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Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.  

 

Friends 
We start Lent this year missing our shepherd, priest and friend Michael and somewhat apprehensive in the wake 
of developments in eastern Europe. However, a central theme of our readings next Sunday is about trusting in 
God.  
The writer of Deuteronomy exhorts the Israelites to give meaningful thanks to God for their delivery, through 
faith, from slavery in Egypt, when they come into the promised land, whilst Paul reminds the Romans of the im-
portance of faith in the Risen Lord for our salvation. Jesus certainly needed that strong faith in God to hold out 
against the temptations he experienced during his time of preparation in the wilderness. 
Hopefully we can be encouraged by these readings and continue to be strong in the knowledge of God’s love for 
us. We are indeed fortunate in the team that will continue to look after not only our Sunday Services and festivals 
but also our weekday services that we know are important to many in our community. The priestly ministry will 
be undertaken by the Revd Stephen Caple, the Revd Stephen Terry and the Revd Canon David Tickner, MBE, sup-
ported by our readers, Vicky Peatie and Clive Simmonds, and lay ministers, Jonathan Berry and Hilary Turner-
King. 
Meanwhile your wardens will do all that they can both to keep the parish running smoothly and to expedite the 
appointment of a successor to Michael. 
Jane & Brian 

The Collect for First Sunday of Lent 
Heavenly Father, 
your Son battled with the powers of darkness, 
and grew closer to you in the desert: 
help us to use these days to grow                                           
in wisdom and prayer 
that we may witness to your saving love 
in Jesus Christ our Lord. 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. Amen 

 
The Post Communion Prayer: 
Lord God, you have renewed us                                    
with the living bread from heaven; 
by it you nourish our faith, increase our hope, 
and strengthen our love: 
teach us always to hunger for him                                     
who is the true and living bread, 
and enable us to live by every word 
that proceeds from out of your mouth; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

The First Sunday of Lent (6th March 2022) 
 8.00  Holy Communion (in church) 
Reader:  Gerry Larner 
9.45 Family Eucharist  (in church and online ) 
Readers: Eileen Knight & Wendy Bloomer; Intercessor: Isobel Simmonds 
11.15 Family Praise (in church) 
6.00 Choral Evensong (in church and online) 
Services during the week: 
Wednesday: 10.30 Holy Communion (C. Worship) (in church & online)   
     Readings:  Jonah Chapter 3; Luke 11: 29-32 
Thursday: 9.00 Holy Communion (Iona/Celtic) (in church & online)  
           Readings: Esther 14: 1-5, 12-14; Matthew 7: 7-12 
Friday: 11.00 Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer) Readings: First Sunday of Lent (in church) 
         
Next Sunday: The Second Sunday of Lent (13th March 2022) 
 8.00  Holy Communion (in church) 
9.45 Family Eucharist  (in church and online ) 

For services live on Zoom: Click the blue link on the front page of the church website                    
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Deuteronomy 26: 1-11 
When you have come into the land that the Lord your God is giving you as an inheritance to possess, and you pos-
sess it, and settle in it, you shall take some of the first of all the fruit of the ground, which you harvest from the land 
that the Lord your God is giving you, and you shall put it in a basket and go to the place that the Lord your God will 
choose as a dwelling for his name. You shall go to the priest who is in office at that time, and say to him, ‘Today I 
declare to the Lord your God that I have come into the land that the Lord swore to our ancestors to give us.’ 
When the priest takes the basket from your hand and sets it down before the altar of the Lord your God, you shall 
make this response before the Lord your God: ‘A wandering Aramean was my ancestor; he went down into Egypt 
and lived there as an alien, few in number, and there he became a great nation, mighty and populous. When the 
Egyptians treated us harshly and afflicted us, by imposing hard labour on us, we cried to the Lord, the God of our 
ancestors; the Lord heard our voice and saw our affliction, our toil, and our oppression. The Lord brought us out of 
Egypt with a mighty hand and an outstretched arm, with a terrifying display of power, and with signs and wonders; 
and he brought us into this place and gave us this land, a land flowing with milk and honey. So now I bring the first of 
the fruit of the ground that you, O Lord, have given me.’ You shall set it down before the Lord your God and bow 
down before the Lord your God. Then you, together with the Levites and the aliens who reside among you, shall 
celebrate with all the bounty that the Lord your God has given to you and to your house.  
Romans 10: 8b-13 
But what does it say? ‘The word is near you, on your lips and in your heart’ (that is, the word of faith that we pro-
claim); because if you confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from 
the dead, you will be saved. For one believes with the heart and so is justified, and one confesses with the mouth 
and so is saved. The scripture says, ‘No one who believes in him will be put to shame.’ For there is no distinction 
between Jew and Greek; the same Lord is Lord of all and is generous to all who call on him. For, ‘Everyone who 
calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.’  
Luke 4: 1-13 
Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led by the Spirit in the wilderness, where for forty 
days he was tempted by the devil. He ate nothing at all during those days, and when they were over, he was fam-
ished. The devil said to him, ‘If you are the Son of God, command this stone to become a loaf of bread.’ Jesus an-
swered him, ‘It is written, “One does not live by bread alone.” ’  
Then the devil led him up and showed him in an instant all the kingdoms of the world. And the devil said to him, ‘To 
you I will give their glory and all this authority; for it has been given over to me, and I give it to anyone I please. If 
you, then, will worship me, it will all be yours.’ Jesus answered him, ‘It is written, 
“Worship the Lord your God, and serve only him.” ’  
Then the devil took him to Jerusalem, and placed him on the pinnacle of the temple, saying to him, ‘If you are the 
Son of God, throw yourself down from here, for it is written, 
“He will command his angels concerning you, to protect you”, and “On their hands they will bear you up, so that 
you will not dash your foot against a stone.” ’  
Jesus answered him, ‘It is said, “Do not put the Lord your God to the test.” ’ When the devil had finished every 
test, he departed from him until an opportune time.  
A thought  
All three readings this Sunday have a strong sense of LIBERATION running through them. The Deuteronomy read-
ing is interesting because it talks of offering thanksgiving to God for the future that faces them. The Children of Isra-
el have been led from slavery in Egypt into the wilderness where they experience a forty-year preparation for their 
entry into the Promised Land. The mysterious and marvellous acts which have led to this point also have a strong 
resonance within our own Faith. The imagery of Exodus and deliverance through the waters of the Red Sea to free-
dom are integral to the Easter Liturgy. The freedom the Israelites have achieved through divine providence lead 
them to a point where they are able to rejoice in the knowledge of God’s abiding presence leading them onwards. 
The resonances with Christian baptism are clear, so at the back of our minds must be this passing through the Red 
Sea to freedom and the gift of Baptism to each Christian. Luke’s telling of the Temptations of Christ in the wilder-
ness is rich, because Luke wants to lead us on a journey of un-
derstanding something of the revelation or self-disclosure of 
Jesus to us, and what life lived in him can mean. Jesus is one 
who is ‘full of the Spirit,’ following his own baptism. The Gospel 
writer wants us to understand that Jesus is so filled with the 
Holy Spirit, that even when tested he remains ‘the Sinless One,’ 
the one in whose life we ourselves can find the strength and 
spirit to lead lives of fulfilment. The Holy Spirit draws Jesus to 
the wilderness to further strengthen him for his ministry, and it 
is here that we see further self-disclosure and also an identifica-
tion with the trials which face us within our own lives.  

Please remember those for whom we pray:   
Immediate need: Barbara Booth, John Bernardi (priest), Paul Simpson, Tim Burrows , Carol Cox,  Martin Packham,  
Val Thompson , Maureen Prett, Ralph Wilkins                                                                                                                                                                                                 
Long Term Need: Young Georgia,  Joshua and Reggie, Wendy, Ann Went,  Julie Sadler, Christopher, Janet Card, George Snashall, 
Wendy Hibling, Yvonne Godsmark, Carla Spear, Pam Sagar, Eileen Knight, David Davidson, Maureen Griffiths,   
Those in Care Homes: Alan Prebble, Stephanie Gilpin, Jill Rockey, Jean Simmons, Mary Watts, Ruth Baker, Keith Thompson,   
 

Please remember the recently departed and their families:  

In our Book of Remembrance this week we remember 6th Douglas Birch, Ethel Ward, 7th Michael Dunnett, 
Andrew Ponsford, 8th Bill Packham, Joyce Greg, Shaun Ingram, Grace Mathers, Brian Stevens, Clifford Dennis, Elea-
nor Kier, William Turner-Inman, 10th Thomas King, 11th David St. Clair Roberts, 12th Hilary Richfield, Audrey 
Beveridge 

A Parish Prayer 
God of all compassion, your love never fails.  
Help us to listen to the tranquillity  
of your presence within our lives,  
so that we may grow in the knowledge 
that your Son, Jesus Christ, walks beside us,  
and your Holy Spirit comforts us  
at the heart of our being;  
for you are One God,                                                                        
world without end. Amen 


