
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ARDINGLy CHORAL SOCIETy 
CENTENARy CONCERT
MID SUSSEX SINfONIA

Sunday  2nd April 2017 at 7.30
Flecker Hall, Ardingly College

VERDI REQUIEM
Soloists

Sally Harrison, soprano
Jane Haughton, mezzo-soprano  

Neil Jenkins, tenor
Robert Davies, bass

Conductor: Robert Hammersley

Tickets £15 (concessions £13)
Online at www.ardinglychoralsociety.org.uk

Carousel Music (01444 417654)
M Kershaw (01825 791241)

PASTORAL HELP LINES
VISITING – TRANSPORT- SUPPORT

IF YOU NEED HELP  
PLEASE RING ONE OF  
THESE VOLUNTEERS

Elisabeth Dunnett ................................................... 413719
email - chelDunnett@btinternet.com

Kate Berry ............................................................... 455986
email - kate.hodkinson@talktalk.net

Robert Norris .......................................................... 453127
email - robertnorris248@btinternet.com

or you can email : care.holytrinity@btinternet.com
when transport is involved, a donation of  

40p per mile would be appreciated by your driver
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TACkLING ELDER EXPLOITATION IN OUR COMMUNITIES

Katy Bourne, the Police & Crime Commissioner for Sussex, has 
made tackling elder exploitation one of her top priorities in a 
bid to protect older people in the county from financial abuse.

She says: “We know that fraud against our older and more 
vulnerable residents is a growing issue as our population ages 
and criminals see that fraud is more profitable and less risky 
than other crimes. In Sussex, fraud has robbed some older 
people of their entire life savings and left others destitute. 

“I have been lobbying the Government to take account of 
demographics when calculating the amount of funding that is 
allocated to each police force and to acknowledge the rise in 
crimes against our elderly.

“The operational response from Sussex Police has also been 
excellent. They have developed Operation Signature to help 
protect and support those most at risk of fraud, and the model 
has been nationally recognised and is being adopted by other 
police forces.

“The problem is that many people don’t realise that they’ve 
been a victim of fraud – they think it’s just a scam, or they feel 
foolish and don’t want to tell anyone. But scams are fraud and 
fraud is a crime so I really would urge anyone who’s affected 
by doorstep crime, postal fraud or nuisance calls to report it.”

You can call the police on 101 or report fraud by speaking 
directly to the advisers at Action Fraud, the national fraud 
reporting centre, by phoning 0300 123 2040. They will also 
be able to give you help and advice about fraud and you can 
remain anonymous if you prefer.
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UK-wide charity Action on Elder Abuse operates a confidential 
helpline on 080 8808 8141 which offers advice and support on 
all aspects of elder abuse. 

Trading Standards also want to know about online fraud or 
mobile phone scams; any information you share may help 
them shut down fraudsters before others fall victim to them. 

You can report incidents, whether you’re a victim or have just 
been targeted, via the Citizen’s Advice Consumer Helpline on 
0345 404 05 06.

You can sign up for Katy Bourne’s weekly newsletter at www.
sussex-pcc.gov.uk/spcc-newsletter/

UPDATE fROM SAMARA’S AID

Dear friends

This week more than 150 of you have delivered thousands 
of boxes of essential aid for Syria and Iraq that you have 
lovingly collected in your churches, schools, workplaces and 
communities. You have spent time and care sorting and packing 
the best items in boxes and bags to deliver to us. Some of you 
have collected a handful of boxes, and one church collected so 
many that we had to send the container to them!

We are so thrilled with your contributions whether you collect 
one box or one thousand. Every garment makes a difference. 
Every box of nappies, every pair of shoes, every bar of soap or 
care pack for a woman who has just given birth....every item 
sends a very special message to the receiver which shows them 
that we have remembered them. They have not been forgotten, 
and we care. This is one of the many reasons we only send the 
best items to our brothers and sisters in need.

We loaded one container on Friday, and anticipate that we will 
load a further two 40’ containers for Syria and two artic lorries 
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for Iraq. We also anticipate sending a further three containers to 
Syria in the next few weeks carrying a lot of medical equipment 
for our hospitals providing life-saving medical care.

The pictures below show a very brief snapshot of what has been 
happening through Samara’s Aid Appeal this week: displaced 
people in Syria and Iraq receiving the aid you have helped us 
send, and our new and exciting Meditainer project beginning.
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I can’t wait to share a little more about our Meditainer project, 
converting the shipping containers we send our aid in, into 
modular hospital units for our medical teams to work from. 
The picture below shows the work that our team on the ground 
in Syria have started this week converting the first three.  I will 
share more in due course.

I want to say an enormous thank you to all of you for the energy 
and commitment you have all put in to make this essential 
work happen. It only happens because people like you make it 
happen so I would like to say a truly heartfelt thank you.

We are just revising our information pack, and will hopefully 
be able to send this out shortly. We will be working with the 
same list of items, collecting all seasons clothing and separating 
them into Summer and Winter, and they will be stored in our 
warehouses in the Middle East for the right season.  We are 
aiming for a delivery date of Friday 10th March, and I just 
need a little longer to confirm which of the storage hubs are 
participating before I send out the new information pack.

We desperately want new collectors across the UK. If you could 
organise a collection in your community or church, however 
big or small, or would like to find out how you can support our 
work in other ways, please look out for our information pack 
which will be with you very soon.

Thank you so much for your energy, commitment and most of 
all, your beautiful hearts.

Love,
Samara
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WE WENT TO IRAQ’S LARGEST CHURCH AND 
fOUND IT DESECRATED By ISLAMIC STATE

The above photo is of the baptismal font at the Church of the 
Immaculate Conception in Qaraqosh, 20 miles south east of 
Mosul. As you can see, it has been desecrated.

Islamic State captured Qaraqosh in the summer of 2014 
and reportedly used the church, which is the biggest in 
Iraq, as a shooting range. There were terrible rumours that 
Christian children were beheaded nearby, although these are 
unsubstantiated. What is clear is that the jihadis vandalised and 
scorched the building which once housed a congregation of 
3,000 worshippers.

Amid the blackened ruins, we found piles of bullet casings, 
burnt bibles, and Islamic State graffiti. Reports from the ground 
suggest that pews were used as fire wood and that statues of the 
Virgin Mary were decapitated. The Nineveh Plain Protection 
Units, a Christian organisation made up of Assyrians, is 
currently guarding the road into the city, but it remains a 
dangerous place to visit.

The Christians of Qaraqosh have gone. They have either fled or 
been killed. Even now, three months since the liberation, it is 
a ghost town. There is an assumption that Christians want to 
go back to their homes (this has certainly been the case with 
Sunnis and Yazidis in the region). However, the persecution 
they have suffered has taken its toll. Most will never go back. 



28

Instead, they will languish in church compounds in Erbil or, if 
they are lucky, they will be granted asylum in the West.

Through our partnership with the Syrian Orthodox and 
Armenian Churches in Erbil, we are feeding 33,000 Iraqi 
Christians every month. These are the people who cannot 
afford to go to neighbouring Arab countries. In most cases, they 
have lost everything.

As a Christian charity, we are committed to helping our Iraqi 
brothers and sisters in Christ. Please see the giving options below 
and join FRRME in this ministry of relief and reconciliation. As 
well as donating, you can sign-up to our weekly e-newsletter 
and prayer updates here.

Did you know?
We are registered with the Charity Commission for England 
and Wales. Please type our charity number (1133576) into 
the search box for more info.

How you can help
If you are a UK resident, you can make a single or regular 
donation via our website at http://frrme.org/
Thank you,

The FRRME Team
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THE BUTTERfLIES Of SUSSEX
by Michael Blencowe of the Sussex Wildlife Trust

As we head into spring our butterflies will start to emerge 
and, after seven years of research and writing, my book, The 
Butterflies of Sussex will shortly be emerging too. I’ve been 
reflecting on how all this came about. It started with a small 
boy captivated by a big yellow butterfly. When he got home he 
opened a wildlife book that his parents had bought him. There 
were lots of butterflies: blue ones, brown ones, orange ones, but 
only one big, yellow one – the brimstone. I had identified my 
first butterfly and discovered the thrill in giving something a 
name. That identification was the key to unlocking information 
on what that brimstone was doing, why it does it, where and 
when. The door to a parallel universe of butterflies, caterpillars, 
metamorphosis and beauty was flung open. I was like Alice lost 
in Wonderland, an adventure that has lasted a lifetime. 

The brimstone is one of 45 resident Sussex butterfly species - 
we are home to a sizable slice of the 58 species which live in the 
UK. Between 2010 and 2014, I co-ordinated the Sussex Butterfly 
Atlas Survey. Over that five year period a small army of dedicated 
notebook-wielding foot soldiers roamed the county’s downland, 
farmland, heathland and gardens reporting brimstones on 
their buddleia in Battle and silver-washed fritillaries on sunlit 
woodland footpaths in south-west Fittleworth. From my home 
headquarters the whole project felt like a military operation. 
Maps were spread across my desk, target areas were identified 
and conquered squares were routinely crossed off.  Slowly our 
current knowledge of our county’s butterflies increased. 

Looking back, we couldn’t have chosen a more exciting 
period to study the butterflies of our county. In a changing 
environment, both physically and climatically, Sussex’s 
butterflies have had to contend with habitat loss, wet summers 
and warm winters. Some species have adapted while others 
have required increased conservation efforts as their numbers 
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have fallen. On top of this, we’ve seen unprecedented invasions 
of long-tailed blues and continental swallowtails from Europe 
as well as a new species for Sussex – the scarce tortoiseshell 
– arriving rather unexpectedly. All this has provided exciting 
stories and discussion in the upcoming book.

The Butterflies of Sussex, co-written with Neil Hulme, will be 
printed and published by Pisces Publications. It’s packed 
with beautiful photos and contains commentaries on all the 
butterflies found in our county with information on where and 
how to find them alongside many other features. In fact there’s 
so much information in the book we’ve had to increase it from 
the original 288 pages to 352 pages while keeping the same 
pre-order price of £20. Bargain! This special pre-publication 
offer is available until the end of March at www.naturebureau.
co.uk  

Hopefully other people will look through its pages and it’ll 
inspire them to get lost in Wonderland too.

www.sussexwildlifetrust.org.uk  

Sussex Wildlife Trust is an independent charity caring for wildlife 
and habitats throughout Sussex.  Founded in 1961, we have worked 
with local people for over half a century to make Sussex richer in 
wildlife.  We rely on the support of our members to help protect our 
rich natural heritage.  Please consider supporting our work.  As a 
member you will be invited to join Michael Blencowe on our regular 
wildlife walks and also enjoy free events, discounts on wildlife 
courses, Wildlife magazine and our Sussex guide book, Discovering 
Wildlife.  It’s easy to join online at www.sussexwildlifetrust.org.uk/
join or over the phone on 01273 497532.
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fROM CUCkfIELD PARISH MAGAZINE – 
MARCH 1917 PARISH NOTES

NATIONAL SERVICE – The question of the mobilization of 
the Nation in order to bring to a victorious end the gigantic 
struggle in which we are now engaged is one which must 
greatly occupy our thoughts. The Bishop of the Diocese, acting 
in conjunction with the Director of National Service, has 
addressed a letter to all his Clergy, asking them in what way 
they can take part in the National Work. The Vicar has replied 
that he feels that unless under pressure of great need he would 
not be justified in leaving the parish, but he would do his best 
to set free his two colleagues, and Mr. Layton and Mr. Webb 
have replied offering their services in carrying on work for 
which they may be suitable. What the result may be we cannot 
say, but the Vicar is quite sure that the people of Cuckfield will 
acquiesce in any necessary modification of the work which is 
being done and of the Services in the Parish Church and in the 
Mission Church.

LENT SERVICES – There will be a short Service every Friday 
afternoon at 4 p.m., at which the Vicar will give a course of 
addresses on “The Lord’s Prayer.” He will also give courses of 
sermons on Sunday mornings and evenings. The subject on 
Sunday mornings will be “The Love of Christ,” as shown in (i.) 
His Incarnation, (ii.) His Temptation, (iii.) His Discourses, (iv.) 
His Miracles, (v.) His Passion, (vi.) His Death. The subject on 
Sunday evenings will be “The Shadow of the Cross in our Lord’s 
Ministry.”

ROLL OF HONOUR – We find that there is another family in 
Cuckfield with the proud record of having had five soldier sons. 
Mr. and Mrs. Dancy, of Whiteman’s Green, have four sons now 
serving with the Colours, viz.: two at home, one in France and 
another in Salonika. Their youngest son was killed in action at 
the Dardanelles in August, 1915.

POUND DAY – Miss O’Brien wishes to express her thanks to all 
who contributed to the needs of the Sussex County Hospital on 
Pound Day. She received £11 in cash and 129 lbs. of groceries, 
which was very generous, especially in these difficult days.
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THE PROBLEM OF BAGHDAD – On Monday, March 
19th, a meeting will be held at the Church Room, at 7.30 
p.m., at which the Rev. John Goodchild will give an address 
dealing with the work of the Society for Promoting Christian 
Knowledge in spreading the Gospel throughout the world, and 
also showing the aim of the German Emperor to undermine the 
influence of England in the East and to establish his own power 
in Mesopotamia. 

MEDICAL MISSIONS – The Vicar wishes to acknowledge, 
with many thanks, the receipt of £2 18s. 7d. for the Memorial 
Ward at Dr. Loch’s Hospital in China. 

VOLUNTARY RATIONING – There is no doubt that this is 
now a matter of the utmost importance. We hope to be able 
to send out with this Magazine a copy of Lord Devonport’s 
circular letter on this subject and we hope that all our readers 
will give it their earnest consideration.

THE NATIONAL MISSION –The total expenses of the 
National Mission in our parish were £18 13s. 5d.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT – The Vicar has recently received 
many generous contributions to the Assistant Clergy Fund 
and also to the Church Clubs and Charities. These he has 
acknowledged privately, but he hopes shortly to issue to the 
subscribers the yearly balance sheet and report of the Assistant 
Clergy Fund. He will also publish at Easter the balance sheet 
and accounts of the Coal and other Clubs and the Poor Fund.

THE PARISH MAGAZINE – We regret to say that the Parish 
Magazine was not a financial success last year. The circulation 
was 400 a month, which is quite satisfactory, but the increase 
in the cost of printing and paper has resulted in a deficit of 
about £14 on the year’s working.

CUCKFIELD PARK WAR HOSPITAL SUPPLY DEPOT 
– The report of the work done at the Depot from May to 
December 27th, 1916 has recently been issued, and it states that 
no less than 7,233 articles have been made, including 2,136 
roller bandages, 776 sown bandages, 158 pairs pyjamas, 379 
sun shields, 3,142 swabs, and a variety of other things which 
are in great demand in our hospitals. 
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The hours of work at the Depot are as follows:-Mondays, 10-1 
and 2.30-5; Wednesdays, 10-1; Fridays, 10-1 and 2.30-5. More 
regular helpers are needed and if there are any ladies in the 
neighbourhood who would like to join in this good work, Mrs. 
Preston will be very pleased to receive their names. Mrs. Preston 
has also received a letter from Mrs. Bromley-Davenport, Head 
of the W.H.S.D. at Hove, to which the Cuckfield Park Depot is 
affiliated, and we gladly assent to her request that extracts may 
be published in the Magazine. The letter is as follows:

“Dear Mrs Preston, 

I do not know if at present your district has been canvassed 
for educated women to fill shells. Here, this week, they have 
asked for 30,000 for this work, and those women between 
18 and 40 who are only putting in half-time work at the 
Depot and doing no other war work, provided they are 
strong enough, should go and help the country in its need 
by filling shells.  We have naturally rightly lost a certain 
number of our younger workers. We very much want you 
to appeal to all your workers and people in your district 
to sacrifice and give up everything that is not the sternest 
duty to their work at the Depot. 

Those who remain must do double work to fill the place of 
those who have gone. During the next three months our 
Depots will have demands made upon them that one is 
almost afraid to contemplate. We must strain every nerve 
and make every effort that we don’t fail our hospitals 
and those of our Allies in what will be their greatest 
need. Kitchener’s Hospital alone has been cleared for the 
reception of 1,500 cases straight from the trenches, and we 
start this week upon a big order for them. I have written 
this letter to you as I feel that the work we do now, and 
the reserves we are able to collect, will mean everything 
in the future, and that we should take a leaf out of the 
German book and not find ourselves unprepared for the 
ordeal which we know our country will soon have to face.

Yours sincerely,  
Muriel Bromley-Davenport”
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MARCH GARDEN NOTES

“March winds and April showers bring forth summer flowers” 
is the saying and, if true, enables us gardeners to crack on with 
important spring jobs in March. The weather isn’t always so 
predictable and obliging, but make the most of dry ground to 
prepare veg plots, flower borders and to rake worm casts, which 
is much easier when dry. 

Sowing some of the hardier annuals can be done this month 
under glass or cloches, e.g. sweet peas, antirrhinums, alyssum, 
marigolds, larkspur, clarkia and lobelia. Also tomatoes and 
peppers for greenhouse production. When pricking out, 
remember to hold by a leaf not the stem - there’s only one stem 
but a leaf is replaceable.  Also don’t leave it until the seedlings 
are really congested, with roots entwined, which leads to roots 
and stems being damaged in the untangling. 

For the veg garden, sow lettuce, leeks, broad beans, sprouts, 
cabbage, broccoli, kale ( give protection against pigeons and 
other birds) and, when you’ve prepared and raked the plot 
ready, sow directly into the ground peas, carrots, parsnips, 
beetroot, onion sets (except red ones, which are best left till 
April to reduce bolting), kohlrabi, rocket, spinach and corn 
salad. It’s too early for courgettes and the other members of 
tender squash family. Likewise, leave French & runner beans 
and sweetcorn till early May.

Overwintered fuchsias, osteospermums, chrysanthemums and 
pelargoniums can be propagated by cuttings with the help of 
bottom heat.

Any planting of container grown shrubs, trees and herbaceous 
plants you plan for the garden are best in the ground by Easter 
to allow roots to establish before summer.

You should have finished pruning apple and pear trees by 
now, as the blossom starts to appear, but it’s the time for 
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pruning Hybrid tea roses (cut each stem to 6 inches from its 
base), Floribunda roses (cut down to 12-15 inches and thin 
out congested or crossing stems); also Buddlieas, cutting the 
latter back hard, leaving just 1-2 inches of last year’s growth 
and removing any old woody stems. Other pruning includes 
Viburnums, Choisyas and early spring flowering shrubs once 
they are over.

Lift and divide any congested clumps of herbaceous plants, 
chucking out the old middle section and replanting the newer 
outer parts before their growth really gets under way. Bulb 
foliage may look a little unsightly for a while, but don’t cut it 
off until it’s died down, as the nutrients in the leaves go into the 
bulb for next year’s flower.

Pot on houseplants whose roots are coming through the base of 
the pot. Pot into the next size up pot, not several sizes bigger, as 
roots sitting next to a large volume of wet compost don’t always 
appreciate it. Houseplants always benefit from being turned 
round regularly from their fixed position, so as to balance up 
the light each side receives - plants grow towards the light, so 
can end up lop-sided!

If weather permits and the grass has begun to grow a little, cut 
the grass on a high setting. If the grass is starting to show signs 
of growth rather than the grey, yellowy winter look, spring 
lawn treatments (weed and feed, etc.) can begin. Always read 
the manufacturer’s instructions as to dosage and weather 
conditions.

Lindsay Shurvell
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March Crossword

(Answers on page 41)

ACROSS:
 1. FUNERAL FIRE (4)
 5. VAULTED PART OF CHURCH (4)
 7. AGREES (7)
 8. “--------“ OF THE CROSS (8)
 10. IRISH (4)
 12. WASH (4)  
 14. CANCEL (8)
 16. BEFORE BIRTH (8)
 17. PEEL (4)
 18. A CONTINENT (4)
 19. SWEET DECORATION(8)
 22. SHOWING A LACK OF REVERENCE (7)
 23. AVERAGE(4)
 24. FRUIT SEEDS(4)

DOWN:
 1. OVERTAKE (4)
 2. WHERE THE WISE MEN CAME FROM (4)
 3. RHYMING VOWEL SOUNDS (8)
 4. BURDEN(4)
 5. MEDICAL SYNDROME (8)
 6. COMFORT (4)
 9. IN THE DIRECTION OF (7)
 11. DEVILISH (7)
 13. A BIBLICAL YOUNGEST BROTHER (8)
 15. SYSTEM OF BELIEF IN GOD (8)
 18. FIRST MAN (4)
 19. MOUNTAINS (4)
 20. IMPEDIMENT (4)
 18. HELPS

1 2 3 4 5 6

7

8 9 10 11

12 13 14 15

16 17

18 19 20 21

22

23 24
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Items carried in the Cuckfield Parish Magazine do not necessarily represent the views 
of Holy Trinity PCC, the Vicar or the Editorial Team. The Editorial Team reserves the 
right to decline to publish any item or to amend or shorten material. For that reason 
we do not accept copy in PDF or  file formats other than Word. 

We are very pleased that the parish magazine is seen as a good vehicle for advertising by local 
traders and others but readers must accept that the Editors do not vouch for or in any way 
warrant the individuals, organisations, products or services advertised here.

What’s on Around Cuckfield...
Mid Sussex 
Alzheimers Support 
Group Carer’s 
Monthly Meetings

1st Monday of the month from 7 to 9pm.
Held at “Age Concern” (adjacent to Clair Hall),  
Perrymount Road, Haywards Heath.
For further details contact The Alzheimers Society on 
01403 750485 or 01403 213017 (Monday to Friday)

Friendship Club  
Ansty Village Hall

2.30 to 4pm on 1st Tuesday in month. Please come, 
have a cuppa and cake and a natter. Enquiries 413061. 

 Ansty Village Hall   CARD & TABLE GAMES. The third Thursday of the 
month at Ansty Village Hall, from 2 – 4 including tea
and cake £2. Not a serious card school – much 
laughter. Tel 413061

Wednesday 
29 March

Women’s Land Army by Ian Everest
Ansty Garden Club meets in the Village Hall at 7.45pm 
on the last Wednesday of the month with a varied 
programme of events including speakers, outings, plant 
sales etc. Members’ subscription is £8 per year. Visitors 
are charged £2 per evening visit. Refreshments and 
raffle at small cost. New members always welcome. For 
more details contact Chairperson : Derry Bailleaux or 
Secretary: Amanda Hulejczuk 01273970183

Tuesday 7 March 
2017 New England 
Wood Trust

The Annual Public Meeting will be held in Cuckfield 
in the Council Chamber of the Queen’s Hall promptly 
at 8.15p.m. This is an opportunity for the people 
of Cuckfield to meet the Trustees and to hear the 
Chairman’s report on the management of the wood. All 
welcome. Enquiries 01444 457844
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Regular Events

The master pages (including adverts) used to print this magazine can be 
viewed at www.holytrinitycuckfield.org/directory/parish-magazine/ 

ANSWERS TO MARCH CROSSWORD
ACROSS:
1.PYRE 5.APS E 7.ASSENTS 8.STATIONS 10.ERSE 12.SWAB 
14.ABROGATE 16.PRENATAL 17.RIND 18.ASIA 19.ANGELICA 
22.IMPIOUS 23.MEAN 24.PIPS

DOWN:
1.PASS 2.EAST 3.ASSONANT 4.ONUS 5.ASPERGER 6.EASE 
9.TOWARDS 11.SATANIC 13.BENJAMIN 15.RELIGION 18.ADAM 
19.ALPS 20.LISP 21.AIDS

Bellringers Friday evenings 7.45–9.15pm.

Choir Choir practice Friday evenings 7.30 for 7.45-9pm. 
(There are no practices during August)

Holy Trinity 
Mens Group

15 March - Bowling
For more information contact Clive Simmonds 01444 
454481 or email: clivesimmonds@btinternet.com

Home Groups Alternate Thursday Evenings (2 groups), 8pm call Clive & 
Isobel Simmonds 01444 454481
Tuesday, 8.00pm (in term time). David and Ros 
Thunder, Wayfarers, South Street, Tel. 417103.

Prayer Group 21 March 10am in the Lady Chapel          
Tel. Margaret Walker 454272. 

Mothers’ Union  10am in Committee Room, The Old School 
Please contact Ros Thunder 417103 for more details     

Little Ones Church 
Service

First Tuesday of the month at 11am. Come for a story, 
some songs and a prayer. All welcome.  Please contact 
Catherine Snashall for more details 01444 454712 or 
07775932823. 
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Regular Events (continued)
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Registers

Royal British Legion 
(Women’s Section)

22 March ‘The Kleinwort Family’ Maureen Rose & Carol 
Andrews

Meetings take place at 2.30pm in The Old School, 
Cuckfield

Cuckfield Crafts and 
Market

For information or to book contact Beverley Smith 
01444 440274 or Jane Ravell 01444 451454 

Cuckfield Local 
Market

9.30am to 12.30pm. Food Market at The Talbot, 
High Street, Cuckfield

Cuckfield Evening 
flower Club

10 March AGM

Cuckfield Ladies 
Group

Tuesday 7 March 10.30am.  Coffee morning at Gill 
Dowley’s – possible talk about Cuckfield Museum by 
Philippa Malins. Please contact Jan Bryan (414891) 
for more details.

Solo Lunch The next Solo Lunch will be on Sunday 11 March. 
Tickets are be available from the church office Cost £5.

Cuckfield Evening WI 21 March Neil Sadler ‘California Dreaming’

Meetings from September take place at 7.30pm at 
the Cuckfield Baptist Church, Polestub Lane

HOLy BAPTISM
Margot Elizabeth WHITE-JONES
Iona Harriet TANNER
Duncan James TANNER
Jacob Edward NEWBERY
Oscar James BROCK

IN MEMORIAM
Vivian Felix Frank STEVENS Aged 92
Ann Jane CARR Aged 49
Robert Darryl MCILVRIDE Aged 66
Rita Margaret CAMP Aged 76
Rosemary Jean WALKER-REILLY Aged 80
Steven Michael ROGERS Aged 54
Phyllis Evelyn CHATFIELD Aged 84
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March 2017 Calendar & Readings for Sunday Services

SUNDAy 5 MARCH – fIRST SUNDAy Of LENT
 8.00am Holy Communion 
   Genesis 2: 15-17, 3: 1-7; Romans 5: 12-19; 
   Matthew 4: 1-11
 9.45am Family Service
 11.00am Holy Communion (Traditional Language) 
   Romans 5: 12-19; Matthew 4: 1-11
 6.00pm Evensong 
   Deuteronomy 6: 4-9, 16-end; Luke 15: 1-10

SUNDAy 12 MARCH – SECOND SUNDAy Of LENT
 8.00am Holy Communion (Traditional Language) 
   As 9.45am 
 9.45am Parish Eucharist 
    Genesis 12: 1-4a; Romans 4: 1-5, 13-17; 
   John 3: 1-17
 6.00pm Evening Communion

SUNDAy 19 MARCH – THIRD SUNDAy Of LENT
 8.00am Holy Communion 
  As 9.45am
 9.45am Parish Eucharist 
   Exodus 17: 1-7; Romans 5: 1-11; 
   John 4: 5-42
 6.00pm Evensong 
  Joshua 1: 1-9; Ephesians 6: 10-20

SUNDAy 26 MARCH – MOTHERING SUNDAy
 8.00am Holy Communion (Traditional Language) 
  As 9.45am
 9.45am Parish Eucharist 
   Exodus 2: 1-10; Colossians 3: 12-17; 
   Luke 2: 33-35
 6.00pm Evensong 
   Prayer of Manasseh; James Chap. 5



Holy Trinity Cuckfield

SUNDAy SERVICES  &  MAJOR fESTIVALS
fOR THE MONTH

(SEE INSIDE)

WEEkDAy SERVICES – NORMALLy IN THE LADy CHAPEL 
 Monday 9.00am Morning Prayer 

 Wednesday 10.30am Holy Communion followed by Coffee & Cake
  5.00pm Evening Prayer

 Thursday 9.00am Holy Communion

 Friday 11.00am Holy Communion, BCP

 Saturday 8.45am Morning Prayer

fOR CHILDREN - IN THE OLD SCHOOL – SUNDAyS
 Noah’s Ark  ages 0 to 3
 Children’s Church  ages 3 to 10
 Pathfinders action for 11 to 13 year olds.

except for 1st Sunday of each month when all join the Family Service
and during the school summer holidays.

for details of weekday youth activities see regular events

NEWCOMERS AND VISITORS ARE MOST WELCOME 
COME AND SEE!  

JOIN US fOR COffEE IN THE OLD SCHOOL 
AfTER 9.45 SERVICES 

Michael Maine, Vicar


