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From his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace.                         

 

My dear friends, 

A very happy New Year to you all, regardless of what Covid-world brings us! We celebrate Christmas as a sign 
that with the birth of Jesus, humanity and indeed creation, are changed forever. Jesus restores the knowledge of 
the wonder of God’s love for us; enables us to reflect on how we can allow Christ’s light to flood every aspect of 
our lives. ‘Even the darkness is no darkness to him; the night is a clear as the day!’ (Psalm 139: 12) 

The New Year reminds us of endings and beginnings - something I shall very much have in mind for these next 
two months. Nevertheless, as the wonderful Feast of Epiphany (which we celebrate on Thursday) reminds us, in 
following Christ we are to allow him to manifest his grace within our lives every single day. To do so leads us to 
the grace to know that ‘the path of the just is as the shining light, that shineth more and more unto the perfect day.’     
Proverbs 4: 18) This is none other than our path to glory. 

With love and blessings, 

Michael 

The Collect for Second Sunday of Christmas 
 
God our Father, 
in love you sent your Son 
that the world may have life: 
lead us to seek him among the outcast 
and to find him in those in need, 
for Jesus Christ’s sake. 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. Amen 

The Post Communion Prayer: 
 
All praise to you, 
almighty God and heavenly king, 
who sent your Son into the world 
to take our nature upon him 
and to be born of a pure virgin: 
grant that, as we are born again in him, 
so he may continually dwell in us 
and reign on earth as he reigns in heaven, 
now and for ever. Amen 

Second Sunday of Christmas (2nd January 2022) 

 8.00  Holy Communion (in church) 

Readers: Anthony Van der Willigen & Gerry Larner 

9.45 Family Eucharist  (in church and online ) 

Readers: Brian & Sue Cutler; Intercessor: Jane Coan 

Services during the week: 
Wednesday: 10.30 Holy Communion (C. Worship) (in church & online)   

     Readings:  1 John 3: 11-21; John 1: 43-end 

Thursday: The Epiphany of the Lord   
  9.00 Holy Communion (Iona/Celtic) (in church & online)                                                                            
  8.00 Sung Eucharist                                                                                                                                     
  Readings:  Isaiah 60: 1-6; Ephesians 3: 1-12; Matthew 2: 1-12 

Friday: 11.00 Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer) Readings: Christmas II (in church) 

      
Next Sunday: Baptism of Christ (9th January 2022) 
 8.00  Holy Communion (in church) 

9.45 Family Eucharist  (in church and online ) 

11.15am Family Informal Worship (in church) 

6.00 Sung Evensong for Epiphany (in church and online ) 
For services live on Zoom: Click the blue link on the front page of the church website                    
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Jeremiah 31: 7-14 
For thus says the Lord: Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob, and raise shouts for the chief of the nations; proclaim, 
give praise, and say, ‘Save, O Lord, your people, the remnant of Israel.’ See, I am going to bring them from the land 
of the north, and gather them from the farthest parts of the earth, among them the blind and the lame, those with 
child and those in labour, together; a great company, they shall return here. With weeping they shall come, and with  
consolations I will lead them back, I will let them walk by brooks of water, in a straight path in which they shall not 
stumble; for I have become a father to Israel, and Ephraim is my firstborn.  
Hear the word of the Lord, O nations, and declare it in the coastlands far away; say, ‘He who scattered Israel will 
gather him, and will keep him as a shepherd a flock.’ For the Lord has ransomed Jacob, and has redeemed him from 
hands too strong for him. They shall come and sing aloud on the height of Zion, and they shall be radiant over the 
goodness of the Lord, over the grain, the wine, and the oil, and over the young of the flock and the herd; their life 
shall become like a watered garden, and they shall never languish again. Then shall the young women rejoice in the 
dance, and the young men and the old shall be merry. I will turn their mourning into joy, I will comfort them, and 
give them gladness for sorrow. I will give the priests their fill of fatness, and my people shall be satisfied with my 
bounty, says the Lord.  
Ephesians 1: 3-14 
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in 
the heavenly places, just as he chose us in Christ before the foundation of the world to be holy and blameless be-
fore him in love. He destined us for adoption as his children through Jesus Christ, according to the good pleasure of 
his will, to the praise of his glorious grace that he freely bestowed on us in the Beloved. In him we have redemption 
through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace that he lavished on us. 
With all wisdom and insight he has made known to us the mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure that he 
set forth in Christ, as a plan for the fullness of time, to gather up all things in him, things in heaven and things on 
earth. In Christ we have also obtained an inheritance, having been destined according to the purpose of him who 
accomplishes all things according to his counsel and will, so that we, who were the first to set our hope on Christ, 
might live for the praise of his glory. In him you also, when you had heard the word of truth, the gospel of your sal-
vation, and had believed in him, were marked with the seal of the promised Holy Spirit; this is the pledge of our in-
heritance towards redemption as God’s own people, to the praise of his glory.  
John 1: 10-18 
He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not know him. He came to 
what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. But to all who received him, who believed in his name, 
he gave power to become children of God, who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of 
man, but of God.  
And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full 
of grace and truth. (John testified to him and cried out, ‘This was he of whom I said, “He who comes after me ranks 
ahead of me because he was before me.” ’) From his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. The law indeed 
was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. No one has ever seen God. It is God the only 
Son, who is close to the Father’s heart, who has made him known.  
A thought  
In a backward glance to Bethlehem, some beautiful words of St John Chrysostom:  
 
What more could I say of this mystery? I see a carpenter and a manger, an infant in swaddling clothes, a virgin giving 
birth without the necessities of life; nothing but poverty and complete destitution. Have you ever seen wealth in 
such great penury? How could he who was rich have become, for our sake, so poor that he had neither bed nor 
bedding but was laid in a manger? O immeasurable wealth concealed in poverty! He lies in a manger, yet he rocks 
the whole world. He is bound in swaddling bands, yet he breaks the bonds of sin. Before he could speak he taught 
the wise men and converted them. What else can I say? Here is 
the new-born babe, wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a 
manger. With him are Mary, virgin and mother, and Joseph who 
was called his father.  
 
Since therefore all rejoice, I too desire to rejoice; to share the 
choral dance, to celebrate the festival. But I take my part holding 
in my arms the cradle of Christ. For this is all my hope, this my 
life, this my salvation. And I too, with the angels, sing: Glory to 
God in the Highest; and with the shepherds: and on earth peace 
to all people of good will. 

Please remember those for whom we pray:   
Immediate need: Barbara Booth, John Bernardi (priest), Maureen Griffiths,  Paul Simpson, Tim Burrows , The Parker Family, 
Eileen Knight, David Davidson, Carol Cox, Kevin Sibley                                                                                                                                                                                                      
Long Term Need: Young Georgia, Young Joshua,  Young Reggie, Anne Greenhill, Ros Ayling, Wendy, Ann Went, Dave Cox,  Julie 
Sadler, Tony Burbidge, Christopher, Janet Card, George Snashall,  Mary Todd, Carole Wooldridge, Kate Malby, Wendy Hibling, 
Yvonne Godsmark, Carla Spear, Pam Sagar,  
Those in Care Homes: Alan Prebble, Stephanie Gilpin, Jill Rockey, Jean Simmons, Mary Watts, Ruth Baker, Keith Thompson,  

Please remember the recently departed and their families: Paul Somers, Wendy Boys, Diana Giles 

In our Book of Remembrance this week we remember 2nd Charles Armistead, Ronald Nye, 3rd Gladys Nash, 
John Mullens, Arthur Lee, Clare Roberts, Colin Bugden, Cecile Sadd, 4th Peter Grimwade (Priest), 6th Phyllis Hill, 
Noel Scarborough, Tessa Lord, David Saunders MBE, 7th Ada Wright, William Hough, Philip Titheradge, Cyril Pike, 
Alan Hopper, John Dronfield, Gillian Norman, 8th Minnie Constable, Leslie Dodge, Valerie Norrish, Harold Farrant 

A prayer for this time of anxiety:  
 
God of all compassion, your love never fails.  
Help us to listen to the tranquillity  
of your presence within our lives,  
so that we may grow in the knowledge 
that your Son, Jesus Christ, walks beside us,  
and your Holy Spirit comforts us  
at the heart of our being;  
for you are One God,                                                                        
world without end. Amen 


