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August 2021

My dear friends,

FREEDOM

By the time you read this we will have some idea of the sort of freedom we will experience 
on our continued journey through Covid-World. Masks? Sanitizers? Distancing? Track 
and Trace? Travel restrictions? All have been part of our lives for these many months, 
and I am sure that opinions from many different sides will continue to be expressed 
about these and other related matters for many more to come! 

The other ongoing effects are far more serious: the loss of loved ones through Covid 
and other illnesses without, for most, the chance to say goodbye; the disrupted 
education of young people; increased mental health issues, and just plain loneliness; 
all will leave their mark and make their presence known for many years. So, too, 
will the imperfections of our politicians - not necessarily through negligence - most 
nations really didn’t, and still don’t know what to do for the best. No – more the 
double standards and ill-advised actions. All adds to a bitter pill. 

As a community of faith, we too have suffered loss. Although we are blest to 
belong to a wonderful community, much of what we previously did has come 
juddering to a halt. This gives us the opportunity to explore how we move 
forward effectively; something the PCC will be doing next month. Our primary 
functions are to worship God, to be fed as the Body of Christ through word and 
sacrament, and then to overflow grace into the world. 

In Jesus Christ is TRUE freedom – a poured out love which draws us through the 
power of the Holy Spirit to understand a freedom never compromised, abiding with 
us on every step of our journey towards the Promised Land – our heavenly Jerusalem.

Please pray for our parish as we explore our Gospel-call to proclaim Jesus – the 
True and Living Vine.

With love,
Michael 

P.S. Please do read our response to ‘unlocking’ in the next section of the 
magazine
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FROM THE VICAR’S DESK

Our response to Covid As I mentioned in my editorial, much remains uncertain 
in regard to the pandemic. As I write, the government’s approach changes day by 
day. However, Jane, Brian and I have decided that we will take a cautious approach 
to the unlocking promoted by the government. We suggest the following:

•	 The use of facemasks in church will be up to worshippers. However, in 
the seating arrangements, we will allow for people to sit slightly apart, 
and there will be more seating in the building.

•	 People are welcome to sing, although we anticipate that many will wish 
to do so with their masks on. However, this is your personal choice. 
Please remember that some will be reluctant. 

•	 I (or whoever administers Communion) will still mask, and it will 
continue to be brought to you.
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•	 The common cup will not return at present. Although many long for 
this, we believe that now is not yet the right time. 

•	 We will aim to keep the church well ventilated.

•	 It is no longer necessary to book via the website, other than as a guide to 
help us contact people should we need to. Again, this will be personal choice.

I would ask that you bear with us during this period. Please pray for your officers 
and vicar as we seek to do the best to keep everyone as safe as possible.

The Gospel Call It was so lovely recently to have prepared four candidates for 
Confirmation, and to attend the two services involved. I am so delighted that 
Cindy Edmonston, Nicky Snelling (Cuckfield), and Hope Thompson and Ella Smith 
(Balcombe) have made this commitment to Christ. Please do continue to hold 
them in your prayers. As some may know, Hope was ‘pinged’ just before the 
Horsham service, so was unable to attend. However, through God’s grace, she 
was able to attend a parish confirmation at St Mark’s Holbrook ten days later. God 
is good! If anyone else feels the call to Confirmation, please do let me know.

The Christian Journey We hope to announce a course (or even two!) on Christian 
foundation next month, and I am most grateful to Jonathan and Kate Berry for 
leading this forward and drawing others into the team. This is something we 
haven’t offered for some time, and it feels timely. Educating new disciples in the 
knowledge of our Faith is something to engage with wholeheartedly. Indeed, I 
hope that it will become a regular feature of church life. Please watch this (and 
the website) for further information.

Blue Sky Thinking As I mention in the letter, the PCC will be meeting in 
September to consider our mission and engagement with the world. This will be 
wide-ranging and cover many aspects of church-life. If you have any suggestions 
yourself, please do let either the wardens or me know and we will take them 
forward to the meeting. 

Worship The PCC recently supported my suggestion regarding the pattern 
of worship we use month by month. Several factors have led to this revision. 
Primary is the response to Covid. With the disruption we experienced initially, it 
didn’t seem wise to just resume where we left off; too much had changed. Our 
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engagement with children and families has also been much constrained during 
the pandemic and had really required addressing for a number of years.

At a very moving meeting with Sunday’s Cool leaders and parents, we all 
concluded that what had worked in the past really didn’t fit the bill now. Too 
much has changed within society - the pattern of family life being one overriding 
factor. There was also a general feeling that many parents wanted to worship 
with their children rather than sending them to formal Sunday School. When we 
held an outdoor service after the 9.45 service on Easter Day (at the suggestion 
of Mark Parker) we had about 40 children and the same number of adults. We 
held one on Trinity Sunday, and will now be offering this informal worship on 
the first Sunday of each month at 11.15. If it really takes off, we may try it more 
regularly. Holy Communion will be offered at this service, again, something 
clearly desired by those present.

The 9.45 service will always now be a service of Holy Communion - I believe 
that it is around the table of the Lord where we find our true identity as the 
Body of Christ. Thus, we are fed and sent out into the world. Our openness is 
something much remarked upon by those who join us for worship from other 
places online. Through the wonders of streaming, we even have several families 
who join us from as far afield as South Africa! 

It is hoped to run a crèche regularly at the 9.45 service, but we would like to 
enable people to feel that our act of worship is an open and welcoming one, 
where Christians of all ages are welcome and participate wholeheartedly. Even 
noise is welcome - it shows that we are alive and open!

From September Evensong will take place on the first and third Sundays of the 
month. Two service are discontinued: the Evening Communion (2nd Sunday) 
and the 11.00 Prayerbook Communion on the first Sunday. Whilst they were 
appreciated by those attending (myself included), the numbers had declined 
before Covid struck, and having space in the month enables us to try out other 
acts of worship to further our outreach. Some things may work, others, not. 
That is fine - it enables us to reflect and move forward with confidence.
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The other services remain as at present:

Sunday  8.00 in church

Wednesday  10.30 (in church and live-streamed) followed by coffee

Thursday  9.00 online only

Friday   11.00 online only.

The End of Term (and Year) May I take this opportunity to thank all who have 
worked so tirelessly during this past year. Sometimes it has felt that we were 
rather like the famed supermarket trolley not quite knowing where to steer, 
but the remarkable tenacity of so many within the worshipping community has 
brought such richness to all of us: Clive and Vicky, Richard and the choir, our sides-
people, bell ringers, our wardens, PCC and Old School Board, and all involved in 
our well-being, Gill and Peter, our devoted cleaners, our technology boffins – all 
who support the life of the church - THANK YOU and God bless you for all that you 
have achieved in such difficult circumstances. Onwards and Upwards!

HOW DO YOU SOLVE A PROBLEM LIKE MARIA?

I wanted to reflect on The Feast of The Blessed Virgin Mary which falls in 
the middle of August. The Book of Common Prayer keeps in its Kalendar: The 
Purification of the Blessed Virgin Mary (Candlemas - now commonly called The 
Presentation of Christ in the Temple - 2nd February), The Annunciation (25th 
March), The Visitation of the Blessed Virgin Mary (May 31st) and The Nativity 
of the Blessed Virgin Mary (September 8th) - all very ancient in origin, yet 
the reformers cast aside The Assumption (15th August) as non-scriptural. The 
rather coy reinsertion into the new Church of England Calendar of this date as 
The Feast of The Blessed Virgin Mary brings us into line with both the Roman 
Catholic Church and the Orthodox world in celebrating Mary on this date, the 
Orthodox Churches keeping it as The Dormition or Falling Asleep (or death) of 
the Blessed Virgin. Like the other feasts it is very ancient in origin - we know that 
it was already part of Christian custom by the early 300s. 

The declaration of the Roman Catholic dogmas of the Immaculate Conception (1854) 
and the Assumption (1950) marked the high-point of papal pietism (bolstered by 
Papal Infallibility - 1870) but created a further disruption with both Orthodox and 
other denominations, including our own, particularly with regard to Mary. 
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So, what are we to make of this festival, and indeed the place of Mary within the 
life and witness of the Church?

Mary must be for us the foremost example of Christian discipleship, the one 
who reveals the letting go of self to obey the divine call of service in the most 
fundamental way. In her, God saw the perfect dwelling place for his Son. The 
earliest councils of the Church declared her Theotokos - the God-Bearer. 
Theologically, this is correct because we believe that Jesus is true God and true 
man - the two elements of his nature are inseparable. Mary said ‘yes’ to God’s 
call and bore the Saviour. As the exemplar of Christian discipleship, she calls 
each of us to be God-bearers with her. When we read Luke’s Gospel account of 
the Angelic salutation, we too are called to join in her response: Be it unto me 
according to your will. The bodily assumption of Mary is a different matter, and 
perhaps the Orthodox understanding of the feast is more helpful to those who 
feel uncomfortable with the ‘non-scriptural’. 

The most fundamental separation between the 16th century reformers and 
the Ancient Church was the question of prayer to the saints - and foremost 
to Mary. Article 22 of the 39 Articles of Religion of the Church of England 
states unequivocally: The Romish Doctrine concerning Purgatory, Pardons, 
Worshipping, and Adoration, as well of Images as of Reliques, and also invocation 
of Saints, is a fond thing vainly invented, and grounded upon no warranty of 
Scripture, but rather repugnant to the Word of God.  

The question of Purgatory, together with the huge abuse of indulgences 
promoted by Papal authorities (much of it to raise money for the rebuilding 
of St. Peter’s Basilica, Rome) was quite rightly abhorrent to the reformers. 
The modern Roman Church stated quite recently that Limbo didn’t exist, and 
although Purgatory is still part of Catholic teaching, it, like the bodily assumption 
of Mary into heaven is not scriptural. I have referred to it before, but the 
extraordinary baroque evocation by the Asam Brothers of the Assumption in the 
Abbey in Rohr (Bavaria) is beautiful, yet appears fanciful. Yet its power (other 
than beauty) is to reveal that, like Mary, our ascent is heavenward in spiritual 
terms. The heart of Trinitarian love is our final resting place, where, in the words 
of Charles Wesley, we will be ‘lost in an ocean of love,’ yet paradoxically utterly 
known and cherished.
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(continued on page 15)

Rohr Abbey – The Assumption. The sarcophagus is open and empty (the lid 
standing to the right) whilst the apostles gaze in some alarm as Mary is borne 
aloft to heaven in a ball gown!
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Ancient Greek icons (see end) show the departed Virgin surrounded by 
sorrowing apostles and others, whilst Jesus holds her soul in the form of a little 
child – a touching image.

So, what of prayer to saints? The Church has always held that exploring the 
lives of saints can really enrich our Christian discipleship. Prayer to saints means 
aligning ourselves to their spiritual connection to God. We say in the Creed 
that we believe in the Communion of Saints - this is not some euphemism for 
other Christians. It is rather the acknowledgement that with all our brothers 
and sisters in Christ, we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses and 
knowing of this joyful accompaniment of saints, both living and departed we 
are called to lay aside every weight and the sin that clings so closely, and run 
with perseverance the race that is set before us (Hebrews 12:1). It is about 
connection at the fundamental level of our faith.

Some will find prayer to Mary or any saints unhelpful. Others will feel that they 
need all the help they can get! What works for one person will not for another. 
I think this was the conclusion of later Reformation figures, who reinserted 
various saints into the Prayer Book Kalendar during Elizabeth the First’s reign. 
Something was missing from people’s lives.

Recognising the grace and connection we have to this great cloud of witnesses 
- Mary foremost amongst them- is capable of lifting our hearts ever closer 
towards the mystery of our journey towards the heart of God’s love.

Bishop Ken (1637-1711), one of the six non-jurying bishops who opposed James 
II’s imposition of the declaration of indulgence for Roman Catholics, was one 
of the greatest Anglican divines of the 17th century. Despite opposing James’s 
move, he nevertheless felt unable to support William and Mary’s ‘Glorious 
Revolution’. Ejected from the See of Bath and Wells, he retired to quiet ministry 
and wrote poetry. Awake my soul, and with the sun, and Glory to thee my God 
this night and two hymns still much loved and sung. We leave the final words 
in this exploration of this Feast of Mary to him - from a longer poem called Sion 
- and an extraordinary evocation of a life well lived, a sense of heavenly grace 
open to all who follow Jesus Christ as faithfully as his beloved mother did.
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Her Virgin eyes saw God incarnate born, 
when she to Bethl’em came that happy morn; 
how high her raptures then began to swell, 
none but her own omniscient Son can tell.

As Eve when she her fontal sin reviewed, 
wept for herself and all she should include, 
blest Mary with man’s Saviour in embrace 
joyed for herself and for all human race.

All saints are by her Son’s dear influence blessed, 
she kept the very fountain at her breast; 
the Son adored and nursed by the sweet Maid 
a thousandfold of love for love repaid.

Heaven with transcendent joys her entrance graced, 
next to his throne her Son his Mother placed; 
and here below, now she’s of heaven possessed, 
all generations are to call her blessed.
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THE PARISH MAGAZINE Next Copy Date

While we are not currently distributing the hard copy edition of 
the magazine, the digital edition is available free of charge to read 
on-line or to download as a PDF, from the following link on the 
church website, from within the ‘welcome’ tab on the home page:

http://www.holytrinitycuckfield.org/welcome/parish-magazine/

If you know of anyone who would like to be emailed the online 
copy of the magazine and who is not currently receiving it, they 
may add their names easily by filling in the form at the very bottom 
of the church website’s home page, under the Subscribe to our 
Mailing List strapline

A limited number of hard copies of the magazine are being printed 
for those who might prefer to collect one from the church porch.  

The copy date for the SEPTEMBER 2021 Magazine will be:

MONDAY 23rd AUGUST

Please email contributions in WORD format (no PDFs, please) to:

duty-editor@holytrinitycuckfield.org

BREAKING NEWS: We are thrilled to announce that Brian Cutler has been 
awarded the Order of St Richard of Chichester in recognition of his exceptional 
service to the Church on so many fronts. Holy Trinity is fortunate to have such a 
dedicated witness to our Gospel call.
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Family Activities at Holy Trinity 
Church this summer
Free sports and arts activities for all the family 
this summer.

Although there is no charge, please book tickets for these 
events online at
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https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/holy-trinity-church-cuckfield

(continued on page 22)
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Cuckfield Museum reopens on July 31st,  
initially with reduced hours of

Wednesdays and Saturdays, 10.00-12.30 p.m.

Children will love the new Teddy Bears’ Picnic in an 
enchanted glade, part of our antique toy case.

For further information see our Museum website www.cuckfieldmuseum.org
or

www.facebook.com/CuckfieldMuseum

For all activities, please adhere to current COVID guidance
For more information visit the church website at www.holytrinitycuckfield.org
or email Hilary and Helen inspirefm@holytrinitycuckfield.org

Trails and treasure hunts
The churchyard trail this summer will be a Mystery Trail. 1st-31st August 
Find pictures of normal, everyday objects taken from strange angles 
and see if you can work out what they are!  Collect 13 words to decode 
the secret message.     
Other trails and treasure hunts A range of new scavenger hunts, 
nature hunts, quizzes and car journey games are available from the 
church porch or online

(continued from page 21)
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CUCKFIELD MUSEUM
IS OPEN AGAIN

FROM 31ST JULY 2021*

AND THE TEDDY BEARS 
ARE HAVING A PICNIC 

TO CELEBRATE
Initially Wednesday and Saturday 

mornings only: 10.00 – 12.30
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(continued on page 27)

FSW UPDATE

Dear Friends,

As we approach the end of the school year, many of our families have been 
struggling in recent weeks, as the increased number of Covid cases in schools 
has meant frequent periods of self-isolation. Our practitioners have been called 
upon to provide significant emotional support to parents who have found this 
very difficult to deal with, and the financial impact has been evident as we have 
had more need of our fuel fund and foodbank to support families where parents 
have been unable to work because of childcare problems.

Despite this, our families are really feeling positive about the face-to-face 
contact which we are now able to have with them, and many of them have said 
that simply being able to speak directly to their practitioners rather than on 
Zoom or WhatsApp has made them feel better able to cope. We are planning 
some summer activities for our families, sadly nothing on a huge scale, but 
certainly involving small groups of families from the same areas. We hope that 
we will be able to resume all our usual calendar of family events and activities 
from September.

Our new practitioners are settling well into their roles, and are very busy 
making connections with local groups. This month we have also welcomed two 
new administrators to the staff team – Miranda, who will be supporting the 
practitioner team, and Jo, who will be supporting the fundraising team. 

Our Open Garden events have been a little dampened by the unfortunate 
weather we have been having recently, but we still have 10 dates left before the 
end of September which we would love to see you at. All the details are on our 
website. We are also looking forward to our Amberley-Arundel Walk on 12th 
August and have several groups already registered. Please get in touch with Jo 
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(continued from page 24)

by email jo@familysupportwork.org.uk if you would like more information.

Thank you all for your continued support and prayers as we now head into a 
very busy time.

June’s work in numbers

•	 235 individual visits and 201 support calls with families supporting 35 
grandparents, 310 parents and 319 children

•	 31 supported meetings with other agencies carried out remotely

•	 27 online group sessions held

•	 368 food deliveries made

Nikki Kerr, FSW Director of Fundraising and Marketing
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Dr Suzie Wilkins presents a talk on  

Joseph Haydn’s 
 The Creation 

Thursday 30th September, 7pm 

As part of our Harvest season we will be looking at classi-
cal music’s greatest celebration of God’s creation. 

Against a backdrop of war and revolution, Haydn rose 
from humble beginnings to become a cultural hero in his 
own lifetime. This talk promises an overview of his great 
masterpiece, The Creation, exploring its joyful setting of a 
text mainly based on Genesis and Paradise Lost.  

Along the way we’ll discover Haydn’s fascinating life     
story, including his friendship with Mozart and difficulties 
with Beethoven. Learn too which body part was stolen 
after his death!  

 

Join us in church or on Zoom. All are very welcome:      
absolutely no musical knowledge necessary!  
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Here is an update on what’s been happening over the past few months.

The Outreach Committee has been bowled over by the generosity everyone has 
shown in our recent and ongoing appeals. 

Lent Appeal – “Supporting homeless people”

If you had walked through the churchyard during Lent you would have stopped 
and looked twice at these two installations. The two incredibly moving figures, 
created by Margaret Somers, made us stop and reflect on the issues of 
homelessness and our response to it. If you had looked closely at the figures’ 
hands and feet you would have seen that they bore the wounds of the crucifixion, 
reminding us that Christ is in everyone we meet and reminding us of his great 
love for each one of us, whoever we are.   

A staggering £1,828 was raised, £1,087 for Crawley Open House and £741 for Tariro. 
Thank you very much indeed. Both charities have been delighted with these gifts.

                 Christian Aid Week                  

This year, the focus for Christian Aid Week was supporting poor communities 
around the world to cope with the effect of global climate change. It is an 
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(continued on page 33)

appalling fact that many such communities have had to deal with extreme 
drought or severe flooding for very many years making subsistence farming 
incredibly difficult and leading to many families experiencing daily hunger, 
surviving on one meal a day. Many children around the world go to bed hungry 
every night. When communities like these are so far away it is sometimes 
difficult for us to imagine what they have deal with but the shocking pictures 
we are seeing at the moment of the extreme flooding in Germany and Belgium 
help us realise the devastation that global warming brings. As a world we need 
to come together to tackle climate change and bring about a fairer, more just 
world for everyone. Christian Aid campaigns tirelessly for this.

This year, despite the COVID restrictions, and no house-to-house collections, 
£847.50 was raised.  Thank you very much.

Food Collections

Thank you so much for giving so generously to the weekly collections of food for FSW, 
Bewbush Academy and Holy Trinity School both in food items and cash.  All three 
organisations are incredibly thankful for our support and that of the local community. 

Food for FSW can be left in the box in the tower or given to Jane Coan.

Food for Holy Trinity School including fresh produce, can be taken to Jane at 
27, Mytten Close (term-time only). Or call Jane on 01444-617158 to arrange 
collection or for any queries. 

Cheques should be made payable to Holy Trinity CE Primary Cuckfield (please 
write HTC FOOD on reverse). Please contact Jane for bank details if required.

Food for Bewbush Academy can be given to Rebecca Anderson or left at 8, 
Leyton Lee. 

Bank transfers, labelled ‘FOODBANK’, can be made directly to the school’s 
bank account. Sort Code – 309238 Account Number – 54749260 Account 
Name – The Bewbush Academy 

For all enquiries, please contact Rebecca on 07928 111962

Thank you again for your continuing generosity.

NB There will be no collection of fresh produce throughout the Summer holiday 
for Holy Trinity School although dry food items can still be left with Jane
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(continued from page 30)

Tariro

We were delighted to welcome Fr Nicholas Stebbing, one of the founders of 
Tariro, to our 9.45am Service on Sunday, 4th July. It was wonderful to hear how 
Tariro has transformed the lives of the young people in its care and learn of their 
dreams and aspirations and how, for some of them, these dreams have been 
fulfilled.  £260 was donated in church with more to be included in this total 
from our online giving. Thank you very much. 

Fifth Sunday Giving 2021

When there are five Sundays in a month, we give any money gifted that day to 
a nominated local charity. This year we are supporting: 

30th May  FSW Family Fund for Summer Holiday activities: £405.75 was  
  donated. Thank you.
29th August St Peter and St James Hospice
31st October Dame Vera Lynn Charity
Money can be gifted by any of our normal means: via the church giving plate; 
through the QR code on the last page of the online service slides; via the giving 
machine to the left of the church door; via the church office in a clearly marked 
envelope.  Thank you again, for your continued generosity. 

Other information: 

Thank you letters from receiving charities are posted in the church porch. We 
are shortly to have a designated Outreach website page, so do take a look from 
time to time for updates and when COVID restrictions allow, forthcoming social 
fundraising events like our long awaited for curry evening!

“Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty and give you food and something 
to drink? When did we see you with no place to stay and invite you in? When did 
we see you poorly clothed and cover you? When did we see you sick and tenderly 
care for you, or in prison and visit you? And the King will answer them, “Don’t you 
know? Whenever you cared for someone overlooked or ignored, one of my littles 
ones, my true brothers and sisters, you did it to me.”

( Matthew 25 v 37 )
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We support , empower and care for people towards and at the end of life

This is the mantra of the charity chosen for our August Fifth Sunday Giving.

St. Peter and St. James Hospice offers expert and compassionate care to adults 
living in Haywards Heath, Burgess Hill, Uckfield, Lewes and surrounding villages 
through the challenges of bereavement and grief. A wide range of services helps 
patients to feel calmer, happier and more in control.

COUNSELLING helps to make sense of and adjust to life at this difficult time. 
It can improve quality of life, enhance a feeling of control, help to understand 
choices and improve relationships. This service can be accessed individually or 
as a couple/family at home or the hospice.

WELFARE advisors help to consider financial and practical issues such as 
stopping work or needing a relative to live with you at home.

COMPLEMENTARY THERAPY is given alongside conventional medical treatment. 
Therapists offer massage , reflexology and reiki and other such treatments.

The hospice SPIRITUAL team can help with questions about the meaning 
of one’s life , those things important to each individual, type of funeral or 
what happens next. Support is offered by people from all faiths and weekly 
communion services are held. There is also a sanctuary for peaceful and quiet 
reflection.

COURSES and CLASSES are also available giving practical creative and 
educational help .

As well as the person diagnosed, the hospice WELLBEING service supports 
careers and families. Counselling , bereavement support and complementary 
therapy are all offered to careers as well as the opportunity to befriend others 
in a similar position.
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These services are all offered as well as the essential and excellent day to day 
nursing of patients resident in the hospice or at home. Throughout the 2020 
pandemic, over 1,000 patients were treated and cared for, many preferring 
to receive their treatment at home, so the nursing team was working in the 
community as well. 

The hospice requires £8,000 a day to run and an expert, hardworking and 
devoted fundraising team searches for various ways to provide these funds. 
Regular activities such as Fun Runs and Open Gardens can now resume but 
have obviously been on hold and the Charity shops have been closed during the 
pandemic. There is a Lottery, various sponsorships available, and volunteers are 
always welcome for whatever time they can give in many fields. Details on how 
to contribute are all on the Hospice website.

In the meantime, the Mission Giving Committee have chosen the hospice as 
the beneficiary of our Fifth Sunday giving. Please give St. Peter and St. James 
Hospice your support: money can be gifted by any of our normal means: via 
the church giving plate; through the QR code on the last page of the online 
service slides; via the giving machine to the left of the church door; via the 
church office in a clearly marked envelope.  Thank you!

HARVEST SUPPER : SAVE THE DATE
All being well, we can meet to celebrate Harvest with a Harvest 

Supper. Please put the date in your diary
Saturday 2nd October 5.30pm

 Bring and Share Supper and “Home-Spun” entertainment
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THE GOOD, THE BAD AND THE HAIRY

Once upon a time in the West Country, Dartmoor, August. 
High noon. A young boy wanders away from a family picnic. 
The sun beats down, buzzards cry and circle overhead. He 
is startled by a short, snappy rattle like bullets spinning in a 
revolver. Suddenly he is face to face with an amazing creature. 
A fly. But a fly like no other. The boy reaches for his camera - 
but he’s too slow. With a rattle the fly launches itself into the 
air and is gone. 

That first encounter with the hornet robberfly is one of my 
earliest and most vivid wildlife memories and had a huge 
impact on me. I searched through all my ‘I-Spy’ and ‘Spotter’s 
Guide’ books but couldn’t find anything that looked remotely 
like the beast I had seen. For years I believed I had encountered 
some weird, mythical beast and I vowed to hunt one down 
and photograph it to prove its existence. And they don’t come 
much weirder than the hornet robberfly … 

There are 28 species of robberfly in Britain and the hornet robberfly 
is the leader of this wild bunch. At up to 28mm long, it’s Britain’s 
biggest fly with a dusty yellow abdomen giving it a hornet-like 
resemblance. It has huge oval black eyes and a big ginger beard, 
the overall appearance lying somewhere between an alien and 
Yosemite Sam. The rootin’, tootin’ robberfly is a ferocious critter, 
although they never bother humans. But a grasshopper’s knees 
start knocking at the mere mention of its name. 
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Hornet Robberfly

Like all good western bandits, they’ll wait on a high point in 
their long grass landscape until an unfortunate grasshopper 
wanders into their valley. Then, with their rattling, buzzing 
war-cry, they’ll swoop down and snatch up their victim in their 
hairy legs. Hornet robberflies dispatch their prey with a lethal 
weapon - a sharp beak which pierces a grasshopper’s tough 
armour and drains the very life from them. 

Grasshopper
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They lay their eggs on cowpats and their young bury into 
the soil where they hunt underground for three years before 
emerging as adults in late summer. Hornet robberflies are 
extremely rare and getting rarer, a vanishing memory of 
a bygone age when our countryside was truly wild and not 
sterilised by insecticides. 

I had to wait decades to see another hornet robberfly. I was 
drifting through the high plains of Sussex when I heard a rattle 
from behind me and I was instantly transported back to that 
little boy on Dartmoor. But this time I was ready. My hand 
tightened around my camera. Ready to draw, point and shoot 
as I turned to face an old friend. This August, organise a posse 
and head out into them-thar South Downs hills for a wildlife 
walk and see what varmints you can find. 

Michael Blencowe
The Sussex Wildlife Trust

Items carried in the Cuckfield Parish Magazine do not necessarily represent the views of Holy 
Trinity PCC, the Vicar or the Editorial Team. The Editorial Team reserves the right to decline to 
publish any item or to amend or shorten material. For that reason we do not accept copy in PDF 
or  file formats other than Word. 
We are very pleased that the parish magazine is seen as a good vehicle for advertising by local 
traders and others but readers must accept that the Editors do not vouch for or in any way 
warrant the individuals, organisations, products or services advertised here.
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August Crossword

ACROSS
 1 Of Moses (6)
 4 ‘You have been weighed on the — and found wanting’ (Daniel 5:27) (6)
 7 Where Jesus performed the first of his miraculous signs (John 2:11) (4)
 8 Roman emperor who ordered all the Jews to leave Rome (Acts 18:2) (8)
 9 Member of a conservative Jewish party in the Sanhedrin which believed  
  there was no resurrection (Acts 23:8) (8)
 13 South London Mission (1,1,1)
 16 Sure of one’s own ability (2 Corinthians 11:17) (4-9)
 17 ‘At this the man’s face fell. He went away — , because he had great  
  wealth’ (Mark 10:22) (3)
 19 Airs used (anag.) (8)
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 24 ‘The Lord is my — , I shall not be in want’ (Psalm 23:1) (8)
 25 ‘He has sent me to — up the broken-hearted’ (Isaiah 61:1) (4)
 26 At or towards the rear of a ship (6)
 27 Cross-carrying evangelist and world traveller, — Blessitt (6)

DOWN
 1 Ridicule (Luke 18:32) (4)
 2 Encased in strapped-on light shoes (Song of Songs 7:1) (9)
 3 Cambridge Inter-Collegiate Christian Union (1,1,1,1,1)
 4 ‘Father, give me my — of your estate’ (Luke 15:12) (5)
 5 Assistant (4)
 6 On a par (John 5:18) (5)
 10 Credo (anag.) (5)
 11 Beaten with a rod (5)
 12 The fourth of Job’s ‘comforters’, who deferred making his contribution  
  because of his junior status (Job 32:6) (5)
 13 Chosen as a temple attendant, he was described by Ezra as ‘a capable  
  man’ (Ezra 8:18) (9)
 14 ‘Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where — and rust  
  destroy’ (Matthew 6:19) (4)
 15 Employs (4)
 18 Associated with penitence for sins, along with sackcloth (Matthew   
  11:21) (5)
 20 Association of South-East Asian Nations (1,1,1,1,1)
 21 Sub-continent to which Baptist missionary pioneer William Carey   
  devoted his life (5)
 22 Recess at east end of a church (4)
 23 One of the nine sons of Beriah (1 Chronicles 8:15) (4)

(Answers on page 42)



42

Fro
m

 t
h

e 
Registers

The master pages (including adverts) used to print this magazine can be viewed at www.
holytrinitycuckfield.org/directory/parish-magazine/ 

AUGUST CROSSWORD SOLUTION

CONFIRMATION
Cindy EDMONSTON
Nicola Jayne SNELLING

HOLY MATRIMONY
Peter DENSLOW & Rebecca Sara CLARKE
Harrison William SMALL & Victoria Elizabeth GOVER
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August 2021 Calendar & Readings for Sunday Services
Apart from on the first Sunday of the month there are no Evensong services at 
present but the readings for the day are still listed for information
SUNDAY 1 AUGUST – NINTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY
 8.00am Holy Communion 
   As 9.45am
 9.45am Family Eucharist 
   Exodus 16: 2-4, 9-15; Ephesians 4: 1-16; 
   John 6: 24-35
 6.00pm Evensong (For information only) 
   Ecclesiasticus 42: 15-end; Hebrews 11: 17-31
SUNDAY 8 AUGUST – TENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY
 8.00am Holy Communion 
   As 9.45am
 9.45am Parish Communion  
   1 Kings 19: 4-8; Ephesians 4: 25 – 5: 2 
   John 6: 35, 41-51
 6.00pm Choral Evensong 
   Ecclesiasticus 43: 13-end; Hebrews 12: 1-17
SUNDAY 15 AUGUST – THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY (ELEVENTH 
SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY)
 8.00am Holy Communion 
   As 9.45am
 9.45am Parish Eucharist 
    Isaiah 61: 10-end; Galatians 4: 4-7; 
   Luke 1 46: 55
 6.00pm Evensong (For information only) 
   Song of Solomon 2: 1-7; Acts 1: 6-14
SUNDAY 22 AUGUST – TWELFTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY
 8.00am Holy Communion (Traditional Language) 
   As 9.45am
 9.45am Parish Eucharist  
   Joshua 24: 1-2a, 14-18; Ephesians 6: 1-20; 
   John 6: 56-69 
 6.00pm Evensong (For information only) 
   Exodus 4: 27-5: 1; Hebrews 13: 16-21
SUNDAY 29 AUGUST – THIRTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY
 8.00am Holy Communion 
   As 9.45am
 9.45am Parish Eucharist 
   Deuteronomy 4: 1-2, 6-9; James 1: 17-end; 
   Mark 7: 1-8, 14-15, 21-23
 6.00pm Evensong (For information only) 
   Exodus 12: 21-27; Matthew 4: 23-5: 20



Holy Trinity Cuckfield

AUGUST SERVICES

While the church is open for private devotion during the 
week, like many other churches, until restrictions ease 
further, regular Services in church are limited to the Sunday 
8.00 a.m. Holy Communion, the Sunday 09.45 a.m., and 
the 10.30 a.m. Holy Communion on Wednesdays, unless 
otherwise advertised.

Other than the Sunday 8.00 a.m. service, all our services are 
on Zoom.

You will find details on the church website and can join 
the following services via the Big Blue Zoom Button on the 
home page:

SUNDAYS
 09.45 a.m. Parish Eucharist with hymns

WEDNESDAYS
 10.30 a.m.  Holy Communion (Common Worship)

THURSDAYS
 9.00 a.m. Holy Communion (Iona/Celtic)

FRIDAYS
 11.00 a.m. Holy Communion (Traditional Language)


