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The Gospel this Sunday recounts the call of the first disciples, Simon, who would be known as Peter, Andrew, James 

and John. They were fishermen, called to a totally different way of life as fishers of people. As we wait patiently for 

the right person to respond to the call to be our new shepherd, we might well take some time to consider how we 

will respond to the challenge of the arrival of a new incumbent. What part will we be called upon to play in the life 

of Holy Trinity moving forward? There will most certainly be opportunities to help in a variety of ways if we are 

alert and ready for the call. 

Brian & Jane 

The Collect for Third Sunday of Epiphany 
 
God of all mercy, 

your Son proclaimed good news to the poor, 

release to the captives, 

and freedom to the oppressed: 

anoint us with your Holy Spirit 

and set all your people free 

to praise you in Christ our Lord. 
who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen 

The Post Communion Prayer: 
Almighty Father, 

whose Son our Saviour Jesus Christ is the light of the 

world: 

may your people, 
illumined by your word and sacraments, 

shine with the radiance of his glory, 

that he may be known, worshipped, and obeyed 

to the ends of the earth; 

for he is alive and reigns, now and for ever. 
Amen. 

Third Sunday of Epiphany (22nd January 2023)   
8.00 Holy Communion (in church)  

Reader: Roger Edmonston 

9.45 Family Eucharist (in church & online)  

Hymns: 101, 104, 592, 719 

12.00 Holy Baptism Nicholas Soullard, Sebastian Malins and Maddison Lusk 
Services during the week: 
Wednesday: 10.30 Holy Communion (C. Worship) The Conversion of Paul (in church & online)   

     Readings:  Jeremiah 1: 4-10; Acts 9: 1-22; Matthew 19: 27-end 

         6.30  Space for Grace 
Thursday: 9.00 Holy Communion  (Iona/Celtic) (in church)  

           Readings:  Hebrews 10: 19-25; Mark 4: 21-25 

Friday: 11.00 Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer) Readings: Third Sunday of Epiphany (in church) 
Next Sunday: Candlemas (29th January 2023) 
8.00 Holy Communion (in church) 

9.45 Family Eucharist (in church & online)  

6.00 Choral Evensong (in church & online)  
For services live on Zoom: Click the blue link on the front page of the church website                       

Church website: www.holytrinitycuckfield.org  
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Isaiah 9: 1-4 
But there will be no gloom for those who were in anguish. In the former time he brought into contempt the land of 
Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the latter time he will make glorious the way of the sea, the land beyond 
the Jordan, Galilee of the nations.  
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land of deep darkness—on them 
light has shined. You have multiplied the nation, you have increased its joy; they rejoice before you as with joy at the 
harvest, as people exult when dividing plunder. For the yoke of their burden, and the bar across their shoulders, the 
rod of their oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian.  
1 Corinthians 1: 10-18 
Now I appeal to you, brothers and sisters, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you should be in agree-
ment and that there should be no divisions among you, but that you should be united in the same mind and the 
same purpose. For it has been reported to me by Chloe’s people that there are quarrels among you, my brothers 
and sisters. What I mean is that each of you says, ‘I belong to Paul’, or ‘I belong to Apollos’, or ‘I belong to Cephas’, 
or ‘I belong to Christ.’ Has Christ been divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Or were you baptized in the name of 
Paul? I thank God that I baptized none of you except Crispus and Gaius, so that no one can say that you were bap-
tized in my name. (I did baptize also the household of Stephanas; beyond that, I do not know whether I baptized an-
yone else.) For Christ did not send me to baptize but to proclaim the gospel, and not with eloquent wisdom, so that 
the cross of Christ might not be emptied of its power.  
For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the 
power of God.  
Matthew 4: 12-23 
Now when Jesus heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew to Galilee. He left Nazareth and made his home in 
Capernaum by the lake, in the territory of Zebulun and Naphtali, so that what had been spoken through the proph-
et Isaiah might be fulfilled:  
‘Land of Zebulun, land of Naphtali, 
   on the road by the sea, across the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles—  
the people who sat in darkness 
   have seen a great light, 
and for those who sat in the region and shadow of death 
   light has dawned.’  
From that time Jesus began to proclaim, ‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.’  
As he walked by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon, who is called Peter, and Andrew his brother, cast-
ing a net into the lake—for they were fishermen. And he said to them, ‘Follow me, and I will make you fish for peo-
ple.’ Immediately they left their nets and followed him. As he went from there, he saw two other brothers, James 
son of Zebedee and his brother John, in the boat with their father Zebedee, mending their nets, and he called them. 
Immediately they left the boat and their father, and followed him.  
Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the good news of the kingdom and cur-
ing every disease and every sickness among the people.  
A thought:  
In Matthew’s Gospel, we hear the first words spoken by our Lord as He begins His public ministry: “Repent, for the 
kingdom of heaven is at hand.”   
John the Baptist had just been imprisoned, thus concluding his public ministry. Therefore, the time for the preaching 
and ministry of the Son of God had arrived. And though Jesus continues the theme of repentance started by John, 
Jesus takes John’s words further. Jesus adds something that John could not: “The kingdom of heaven is at hand.” 
As Jesus begins His preaching, His words are challenging but also very hopeful. By saying that “the kingdom of heav-
en is at hand,” Jesus stirs interest and holy curiosity among His 
first listeners. His call to repentance was softened by His new 
proclamation about the Kingdom. 
Jesus is calling us to join in this work. His invitation today is: 
‘Follow me’. It is up to us to build God’s Kingdom, and Jesus 
tells us that we can. When we repent. When we think again. 
Every time we open our hands and hearts to share God’s 
abundance with those in need brings God’s Kingdom closer. 
Every time we pray the Lord’s Prayer, we ask for it ‘your King-
dom come on earth, as in heaven’. 

Please remember those for whom we pray:   
Immediate need: Paul Simpson, Martin Packham, Val Thompson, Becky Parker, George Snashall,  Eileen Caple, Karen Leese,  
Jim knight                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
Long Term Need: Young Georgia,  Joshua and Reggie, Wendy, Ann Went,  Julie Sadler, Wendy Hibling, Yvonne Godsmark, Carla 
Spear, Pam Sagar, Eileen Knight, Maureen Griffiths,  Carol Cox,  Liz Graydon., Eileen Macdougall,  

Those in Care Homes:  Mary Watts, Ruth Baker,, Rosemary Pardey, Janet Card, John Bernardi (priest),  

Please remember the recently departed and their families: Jill Rockey, Colin Steel, Jean Simmons 

In our Book of Remembrance this week we remember: 22nd Alistair White, Valerie Hollinghurst, Dorothy 
Cox, Hilary Ruddock, Peter Chandler, 23rd Anthony Seabrook, Reg Burdett, Reg Rapley, Doug Maud, Enid Saun-
ders, 24th Lorna White, 25th Beryl Hodges, Phyllis Choppin, 26th Joyce Sears, Joan Nash, Mervyn Adams, Bernard 
Godsmark, Vera Chandler, 27th Roger Kirkbell, Frank Hemstead, Frances Gunstan, Keith Morgan, 28th Sybill 
Cheesman, Deborah Robbyns, Hilda Saunders, Clarence Mathers 

A prayer for this time of Vacancy:  

Send us your Holy Spirit at this time of change and 
uncertainty, to fill us with vision, energy and faith-
fulness in prayer that we may be true to our calling 
to bring new life to our community; and guide with 
your heavenly wisdom those who are to choose a 
new priest for this Benefice, so that the one whom 
we receive may be a wise and gentle shepherd of 
your people, ready to serve us with joy, to build us 
up in faith, and to lead us by example, in loving 
obedience to your Son our Saviour, Jesus Christ. 
Amen 


