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December 2017

Dear Friends,

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, 
and the Word was God 

These words will be familiar to many people and form the opening sentence 
of the fourth Gospel – John’s. They start a remarkable prologue of 18 verses 
in which John leads the reader on a journey of exploration. It is one of the 
most extraordinary passages from any period – philosophy of both creation 
and faith, bound inextricably together.



3

John echoes the opening words of the creation story in Genesis before 
leading us to consider the Word – or Logos of God. The important thing to 
say is that the Word at this point is not Jesus in this Prologue. Not yet. It is 
probably helpful to think of the Word as the Wisdom of God - an eternal 
aspect of God’s being – shot through the whole of creation, and beyond our 
understanding.

The passage then goes on to talk of the Word being the true light that 
lightens every human being – so, lightening people of good will throughout 
the ages in every time and place, philosophers of every age, scientists, 
doctors, musicians – all who reach out with goodness – all exercising their 
own creativity to enrich other people’s lives and all revealing the beauty 
of God in their own ways. This same light still enriches humanity as it has 
through all time.

So what of Jesus? John has no birth story. Instead his Christmas narrative is 
given to us in one extraordinary image:

The Word became flesh and dwelt among us - full of grace and truth

Jesus is the embodiment and revelation of all that we can understand of God 
within a human life. He shows us what a life lived in the fullness of God can 
be like. John says more: in the life of Jesus ‘we have seen his glory, the glory 
as of a father’s only son.’

And here is the final and wonderful paradox: we see the fullness of glory in 
a birth in that stable in Bethlehem, in the life of one who served others and 
washed their feet; one who sought out those considered ‘lost’ to lead them on 
a journey to find their true selves; one who challenged corruption and injustice. 
It is in such actions that we too find fulfilment of who we are called to be. 
Ultimately, he experienced death itself, death on a cross, showing us that even 
in this, God was prepared to share in the world’s darkness. This was and remains 
Christ’s glory because in its totality it was an act of self-giving love, and in this we 
are led to the knowledge of lives of Resurrection though him. 

At this time of great turmoil and uncertainty in our national narrative, may 
Christmas be a time of true joy and hope for you – and an assurance that 
you are greatly loved. 

Michael 
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FROM THE VICAR’S DESK

Tariro Hope for Youth in Zimbabwe - Jackdaw’ Jars 4 Chickens. This small charity 
funds children in school in Harare and three poor rural areas. The children are 
setting up a poultry self-sufficiency project and with this in mind we are asking 
for all your small change! Fill a ‘Jackdaw ‘ jar which are available in the church 
porch and return to the church office when full. The total will be a surprising 
amount! Help us to transform lives.

Join us for our ‘Come to the Light’ Advent Breakfast Saturday 2nd December @ 
8.30am As we await God’s gift to the world this Christmas, light a candle at a 
very short service in church at 8.30am followed by a Full English Breakfast in the 
Old School. All ages welcome. Adults £5.00 children free. Tickets after the 9.45, 
the Church Office or Mothers’ Union members.

Prayer Vigil That same day – 2nd December, the church will be open between 
6.00pm-8.00pm for a prayer vigil to mark the start of the Diocesan Year of Prayer 
which starts on Advent Sunday. Please do pop in, even if only for a short while. 

Toy Sunday We welcome people to present new children’s toys for Family 
Support Work at the Family Service on Advent Sunday 3rd December @ 9.45 
Please leave them unwrapped so that they can be given to children of the 
appropriate age.

CHRISTMAS AT HOLY TRINITY

You will find further details in the magazine of all that is taking place during the 
period leading up to Christmas, including all our treasured traditions – 

The Christmas Tree Festival (8th-10th December) – partner charity: Chailey 
Heritage

The Family Nativity and Carol Service and Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols 
on Sunday 17th December (9.45 & 6.00pm respectively). 

The Cuckfield Nativity– Thursday 21th December 6.00pm

Join us again as we journey from the church, hearing the Christmas Story as 
we travel through the churchyard and area around the church, singing carols, 
meeting Mary and Joseph, angels, shepherds, Fluffy (and other) sheep, donkeys 
and kings before we find the Holy Family at the Old School. Bring a torch, and it 
is probably best to wrap up warm as well!
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Christmas Eve falls on a Sunday this year, so there will be Holy Communion at 
8.00am and The Parish Eucharist at 9.45 am as normal. 

The two Crib Services take place at 2.30 & 4.00pm - note change of time for 
the second Crib Service and the Stable Service) together with the Stable Service 
in the Old School also at 4.00pm (Please note that these are all ticketed (free) 
obtainable from the Church Office). 

Midnight Mass starts at 11.15pm. 

On Christmas Day there will be Holy Communion (BCP) at 8.00 and the Family 
Eucharist with carols at 9.45.

Weekday services: Please note at for the two weeks following Christmas, the 
only weekday services will be Holy Communion on Wednesdays 27th (St John 
the Evangelist) and January 3rd, both at 10.30am and followed by coffee and 
cake. There may even be some of the Vicar’s Christmas cake! 

Sunday 31st December 8.00am and 9.45 as normal. No Evensong.

EPIPHANY: We shall be keeping the Feast of the Epiphany on Sunday 7th January 
2017.  Please note that the services will follow the normal First Sunday pattern: 
8.00am Holy Communion, 9.45 Family Service, 11.00 Holy Communion and 
6.00pm Evensong 

If you are new or (re)visiting……please do make yourselves known to me, any of 
the church officers or welcoming team. It is always my privilege to visit people, 
so please do contact me either through Gill in the office (01444 456461) or at 
the Vicarage (01444 454007). If you speak to me at the church door I might 
forget, so do either phone or write a note! 

Finally….. May I just finish by saying that it is a joy to share the ministry of 
revealing the Good News of Jesus Christ with all at Holy Trinity. It is a very great 
privilege to serve both the church and community as Vicar, and I look forward 
to 2018 with continuing joy in our shared journey. 

A very happy and blessed Christmas and New Year to all 

Michael
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REFLECTIONS ON NOVEMBER’S LUNCHTIME RECITAL

On 3rd November a large audience was in the church to 
welcome back Eloise Irving, soprano, who gave an excellent 
recital.  She sang songs by Vivaldi, Bach, Purcell, Mozart, 
Handel and Butterworth that were very much enjoyed by the 
audience.  Eloise was a member of the Holy Trinity Church choir 
when she won the BBC Choirgirl of the year award, in 1998.  
She has since had a very successful career as a professional 
singer, both in the UK and internationally.

Eloise’s accompanist was Martin Ford, whose accompaniments 
were brilliant.  Martin is a professional accompanist and 
organist, and as the Assistant Organist at Westminster Abbey, 
a particular highlight included playing for the service of 
celebration marking the 60th anniversary of the Coronation in 
Westminster Abbey, attended by her Majesty the Queen and 
broadcast live on TV.

We were very fortunate to have two such excellent musicians 
giving a concert at Holy Trinity Church.

Rosemary Pardey

THE PARISH MAGAZINE
For the foreseeable future, we shall be operating with a rota of duty editors 
taking it in turn to edit the magazine, covering for each other’s absences. 
To help with this, we have introduced a new email address:

duty-editor@holytrinitycuckfield.org

Mail to this address will forward to whoever is the editor for the month, and 
we would encourage all our contributors to start using this address, please, as 
the quickest and easiest way to reach the editor of the month. Replies to you 
will come from the real person who is on duty, however!
We hope this will work seamlessly for us all and, in the meantime, copy date for 
the February edition of the magazine is no later than MONDAY 8TH JANUARY.

The Editorial Team
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Sunday 17th December
 8.00  Holy Communion
 9.45  Family Nativity and Carol Service
 6.00pm  A Festival of Nine Lessons  
  and Carols (followed by refreshments)

Thursday 21st December
 6.00pm  The Cuckfield Nativity

Sunday 24th December
 8.00  Holy Communion
 9.45  Parish Eucharist
 2.30 and 4.00  Crib Services (church)
 4.00  Stable Service (Old School)
 11.15pm  Midnight Mass

Christmas Day
 8.00  Holy Communion
 9.45  Family Eucharist with carols
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(continued on page 11)

DISENCHANTMENT

Brian Cutler finds that he has to refine his opinion of Anton 
Chekhov following the Cuckfield Dramatic Society’s Autumn 
production of Uncle Vanya.

When Cuckfield Dramatic Society announced that they planned 
to stage Anton Chekhov’s Uncle Vanya this autumn I was quite 
excited by the prospect, if a little apprehensive that the demands 
of the play might exceed the resources of a local amateur group. 
I have always been interested in Chekhov, and the slow and at 
times painful transition from a feudal society to something a 
little more modern, possibly because my grandmother lived 
in Russia about this time. What I had forgotten was just how 
miserable that period was for many people, a misery in which 
Chekhov seems to almost wallow in many of his plays.

For years Vanya (Paul Davey) has managed the family estate 
with the help of his niece, Sonya (Estella Baliicki), primarily 
for the benefit of his deceased sister, the mother of Sonya, 
and her much respected academic husband, Serebrakov 
(Martin Sheldon). In retirement the “professor” and his new 
wife, Helena (Sharran Rigby-Smith), have come to live at the 
family estate, completely disrupting the settled routine of the 
household enjoyed by the old nurse, Marina (Harriët Sheldon), 
and the matriarch of the family, Marian Vasilyevna (Diana 
Martin), and also attracting the attention of the local doctor, 
Astrov (Ken Collins).

STONEPILLOW APPEAL – THANK YOU!
The Outreach Committee of Holy Trinity Church would like to say “thank you” to 
all those who so generously donated domestic items to our Stonepillow appeal. 
All the donations have now been taken to Stonepillow at Chichester where 
they were very gratefully received and will be used to support homeless and 
vulnerable people in West Sussex.
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(continued from page 8)

The play revolves around Vanya’s disillusionment with the 
reputation and worth of his brother-in-law, the latter’s 
discomfort at living in the country, and the overlapping 
triangles of attraction involving Astrov, Helena, Vanya and 
Sonya. Meanwhile an impoverished landowner, Telegrin (Keith 
Moss), proffers philosophical reflections, almost in the manner 
of a Greek chorus, giving Chekhov an alternative voice for his 
own views to that of the doctor (his own profession and an 
obvious embodiment of himself). 

Chekhov is often regarded as an early modern writer. He 
embraces change, gives appropriate attention to the role of 
women in society and, thanks to the influence of his wife, is very 
aware of environmental issues, such as deforestation and the 
loss of native species. The relationship issues that he explores 
are as relevant today as when he was writing, although now the 
issues are likely to be treated much more explicitly.

Emma Gosling’s direction is well paced and brings out both the 
story and the emotions, particularly those of Vanya. However 
Chekhov’s resolution (“return to life as it was before”) is very 
much of the period and of the place. Nothing really changes, 
leaving the audience flat and perhaps a little disappointed, 
asking what was it all about?

Brian Cutler
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Registered Charity 1075837 and Company 
limited by Guarantee 3769775 (England).

Beautifully 
Decorated 

Trees

Admission: £5
Children: Free

Refreshments  
& live music

Friday 8th December
11:30 - 7:30pm

Saturday 9th December
11:30 - 6:30pm

Sunday 10th December 
11:30-5pm 

Followed by a carol  
service at 6pm

Hand, foot and finger 
prints by children from 
Chailey Heritage School.

Cuckfield Christmas Tree Festival 2017
Holy Trinity Church, Cuckfield

Supporting Our Partner Charity

Educating and caring for children and young people with complex 
physical disabilities and health needs.



13

INVITATION TO THE 2017 
CHRISTMAS TREE FESTIVAL

On the weekend of 8th, 9th and 10th December the 
church will be welcoming the whole community 
as our annual Christmas Tree Festival takes place, 
raising funds for Chailey Heritage Foundation and 
the church. 

Looking back, over the last fourteen years, the 
festival has already raised a total of more than 
£120,000, helping a number of local charities, local 
projects run by national charities and the church.

The Committee formally invites you, as Parish 
Magazine readers, to come and enjoy our 15th 
festival by bringing all your family and friends and 
making this our best festival so far . . .

Don’t forget, you can time your visit to coincide 
with your favourite musicians by visiting www.
cuckfieldctf.org.uk to see this year’s expected 
musical programme.  When you’ve explored 
the intricacies of over 70 decorated trees, again 
representing our community, cross to the Old 
School and savour the refreshments for sale or 
browse the Chailey Heritage Foundation stall.

Doubtless you will have heard of Chailey Heritage; 
maybe you have visited the school or perhaps you 
have personal experience of all it has to offer its 
children. To find out more please carry on reading, 
and then come and visit the Festival (December 
8th-10th) to help Chailey Heritage take one step 
closer to realising its “Dream”.

See our posters for details of opening times and bear 
in mind that refreshments will generally be available 
from half an hour after opening time to half an hour 
before closing time each day.
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Chailey Heritage Foundation 

Haywards Heath Road 

North Chailey, Lewes 

t: 01825 724752 

e: fundraising@chf.org.uk 

fb: /ChaileyHeritageFoundation 

www.chf.org.uk 

Registered Charity No. 1075837 

Registered in England as a Charitable Company limited by Guarantee No 3769775 

 

 
Our mission is to give disabled children and young people every opportunity to 

pursue their fullest potential. 
 

Since 1903, Chailey Heritage Foundation has developed a range of pioneering 
services to meet the needs of children and young people with complex physical 

disabilities and high health needs. 
 

We have an ambitious plan to create The DREAM Centre 
where the unbelievable becomes believable. 

 
This modern, purpose built indoor recreation and therapy facility will provide 
the opportunity to participate in a range of amazing activities that many will 

experience for the very first time. 
 

It will feature an indoor sports court for wheelchair football and power chair 
driving; a raised stage for drama and dance, a built in trampoline for rebound 
therapy; as well as a 4D immersive sensory learning environment. This large 
space will also allow our community to come together for events and celebra-

tions. 
 

Funds raised at this event will support this life-changing project 
Please help us make the dreams of these children come true. 

 
Thank you for your support 
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REFORMATION

The 500th anniversary of the reformation set me thinking. Luther 
saw that there were things in the church that didn’t seem right 
to him, and said so. As a result the church changed.  The church 
is always changing, sometimes imperceptibly slowly. 

When the church changes, it is actually people who are 
changing. We change our opinions and behaviours throughout 
our lives, hopefully for the better. The distinguishing 
catchphrase of reformation Protestantism was “Salvation by 
grace alone, through faith alone, in Christ alone.”

What does faith mean today? Is it belief in facts – or is it more 
like trust, faithfulness and seeing things differently? What is 
salvation? Does it mean something that happens when we 
die – or is it about a new way of living now, a transformed life 
of freedom and fullness? Is Christ in heaven – somewhere 
else, above the bright blue sky – or is God here now, in 
everything and everyone?

The Anglican style of Christianity is based on scripture, 
tradition and reason. As Anglicans we are free to answer 
these questions as we wish – to reason all we wish and to 
answer as we think best. We can also keep reasoning away all 
through our lives. If something starts to itch, we can wrestle 
with it – and improve our answers if necessary. 

The conversation started long before we arrived, and will 
continue after we are gone. Some things that happened to 
people (for honestly-held but different beliefs) during the 
Reformation were appalling. Fortunately we are allowed to 
think and speak freely. Christianity will continue to change. 
People see the bible in different ways; for example much of 
scripture can be seen as God’s words or as metaphor. 
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Will the next reformation be a move away from certainty 
to mystery? Is our concept of God too small? Should our 
behaviour be more focussed on this life than the next? Is 
community salvation more important than the individual’s?

The good news is that the wonderful central idea – of 
mankind searching for and meeting a gracious loving God - 
the light that shines in the darkness - God with us – remains 
unchanged and common to all.

Christmas gives us an opportunity to refocus on the light that 
shines in the darkness, the light which has never been put out.  

Jonathan Berry

HOLY TRINITY CHURCH CRIB

When Father Michael requested a few more shepherds for 
the crib this year, it seemed to be the perfect opportunity 
to give the whole thing a face-lift.

As some of you will remember, Chris Challen and I made the 
crib for the Christmas of 1991. Since then, Chris has moved 
on, and taken her superb needlework skills with her. I have 
continued to potter about with clay and over the years have 
got a bit better at it. Looking at the crib with a critical eye, I 
felt I could make a few improvements without spoiling the 
integrity of the piece as a whole.

So I hope the additional shepherds, with their open smiling 
faces, bring some joy to the solemnity of the scene, though 
the old shepherd leaning on his stick remains very grave. 
Perhaps, like Simeon, he recognises the Saviour of the world 
before him. The little shepherd boy still offers his lamb, 
reminding us of that lovely carol, with the verse “What shall 
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I give him, poor as I am?”

Joseph has aged a bit, but is allowed to look proud and, I 
expect, rather pleased with himself having just helped to 
deliver his wife’s baby and probably cut the umbilical cord 
with his carpenter’s knife. What an undervalued saint he is.

Our new Mary is less passive. She has been visited by an 
angel and not flinched. Her faith makes her strong and 
fearless. She looks out at us directly, from 2000 years ago, 
and her gesture echoes the words from Isaiah written 
beneath the crib: “For unto us a child is born, unto us a son 
is given.”

Through the window we see the star of Bethlehem, and 
perched on the window ledge is a dove of peace. The old 
donkey is still there, and is joined by an ox and a couple of 
curious sheep.

And finally, Epiphany.  The wise men come to the end of 
their long, hard journey and find they have been led to a 
stable.  Their riches and fine clothes look shockingly out of 
place, but the old king kneels before the Christ child and 
presents his gift. He stretches out his arms, and his soul 
shakes within him.

The Bible story of our Lord’s birth is such a beautiful gift. 
I hope the crib will help bring us all a little closer to the 
wonder of Christmas.  

“The maker of the stars and sea, Become a child on earth, 
for me?”   (John Betjeman)

Julie Janvrin
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IT’S ALL IN THE WORDS!

Good King Wenceslas looked out, on the Feast of Stephen, 
When the snow lay round about, deep and crisp and even; 
Brightly shone the moon that night, tho’ the frost was cruel, 
When a poor man came in sight, gath’ring winter fuel.

Do the words above conjure up happy memories of 
Christmas past and hopes for the future? Do you have 
a memory of, perhaps, singing this carol on someone’s 
doorstep in the hope of payment? Or is it one of those 
carols that you can’t bear (some people have very strong 
feelings about such matters!) and hope that it won’t appear 
on the carol sheet this year? 

The words were written by John Mason Neale – whose 
ministry as a priest took place locally. Neale was appointed 
as the Warden of Sackville College in East Grinstead in 
1846; alms-houses still in existence today. He was just 
twenty-eight years old, a young priest who had previously 
been chaplain (from the age of just twenty-two) of Downing 
College, Cambridge and then Vicar of Crawley until his 
delicate health broke down. In spite of this, for the next 
twenty-eight years he used his gifts and talents to the full. 

(continued on page 23)
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Indeed, as the writer S. Ollard commented in the 1920s, 
‘his astonishing genius showed itself in several directions, 
any one of which by itself would [have made] him famous.’ 
He was a great friend of Rev. Thomas Maberley, Vicar of 
Cuckfield from 1841-1877, often preaching in Holy Trinity. 
He also preached at the opening of St Wilfred’s, Haywards 
Heath – a building sponsored by the parish of Cuckfield from 
part of which the parish of Haywards Heath was created.

Neale was a highly regarded church historian, whose talents 
were recognised by the Tsar of Russia who sent him £100 in 
1851 to acknowledge his work regarding the Eastern Church. 
Ten years later, this was followed by a gift of precious icons 
from the Patriarch of Moscow in thanks for his building of 
bridges between the Anglican and Orthodox Churches. He 
was a highly regarded preacher and also a prize winning poet 
and writer, not least of children’s stories. Neale founded the 
great religious community of St Margaret, East Grinstead, in 
its day the largest of all Anglican orders. In the days before 
the Welfare State, it is hard to imagine the extraordinary 
work carried out amongst the sick and poor by such orders.

(continued from page 20)
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However, perhaps what he is remembered for nowadays 
are his hymns. A fine scholar, he unlocked the door of a 
wonderful treasure house of the ancient Latin and Greek 
hymns of the church through translation. ‘Jerusalem the 
Golden,’ ‘O happy band of pilgrims,’ ‘All glory, laud and 
honour,’ Hail, gladdening light,’ Light’s abode, celestial 
Salem,’ ‘O come, O come, Emmanuel,’ – just a few of his 
extraordinary output. Before his death at the age of forty-
eight, he (and his family) suffered much persecution from 
his modest introduction of ceremonial and beauty in 
worship. Several times, mobs broke his windows and tried 
to set fire to the college and he was once assaulted whilst 
taking the funeral of one of the sisters of the community. 
Yet he loved his Church and people and faced such trials 
with humility and meekness. 

So what of Good King Wenceslas? Neale wrote the carol in 
1853 for Carols for Christmastide and it soon became widely 
popular. The text about Wenceslas is entirely Neal’s own 
work, based on medieval accounts of the saintly Wenceslas, 
a canonized Duke of Bohemia from the 900s. Devotion 
to the saint was particularly strong in both Bohemia and 
England before the Reformation. Neale obviously decided a 
revival in knowledge of the saint was due!
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Through the years, the carol has remained ever popular with 
ordinary people although much derided by commentators. 
The Oxford Book of Carols, whilst including it, quotes E. 
Duncan who ‘goes so far as to call it “doggerel”, and Bullen, 
who condemns it as “poor and commonplace to the last 
degree.” Whilst it is true that it is not of the highest quality 
Neale was capable of, what it does so cleverly is to tell a 
story which conjures up vivid images in our minds – and 
that is a great gift from Neale to us. Someone who rhymes 
‘dinted’ with ‘printed’ demands my respect!

So, on the Feast of Stephen – Boxing Day - as the Turkey 
makes a repeat performance, do give thanks, not only for 
Saint Stephen the first Christian martyr, and Wenceslas’ 
selfless life; but also for John Mason Neale, who left such a 
rich Anglican heritage.

Michael
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ENSEMBLE REZA’S COMMUNITY ORCHESTRA
FAMILY CHRISTMAS CONCERT

Start the festive season with Ensemble Reza’s Community Orchestra Family 
Christmas Concert on Sunday 3rd December from 3-5pm at Warden Park 
Secondary Academy.  

With a programme packed with popular tunes, from Star Wars to the Snowman, 
the orchestra (of over 80 musicians aged between 6-81 years, supported by 
members of Burgess Hill Symphony Orchestra and virtuoso players Ensemble 
Reza) will have you dancing in your seats!  

These concerts are always very inspiring with so many musicians performing 
together, so please come and join us for some wonderful music and tasty 
refreshments with tea and cake.

Tickets cost £8 adults and £3 for children under the age of 18 and are available 
on the door or from Carousel Music and Pepperbox (Cuckfield) and online at 
www.ensemblereza.com

BURGESS HILL CHORAL SOCIETY
CHRISTMAS CONCERT
Join us for the Burgess Hill Choral Society Christmas Concert, which 
includes Haydn’s Nelson Mass, Bach’s ‘Wachet Auf’ and carols for 
choir and audience.

Saturday 9th December 7.30pm

St. Andrew’s Church, Junction Road/Cants Lane, Burgess 
Hill, RH15 0LG

Tickets 
£13 or £3 for under-18s, available via

http://www.burgesshillchoralsociety.org.uk
Burgess Hill Town Council Help Point
on the door or phone: 07522 493966
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WAKE ME UP WHEN IT’S OVER
by Michael Blencowe of the Sussex Wildlife Trust

Well that was a scary year wasn’t it?  Nuclear threats, freak 
storms and headlines filled with hate.  Never before in my 
life have I felt such a strong urge to just curl up in a ball 
and go to sleep for a very, very long time.  This defeatist 
attitude is a way of life for the hazel dormouse who each 
year scrawls the words ‘do not disturb’ across its calendar 
for November, December, January, February, March and 
April and turns in for a long, long nap. 

The feeling that your future is quickly becoming uncertain 
and dangerous is one which we can now all relate to.  For 
the dormouse it’s an annual event.  The onset of colder 
weather each autumn signals that the dormouse diet of 
flowers, fruit, seeds, insects and nuts will soon vanish.  So 
each winter instead of struggling to survive it simply shuts 
down and sleeps.  Dormice are nocturnal, feeding at night 
amongst trees and bushes.  In October they can double in 
weight as they stock up on food before hard times arrive. 
Which reminds me, I need to pick up a few trolleys full of 
tinned goods next time I’m in Tesco. 

When they have sufficiently stuffed their cute little faces 
these rotund rodents descend to a ground-floor dormitory, 
a tightly woven nest under moss and leaves, and become 
dormant.  Heart-rate and breathing reduce by over 90% and 
body temperature is dropped to just a few degrees above 
freezing.  This means dormice don’t need much energy to 
stay alive and valuable fat reserves are burnt very slowly.  
Not many British mammals actually hibernate.  Sure, 
badgers and squirrels enter a deep sleep for longer periods 
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but they’re not hibernating – they’re merely in ‘stand by’ 
mode and can reawaken quickly. Full hibernation requires 
a complete shutdown, pulling the power plug (almost) 
completely out of the wall.  Of our British mammals just 
dormice, hedgehogs and the bats hibernate.

Yet it isn’t just Britain’s longest lie-in that has earned the 
dormouse its sleepy reputation.  Even after it has woken up 
in May, the dormouse will readily hit the ‘snooze’ button 
and drop back into a torpid semi-hibernation as a way of 
avoiding any hassle.  Not much food available yet?  Back 
to sleep.  Too wet to go out and find food?  Back to sleep.  
Simply can’t be bothered?  Back to sleep.  Sleep seems like 
an easy alternative to life’s problems but hibernation and 
torpor have a high price; if a predator finds you you’re too 
tired to wake up and run away. 

So as our world shuts down around us and compassion, 
respect and hope get stripped away we can’t just shut 
down and forget about it like the dormouse.  We can’t let 
‘em catch us sleeping.  We have to stay wide awake and 
vigilant, ready to stand up and make the world around us a 
better place.  Let’s hope that when that sleepy ol’ dormouse 
wakes up again in 2018 the world will be a little bit brighter. 
For everyone. 

Sussex Wildlife Trust is an independent charity caring for wildlife 
and habitats throughout Sussex.  Founded in 1961, we have worked 
with local people for over half a century to make Sussex richer in 
wildlife.  We rely on the support of our members to help protect our 
rich natural heritage.  Please consider supporting our work.  As a 
member you will be invited to join Michael Blencowe on our regular 
wildlife walks and also enjoy free events, discounts on wildlife 
courses, Wildlife magazine and our Sussex guide book, Discovering 
Wildlife.  It’s easy to join online at www.sussexwildlifetrust.org.uk/
join or over the phone on 01273 497532.
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DECEMBER/JANUARY GARDEN NOTES

October and the start of November was quite dry, ideal for raking 
leaves, weeding and generally tidying up the garden. There have 
been no “gales” to shake off the leaves so, as I write, there are 
plenty still to fall - particularly beech and oak, so raking up will 
continue into December.

With the clocks on GMT, gardening time is limited and precious, 
especially with all the festive preparations that demand our time 
and attention. Insulate outdoor taps and check greenhouse heaters 
are working if you over-winter tender plants in them. 

Prune open-grown apples and pears (i.e. not wall-trained espaliers 
and cordons). Prune Acers, hornbeams, birches and vines before 
Christmas to avoid “bleeding” (sap leaking from the wound due the 
pressure of sap within the tissues that conduct water and sugars). 
Normally, the flow of sap of deciduous plants falls in autumn to 
early winter as the plants lose their leaves and become dormant. 
Many deciduous trees and shrubs are best pruned while dormant 
and bleeding is minimised at this time. In late winter to early spring, 
the sap starts to rise again, delivering water and sugar to the new 
leaf buds as they swell in readiness for spring. The sap of some 
trees and shrubs begins to rise very early and these are particularly 
vulnerable to bleeding if pruned late winter or early spring as the 
rising sap spills out from the pruning cut.

Deciduous shrubs and trees can still be planted and transplanted 
in December and January so long as the ground isn’t frozen. 
Other December/January jobs include cutting down dead growth 
of herbaceous plants, brushing paths and treating with an anti-
algae/moss product if slippery, cleaning garden tools (and oiling) 
to minimise rust over the winter, booking your mower in for a 
service (and other petrol driven machinery like strimmers and 
hedgecutters).

For those with a vegetable patch containing parsnips and leeks, 
keep a spade handy for harvesting as well as digging out compost 
heaps, and a shovel for snow … if we get any. Harvest sprouts, 
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winter cabbage, kale and other greens as you need them. Turnips, 
beetroot and swedes will withstand some degrees of frost, but may 
be lifted and stored in boxes of sand in a cool shed.

Take a stroll round the garden, checking fences and stakes, and roll 
up fruit-cage top netting. Plant shallots and garlic - or be lazy and 
leave till early February! Autumn-sown broad beans and sweet 
peas are best kept in a cold frame over winter, as very wet or frozen 
soil tends to cause damping off. Prevent Christmas gift plants such 
as azaleas, Christmas cacti and indoor cyclamen going rapidly over 
by keeping them cool at 13-15C (55-59F). In particular, forced bulbs 
such as daffodils and hyacinths require lower temperatures (a cool 
north- or west- facing window-sill being ideal).

If you have the pleasure of over-indulging at Christmas with turkey, 
Christmas pudding and the like, you can work some of it off by 
barrowing compost and mulch onto your flower borders before 
bulbs poke their “noses” through. Pushing a laden wheelbarrow is 
good honest physical exercise!

Merry Christmas
Lindsay Shurvell

FROM CUCKFIELD MAGAZINE DECEMBER 1917

Parish Notes
The Roll of Honour –In many homes during the past month there has been a 
good deal of anxiety and suspense, chiefly on account of the severe fighting on 
the Western Front and in Palestine. As yet, we have heard of no further loss of 
life among our Cuckfield men, but we wish to express our sincere sympathy with 
Mr. Funnell, the Caretaker of the Cuckfield Club, whose younger son, Private 
Leonard Funnell, Canadian Infantry, was killed on October 30th. He went out to 
Canada some few years ago, but on the outbreak of war he and his elder brother 
joined the Army, and he has now given his life in defence of his Motherland.

News was received some little time ago that 2nd Lieut. Ralph Stephenson 
Clarke had been wounded, and he is now in hospital in Cairo and progressing 
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(continued from page 32)

favourably. We are sorry to hear that Lance-Corporal Christopher Meaning, 
Essex Regiment, has been severely wounded, but the latest report is that he 
is progressing favourably in hospital in Cairo, and Corporal T. A. Avery, Royal 
Garrison Artillery, is now in hospital suffering from shell shock. Mr. W. Reeve has 
been invalided out of the Army owing to rheumatic fever.

We have been very pleased recently to welcome several of our Cuckfield men 
home on leave from the Front, including 2nd Lieut. Gilbert Denman, 2nd Lieut. 
Stephen H. Knight, who has come from Palestine, and Gunner Leonard Rhodes.

The Rev. J. H. Layton – We are very sorry to say that Mr. Layton has had a 
break-down in health which will necessitate his taking a complete rest and 
change. It is possible that he may be away for three or four months. The Vicar 
will meanwhile carry on with the help of Mr. Webb as best he can, and he hopes 
to be able after Christmas to have the assistance of someone who will reside in 
the parish and give his whole time to the work. We can assure Mr. Layton that 
he has our sympathy and also our prayers and good wishes for his speedy and 
complete recovery.

Advent Services – The Vicar does not propose to make any additions or 
alterations to the services this Advent, but he hopes to preach two courses of 
sermons, the subjects of which will be announced later. At the close of Evensong 
on the 1st and 2nd Sundays in Advent “The Litany of the Incarnate Word” (Hymn 
No. 464) will be sung. 

Christmas Day – For the fourth time we shall spend Christmas under the shadow 
of the great war, and although it cannot be for any of us a time of merriment, still 
we hope that some of the quiet joy of Christmas may come into many homes, 
even where there is the sorrow of bereavement and the anxiety of separation. 
It is possible that we may not issue Christmas notice papers, and in that case 
we hope that our readers will pay particular attention to the following list of 
Services at the Parish Church and make it known to all who are interested:

Dec. 25th – Christmas Day
6 a.m. Celebration of Holy Communion. 
7 a.m. Celebration of Holy Communion. 
8 a.m. Celebration of Holy Communion (Plain). 
11 a.m. Morning Prayer and Sermon. 
Noon. Celebration of Holy Communion 
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3.30 p.m. Evensong with Short Address, and Carols by the Children.

The Offerings at all the Services will be divided between the Poor Fund and the 
Parochial Charities (Clubs).

On the evening of the Sunday after Christmas there will be a shortened Evensong 
with a Christmas Service of Song and Carols.

Watch-Night Service – On New Year’s Eve there will be a Watch-Night Service, 
beginning at 11.20 p.m.

Carol Concert – A Carol Concert will be held in the Church Room at Ansty on 
Friday, December 28th, at 7 p.m., in aid of St. Dunstan ‘s Hospital for Blinded 
Soldiers. Admission 6d. and 3d. For further particulars, see bills. We hope that 
the Concert will be a great success and that there will be a crowded audience.

The Christmas Decorations – We shall be very grateful for flowers and evergreens 
for the decorations of the Church at Christmas, and we should be glad if they 
could be sent to the Church early on the morning of Christmas Eve.

Missions Overseas – We duly observed the Day of Intercession for the Mission 
Work of the Church, and we were very pleased to welcome Canon Fisher, to 
whom we are much indebted for his interesting and helpful addresses. We 
should like to call attention to the challenge which has been issued to Cuckfield 
Church people, as a £5 National War Bond has been promised for Foreign 
Missions (S.P.G.) on condition that a similar sum is raised in Cuckfield before 
January 10th, 1918. The Vicar will be very pleased to forward any contributions 
which may be sent to him. 

The Cuckfield Club – We are asked by Mr. Preston to say that he does not propose 
to have any social re-union of the Club this year. So many of the members are 
in anxiety and sorrow, owing to the losses in the war, that it is felt that anything 
like festivity would be out of place, but we look forward to brighter and happier 
days, which we hope are not far distant.

The V.A.D. Hospital – It is very gratifying to see that the good work which is being 
done at the Hospital for our wounded soldiers is recognised by the Authorities, 
and we wish to offer our congratulations to Mrs. Bannister and Miss Bevan on 
the fact that their names have been brought to the notice of the Secretary of 
State for War for their valuable services.
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The Church Army – Mrs. Druce, the local Secretary, wishes to acknowledge, 
with many thanks, the receipt of £11 17s. 1d., subscriptions for the general war 
work of the Church Army, and £28 19s. 6d. for Huts. We congratulate Mrs. Druce 
on the success which has attended her efforts, and we are glad of the generous 
help which has been given to a good cause.

Ministry of Labour – The Vicar has recently received a circular stating the present 
most urgent national demand for women’s services, and enclosing a pamphlet 
giving full details of the scheme. There are probably very few women in Cuckfield 
whose time is not already very fully occupied, but the Vicar will be very pleased to 
hand on the pamphlet to any who would like to have further information.

Dinners for the School Children – The Managers of the School are now making 
an experiment and supplying all the School children who wish for it a hot mid-
day meal. This is done partly for the benefit of the children’s health and comfort, 
and also with the idea of effecting an economy in the use of flour and bread. A 
small charge is made, but this will not be sufficient to cover the cost of firing and 
materials, &c., and so any contributions of vegetables will be thankfully received.

Fund for Sailors – We are glad to say that we were able to send a contribution of 
£6 1s. to King George’s Fund for Sailors, which was acknowledged in the 47th list, 
published in the “Daily Telegraph” on Monday, November 26th. Our contribution 
comprised the offerings on All Saints’ Day, viz., £1 15s. 5d. at the Parish Church 
and 4s. 4d. at Brook Street, and £4 1s. 3d. placed subsequently in the Alms Boxes.

The Coral League – Towards our usual yearly contribution of £7 for the support 
of our Mission boy, Robert, we have received £4 2s. 10d., being the proceeds 
of the Children’s Services since last Advent Sunday, and £2 13s. 4¼d., being the 
contents of boxes.

The Advertisements – The Vicar is very grateful to those who have been good 
enough to place advertisements in the Magazine, and he hopes that they will 
continue their help in the coming year. Mr. A. Browne will again take the matter 
in hand and will be glad to receive any orders.
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December Crossword

ACROSS
 1. SUNG AT CHRISTMAS (6)
 4. CAME TO THE SHEPHERDS (6)
 7. SEE 19 ACROSS
 9. AFTERNOON MEALS (4)
 10. GOD OF WAR (4)
 11. HE WAS BORN AT 7 ACROSS (5)
 13. MEASURE USED IN COOKERY (6)
 14. CHARTED (6)
 15. ANIMALS (6)
 17. PERIOD BEFORE 7 ACROSS (6)
19 & 7 SAID AT A WINTER FESTIVE   
 SEASON (5,9)
 20. CAIN’S BROTHER (4)
 22. EVE’S PARTNER (4)
 23. THE SUN SHINES UPON THEM (9)
 24. YELL (6)
 25. HELPS TRANSPORT POP STARS ETC (6)

DOWN
 1. WELSH (6)
 2. CRIES OF WONDER (4)
 3. MAKE A FUSS (6)
 4. PART OF THE STOMACH (6)
 5. ANIMAL (4)
 6. HOLY (6)
 7. JESUS WAS ONE (9)
 8. HEARD THE MESSAGE FROM 4  
  ACROSS (9)
 11. BIBLICAL LAND (5)
 12. BEACH LIKE (5)
 15. DAVID WROTE SOME (6)
 16. A CHIEF (6)
 17. SEEM (6)
 18. RELIGIOUS BUILDING (6)
 21. FRUIT (4)
 22. AIR (4)

1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8

9 10

11 12

13 14

15 16 17 18

19

20 21 22

23

24 25
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What’s on Around Cuckfield...

Mid Sussex 
Alzheimers Support 
Group Carer’s 
Monthly Meetings

1st Monday of the month from 7 to 9pm.
Held at “Age Concern” (adjacent to Clair Hall),  Perrymount 
Road, Haywards Heath.
For further details contact The Alzheimers Society on 
01403 750485 or 01403 213017 (Monday to Friday)

Friendship Club 
Ansty Village Hall

2.30 to 4pm on 1st Tuesday in month. Please come, 
have a cuppa and cake and a natter. Enquiries 413061. 

Ansty Village Hall   CARD & TABLE GAMES. The third Thursday of the month 
at Ansty Village Hall, from 2 – 4 including tea and cake 
£2. Not a serious card school – much laughter. Tel 413061

Wednesday 
13 December

Christmas Meal
Ansty Garden Club meets in the Village Hall at 7.45pm 
on the last Wednesday of the month with a varied 
programme of events including speakers, outings, plant 
sales etc. Members’ subscription is £8 per year. Visitors 
are charged £2 per evening visit. Refreshments and raffle 
at small cost. New members always welcome. For more 
details contact Chairperson : Derry Bailleaux or Secretary: 
Amanda Hulejczuk 01273970183

Fro
m

 t
h
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Registers HOLY BAPTISM
Hannah Esmé HARRINGTON
Oliver Robert MATHEWS
Ottillie May MUSIK

HOLY MATRIMONY
Sam Warren Norman HOLMAN & Keziah Grace 
HARDING

IN MEMORIAM
Ruth Freda JONES Aged 91
Nicholas John Arnold BENNETT Aged 68
Derek Kelway BALL Aged 86
Paul Francis BYRNE Aged 47
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Items carried in the Cuckfield Parish Magazine do not necessarily represent the views of Holy 
Trinity PCC, the Vicar or the Editorial Team. The Editorial Team reserves the right to decline to 
publish any item or to amend or shorten material. For that reason we do not accept copy in PDF 
or  file formats other than Word. 
We are very pleased that the parish magazine is seen as a good vehicle for advertising by local 
traders and others but readers must accept that the Editors do not vouch for or in any way 
warrant the individuals, organisations, products or services advertised here.

Regular Events
Bellringers Thursday evenings 7.45–9.15pm.

Choir Choir practice Friday evenings 7.30 for 7.45-9pm. 
(There are no practices during August)
Choir Club for children and young people from age 7 - 8 
upwards. In the Old School 6.30 (doors open 6.15) - 8pm 
on Fridays. (Not during Half Term and school hols.)

Holy Trinity 
Mens Group

No meeting in December
17 January Curry Night at the Whyte Harte
For more information contact Clive Simmonds 01444 
454481 or email: clivesimmonds@btinternet.com

Home Groups Alternate Thursday Evenings (2 groups), 8pm call Clive 
& Isobel Simmonds 01444 454481
Tuesday, 8.00pm (in term time). David and Ros 
Thunder, Wayfarers, South Street, Tel. 417103.

Prayer Group 19 December & 16 January 10am in the Lady Chapel     
Tel. Margaret Walker 454272. 

Mothers’ Union Saturday 2 December 8.30am Advent Service of 
Light and Breakfast. Tuesday 12 December 12noon 
Christmas Lunch at Wayfarers. Please contact Ros 
Thunder 417103 for more details     

Little Ones Church 
Service

First Tuesday of the month at 11am. Come for a story, 
some songs and a prayer. All welcome.  Please contact 
Catherine Snashall for more details 01444 454712 or 
07775932823. 

The master pages (including adverts) used to print this magazine can be viewed at www.
holytrinitycuckfield.org/directory/parish-magazine/ 
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Regular Events (continued)
Royal British 
Legion 
(Women’s Section)

13 December – Christmas Party
January No meeting
Meetings take place at 2.30pm in The Old School, 
Cuckfield

Cuckfield Crafts 
and Market

For information or to book contact Beverley Smith 
01444 440274 or Jane Ravell 01444 451454 

Cuckfield Local 
Market

9.30am to 12.30pm. Food Market at The Talbot, High 
Street, Cuckfield. (Monthly)

Cuckfield Evening 
Flower Club

1 December – ‘Amongst the Snow and Ice’ Graham King
January No Meeting

Cuckfield Ladies 
Group

Tuesday 5 December 12.30pm ~Christmas Lunch
9 January (2nd Tuesday) 8pm – Games evening at 
Rosemary Viccari’s
For more details please contact Jan Bryan 414891

Solo Lunch The next Solo Lunch will be on 3 December. Tickets £5 
available from the Church office.
January Solo Lunch will be on 14th January

Cuckfield 
Evening WI

19 December – Christmas Party
16 January – ‘History of Pantomimes and Pantos What I 
Wrote’ Douglas Eaton
Meetings from September take place at 7.30pm at the 
Cuckfield Baptist Church, Polestub Lane

ANSWERS TO DECEMBER CROSSWORD
ACROSS: 1.CAROLS 4.ANGELS 7.SEE 19 ACROSS 9.TEAS 10.THOR  
11.JESUS 13.CUPFUL 14.MAPPED 15.PANDAS 17.ADVENT 19&7.HAPPY 
CHRISTMAS 20.ABEL 22.ADAM 23.RIGHTEOUS 24.SCREAM 25.ROADIE

DOWN: 1.CELTIC 2.OOHS 3.SNIVEL 4.ANTRUM 5.GOAT 6.SACRED 
7.CARPENTER 8.SHEPHERDS 11.JUDAH 12.SANDY 15.PSALMS 16.SACHEM 
17.APPEAR 18.TEMPLE 21.LIME 22.AURA
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Directory
Church Office The Old School, Church Street,

Cuckfield, West Sussex RH17 5JZ
Normally open Monday – Friday 
mornings

456461

Church Website www.holytrinitycuckfield.org
Church Email htcuckfield.churchoffice@talktalk.net
Vicar Rev’d  Michael Maine 454007
Church Wardens Kate Berry

Brian Cutler
455986
412790

Reader Clive Simmonds 07793420399
Honorary Secretary David Thunder 417103
Honorary Treasurer Orlando Milford 453457
Planned Giving Secretary Gerry Larner 412716
Electoral Roll Officer Sam Lawrence 473753
Safeguarding Coordinator Rod Montague 410453
Sunday’s Cool Hilary Turner-King 400087
Noah’s Ark (under 3’s) Nicky Lawrence 473753
Messy Church Hilary Turner-King 400087
Little Ones Catherine 07775932823
Organist & Choir Director Richard Jenkinson 882398
Choir Secretary Eileen Macdougall 451815
Music Group Secretary Michele Branscombe 415802
Bellringers Secretary Vacancy
Pastoral Care Elisabeth Dunnett

Kate Berry
Robert Norris

413719
455986
453127

Chichester Cathedral Link Reg Ruddock 459573
Mothers’ Union Ros Thunder 417103
Church Inspecting Architect Nicholas Rowe 452604
The Friends of Holy Trinity Paul Goldfinch 882649
Church Office Secretary Gill Squires 456461
The Old School Manager Peter Groves 456900
Parish Magazine Editor duty-editor@holytrinitycuckfield.org
Magazine Advertising Contact the Parish Office
Website Administrator Brian Cutler 412790



Holy Trinity Cuckfield

SUNDAY SERVICES  &  MAJOR FESTIVALS
FOR THE MONTH

(SEE INSIDE)

WEEKDAY SERVICES – NORMALLY IN THE LADY CHAPEL 

 Monday 9.00am Morning Prayer 

 Wednesday 10.30am Holy Communion followed by Coffee & Cake
  5.00pm Evening Prayer

 Thursday 9.00am Holy Communion

 Friday 11.00am Holy Communion, BCP

 Saturday 8.45am Morning Prayer

FOR CHILDREN - IN THE OLD SCHOOL – SUNDAYS

 Noah’s Ark  ages 0 to 3
 Children’s Church  ages 3 to 10
 Xplorers action for 11 to 13 year olds.

except for 1st Sunday of each month when all join the Family Service
and during the school summer holidays.

for details of weekday youth activities see regular events

NEWCOMERS AND VISITORS ARE MOST WELCOME 
COME AND SEE!  

JOIN US FOR COFFEE IN THE OLD SCHOOL 
AFTER 9.45 SERVICES 

Michael Maine, Vicar


