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Magazine February 2019

Dear Friends,

Fifteen years ago, I was fortunate to spend a month in Australia, where 
I experienced many wonderful sights and experiences. I drove from 
Adelaide to Melbourne along the Great Ocean Road and have never 
forgotten the magnificent beaches and glittering sea. I marvelled at Blue 
Lake in Mount Gambier (cobalt blue during the summer and grey the 
rest of the year) and the Blue Mountains with that haze of eucalyptus oil 
hovering above them. On New Year’s Eve I had a whole morning playing 
the grand organ of Sydney Town Hall, one of the greatest experiences 
of my musical life. Built in the 1880s, it was for over 40 years the largest 
instrument in the world and is breath-taking in its majesty. Yes, the 
fireworks on the bridge were also splendid!

However, perhaps the most revelatory experience was worshipping at 
a church in Sydney which was very different to anything I had attended 
before. It was Pitt Street Uniting Church, just a street away from the 
Town Hall; and Pete and Ros, the people I was staying with, had been 
involved with the church for many years. It was built in the 1840s as a 
Congregational Church, but the ‘uniting’ part came from the amalgamation 
of the Methodist, Presbyterian and Congregational Churches of Australia 
in the 1970s. It’s a huge chapel with galleries around three sides and a 
fine organ in a gallery behind the pulpit (the sort of pulpit you could hold 
a party in!).

The congregation is small, but has a huge role in social awareness, and 
their website features the following:

Spirit, Justice, Community Wherever you are on your faith 
journey you are welcome. We celebrate diversity... We try to live 
the questions...We welcome visitors. 
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This seems laudable, but it truly was the sense that a small group of 
people really made a huge difference in so many ways to the life not 
just of the church community, but within the city and indeed nationally: 
speaking out against climate change, bigotry, racism, and exploring so 
many other aspects of life. The worship was chaotic and very progressive 
and did me good!  

I always give thanks for my interaction, albeit briefly, with the people of 
Pitt Street Church. They opened my eyes to the vibrancy of the way in 
which we are called to look at the world through eyes of Faith and really 
make a difference.

With love,
Michael 

Thanks As many will know, I was taken ill over the Remembrance weekend, 
although, not knowing how serious my malady was, I participated in an 
outstanding series of events to mark the centenary of the Armistice. The 
completely packed church for the Remembrance Service (the largest number 
I have ever seen in the church), the wonderful Community Concert of the 
Saturday, together with all the other events proved an outstanding tribute to 
the hard work of so many within the Cuckfield community.

It was a curious experience, almost completely missing the whole of Advent! 
However, I must record my sincere thanks to everyone who enabled our mission 
to function as normal. Brian and Kate, our Churchwardens, together with Gill 
Squires, our Administrator, bore the brunt of finding replacement clergy, but 
the team effort of a great number of people was invaluable. I have been greatly 
touched by your support and good wishes and felt truly upheld in prayer. It 
was great to ease myself back in over Christmas. I promise that I will try to be 
sensible!

Trees I was able to briefly visit the Tree Festival and thought that the church 
looked outstanding. There is such ingenuity in finding different ways of 
decorating the trees every year. The festival raised over £13,000 – a remarkable 
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sum – of which over half is for our local charity, ‘Kangaroos,’ who support young 
people with learning disabilities. Thank you to our hard-working committee 
who toil so tirelessly for this great event which brings so many people into the 
church. We thank God for the commitment which has enabled the support 
of such worthy charities. Many thanks, too, to everyone who participated in 
stewarding, catering and clearing.  

A Journey through Narnia Please join us for this rescheduled talk and display 
of the longest embroidery ever made by one person (over 1,400 feet) together 
with the story of its creation and about a transformational friendship. Saturday 
16th February at 6.00 p.m. Tickets: £10 [to include a glass of wine and canapés] 
from Gill in the Church Office.

Deanery Day All are welcome to attend the Cuckfield Deanery Day on the same 
day, February 16th, in the Old School, Cuckfield (10.00 a.m.-3.00 p.m.). The day 
will focus on Mission, so relevant to all involved in outreach, and is being led by 
Fr Damian Feeney. Damian was a member of the working party which produced 
the report Mission-shaped Church. From 2009 to 2015 he served as Vice-
Principal and Director of Pastoral Studies at St. Stephen’s House, Oxford, and 
since May 2015 he has been Vicar of Holy Trinity Ettingshall, in Wolverhampton. 
Please bring your own lunch.

Not just a concert … Do join Stephen Terry and Michael Maine for a short 
Afternoon Concert of varied song and verse in aid of the roof fund on Sunday 3rd 
of March at 2.30 p.m. in church, followed by a lovely tea in the Old School. No 
ticket price, just donations – a bargain! Music by Flanders and Swann, Gilbert 
and Sullivan and many others!

Electoral Roll 2019 sees the complete renewal of the Church Electoral Roll and I 
just want to alert you to this and to say that the new Roll will be prepared during 
the period 15 to 28 days before the Annual Parochial Church Meeting at the 
end of April. The Roll enables your church representatives to have an accurate 
understanding of the church community. The only qualifiers are that a person is 
baptised, 16 years of age or over, has signed an application form for enrolment, 
and declares her/himself:

(i) to live in the parish and to be a member of the Church of 
England (or of a Church in communion with the C of E); or
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(ii) while not resident in the parish, to have worshipped in the 
parish for six months; or 

(iii) to be a member in good standing of a Church (which, while 
not in communion with the Church of England, subscribes to 
the doctrine of the Holy Trinity) who also wants to declare 
membership of the Church of England, and who has worshipped 
in the parish for six months prior to enrolment.

Once on the Roll, people are eligible to vote at the APCM and undertake other 
important roles within the church. To be GDPR-compliant the public version 
of the roll will omit addresses. Please do ensure you are on the Roll once the 
renewal process is opened.

Lent 2019 Easter is late this year, so just a reminder that Ash Wednesday falls 
on 6th March when we shall have our usual services: BCP Litany 10.15, Holy 
Communion at 10.30 and a Sung Eucharist at 7.30 p.m. We shall be running 
our Lent Course through Lent from the following Wednesday, 13th March, each 
session repeated on the Friday afternoon.

Completely unrelated to this: I will be performing an organ concert at the 
Dome, Brighton on Shrove Tuesday, 5th March, at 2.30 p.m. Tickets (£8) from 
the Dome box office.

THe PariSH Magazine CoPy DaTe
The copy date for the MarCH edition of the 
magazine is no later than MonDay 4th February. 
Please email contributions in WORD format (no PDFs, 
please) to:

duty-editor@holytrinitycuckfield.org
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ePiPHany TourS LTD

Your questions answered:
When is a good time for my journey of a lifetime?

Bishop Lancelot Andrewes on the Coming of the Wise Men
A Sermon Preached on Christmas Day, 1622

Bishop Lancelot’s sermon is rightly famous and not just because of the clippings 
from it to which T S Eliot helped himself for his even more famous poem, The 
Journey of the Magi – a poem in which, as so often with Eliot, plagiarism aspires 
to art form. What is less immediately obvious is that, while Eliot is concerned 
with the journey, its progress and its effect on the Magi, Andrewes has some far 
more profound points to make about its timing (when is a good time to make a 
journey?) and the role of the star (why particularly that star and to what end?).

Andrewes begins by assessing and despatching the detail of the journey on 
which Eliot dwells at more length: 

To look a little on it. In this their coming we consider (i) the distance of 
the place they came from. It was not hard by, as the shepherds were, 
but a step to Bethlehem over the fields; this was riding many a hundred 
miles, and cost them many a day’s journey; (ii) we consider the way 
that they came, if it be pleasant, or plain and easy; this was nothing 
pleasant, for through deserts, all the way, waste and desolate. Nor easy 
neither: for over the rocks and crags of both Arabias, specially Petra, 
their journey lay; (iii) safe it was not, but exceeding dangerous, as it 
lay through the midst of the black tents of Kedar, a nation of thieves 
and cut-throats; to pass over the hills of robbers, infamous then, and 
infamous to this day, no passing without great troop or convoy; and 
last (iv) we consider the time of their coming, the season of the year. It 
was no summer progress. A cold coming they had of it at this time of 
the year, just the worst time of the year to take a journey, and specially 
a long journey. The ways deep, the weather sharp, the days short, the 
sun farthest off, in solsitio brumali [during the winter solstice], O, the 
very dead of winter.

With that done, he moves on to what is even more remarkable to him - the 
timing, speed and urgency of their journey, a selflessness Eliot omits at the 
expense of the impact of the journey on the travellers themselves:

And these difficulties they overcame, of a wearisome, irksome, 
troublesome, dangerous, unseasonable journey; and for all this they 
came. And came it cheerfully and quickly, as appeareth by the speed 



8

they made. It was but vidimus, venimus, with them; O, they saw, O, 
they came; and, O, no sooner saw, but they set out immediately. 
So, as upon the first appearing of the star, as it might be last night, 
it called them away, they made ready straight to begin their journey 
this morning. A sign they were highly conceited [convinced] about His 
birth, believed some great matter of it, that they took all these pains, 
made all this haste that they might be there to worship Him with all 
the possible speed they could. Sorry for nothing so much as that they 
could not be there soon enough, with the very first, to do it even this 
day, the day of His birth. 

And then comes Andrewes’s wonderfully critical teasing of his congregation and 
the Western church in general: given the Magi couldn’t get their fast enough, 
how would we have fared in comparison? 

And we, what should we have done? Sure, these men of the East will 
rise in judgment against the men of the West, that is with us, and their 
faith against ours in this point. With them it was but vidimus, venimus 
[saw and came]; with us it would have been but veniemus [we might get 
around to coming] at most. Our fashion is to see and see again before 
we stir a foot, specially if it be to the worship of Christ. Come such a 
journey at such a time? No; but fairly to have put it off to the spring 
of the year, till the days longer, and the ways fairer, and the weather 
warmer, till better travelling to Christ. Our Epiphany would sure have 
fallen in Easter week at the soonest!

And even then, when we do set out, it is full of grumbles and neediness, all fluffy 
white towels and gold taps and Club Class pampering, making this somehow all 
about us instead:

But when we do it, we must be allowed leisure. Ever veniemus [we 
are on the way!], never venimus [we’ve made it!]; ever coming, never 
come. We love to make no great haste … why should we? Christ is no 
wild-cat. What talk ye of twelve days? And if it be forty days hence, ye 
shall be sure to find His Mother and Him; she cannot be churched till 
then. What needs such haste? The truth is, we conceit [believe in] Him 
and His birth but slenderly, and our haste is even thereafter … best get 
us a new Christmas in September, for we are not like to come to Christ 
at this feast! So much for venimus [we’ve made it!]!

Before we set out, Andrewes says, ‘we must first learn to ask where He is’, 
something on which we don’t spend too much time, preferring instead to 
‘stumble on Him, so much the better; since, for any asking, we do not trouble 
ourselves, but sit still, and, as we say, let nature work its course’. Worse still of 

(continued on page 11)
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course, we prevaricate with committees, and white papers, option evaluations, 
worrying about getting the best professional advice on …

… where He is to be found; and if you miss of that, you miss of Him. 
And well may we miss, says Christ Himself, there are so many who will 
take upon themselves to tell us where He is to be found! How shall we 
then do? Where shall we get this ‘O, where?’ resolved? We need call 
no Scribes together, and get them tell us, ‘O, where?’ For every artisan 
hath a whole Synod of Scribes in his brain, and can tell where Christ is 
better than any learned man of them all! Yet these were wise men, so 
best learn where they did.

And where did they find their answer? ‘And how did the Scribes resolve it 
them?’ By doing it themselves and trusting in the star as an act of faith that led 
the journey:

Thus, then to do it. And to do it ourselves, and not seek Christ per alium 
[through others], and to set others to do it for us, as Herod did, while 
sitting still ourselves. For that way we may hap never to find Him any 
more than Herod did.

More get-up-and-go, more simplicity, less prevaricating, get a hat a coat on and 
go, says Andrewes:

If all our worship be inward only, with our hearts and not with our hats 
on as some fondly imagine, we bid Him be content with that, He gets 
no more but inward worship. But the text is about a vidimus [we’ve 
made it!], and of a star; that is, of an outward visible worship to be seen 
of all. Let us see you fall down. Worship with our worldly goods. Let us 
see whether and what you offer. With both, no less than with the soul, 
God is to be worshipped. O, glorify God with your bodies, for they are 
God’s, saith the Apostle. O, honour God with your substance, for He 
hath blessed your store, saith Solomon. It is the practice of these three 
kings here. Specially now; for Christ hath now a body, for which to do 
Him worship; He was made poor to make us rich, and so offerentes 
[offerings] will do well, come very fit.

Eliot’s Journey of the Magi warrants reflecting on for its own message based on 
Andrewes’ sermon, that the journey to find Christ will often be ‘hard and bitter’; 
there will be many ‘deaths’ along the road before Christ is finally embraced; and 
that finding does not necessarily bring satisfaction so much as a feeling of being 
‘no longer at ease here in the old dispensation’. 

(continued from page 8)
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Andrewes’ sermon also concentrates, however, on the star that sparked the 
journey: ‘A new light kindles in heaven, a star never seen before. The world 
could not but look up at it, and ask what it meant; and, so, the news of it went to 
the utmost parts of the earth’. Such a star beckoned the Magi who recognised 
the significance of such an appearance: no truth ‘thwarts any truth in Divinity, 
but [con]sorts well with it and serves it, and all to honour Him who says of 
Himself Ego sum Veritas, I am the Truth’, says Andrewes. For their journey 
revealed that ‘Christ is not only for russet cloaks, shepherds and such; but even 
the grandees, great states such as these, venerunt, they came too; and when 
they came were welcome to Him. For they were sent for and invited by this star, 
their star properly’. 

The faith of the Magi kindled by the heavenly star suggests another star for 
Andrewes: it is what St. Peter calls the ‘day-star which rises in the heart’, or 
as Andrewes puts it, ‘faith, which shined and manifested itself by their labour 
in coming, diligence in enquiring, dutying in worshipping’, the star of Christ 
Himself, ‘the bright morning star to whom the other star guides us, the Star of 
this morning which makes this day [Christmas Day] the greatest day in the year’. 

Biographical Note: Lancelot Andrewes (1555 – 25th September 1626)

An English bishop and scholar, who held high positions in the Church of England 
during the reigns of Elizabeth I and James I - during the latter reign he was 
successively Bishop of Chichester, of Ely, and of Winchester, and oversaw the 
translation of the King James Version of the Bible.

David Thunder
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February’S SainTS anD HoLy DayS

 1 Brigid of Ireland, Abbess of Kildare, c.525
 2 The Presentation of Christ in the Temple (Candlemas)
 3 Anskar, Archbishop of Hamburg, Missionary in Denmark/Sweden, 865
 4 Gilbert of Sepringham, Founder of the Gilbertine Order, 1189
 6 The Martyrs of Japan, 1597
 10 Scholastica, sister of Benedict, Abbess of Plomariola, c.543
 14 Cyril and Methodius, Missionaries to the Slavs, 869 and 885
 14 Valentine, Martyr at Rome, c.269
 17 Sigfrid, Bishop, Apostle of Sweden, 1045
 15 Thomas Bray, Priest, Founder of the SPCK and the SPG, 1730
 17 Janani Luwum, Archbishop of Uganda, martyr, 1977
 23 Polycarp, Bishop of Smyrna, Martyr, c.155
 27 George Herbert, Priest and Poet, 1633

1st February – Brigid of Ireland: compassion and love

Brigid, you could say, was the female Patrick of Ireland. 
Historical facts about this first abbess of Kildare (died c. 525) 
may be scarce, but her Lives, written from the 7th C, tell many 
anecdotes and miracles which over the centuries have become 
deeply rooted in Irish folklore.  Brigid came from a village near 
Kildare, of parents of humble origin, and is said to have been 
baptised by Patrick and became a nun at an early age.  She is 
credited with founding the monastery of Kildare, a powerful 
influence for Christianity in Ireland.  The miracles attributed to 
Brigid show her to have been a woman of great compassion 
and generosity.  There are stories of how she could multiply 
food, especially butter, for the poor.  Other stories tell of her 
changing her bath-water to beer, in order to satisfy the thirst 
of unexpected visitors.  Even her cows gave milk three times 
the same day, to enable visiting bishops to have enough to 
drink.  Brigid’s cult grew rapidly in Ireland, where it became 
second only to that of Patrick.  In England, there were at least 
nineteen ancient church dedications in her honour (the most 
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famous is St Bride’s Fleet Street).  There is also St Bride’s Bay, 
Dyfed, which underlines the strong connection between Irish 
and Welsh Christianity. St Brigid is patron of poets, blacksmiths, 
and healers.  She is usually depicted with a cow lying at her 
feet, which recalls her phase as a nun-cowgirl.

2nd February – The Presentation of Christ in the Temple (Candlemas)

In New Testament times, 40 days old was an important age 
for a baby boy: it was when they made their first ‘public 
appearance’.  Mary, like all good Jewish mothers, went to the 
Temple with Jesus, her first male child, to ‘present Him to the 
Lord’.  At the same time, she, as a new mother, was ‘purified’.  
And so we have the Festival of the Presentation of Christ in 
the Temple.  So where does the Candlemas bit come in? Jesus 
is described in the New Testament as the Light of the World, 
and early Christians developed the tradition of lighting many 
candles in celebration of this day.  The Church also fell into the 
custom of blessing the year’s supply of candles for the church 
on this day – hence the name, Candlemas.  The story of how 
Candlemas began can be found in Luke 2:22-40.   Simeon’s 
great declaration of faith and recognition of who Jesus was 
is, of course, found in the Nunc Dimittis, embedded in the 
Office of Evening Prayer in the West.  But in medieval times, 
the Nunc Dimittis was mostly used just on this day, during the 
distribution of candles before the Eucharist.  Only gradually 
did it win a place in the daily prayer life of the Church.

The scene is captured in this beautiful painting of 1623 that 
hangs in the National Gallery: The Presentation in the Temple 
by Guercino. At the base of the canvas we see the turtle doves 
with two ducks, but the heart of the scene focuses on Mary, 
Joseph and Simeon linked by the Christ-Child. Notice the gentle 
hands of Mary, the strong, supportive hands of Joseph, and the 
outstretched, waiting hands of Simeon. He may be an old man, 
but he is ready to welcome the babe, who is offered as a sign of 
hope and light for the future. A candle burns at the right side to 
emphasise the light shed by this meeting of infancy and old age.
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St Luke by tradition was an artist himself, depicting the stories 
of his gospel with the deft strokes of a painter. In this scene the 
words of the evangelist and the skill of a 17th C Italian artist tell us 
that, at whatever age we are, we can also find light and hope as 
we offer our hands and our hearts to welcome the Christ-Child.

14th February – Valentine, Martyr at Rome, c.269

There are two confusing things about this day of romance and 
anonymous love-cards strewn with lace, cupids and ribbon: 
firstly, there seem to have been two different Valentines in 
the 4th C – one a priest martyred on the Flaminian Way, under 
the emperor Claudius; the other a bishop of Terni, martyred at 
Rome.  And neither seems to have had any clear connection 
with lovers or courting couples.  So why has Valentine become 
the patron saint of romantic love?  By Chaucer’s time the link 
was assumed to be because on these saints’ day -14th February 
– the birds are supposed to pair.  Or perhaps the custom of 
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seeking a partner on St Valentine’s Day is a surviving scrap 
of the old Roman Lupercalia festival, which took place in the 
middle of February?  One of the Roman gods honoured during 
this Festival was Pan, the god of nature.  Another was Juno, the 
goddess of women and marriage.  During the Lupercalia it was 
a popular custom for young men to draw the name of a young 
unmarried woman from a name-box.  The two would then be 
partners or ‘sweethearts’ during the time of the celebrations.  
Even modern Valentine decorations bear an ancient symbol of 
love – Roman cupids with their bows and love-arrows.

An alternative legend goes something like this: the Roman 
Emperor Claudius II needed soldiers.  He suspected that marriage 
made men want to stay at home with their wives, instead of 
fighting wars, so he outlawed marriage.  A kind-hearted young 
priest named Valentine felt sorry for all the couples who wanted 
to marry, but couldn’t, so secretly he married as many couples 
as he could – until the Emperor found out and condemned him 
to death.  While he was in prison awaiting execution, Valentine 
showed love and compassion to everyone around him, including 
his jailer.  The jailer had a young daughter who was blind, but 
through Valentine’s prayers, she was healed. Just before his 
death in Rome on 14 February, he wrote her a farewell message 
signed ‘From your Valentine.’

So, the very first Valentine card might have been not between 
lovers, but between a priest about to die, and a little girl, 
healed through his prayers.

There are no churches in England dedicated to Valentine, 
but since 1835 his relics have been claimed by the Carmelite 
church in Dublin.
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LenT CourSe 2019 – Living CHriST
Please do try to come to our Lent Course in the 2019 Year of Vocation. It is 
titled Living Christ. Like last year, we intend to run two sessions a week, one 
on Wednesday evenings @ 8.00 p.m. in The Old School, with a repeat on 
Friday afternoons in Church @ 3.15 p.m., to help you get to one or the other as 
convenient in any week.

Ash Wednesday is on the 6th March and the course will run in the 5 weeks 
leading up to Easter:

Session Wednesday Evening @ 8.00 pm. Friday Afternoon @ 3.15 p.m.

1 Wednesday 13th March Friday 14th March

2 Wednesday 20th March Friday 21st March

3 Wednesday 27th March Friday 28th March

4 Wednesday 3rd April Friday 4th April

5 Wednesday 10th April Friday 11th April

We will encounter Christians across Sussex exploring what it means to live out 
their vocation to know, love and follow Jesus, and ponder how they are living 
out their own baptism. With video contributions from a farmer, an artist, a 
mental-health campaigner, a carer and many others, the course consists of five 
sessions exploring: our life’s work; family, friendship and community; a good 
childhood; health and vulnerability; and how we draw close to Christ at the end 
of our lives. 
Along with Scripture, prayer and discussion, it is hoped that Living Christ will be 
an engaging resource for small groups across the Diocese in the Year of Vocation.
You can read about it on this this link to the Diocesan Web page Lent course 2019
https://www.chichester.anglican.org/media/documents/document/2018/11/
ToV_Lent_Booklet_Artwork.pdf

Clive Simmonds, Reader
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riP JoyCe DonogHue
How can we do justice to Joyce’s long life? Child, wife, mother – occasionally 
embarrassing parent – grandmother, great-grandmother, toddler group guru, 
author, poet, editor and friend.

I have to trudge back down memory lane more than 25 years to recall when Tina 
and I first met Joyce, and that it was at a newly set up Holy Trinity home group. 
As we got to know each other better, it became clear that a common thread 
running through her life was a love of words. It seems particularly appropriate 
therefore that when her daughter Chris was asked how Joyce’s profession should 
be recorded on the death certificate, she said ‘Writer’.

It was Tina who suggested she might consider taking on editorship of the 
Parish Magazine which, with some reticence she duly did. Every month she 
would gather the regular items – gentle nagging often required – together with 
carefully garnered snippets of wisdom, poems, prayers and special articles, never 
grumbling when submissions were late, and filling in with her own material when 
content was otherwise lacking. And it was only over the past few years she bit by 
bit passed on that baton.

To help with her work on the magazine, we set her up with a computer and initiated 
her into the mysteries of Windows, Word, email and Internet Explorer. Joyce quite 
soon turned into a computer ‘junkie’, following up news items, carrying on email 
conversations, signing online petitions, badgering Nicholas Soames, doing the 
Sainsbury’s shop – even succumbing (perhaps too often, she might admit) to the 
blandishments of that evil tempter Amazon. Life with the new technology was not 
always plain sailing. Joyce had numerous little notes as memory joggers on how 
to do various tasks, but every so often I was summoned to the rescue, whether 
or not the diagnosis turned out to be best expressed by the acronym PICNIC – 
‘Problem in Chair, Not in Computer’.

Meanwhile, she was also becoming very active in the church, serving on the PCC, 
Deanery Synod, chairing the Mission Committee and researching and maintaining 
communication with all the organisations with which Holy Trinity had connections. 
And Tuesday evenings were reserved for the ‘Wayfarers’ Home Group meetings.

She loved her book group too, and, as a sort of literary bag lady, always had a 
ready supply of tomes to recommend for the next meeting – all of which she 
would have read and remembered in detail.
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There were always new books to talk about, thoughts on spirituality and theology 
to share, the idiocies of politicians to rue, and the machinations of the institutional 
church to chew over.

On one of my last visits to her I took along a copy of her Wordscape poems, 
which I had the privilege of editing and producing back in 1996. I read to her 
this poem entitled Words:

Words,  
million upon million of them,  
strung like beads  
in endless variations.

What are words,  
but efforts to reach out,  
build bridges, cross the chasms  
separating self from self.

Countless patterns of words,  
frail in their tangled skeins,  
imperfect vehicles for telling  
how it really is.

And yet, apart from words,  
how may we sort our thoughts,  
try to make sense of it,  
even in the dark, alone,  
even to ourselves?

Too many half-thought thoughts,  
unnecessary words, assault our minds,  
for silence is a state we’ve come to fear  
lest we should chance to meet ourselves  
within it, know our emptiness.

When I had finished, she pondered for a while then said, ‘Well, I don’t think I 
could improve on that’. Actually, I’m not so sure: I can’t help feeling she might 
have liked to rework those last lines, because she had come to experience that 
state of silence not as a place of fear, but as the heart of contemplative prayer; 
not as emptiness, but as being richly filled.

Peter Hutchinson
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inTereSTeD in SuPPorTing our CoMMuniTy?

The Old School in Cuckfield (the former primary school before 
moving to its current premises in Glebe Road) is managed by 
the Old School Board, on behalf of Cuckfield Parochial Church 
Council. It is an extremely old building, converted into its 
current day format just under 25 years ago, providing a variety 
of rooms available for Church use and for community hire. It 
has two part-time staff members who deal with day-to-day 
management and upkeep.

We are looking to supplement our existing voluntary Board 
members (currently six) to continue to develop the building 
and its amenities for the greater good of the village and 
ensure its future financial stability.  The Board meets just 
four times a year for approximately two hours in a week-
day evening starting at 7.45 p.m.  Some members are more 
actively involved with the Manager to prioritise and deal with 
the opportunities associated with running the building and its 
business activities.

There is no ideal background for volunteers, as the range of skills 
and knowledge (IT, marketing, finance, property maintenance, 
business development, etc.) are all appropriate; even being 
local with an interest in the community is in demand. We are 
looking for people not necessarily involved with the church, 
although an appreciation of the role of the church in the local 
community would be expected.  We are a friendly and practical 
group looking for hands-on people prepared to take an interest 
in supporting this great Cuckfield institution.

We plan to hold informal ‘interviews’ during the week 
commencing 11th February 2019 at the Old School. In the 
first instance, please contact Peter Groves, our Manager, on 
01444-456900 or manager@oldschoolcuckfield.co.uk with 
your contact details and brief details of your background.  
Alternatively, please call me on 01444-454298 to have a chat.

Guy Berkeley 
Chairman

Old School Board
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A JOURNEY 
THROUGH 

NARNIA 
Join the Rev. Michael Maine as he shows and tells the 
extraordinary story of the World’s longest embroidery 

created by one person (over 1,400ft),                                              
together with the account of a remarkable                                

and transformational friendship  
 

 

Holy Trinity Church Cuckfield                                            
Saturday 16th February 

 6.00pm 
Tickets: £10 (to include wine and canapes) 

Children’s entrance free 
 

Tickets obtainable from the Church Office          
(01444 456461)                                                                                   

All proceeds to Family Support Work 
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Cuckfield Museum opens on February 16th after its winter 
break with a new display, Haywards Heath: birth of a town.  
We show how the centuries old sleep of the Heath was broken 
by the arrival of the railway in the 1840s, bringing with it 
rapid expansion and prosperity.  Within 50 years a town had 
grown up which included fashionable schools, two convents, 
a thriving cattle market beside the station and the vast Sussex 
Lunatic Asylum on the town’s eastern fringe.  This was a 
desirable place to live and between the Wars the middle classes 
embraced life in the Sussex countryside, employing architects 
like Harold Turner to design their Arts and Crafts houses, while 
others, like the wealthy Marianne Hammerton, endowed the 
Chapel at the King Edward VII Memorial Hospital.  

Our first talk of the year will be on Thursday 7th March, 2.30 
p.m. at The Queen’s Hall: 

The Buzz of Bees by Otto Somodi.

Local bee keeper, Otto, provides us with an illustrated and 
fascinating insight into the joys and challenges of keeping bees 
in Mid Sussex, together with how their industrious activity is 
critical to our wellbeing and the difficulties all pollinators face 
to survive in a changing, modern environment.

To book a place please phone Mike Nicholson on 01444 
457448 or email events@cuckfieldmuseum.org

Museum open Wed, Thurs, Fri 10.00-12.30 p.m. and Sat 
10.00-3.00 p.m.

More information from www.cuckfieldmuseum.org
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HayWarDS HeaTH 
MuSiC SoCieTy

77th international Concert Season

Saturday 9th February 2018 at 7.00 p.m.
at the Haywards Heath Methodist Church

Pinewood Gate, 28 Perrymount Road, 
Haywards Heath RH16 3DN

We invite you to a concert by the popular local group  
enSeMbLe reza who will play a selection of string  

quartets by Schubert, Shostakovich and Dvorak.

“In a league of their own, absolutely thrilling  
… virtuoso passionate musicians who inspire young players 

and perform with such delight”

Tickets: £12 members, £15 non-members,  
with reductions for students and families. 

Under 18 £3.00/Student £5.00.

Further information from Christine Colbourne: 01444-456227, or 
www.haywardsheathmusicsociety.org.uk
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SuSSeX CHoruS
Spring Concert:

HayDn’s CreaTion
7.30 p.m. Saturday 23rd March 2019

at
The King’s Church Burgess Hill RH15 9LR

KenT SinFonia
 Conductor:  Jack Thompson

 Soprano:  Sophie Edwards
 Tenor:  Stephen Brown
 bass:  Jack Holton
 Piano: John Walker

Tickets: £15 & £5 students & under 16s

Available from: SC Ticket Manager 01444-412579
Help Point, Burgess Hill: 01444-247726

or can be purchased at the door
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At our Branch meeting in November Ros Thunder, as a Mothers’ 
Union speaker in the Diocese, led a talk and discussion about 
‘Stigma’ - a hard word which means a mark of disgrace 
associated with a particular circumstance or person.  The word 
has its origins in Stigmata, the term used to describe the body 
marks corresponding to the wounds suffered by Christ on the 
Cross, i.e., the marks left on the hands, wrists and feet.  There 
are many known records of ‘marks resembling the wounds 
of Christ’ appearing supernaturally on the bodies of devout 
people, including a reference to St. Francis of Assissi in the late 
fourteenth century.

Stigma can provoke strong feelings of disapproval which many 
people in society hold about something, but especially when 
a person or group of people are being treated unfairly.  Times 
change, and what is socially acceptable now would certainly 
not have been even fifty years ago.  Particular circumstances 
which could have caused someone to be stigmatised, or 
disgraced, could have been: divorce, an unmarried mother, 
living together before marriage, and even adoption, all of 
which no longer carry the social stigma which they once did. 

In this country today, we have the means to express ourselves 
more freely, we have support systems which can recognise and 
help people who would previously have been stigmatised by 
society.  Sadly, this is not so in every country and we support 
and pray for the work of Mothers’ Union members in places 
where women and girls are still stigmatised, treated unfairly 
and often harshly.  Programmes are prepared and taught by 
trained MU workers overseas to educate women and girls in 
literacy, finance, health education and parenting to enable the 
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present and future generations to experience better living and 
less stigmatization.

In December, Branch members enjoyed a lovely Christmas time 
shared lunch at Ros’s home, followed by coffee and tea and a 
quiz prepared Liz which was not easy, but not too difficult!  We 
now look forward to our new programme for 2019.

Heather Hollis

PASTORAL 
HELP LINES

VISITING – TRANSPORT- SUPPORT

IF YOU NEED HELP  
PLEASE RING ONE OF  
THESE VOLUNTEERS

Elisabeth Dunnett ...........................................413719
email - chelDunnett@btinternet.com

Kate Berry .......................................................455986
email - kate.hodkinson@talktalk.net

Robert Norris ..................................................453127
email - robertnorris248@btinternet.com

or you can email : care.holytrinity@btinternet.com
when transport is involved, a donation of  

40p per mile would be appreciated by your driver
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FSW January uPDaTe

A very happy New Year to you all from everybody at FSW! We 
were extremely busy over the Christmas period, carrying out 
our usual work as well as organising many festive events for 
the families we support. During December we held 9 Christmas 
parties across Sussex for over 500 children and their families. 
In addition, we took 148 people to pantomimes and delivered 
102 Christmas hampers on top of our normal food deliveries, 
to ensure that all the families we support had the opportunity 
to celebrate Christmas properly despite their daily challenges. 

We would like to say a huge thank you to everybody who 
contributed to this work with donations of toys, food or 
money – it really made a huge difference to our families. We 
are now very busy planning this year’s work, building on the 
successes of 2018, and hoping that we will soon be able to 
further increase the number of families we can support.

December’s work in numbers

•	 183 individual meetings with families supporting 14 
grandparents, 172 parents and 215 children;

•	 27 supported meetings;

•	 21 group sessions supporting 18 grandparents, 332 
parents and 547 children;

•	 164 food deliveries made plus 102 Christmas hampers.
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oTTer - reTurn oF THe CeLLuLoiD Hero

Sleek muscular physique. Dynamic aquatic killer. Mysterious 
enigmatic loner. You can see why otters shared the cinema box 
office with James Bond in the Sixties and Seventies. Otters are 
natural film stars, the Sean Connery of British mammals (with 
a slightly hairier chest). 

I remember two otter-based films from my childhood. I 
caught Tarka the Otter at the local Odeon; and the superior 
Ring of Bright Water always won over Goldfinger on the TV 
at Christmas. From the opening man-meets-otter sequence 
(both the greatest and silliest scene ever committed to 
celluloid) through to Val Doonican’s crooning over the closing 
credits, it’s a classic!

But behind the otter’s silver-screen celebrity status lies a darker, 
sadder tale. Wild otters in Britain were in trouble. Throughout 
most of the last century our rivers and wetland habitats were in 
a shocking state – polluted, drained and destroyed. Otters were 
forced into exile in the far-flung corners of Britain. The last Sussex 
otters struggled on until the 1960s. 
And with our heroes out of the picture the bad guys muscled in. 
American mink, which escaped or were ‘liberated’ from fur farms, 
rose to the top of the food chain and terrorised our waterways. 
These voracious predators attacked our native wetland wildlife, 
wiping out entire populations of water voles across Sussex. 
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But this screenplay has a happy ending. Over the past decades 
we’ve cleaned up our act and a lot of work has been undertaken 
to improve rivers and wetlands in Sussex. Otters are wandering, 
territorial animals – each otter needs 40 kms of river to make 
its home - but projects, undertaken by conservation groups 
such as Sussex Wildlife Trust, working with local landowners, 
have provided these connected, wetland habitats. And what is 
good for the otter is good for us too. By undertaking wetland 
habitat improvements for wildlife - such as planting flood 
plain woodland, or creating water meadows - our countryside 
regains its powers as water purifier, erosion controller and 
flood regulator.

Over the past year’s footprints, droppings and fleeting glimpses 
have given tantalising evidence that these mammalian movie 
stars are attempting a comeback in Sussex after half a century. 
Recently, night vision trail cameras were rolling and filmed a 
female otter as she made her Sussex small screen debut - possibly 
the first time a wild otter has ever been filmed in our county. 

But the real showstopper came when these cameras later 
captured footage of one - or possibly two - otter cubs, evidence 
that otters are breeding again in Sussex. With this dramatic 
plot twist there is plenty of potential for a sequel. The dream 
that one day we could see these incredible animals swimming 
in all the restored and vibrant rivers of Sussex is a step closer 
to becoming a reality. 

Michael Blencowe - The Sussex Wildlife Trust
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February Crossword

(Answers on page 42)

CLueS aCroSS:
 1. BAPTISM MEDIUM (5)
 4. IMITATOR (7)
 8. TRIGONOMETRIC FUNCTION (7)
 9. BOREDOM (5)
 10. GRAIN (4)
 11. ISSUE (3)
 12. FAIRY (4)
 15. NOT BAD (4)
 16. OT BOOK (4)
 18. GREASY (4)
 19. HATCHET (3)
 20. A HAIRY MAN (4)
 24. HOLY MEN (5)
 25. MADE GODLY (6)
 26. URGES ONWARD (7)
 27. MAKE DIRTY (5)

CLueS DoWn:
 1. ONE OF THE MIRACLES (5,4,4)
 2. CLOTHING (5)
 3. GRASS (4)
 4. MATERIAL (6)
 5. ONE’S EQUAL (4)
 6. RIDES FAST (7)
 7. FEAST DAY (7,6)
 13. COOKING VESSEL (3)
 14. MISCHIEF MAKER (3)
 15. FOUGHT DAVID (7)
 17. OT BOOK (6)
 21. TIP OVER (5)
 22. RUSSIAN RULER (4)
 23. FADES (4)

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8 9

10 11 12

13 14

15 16

17

18 19 20 21

22 23

24 25

26 27
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What’s on Around Cuckfield...

Fro
m

 t
h

e 

Registers HoLy baPTiSM
William David SHOVE
Emma Grace Antonia FIELD
Kian Alan LAWLOR
Willem Joseph McGOREL-GROVES

HoLy MaTriMony
Craig HARRISON & Jade Leigh COLE
Shawn Stephen WILTON & Carina Elizabeth BROWN

in MeMoriaM
Joyce Mary DONOGHUE Aged 92
June Pamela WILDE Aged 90
Janet Susan BRADBURY Aged 62
James PLATT Aged 90

Friendship Club 
Ansty Village Hall

2.30 to 4pm on 1st Tuesday in month. Please come, have 
a cuppa and cake and a natter. Enquiries 413061. 

Ansty Village Hall CARD & TABLE GAMES. The third Thursday of the month 
at Ansty Village Hall, from 2 – 4 including tea and cake £2. 
Not a serious card school – much laughter. Tel 413061

Ansty Garden
Club

Ansty Garden Club meets in the Village Hall at 7.45pm 
on the last Wednesday of the month with a varied 
programme of events including speakers, outings, plant 
sales etc. Members’ subscription is £8 per year. Visitors 
are charged £2 per evening visit. Refreshments and 
raffle at small cost. New members always welcome. For 
more details contact Chairperson : Derry Bailleaux or
Secretary: Amanda Hulejczuk 01273970183

Tuesday 5 March
New England 
Wood Trust

New England Wood Trust AGM Tuesday 5th March 
7.30pm Council Chamber, Queens Hall Cuckfield
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Items carried in the Cuckfield Parish Magazine do not necessarily represent the views of Holy 
Trinity PCC, the Vicar or the Editorial Team. The Editorial Team reserves the right to decline to 
publish any item or to amend or shorten material. For that reason we do not accept copy in PDF 
or  file formats other than Word. 
We are very pleased that the parish magazine is seen as a good vehicle for advertising by local 
traders and others but readers must accept that the Editors do not vouch for or in any way 
warrant the individuals, organisations, products or services advertised here.

Regular Events

The master pages (including adverts) used to print this magazine can be viewed at www.
holytrinitycuckfield.org/directory/parish-magazine/ 

bellringers Thursday evenings 7.45–9.15pm.

Choir Choir practice Friday evenings 7.30 for 7.45-9pm. 
(There are no practices during August)
Choir Club for children and young people from age 7 
- 8 upwards. In the Old School 6.30 (doors open 6.15) 
- 8pm on Fridays. (Not during Half Term and school hols.)

Holy Trinity 
Mens group

Wednesday 20 February – Skittles at The Bull in Henfield 
For more information contact Clive Simmonds 01444 
454481 or email: clivesimmonds@btinternet.com

Home groups Alternate Thursday Evenings (2 groups), 8pm call Clive 
& Isobel Simmonds 01444 454481
Tuesday, 8.00pm (in term time). David and Ros 
Thunder, Wayfarers, South Street, Tel. 417103.

Prayer group Tuesday 19 February 10am in the Lady Chapel         
Tel. Pam Sagar 01444 414409 

Mothers’ union Please contact Ros Thunder 417103 for more details     

Little ones Church 
Service

First Tuesday of the month at 11am. Come for a story, 
some songs and a prayer. All welcome.  Please contact 
Catherine Snashall for more details 01444 454712 or 
07775932823. 
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Regular Events (continued)

anSWerS To February CroSSWorD

aCroSS: 1. WATER, 4. COPYCAT, 8. TANGENT, 9. ENNUI, 10. RICE, 
11. SON, 12. PERI, 15. GOOD, 16. AMOS, 18. OILY, 19. AXE, 20. ESAU,  
24. IMAMS, 25. DEIFIED, 26. EXHORTS, 27. SULLY

DoWn: 1. WATER INTO WINE, 2. TUNIC, 3. REED, 4. COTTON, 5. 
PEER, 6. CANTERS, 7. TRINITY SUNDAY, 13. POT, 14. IMP, 15. GOLIATH, 
17. EXODUS, 21. SPILL, 22. TSAR, 23. DIES

royal british Legion 
(Women’s Section)

Wednesday 27 February -  Bees and Bee-keeping  
Otto Somodi 
Meetings take place at 2.30pm in The Old School, 
Cuckfield

Cuckfield Crafts and 
vintage Market

For more details or to book a pitch contact Marie 
Dormer email: Marie.dormer@cuckfield.gov.uk

Cuckfield Local Market 9.30am to 12.30pm. Food Market at The Talbot, 
High Street, Cuckfield. (Monthly)

Cuckfield evening 
Flower Club

Friday 8 February – Michelle King TBA
Venue Haywards Heath Methodist Church 7.30 
for 7.45pm

Cuckfield Ladies group Tuesday 2 February 8pm – Games Evening at Gill 
Butterworth’s
For more details please contact Jan Bryan 
414891

Solo Lunch The next Solo Lunch will be on Sunday 10 
February Tickets £6 are available from the 
Church office.

Cuckfield evening Wi Tuesday 19 February. The life and work of Sir 
Archibald Macindoe by Alex from East Grinstead 
Museum..
Meetings take place at 7.30pm at the Cuckfield 
Baptist Church, Polestub Lane.
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February 2019 Calendar & Readings for Sunday Services

SunDay 3 February – PreSenTaTion oF CHriST (CanDLeMaS)
 8.00am Holy Communion 
   Malachi 3: 1-5; Hebrews 2: 14-end; 
   Luke 2: 22-40
 9.45am Family Service
 11.00am Sung Holy Communion (Traditional language) 
   Hebrews 2: 14-end; Luke 2: 22-40
 6.00pm Sung Evensong 
   Haggai 2: 1-9; John 2: 18-22

SunDay 10 February – FourTH SunDay beFore LenT
 8.00am Holy Communion (Traditional Language) 
   As 9.45am
 9.45am Parish Eucharist 
   Isaiah 6: 1-8; 1 Corinthians 15: 1-11; 
   Luke 5: 1-11
 6.00pm Evening Communion

SunDay 17 February – THirD SunDay beFore LenT
 8.00am Holy Communion 
   As 9.45am
 9.45am Parish Eucharist 
   Jeremiah 17: 5-10; 1 Corinthians 15: 12-20; 
   Luke 6: 17-26
 6.00pm Choral Evensong 
   Wisdom 11: 21-12:11; Galatians 4: 8-20 

SunDay 24 February – SeConD SunDay beFore LenT
 8.00am Holy Communion (Traditional Language) 
   As 9.45am
 9.45am Parish Eucharist 
   Genesis 2: 4b-9, 15-end; Revelation Chap. 4; 
   Luke 8: 22-25
 6.00pm Sung Evensong  
   Genesis 1: 1-2:3; Hebrews 6: 25-end



Holy Trinity Cuckfield

SunDay ServiCeS  &  MaJor FeSTivaLS
For THe MonTH

(SEE INSIDE)

WeeKDay ServiCeS – norMaLLy in THe LaDy CHaPeL 

 Monday 9.00am Morning Prayer 

 Wednesday 10.30am Holy Communion followed by Coffee & Cake
  5.00pm Evening Prayer

 Thursday 9.00am Holy Communion

 Friday 11.00am Holy Communion, BCP

 Saturday 8.45am Morning Prayer

For CHiLDren - in THe oLD SCHooL – SunDayS

 Noah’s Ark  ages 0 to 3
 Children’s Church  ages 3 to 10
 Xplorers action for 11 to 13 year olds.

except for 1st Sunday of each month when all join the Family Service
and during the school summer holidays.

for details of weekday youth activities see regular events

neWCoMerS anD viSiTorS are MoST WeLCoMe 
CoMe anD See!  

Join uS For CoFFee in THe oLD SCHooL 
aFTer 9.45 ServiCeS 

Michael Maine, Vicar


